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This weekend, we turn the calendar page to the month of 
October and our parish fall celebration. I am personally looking 
forward to some great food, visiting with folks and watching 
Father Steven scout the grounds for ice cream! We have put in 
our request for a beautiful fall day to celebrate together as 
family.  
 

A celebration of this magnitude only happens when people 
come together to dedicate themselves to making it a success. 
This year, we have a talented and hard-working group of 
volunteers who have joined with Anne O’Keefe, our 
community life coordinator, to turn our parish grounds into a 
festival theme. We gather to celebrate our wonderful parish 
family, and we welcome the many guests who will join us for a 
day filled with fun and festivities! I join Father Steven in 
thanking Anne and all who have worked so hard to bring about 
this great parish event. Please plan to spend some time after the 
10 a.m. Mass enjoying the fruits of all their hard work.  
 

Our readings today and last Sunday are rich with harvest 
themes. Jesus uses the image of the vineyard to talk about the 
Kingdom of God. It is certainly appropriate, during this fall 
season, that we think about gathering the harvest and preparing 
for the long winter ahead.  
 

A couple of years ago, our family spent an afternoon at a local 
vineyard. We began with a little sampling of a wonderful, 
crisp, semi-sweet fall wine. From the tasting room, we headed 
outside for a tour of the vineyard. Our guide explained how the 
grapes that are crushed to make the wine have to be handled 
with extreme care. It takes a highly trained person to know 
which vines need to be pruned and where to cut them, so that 
they will produce the most fruit. There is a great deal of care 
that goes into cultivating vines that will produce grapes from 
which to make wine. This is a wonderful image of how our 
loving God prunes each of us, so that we will bear much fruit 
for the Kingdom! 
 

The image of the vineyard is one that Jesus uses repeatedly to 
talk about the Kingdom. Each of us is called to labor in the 
vineyard. Some will labor as teachers, some as lectors, altar 
servers or sacristans. Some will labor with their hands, such as 
the dedicated group toiling to renovate the space that will soon 
house our adoration chapel. Regardless of our gifts, Jesus is 
calling each of us to labor in the Father’s vineyard. Just as the 
harvest master depends upon the labor of many hands to bring 
in the harvest, so too, does our Church rely upon the hands of 
many to do the work Christ has called us to do. 
 

One of the pleasures of our household is a nice glass of red 

wine in the evening. As I swirl the wine in the glass, I first 
allow my sense of smell to pick up the subtle complexities of 
the wine. As the wine warms in the glass, a profile of flavors 
develops, so that the first sip of wine is often very different 
from the last sip in the glass. The wine changes character as it 
is exposed to the air and as it warms in the glass. The end 
product of the months of growing, the crushing of the grapes 
and the process of fermentation is the wonderful glass of wine 
that we enjoy. A good vintner knows how to get that perfect 
glass of wine by making subtle changes during the 
fermentation process.  
 

During the consecration, the priest prays a beautiful prayer as 
the chalice, filled with wine, is elevated:  
 

“Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, for 
through your goodness we have received the wine 
to offer you: fruit of the vine and work of human 
hands, it will become our spiritual drink.” 
 

In this prayer, we recognize the goodness of our loving God, 
who has given us the fruit of the vine. That fruit, taken by 
human hands, is then turned into the wine that is offered at 
Mass. The priest, acting in the person of Christ and through the 
action of the Holy Spirit, prays over the wine, that it will be 
transformed into the Blood of Christ.  
 

This weekend, we celebrate the harvest. We celebrate the 
bounty of our lives, as we enjoy all sorts of wonderful food and 
drink, games and music. We celebrate the richness and variety 
of our gifts, all of us together, sharing what God has given us 
with each other. We celebrate what God has done, and what he 
continues to do in our lives. We admire the beauty of all that is 
around us, as we take time to be together as God’s family.
 

