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Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
 

OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

God’s gifts and blessings.  

 

 

OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and heritage, 

where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 

generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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Reflections from our 

Pastor 

My dear friends, 

 

I want to continue focusing my thoughts on us getting to 

know each other. So I will begin where I left off in last 

weeks bulletin, sharing with you more of the journey of 

my life; a song I sing to God’s wonderful Mercy. 

 

“Looking for love / happiness in all the wrong places,” 

this best describes my teenage years. And we see this with 

so many people today, both young and old, searching 

desperately for happiness, but not finding it where they 

thought they would. The world promises so much, it 

glitters and makes a lot of noise, but in the end its 

promises are empty; its version of happiness 

disappointing. I wanted to be happy like everyone else, to 

know love and acceptance, to find a fulfilling purpose for 

my life, and more than anything, I wanted to be a man.  

But what are these things we desire? Where are they to be 

found? Not having someone to guide me, I, like many of 

my peers, looked to the world for the answers. And the 

fallen world always has the same answer: just more 

wealth, more power, more pleasure. “If you have more, 

you’ll be content; if you become cool and macho, you’ll 

be a man. There’s nothing beyond the passing pleasures 

of this life, pursue them and you’ll be happy.” And so I 

and many of my friends put all our energy into striving 

for this ‘ideal,’ not realizing where it would lead us, not 

seeing the sign hidden along this path that reads “dead 

end.” Following this path made me more selfish, I became 

ambitious and started tearing other people down to build 

myself up. By compromising my deeper values of right 

and wrong, I often hurt myself and all the people I wanted 

so much to love.   

 

During this time our family was attending a Lutheran 

Church in town every Sunday. Though I did not find the 

homilies very inspiring, I still heard the Bible stories 

Sunday after Sunday. But as quickly as I heard these 

teachings about the Christian life, I just as quickly pushed 

them out of my mind and tried to forget them. The guilt I 

felt when I compared my life with the Gospel was more 

than I could deal with, and the deeper truth was that I did 

not want to give up my wayward lifestyle. I was a slave to 

sin, unable to break free. I had only a ‘legalistic’ 

understanding of faith then, a list of do’s and don’ts. It 

was not yet a deeply personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ. I did not know the One, True and Living God. 

 

What I find very moving and beautiful, is that even 

though I was drifting further and further from the Lord, 

God was drawing closer and closer to me; in ways that I  

did not recognize until years later. This is the good news 

of the Gospel: God does not abandon or forsake sinners, 

but seeks out the lost in order to save them. 

 

The light that God was trying to shine into my heart was 

easy to leave behind at Church. But what was I to do 

when that same light became present every day in our 

home through my little brother, and a short time later 

through my sister? At the end of my sophomore year in 

high school my brother was moved to give his whole life 

over to God and follow Jesus Christ. He was not one of 

those ‘preachy’ types, but his changes were quick, 

obvious and powerful: especially when he stopped teasing 

me. I’ll never forget the nights I woke up and found him 

praying. We shared a room together, and often, when he 

thought I was asleep, he would get out of his bed in the 

dark, kneel down and pray. I would watch in silence.  I 

didn’t know it then, but my little brother was praying for 

me, praying for our whole family. God heard those 

prayers of the night, and in the next bulletin I will share 

with you the fruit of those prayers.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 God love you, 

 Fr. Steven   

Thanksgiving Day Mass 

Thanksgiving Day Mass will be 

celebrated at St. Peter’s on Thursday, 

November 27, 9 a.m. in the Main 

Church. 
 

We will be collecting donations of 

nonperishable food for Neighbors, Inc. Please consider 

bringing items with you when you come to Mass. Thank 

you! 
 

Parish office hours 

Please note the parish office will be closed on Thursday, 

November 27, and Friday, November 28, in observance 

of the holiday. 

Hearing and Vision Aids 

Available for Mass 

If you find it hard to hear at Mass or your ability to 

participate is inhibited by difficulty reading the hymnal or 

worship aids, we can help with that. Please see one of our 

friendly ushers and let them know of your need. We have 

hearing devices and magnifiers available for you to use 

while you’re here. Thank you. 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Giving Tree 
The deadline for identifying 

Giving Tree recipients is this 

weekend. The Giving Tree will be 

put up this week and next 

weekend you will be able to 

choose dolls for purchasing gifts.  UNWRAPPED gifts 

should be returned to the tree with the doll tag. All gifts 

need to be in by Sunday, December 7, 12:00 noon. Please 

make every effort to have them here by the deadline.  

