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My dear friends, 

 

In keeping with the month of May, I thought it might be 

helpful to reflect together on the role of Mary in our 

Christian life. It is important for us, as Catholics, to know 

our faith with regard to Mary, for our protestant brothers 

and sisters are very concerned about us on this point. 

Many of them think, for example, that we worship Mary, 

that we place her on an equal footing with God, and with 

her son Jesus Christ. They wrongly think that our 

relationship with her diminishes Christ’s role as the sole 

mediator between God and man. Asking Mary or any of 

the saints to pray for us is for them the same as saying 

that Christ’s work of redemption was not sufficient to 

save us. If we did in fact believe these things, we would 

be in error. But thankfully the problem is not our faith, 

but rather misconceptions about our faith that circulate 

around in our culture. If only those who accuse us of 

heresy would actually pick up our catechism or read any 

of the official documents of the Church, they would find 

out for themselves what we truly believe and how 

misinformed they are.  

 

Personally I have never found Mary to be a hindrance to 

my faith in Christ; if anything, it has only helped and 

enhanced it. Mary has never put herself forward in such a 

way that she distracted me from her Son. When I became 

Catholic at the age of 21, to welcome Mary as my Mother 

seemed the right and most natural thing to do. Later on I 

learned that this was actually what Jesus himself wanted 

me to do, revealing His wish upon the Cross when He 

gave Mary to John, and John to Mary: “Woman, behold 

your son; John, behold your Mother.” As John welcomed 

Mary into his heart and home, Jesus asks us to do the 

same. 

 

As far as honoring Mary, I do not see the problem. God 

asks me to love and honor my earthly mother, a mother 

whom I will also love and honor when she goes to 

heaven. This is what God asks us all to do in the 4th 

commandment. If this be the case with my own mother, 

why would I not love and honor in a special way the 

Mother of God, who bore Jesus, the Son of God, in her 

womb? Mary said herself that “all generations will call 

(her) blessed.” (Lk 1:48) By the very fact that she bears 

the title ‘Mother of God,’ she deserves special honor: 

“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit 

of your womb.” (Lk 1:42) Elizabeth, her cousin, felt this 

great honor: when she said to Mary: “How is it granted to 

me that the mother of my Lord should come to me.” (Lk 

1:43) 

Perhaps some have issue with the notion of “consecration 

to Mary,” which we find in the writings of certain Saints. 

I too struggled with this concept for a time, for the word 

“consecration” seemed a bit too strong, a word that 

should only be used for ones relationship to God. But as 

with other misunderstandings, it’s often a matter of 

understanding how a certain word is being used and how 

it is understood in a given context. A priest I met while 

living in Texas helped me with this by saying that what is 

meant by “consecration to Mary” is really about accepting 

Mary’s motherhood and its influence over our lives. Any 

one who has done this will find by drawing near to Mary, 

she will draw you near to God. “My soul proclaims the 

greatness of the Lord . . . Holy is His name.” (Lk 1:47, 

49) 

 

Among all our Catholic practices, the one that really 

makes the hair stand up on the necks of some people is 

our praying to Mary. But here too it is a matter of 

understanding this practice correctly. When we pray to 

Mary, we are well aware that she is not God. We do not 

see her as a 4th person of the Blessed Trinity, and we are 

not putting her in God’s place. When we ask Mary to pray 

for us, we are simply following another beautiful 

teaching: the communion of Saints. St. Paul exemplified 

this beautifully throughout his life, often telling the first 

Christian communities that he and his close companions 

were praying for them, and Paul too would ask them to 

pray for him and his mission. (1Th 1:2 / 2Th 1:11) We too 

ask for each others prayers. If we do this with each other, 

why would we not also ask those who are most fully alive 

in God in the Kingdom of heaven, those perfectly united 

to God’s will, who love as God loves? Mary, because of 

the special privilege granted to her by God, is rightly 

hailed as the greatest among the Saints in this Blessed 

Communion. It is through her loving intercession that she 

often exercises her unique maternity over us, leading us to 

her Son, helping us to know and do the will of God, and 

encouraging us on the way of salvation. “Do whatever He 

tells you.” (Jn 2:5) 

 

Let us not be dissuaded by those who disagree with our 

love and devotion to Mary. Let us pray for them, that they 

too may discover one day the gift of Mary in God’s 

design and plan of salvation and the blessing of her 

motherhood. “Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us 

sinners, now and at the hour of our death.”  
 