Fall is a good time for us to reflect on the harvest and on God’s 
abundant bounty in our lives. God is calling each of us to 
respond to his invitation to work in the vineyard. Some of us 
may be reluctant to step forward. Maybe I am thinking that my 
gift isn’t all that great, so I choose to keep it to myself. Maybe I 
am discerning what gifts God is calling me to share with the 
parish community. God will use the gift he has given us to help 
bring about a bountiful harvest. As we celebrate this weekend, 
let us be mindful of the call on each of our lives and the bounty 
of God’s generous response to the work of our hands.  
 

God bless you!  

 
Deacon Tim 



YOUTH NEWS  

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 

St. John Neumann • St. Peter • St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive • Eagan, MN 55121 

651-406-4747 • www.fscsmn.org 

OFFICE INFORMATION 

¨ Father Steven Hoffman: 651-452-4550 
¨ Deacon Tim Hennessey: 651-905-4301 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon - Thurs, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
 Fri, 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

Phone: 651-452-4550  
 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, 

WEDDINGS 

Call the parish office for more information. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 

Submit via website, to Mary LeClair 
(maryleclair62@gmail.com) or call the parish office. 

FAITH FORMATION REGISTRATION 

Check out St. Peter’s website at 
www.stpetersmendota.org, our Facebook page 
at facebook.com/stpetersmendota and Twitter 
@StPetersMendota. 

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

GRADE 2 RECONCILIATION PROGRAM 
 

October 4: Regularly scheduled class at 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. 
October 11: Parent & Child Reconciliation Session  
 

Parents will come to class with their child at the regular 
session time. Parents will meet in the Main Church, while 
children are in class. Please contact your child’s parish of 
baptism and ask them to send me verification of the child’s 
baptism. If your child was baptized here at St. Peter’s, 
simply let me know what year your child was baptized. 
Please contact Kathy Raible if you have any questions or 
concerns. 
 

CHRISTOS – RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM 

FOR GRADES 1, 3, 4, & 5 
 

This week, families should be working on Chapter 1 in the 
children’s books. Please call Kathy at 651-905-4311 or 
email her at kraible@stpetersmendota.org if you would like 
additional help with planning the lesson. 

Perissos/Confirmation 

Do you have a high school teen looking to 
be involved in our high school youth group, 
Perissos? Paper registration forms are 
available on the information counter or can 
be downloaded from our website. All high 

school youth are welcome to participate and active 

participation is required for those preparing for 

Confirmation in June of 2018.  
 

For more information, or if you have questions, please call 
Elizabeth McCanna at 651-905-4312 or you may email her 
at emccanna@stpetersmendota.org. 

PERISSOS-CONFIRMATION 

We need adult leaders for Children’s Liturgy of the Word.  
This is a simple and rewarding ministry in which to 
participate. Please contact Kathy Raible for more 
information. 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

FOR CHILDREN 

'Lord, when did we see You 

hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, 
or naked, or ill, or in prison, and 

not minister to your needs?’ 
Matthew 25:44 
 

Where: Feed My Starving Children: 990 Lone Oak Road 
(just east of Lexington), Suite 136, in Eagan. 
 

When: Monday, October 9, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.  
 

In our three previous events this year, we have helped pack 
more than 150,000 meals; that is enough to feed 155 
children for a full year. 
 

To sign up or to learn more, please contact Paul or Peggy 
Hirsch at 651-431-1832, or email them at 
phirsch651@aol.com. 

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN 

This Fantasy Football season, how about a 
weekend with your “first round draft pick?” 
Enjoy a World Wide Marriage Encounter 
October 6 - 8, at Christ the King Retreat 
Center in Buffalo, or November 17 - 19, at the 
Franciscan Retreat Center in Prior Lake. Visit 
www.twincitieswwme.org or call 
612-756-8720 for more information. 