Late gifts often mean a disappointed child. Thank you for 

your generosity in advance. Questions about specific gift 

requests can be directed to Lisa Amos at 651-905-4304 or 

lamos@stpetersmendota.org.  

 

Other helpers are also needed. The more the merrier!  

There are small tasks with limited time commitments for 

adults and young adults, and the rewards are huge. Please 

consider spreading some Christmas cheer by helping with 

this very important project! Call Carol 651-453-1345 to 

help or for more information.   
 
Prayer Shawl/ Baby Blanket Ministry 
Thank you to all of our generous knitters and crocheters 

who have contributed many beautiful prayer shawls and 

baby blankets to this ministry. Many have benefited from 

these gifts and it can make a great difference in the lives 

of those who receive them. We continue to welcome your 

donated items. Shawls and baby blankets in all colors, 

shapes, and sizes are gladly accepted, but shawls are 

particularly needed at this time. You may choose your 

own yarn or contact us to obtain some available through 

pastoral ministry. Free patterns are also available or use 

your favorites. Most nursing homes do not allow fringed 

items. For more information or to suggest a member of 

our parish in need of a gift, please contact Lisa Amos at 

651-905-4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 
 
Talking Faith in the Toughest of Times 
Professor Deanna Thompson will speak about her journey 

of living with stage IV cancer. Her straightforward, 

realistic and inspiring talk encompasses more than cancer. 

It’s about life and love, grief and grace, and most of all, 

hope. Tuesday, November 11, 6:30-8 p.m., Prince of 

Peace Lutheran Church, 13901 Fairview Drive in 

Burnsville. Walk-ins are welcome. For more information, 

please contact Lisa Amos at 651-905-4304 or 

lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation (RE/FF) 

Grade 2 Reconciliation Program: 

Parent Session II 
On Tuesday, November 11, we will have our second 

parent session for those who have children in the 

Reconciliation Program. We will meet at 6 p.m. in 

Heritage Center. Children are to go to their classrooms; 

they will not have class on November 12. Please try to 

arrive a few minutes early so we can begin the parent 

meeting on time. Remember to bring baptismal 

information for your child. Thank you. 
  

Baptism Preparation Class 
If you are interested in having your child baptized, please 

contact Kathy Raible. Parents must participate in a 

preparation class prior to their child being baptized. You 

are welcome to come to the class either before or after the 

baby is born. Our next scheduled Baptism class is on 

Sunday, November 16, at 1 p.m. 
 

Don’t forget individually-wrapped 

Halloween candy to share with the poor 
children of Kentucky. A box for your donation 

is located in the coat room of the Main Church 

and the office entrance until Sunday, November 9. 

Second Quarterly Meeting 

Council of Catholic Women 

Saint Paul Deanery 

Thursday, November 20 
Church of Saint Pascal 

 

A wonderful opportunity! The Second Quarterly Meeting 

of the Saint Paul Deanery Council of Catholic Women 

will be held at the Church of Saint Pascal in Saint Paul 

beginning at 8:30 a.m. Speaker, Brother Conrad of the 

Franciscan Brothers of Peace, will provide insights into 

their work. Lunch will be served following Mass. Cost for 

the day is $12. If you plan to attend, RSVP by Monday, 

November 17, by calling Jane at 651-261-2534 or Mary 

Ann at 651-771-9976. All women of the parish are invited 

to attend. Please bring boxes of stuffing and/or potatoes to 

help the Franciscan Brothers serve 550 families a 

Thanksgiving meal. 

Council of Catholic Women 

(CCW) Board Meeting 

St. Peter’s Council of Catholic Women Board will meet 

on Wednesday, November 12, 1:30 p.m. in Conference 

Room I. All women of the parish are invited to attend. 



St. Peter’s Community News 

Annual Giving 
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Weekly Contribution Summary: 
 

Budget for period of Oct. 27-Nov. 2, 2014 .......... $13,253 

Actual for period of Oct. 27-Nov. 2, 2014 ........... $12,260 

Year to Date Budget .......................................... $269,264 

Year to Date Actual ........................................... $243,064 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays 

after the 9 a.m. Mass until 6 p.m. 
  

Matthew 26:40-41—Jesus said to Peter: 

“Could you not watch 

with me one hour? 