 God love you, 

 

 

 

 

 
 Fr. Steven  

Reflections from our 

Pastor 
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Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation (RE/FF) 

Religious Education/Faith Formation 
Registration for 2015-2016: All families should have 

received registration information via email for the 2015-

2016 religious education classes. Information is also 

available on the information counter in the Gathering 

Space outside the coat room. Please remember the 

registration deadline is May 17. If you have any 

questions, please contact the RE office. 

An Interdenominational Coalition 
of South Suburban Churches 

presents the fifth 
in a five-week series: 

 
Growing Through Loss 

with 

Marian Eisenmann, M.Div. 
Retired Lutheran Pastor and Former Nurse 

 
“Remembering and Honoring our Loved Ones” 

Service of Remembrance 
 

Tuesday, May 5 
Church of St. Joseph, 13900 Biscayne Avenue, 

Rosemount 
Registration, 6:30 p.m.; Speaker, 7 p.m.; 

Support Groups (facilitated by trained leaders), 
8 p.m. Freewill offering. 

 
For additional information call 952-890-0045 or 
email growingthroughloss@gmail.com. 

A Community Caring for Life Baby Shower 
St Peter’s Community Caring for Life (ACCL) will be 

hosting a collection of baby items to benefit Wakota Life 

Care Center, a local crisis pregnancy center. Wakota Life 

Care is especially in need of the following:  

Diapers (size 4) and baby wipes  

Onesies and sleepers (especially smaller sizes)  

Socks and clothing up to size 2T 

Formula (especially Similac) 

Portable cribs, basic models 

Gift cards to grocery stores and discount stores  

 

There will be a donation collection spot marked Wakota 

Baby Shower where you can leave your donations the 

weekends of May 3 and 10. Thank you in advance for 

your support of mothers who have chosen life but 

desperately need our love and care. 

 

Mothers’ Day Flowers 
The Community Caring for Life team will have African 

violets and mini roses available for purchase after both 

Masses on Mother’s Day. Proceeds will be used to 

support pro-life causes. 

Pastoral Ministry 

 

June 14, 2015  
12 Noon-3 p.m. 

Please Save the Date! 
The Ugandan mission team will be hosting a pig roast 

with all the fixings after the 11:00 Mass on Sunday, June 

14. There is no charge for the dinner. The Ugandan 

mission team wants to thank St. Peter’s for your support 

of this mission as well as update you on mission 

activities. We will ask for free will donations—100% of 

which will be donated to the mission. There will also be a 

silent auction fundraiser. Please mark your calendars and 

plan to join us. Thank you for all you do to support the 

education of the children of Uganda! 

Uganda Mission Pig Roast 

Historic Church Memorial Fund 
May we suggest a gift to the Historic 
Church Memorial Fund as a gift to 
remember someone special, living or 

deceased. Cards are available on the 
Information Counter in the Gathering 
Space and the parish office. 
 

Church of St. Peter cemetery lots 
In 1984, our cemetery was recognized as a historic site. 
We want our parishioners to know that lots and 

columbarium niches are available at this time. If you 
want any further information, please call the parish office 
at 651-452-4550. 
 