MARRIAGE RETREAT WEEKENDS 



ADMINISTRATIVE NEWS • STEWARDSHIP • COMMUNITY NEWS 

A special thank you to our festival chairperson, Gail Barta, 
for her festival leadership and to all of these generous 
committee leaders for their dedicated work to make this 
festival possible: 
 
Bingo: Barb Lowe and Bill Ferguson 
Concessions: John Plut 
Country Store: Jenna and Joe Peltier 
Dice Game: Pat and Bob Baber and Kathy Chapdelaine 
Kids Games: Yvonne Houle 
Pork Dinner: Nancy Stanton and Ralph Dumond 
Silent Auction: Sarah Larsen, Beth Lauber, Claire Pintozzi,   
Joe Towle and Barb Yourczek 
Wine Raffle: Pat and Jen Silgen 
 

Thank you to all who donated items for the 

various events, for purchasing the raffle 

tickets and for praying for a successful fall 

festival. We hope you enjoy the day!  

THANK YOU TO ALL 

FALL FESTIVAL VOLUNTEERS! 

Quack, quack! 2017 marks the tenth anniversary of the Great 
Neighbors’ Duck Races, and we've got a grand prize you won't 
want to miss. This year's big winner will get to choose one of 
five pre-selected locations in the continental U.S. to have 
dinner! The fun begins at 11 a.m. on Saturday, October 7, 
during South St. Paul’s On The Road Again Festival. The 
event will once again feature a variety of family-friendly 
activities. Visit www.neighborsmn.org/great-neighbors-duck-
races for additional details, and don’t forget to get your ducks 
for a chance to win! 
 

Most needed items are baking supplies (sugar, flour, oil, 
mixes), canned corn, jelly, hygiene products (shampoo, adult 
toothbrushes, etc.). 
 

Thank you all very much for looking out for your neighbors! 
 

--Scott 

NEIGHBORS FOOD SHELF 

Fr. Steven, 
 

I am writing to thank you and the people of your parish for 
welcoming and supporting the missionary group that came 
to your parish recently, under the Missionary Cooperation 
Plan of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis. Each 
year, we participate in this face-to-face encounter with the 
efforts of one missionary organization, so that we might 
personally share in the story of the Good News of Christ 
being proclaimed in one part of the world. Your effort 
continues the tradition going back to St. Paul, who gathered 
assistance for the Church in Jerusalem, as an act of 
communion and encouragement within the body of Christ. 
 

Thank you for the gift of $145 to the Center for Mission. 
 

May our Missionary God continue to strengthen you in 
living out your own call to proclaim the Good News of 
Jesus Christ.  
 

Peace, 
Deacon Mickey Friesen, D.Min., Director 

CENTER FOR MISSION 

The generosity of St. Peter’s parishioners has 
brought Christmas joy to many destitute 
families in Kentucky. Especially welcomed 
were the shoeboxes that were filled with gifts 
specifically designed for certain age groups of 
boys or girls. These children were pleased to 
have something especially chosen for them. 

 

Now that summer is all but over, it is time to look at the 
end-of-season sales and back-to-school sales with the 
Appalachian Christmas Drive in mind. There are many 
things going on at St. Peter’s now, but I hope you, with 
your extreme generosity, will find time to shop for our 
brothers and sisters in Appalachia. Again, we will be 
sending gifts to two parishes, so we would ask that 
whatever new items you purchase, you will buy two. A 
notice will be coming in future bulletins that will list gifts 
for different age groups. Shoebox items will also be listed. 
God bless you in advance for making Christmas brighter for 
the poor of Appalachia. 

APPALACHIA CHRISTMAS DRIVE 

The Mom's Group invites the 
ladies of the parish to a Wine and 
Fire Night on Saturday, October 
21. We'll have the fire going by 
8:30. Join us at 1316 Raspberry 
Lane, in Eagan. If you have 
questions, contact Maria at 
507-358-7850. 

WOMEN’S WINE AND FIRE NIGHT 

All men are encouraged to join Bishop Cozzens for a day 
trip to the Guadalupe Shrine in La Crosse, Wisconsin on 
Saturday, October 14. Busses depart at 8 a.m. from the 
Chancery at 777 Forest Street in St. Paul, and return at 8  
p.m. The cost is $20, which includes transportation and 
lunch. Please register at www.thecatholicwatchmen.com. 