Watch and pray.” 
  

For more information please contact 

Jane Vasiliou 

at 651-454-5292 

or 

jvasiliou@comcast.net 

Thanksgiving and Christmas 

Pie Sale 

St. Peter’s Council of Catholic Women is 

sponsoring a Thanksgiving and 

Christmas Pie Sale in conjunction with 

Perkins Restaurant on Robert Street. 

Orders will be taken in the Gathering Space this weekend 

after all Masses. Pies can be picked up at Perkins on the 

day you determine. They will give us back $3 for every 

pie ordered. All proceeds will be used toward St. Peter’s 

Debt Reduction. 

Don’t Forget to Turn in 

Your Commitment Card 

We are still in the midst of our annual Stewardship 

Renewal. If you haven’t returned your commitment card, 

you can mail it to the parish or complete one online by 

going to our parish website. Returning your card is an 

important part of being an active member of St. Peter’s. 

Please take this opportunity to express your support for 

our parish with your time, talent and treasure. Thank you 

to those of you who have already returned your card! 

The annual 5K (non-competitive) Walk to End Hunger 

will be held Thanksgiving morning at the Mall of 

America. Create a team from your church or sign up with 

your family—either way it’s a great tradition to give back 

before giving thanks. For more information visit 

www.walktoendhunger.org. Remember to select 

Neighbors as your partner organization! 

Walk to End Hunger 

Student Hosting Family Needed 

Welcome Carolyn! 

We are happy to announce the 

arrival of our new receptionist, 

Carolyn Rynders. Carolyn will be 

the new “face of St. Peter’s” as the 

first person parishioners and guests 

will meet as they enter the offices 

and the voice on the phone. Be sure 

to stop by and say hello to Carolyn 

the next time you are in the office! 

Do you have an extra room/bed in your home? If you do, 

you may be the family we are looking for. We have a 

couple of  young boys (one from Germany and one from 

Hungary) both attending Henry Sibley High School in 

the 11th grade this year through Nacel Open Door. They 

are both in need of a new hosting family as soon as 

possible. They are very bright young boys. Peter from 

Hungary is a little shy but did make the Football team and 

Felix from Germany is very outgoing. He is on the cross 

country team and also assists the volleyball coach. This is 

an great opportunity to bring either the Hungarian or 

German culture into your home without actually going to 

their countries. 

  

We ask our host families to provide a bed (they can share 

a room, but must have their own bed), meals and make 

them a part of your family. Students are responsible for 

their own expenses—whether personal, school or for 

activities. They also have their own medical insurance. If 

you are interested or would like more information, please 

call or e-mail Faith Richardson at 952-406-8676  or 

richardson_faith56@yahoo.com 
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The following are the intentions remembered 
by the priest at Mass:  

 Monday, November 10 - †Margaret Luebstorf 

 Tuesday, November 11 - †Holy Souls in Purgatory 

 Wednesday, November 12 - †Suzie Floader 

 Thursday, November 13 - †Jean & †Larry White 

 Friday, November 14 - †Carol Grayson 

 Saturday, Nov. 15 - †Mr. & †Mrs. Amos Flaten 

 Sunday, November 16 - 9 a.m. - †Jack Conway 

11 a.m. - Mass For the People 

Monday, November 10 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 6 pm St. Paul Civic Symphony, 

  Heritage Center 

 7 pm Boy Scouts, Ravoux Room 
 

Tuesday, November 11—Veterans Day 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

  Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 

  After the 9 am Mass Until 6 pm 

 9:45 am Women’s Bible Study, 

  Conference Room I, Ravoux Room 

 6 pm First Reconciliation Parent Session 

 7 pm Stewardship Committee, 

  Conference Room I 
 

Wednesday, November 12 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Ravoux Room 

 1:30 pm CCW Board Meeting, Conference Room I 

 4:30 pm Grades 1-5 

 5 pm Giving Tree Meeting, Family Room 

 6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 6:30 pm Grades 1-8 
 

Thursday, November 13 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 6:30 pm Fr. Adrian’s Bible Study, Heritage Center 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Finance Council, Conference Room III 

 7 pm Teen Al-Anon, Room 6 
 

Friday, November 14 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, November 15 
 9 and 10:30 am 

  Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

  10 am Scripture Study, Conference Room I 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 

Sunday, November 16—Thirty-Third Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 

  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 9 am Mass, Main Church 

 9 am Sunday School 

 9 & 11 am Liturgy of the Word for Children 

 10 am Confirmation Class 

 10 am The Joy of the Gospel Book Club, 

  Conference Room I 

 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 After Masses: 

  Hospitality 

 1 pm Baptism Class, Conference Room I 

 6:30 pm Youth Group 

The Week of November 10 Parish Pastoral Council 

Sarah Larsen, Chair ............................... 612-384-1474 

Lance Miller, Vice-Chair ...................... 952-432-6957 

Alice Sheeler, Secretary ........................ 651-457-8119 

Mary Pat Ferraro ................................... 651-454-1091 

Anne Hallgren ....................................... 651-702-6465 

Paul Hirsch ............................................ 651-431-1832 

Maria Schwartz ..................................... 651-452-1796 

Nancy Stanton ....................................... 651-686-9009 

Joseph Towle ........................................ 651-683-9250 

Parish Pastoral Council Voice Mailbox:  
651-905-4309 

Parish Pastoral Council Email: 
ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 

 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio .......................................... 651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie ......................................... 651-365-1334 

Mass Intentions 

Readings for the 

Week of November 9 

Sunday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-

17/Jn 2:13-22 

Monday: Ti 1:1-9/Lk 17:1-6 

Tuesday: Ti 2:1-8, 11-14/Lk 17:7-10 

Wednesday: Ti 3:1-7/Lk 17:11-19 

Thursday: Phlm 7-20/Lk 17:20-25 

Friday: 2 Jn 4-9/Lk 17:26-37 

Saturday: 3 Jn 5-8/Lk 18:1-8 

Next Sunday: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/1 Thes 

5:1-6/Mt 25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 19-

21 
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FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651-406-4747 

www.fscsmn.org 

Need to do some Christmas shopping without little hands 

and eyes around? Want a nice dinner out or some time to 

work on a few house projects? Bring your kids (ages 6 

weeks to 11 years) to St. Peter’s first Parents’ Night Out!  

  

On Friday, December 5, from 5 to 8 p.m., you are 

welcome to drop off your children in Heritage Center and 

have a few hours to yourself. Cost is $10 for one child, 

with a $20 maximum per family, and the profit (above the 

cost of the supper) goes directly to St. Peter’s. Supper will 

include pizza, carrots, apple slices, and milk or water. 

(You are welcome to bring a different dinner for your 

child if they won’t or can’t eat ours!) 

  

We hope you can take advantage of this event! RSVPs are 

strongly encouraged. For more information or to RSVP, 

contact Sara Rogers at srogers@stpetersmendota.org or 

651-905-4308. 

  

Help Support Young Families at St. Peter’s! 
  

We are looking for people to help us care for kids during 

our Parents’ Night Out event on Friday, December 5. We 

could really use your help! All volunteers will need to 

have Virtus training as well as a background check. 

Please contact Sara Rogers at the information above if 

you are interested, and thank you! 

Parents’ Night Out 

Share Your Talent as a 

Photographer! 

The parish is looking for a couple of 

individuals to be photographers for big 

parish events in anticipation of our next 

photo directory in a few years. We ask that 

you use your own camera and that the 

photos be digital. Your help would be 

requested for events each month and you could choose 

whether or not to attend any events based on your own 

schedule. This is a great way to give back to the parish by 

doing something that you love! Contact Sara Rogers if 

you’re interested or have any questions: 

srogers@stpetersmendota.org or 651-905-4308. 

 

Learn More about Faithful 
Shepherd Catholic School at 
Upcoming Open Houses  
Friday, December 5, from 

8:30-10:30 a.m. 
Sunday, January 25, from 1-3 p.m. 

Join Us in Honoring 

Our Veterans 

Please join us in celebrating those who have served our 

country by attending our special Veterans Day Concert on 

Tuesday, November 11, at 8:30 a.m. in the Faithful 

Shepherd auditorium. Featuring performances by the 

Faithful Shepherd Band and Choir, all are welcome to 

attend the performance. We especially encourage anyone 

who has served in the military to attend allowing us the 

opportunity to say 'Thank You.' 

Featuring the Whitesidewalls 

“Rock and Roll Revue” 

Saturday, November 15, 7:30p.m.-10:30 p.m. 

The legendary Whitesidewalls band will be performing 

1950s and 60s music for your dancing or listening 

pleasure at the Church of Saint Patrick, 3535 72nd Street 

East, Inver Grove Heights. Cost is $15. If you like “rock 

and roll, doo-wop and rockabilly,” you will not want to 

miss this show—and be sure to bring your dancing shoes. 