MEN’S PILGRIMAGE 



THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR: OCTOBER 2 

Monday, October 2 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 6:30 pm ALPHA, Heritage Center 
Tuesday, October 3 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 9:30 am Adoration Before the Blessed Sacrament 
  until 6 pm, Historic Church 
 9:45 am Women’s Bible Study, Ravoux Room 
 6:30 pm Archdiocese Bible Study, Heritage Center 
 6:30 pm RCIA, Conference Room 
Wednesday, October 4 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Ravoux Room
 10 am CCW Board Meeting, Conference Room 
 4:30 pm RE Grades 1-5 
 6:30 pm RE Grades 1-8 
 6:30 pm Perissos, Heritage Center 
Thursday, October 5 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 7 pm AA Meeting, Classroom 5 
Friday, October 6 
 8 am Confession, Main Church 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 9:30 am Anointings, Historic Church 
Saturday, October 7 
 9 am & 10:30 am 

  AA Meeting, Classrooms 
 10 am Saturday Scripture Study, Conference 
  Room 
 3:30 pm Confession, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 5 pm Lifeline, Youth Room 
Sunday, October 8  
 8:30 am Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 9 am Mass - Teaching Parish Sunday and 

  Baptism, Main Church  

 9 am Liturgy of the Word for Children, Ravoux 
  Room 
 9 am Sunday School, Classrooms 
 10:30 am Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
 10:30 am Rosary for St. Peter’s Parish, Historic 
  Church 
 11 am Mass - Teaching Parish Sunday, Main 

  Church 

 11 am Liturgy of the Word for Children, Ravoux 
  Room 

Sunday: Ez 18:25-28/Ps 25:4-9/Phil 2:1-11 or 
 2:1-5/Mt 21:28-32 
Monday: Zec 8:1-8/Ps 102:16-23, 29/Mt 18:1-
 5, 10 
Tuesday: Zec 8:20-23/Ps 87:1b-7/Lk 9:51-56 
Wednesday: Neh 2:1-8/Ps 137:1-6/Lk 9:57-62 
Thursday: Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12/Ps 19:8-11/Lk 
 10:1-12 
Friday: Bar 1:15-22/Ps 79:1b-5, 8-9/Lk 10:13
 -16 
Saturday: Bar 4:5-12, 27-29/Ps 69:33-37/Lk 
 10:17-24 
Next Sunday: Is 5:1-7/Ps 80:9, 12-16, 19-20/Phil 
 4:6-9/Mt 21:33-43 
 

©Liturgical Publications Inc. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK  

OF OCTOBER 1 

St. Peter’s is here to bring the good news of the 
Gospel to all, so that every person can have a 
personal, life changing, life giving relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio…………………………..651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie………………………….651-365-1334 

Come as a Guest 

Leave as a Friend  

MASS INTENTIONS 

The following are the intentions offered by the 

priest at Mass: 
 

Monday, October 2    † Rita Joynt 
Tuesday, October 3    † William Hermes 
Wednesday, October 4         † Gerald O’Brien 
Thursday, October 5    † Katherine Linnell 
Friday, October 6       Michael & Melissa 
           Rynders 
Saturday, October 7       Mass For The People 
Sunday, October 8, 9 am     † Jack Conway 
                              11 am     † Robert LeMay 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 



PASTORAL MINISTRY 

FOLLOWING JESUS 

When we face situations in life, sometimes 
our first reaction does not come from a 
place of grace. Jesus reminds us in the 
Gospel that, with his help, we can change 
our “no” to God’s will to a “yes.” Let’s 

pray this week for his help to do God’s will.  

Third Proclamation 
Joe Gjengdahl and Rosie Bielejeski 

WEDDING BANNS 

kikikikikikikikikikikikikikikiki

The city of Juarez, Mexico, just across the Rio 
Grande River from El Paso, Texas, has long 
been known as one of the most dangerous cities 
in the world. The drug cartels’ incessant vying 
with each other for power has resulted in a city 
rampant with murders. In 2010, there were 
3,766 homicides reported in Juarez. In 2015, however, that 
number had dropped to 256. What could possibly have 
accounted for that drastic reduction? The local authorities 
deserve credit for their hard work, but Fr Patricio Hileman, 
founder of the Missionaries of Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament, believes that there is a great deal more to the 
answer. 
 

In their desperation, the people turned to the One who alone 
could help them, Jesus Christ. Fr Hileman believed “that when 
a parish adores God day and night, the city is transformed.” In 
2013, the first adoration chapel opened. 
 

There have been many miracles in Juarez since the chapel 
opened. It has been reported that once, when the entire city of 
Juarez was under siege, a woman was making her way to the 
adoration chapel at 3 a.m. Soldiers stopped her and asked 
where she was going. They knew that nothing was open at that 
hour of the night. When the woman replied that she was going 
to pray before the Blessed Sacrament for an end to the 
violence, the disbelieving soldiers followed her.  Arriving at 
the chapel, they found six women on their knees in adoration 
before the Eucharistic Lord. One of the soldiers broke into 
tears at the sight, and he was found at 3 a.m. the next day 
praying in the chapel. Now there are 10 chapels throughout the 
city of Juarez. 
 

We need your help to pray for miracles, like those happening 
in Juarez and around the world. Our greatest need is on the 
weekends. Please consider committing to one hour on 
Saturday or Sunday once a month, if every week isn’t possible. 
Or, better yet, find a team of 3 or 4 to cover a specific hour on 
the weekend and rotate it among you. We will help you put 
together a team for your hour! To schedule your hour at 
adoration, please contact Lisa Amos at 651-905-4304 or Mark 
Mischke at 651-481-6900. You may also complete a 
registration card, found in the Gathering Space. 

ST. PETER’S PERPETUAL  

ADORATION CHAPEL 

Paths to Faithful Caregiving is a workshop for caregivers, 
designed to strengthen the personal faith of those who are 
often struggling, while taking care of another’s needs. 

You will learn how to:  

· Manage stress and difficult emotions. 

· Communicate more effectively. 

· Create balance in life. 

· Locate helpful resources. 

· Find caregiving strength through your faith partner and 
personal spiritual practices. 

Paths to Faithful Caregiving meets weekly on Saturdays, 
from September 30 through October 28, from 9 to 10:30 
a.m., in the Good Shepherd Room, at St. John Neumann 
Church, in Eagan. To register, you may email 
Rozannrey@gmail.com or call 651-334-3207, by 
September 26. A fee of $15, payable to St. John Neumann, 
includes class materials.  

CAREGIVER WORKSHOP 

If you, or someone you know, has been thinking about 
becoming Catholic, we would very much like to hear from 
you! To begin, we’d like to get to know you and help you 
to learn more about the process. We will answer any 
questions you may have. We look forward to helping those 
baptized in other Christian traditions, the unbaptized and 
anyone who may already have made their First Communion 
as a child, but has not received the sacrament of 
Confirmation. RCIA begins Tuesday, October 3, from 6:30 
to 8 p.m., and runs through March 13, 2018. For more 
information or to schedule a private inquiry meeting to 
discuss your own faith journey, please contact Lisa Amos at 
651-905-4304 or email her at lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

RCIA 

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church, 5071 Eden Avenue in  
Edina, is hosting a “Transforming Pain Workshop” on 
Tuesday, October 3, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 

Please join us as Patricia Hughes Baumer helps to make our 
care toward the many faces of pain that we encounter in 
ministry more knowledgeable and our knowledge more 
caring. A light dinner is included. Please RSVP at 
jasongodin@olgparish.org. 

TRANSFORMING PAIN WORKSHOP 

JoJoJoJoJoJoJoJoJoJoJo