Prizes awarded for the best period dress; food and 

beverages will be available. For information or to 

purchase tickets, call 651-457-3683 or 651-453-0770. 

Circle of Friends Council of 

Catholic Women Fundraiser 

World Mission Sunday Thank You 

Dear St. Peter’s Parishioners, 

 

On behalf of the Church’s missionary efforts, I thank you 

for your generous World Mission Sunday gift and for 

your prayerful solidarity with the Church around the 

world. Your generous missionary spirit makes a 

difference to those serving in the 1150+ mission dioceses 

struggling to witness to Christ through word and deed. 

 

May God bless you for your participation in this year’s 

celebration of World Mission Sunday! 

 

Peace, 

Deacon Mickey Friesen, D.Min., Director 



E-Mail: jtallman@4LPi.com
for more information

Home Care 
Solutions

“The Shining Star in Home Care”
RN’s • LPN’s • Live-Ins • Aides

24 Hours A Day 763-231-9000

 Purple, Gold and You!

 Cretin-Derham Hall

 St. Paul, MN 55116

www.c-dh.org • 651-690-2443

Ken Pace - Bob Pace

1247 So. Robert Street

West St. Paul, MN 55118

651-455-9048 • 651-457-3935

Sinclair

We specialize in professional 
bumper to bumper auto care 
& repairs on foreign and 
domestic cars & trucks.

 Like a good neighbor,  

 State Farm is there.®

 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

 Steven J. Stremski, Agent

 20 Thompson Ave. E, Suite 201 • West St. Paul

  (651) 457-6348 • (877) 221-0346 
  www.stevestremski.com

971 Sibley Memorial Hwy.
Direct: (651) 224-4050

pdonohue@mnhomes.com

Specialists

25 Years  

of Service

DWIGHT RABUSE 
ATTORNEY 

Rabuse Law Firm, P.A.

612.843.3333

Rabuselaw.com

White Funeral Homes
 Burnsville & Apple Valley

952-894-5080

www.whitefuneralhomes.com

John White, Parishioner

A P C

D J. B
--

A non-profit perpetual care cemetery 

serving all faiths since 1925.

BILL RASCHER 

MECHANICAL
Plumbing Heating Cooling

Residential & Commercial 
Remodeling - New Construction - Repairs

651-450-6622
www.BillRascherMech.com

Doran-King
Complete Repairing • Domestic &
Import Cars • Light Trucks & Vans

1521 Randolph 651-690-2050

Call Steve Commers 
for Courteous and Professional Service 

SteveCommers@edinarealty.com

                  651-554-3131

 
Auto, Home, Business, 

 & Life Insurance

David P. Kelliher 
Owner/Agent

West Saint Paul, MN 55118

kelliherins@gmail.com

Of ce 651-451-1325

  Cleaners
Dry Cleaning & Laundry Service

984 S. SMITH, W. ST. PAUL, MN 55118

457-2909
Drive-thru window

Heritage Center
Is Available For

Meetings & Parties
Rental Discount For

St. Peter’s Parishioners

Call Mary Jubenville
At The Parish Of"ce

651-452-4550
For Information & Reservations

Max Steininger Inc.
Excavation, Demolition, Earth Retention

Serving Commercial, Municipal, & Industrial Customers 

Since 1968

(651) 454-6620

Klecatsky & Sons 

West Funeral Home

www.klecatskys.com
651-454-9488

West St. Paul and Eagan
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   651-452-1311
Join Us

Saturday & Sunday for 
Breakfast from  
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

1352 Sibley Memorial Hwy • Mendota

380 W. 7th St. 

St. Paul 

bonfesauto.com

 
CAR CARE BY PEOPLE WHO CARE

COMPLETE MECHANICAL REPAIRS

• AWARD WINNING COLLISION REPAIR 

• INSURANCE RECOMMENDED 

651-222-4458

print | solutions
Specializing in B2B & Nonprofit Printing & Mailing

Dave Cavallaro  952-469-5933
www.printsolutionsmn.com

1000 S. Concord St. • So. St. Paul, MN 55075 
651-451-1313 • www.furymotors.com

    24/7
Shop

Contact Terry Collins to place an ad today! 

TCollins@4LPi.com or 952-852-4053