Memorial Day Mass will be celebrated on Monday, 

May 25, at 10 a.m. in the Historic 

Church. You are invited to come to St. 
Peter’s Cemetery between 11 a.m. and noon 

for a flag-raising ceremony by the VFW. 
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Annual Giving 
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Weekly Contribution Summary: 
 

Budget for period of 4/20/15-4/26/15 .................. $13,253 

Actual for period of 4/20/15-4/26/15 ..................... $7,294 

Year to Date Budget .......................................... $714,189 

Year to Date Actual ........................................... $726,883 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

www.stpetersmendota.org 

Wedding Banns 

Second Proclamation 
Stephanie Bye and Kyle Konkel 

Hearing and Vision Aids 

Available for Mass 

If you find it hard to hear at Mass or your ability to 
participate is inhibited by difficulty reading the hymnal or 
worship aids, we can help with that. Please see one of our 
friendly ushers and let them know of your need. We have 
hearing devices and magnifiers available for you to use 
while you’re here. Thank you. 

Catholic Man Night 

Men Meeting Jesus 
All men of the Archdiocese are invited 

to an evening of fellowship, 
spiritual reflection, 

and a really great meal! 
Fr. Steven Hoffman 
will reflect upon 

“The Poverty and Humility of Jesus Christ.” 
 

Thursday, May 7, 6:30-9 p.m. 
Church of St. Joseph 

1154 Seminole Avenue, West St. Paul 
 

If you have any questions, 
please call 651-457-2781 
for more information. 

www.catholicmannight.com 
 
Catholic Man Night is a Catholic men’s movement 
dedicated to helping men meet, know, love, and serve 
Jesus Christ. 

The Council of Catholic Women will be 
selling Gerten Plant cards for their annual 
spring fundraiser after all Masses this 
weekend. They make wonderful Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day gifts, as well as for 
birthdays, etc. The cards are $25 each.  

Council of Catholic Women 

(CCW) Plant Card Sale 

Sunday, May 3, 2 p.m.—Capital to Cathedral 
 

Join with Catholics from around the Archdiocese in 
bearing public witness to our Catholic faith and in joyful 
devotion to our Blessed Mother Mary. Gathering begins 
at the steps of the state capital at 1:30 p.m. Rosary 
procession to the Cathedral of Saint Paul will begin 
promptly at 2 p.m., led by Archbishop Nienstedt. 
Eucharistic Benediction to immediately follow in the 
Cathedral. 

May Day Rosary Procession 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Knights of 
Columbus Campaign for Persons with Intellectual 
Disabilities. This year's recipients of your generosity will 
include Minnesota Special Olympics, ProAct of Eagan, 
LifeWorks, and ARC Twin Cities. 

Tootsie Roll Drive 

Thank You 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays 

after the 9 a.m. Mass until 6 p.m. 
  

Matthew 26:40-41—Jesus said to Peter: 

“Could you not watch 

with me one hour? 

Watch and pray.” 
  

For more information please contact 

Jane Vasiliou at 651-454-5292 

or 

jvasiliou@comcast.net 
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The following are the intentions remembered 
by the priest at Mass:  
 

 Monday, May 4 - †Quentin Mayers 

 Tuesday, May 5 - †Estelle Knapp 

 Wednesday, May 6 - †Jeffrey Weiss 

 Thursday, May 7 - †Jack McCauley 

 Friday, May 8 - †Katherine & †Mary Plabetich 

 Saturday, May 9 - Mass For the People 

 Sunday, May 10 - 9 a.m. - †Mary Chapdelaine 

11 a.m. - †Marian Reding 

Monday, May 4 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 6 pm St. Paul Civic Symphony 

 7 pm Boy Scouts, Ravoux Room 
 

Tuesday, May 5 

Loaves & Fishes 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

  Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 

  After the 9 am Mass Until 6 pm 

 7 pm Prayer Vigil for Persecution of 

  Christians, Historic Church 
 

Wednesday, May 6 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Ravoux Room 

 1:30 pm Council of Catholic Women Board 

  Meeting, Conference Room I 

 6:30 pm Choir, Music Room 
 

Thursday, May 7 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Teen Al-Anon, Room 6 
 

Friday, May 8 

 8-8:45 am Confessions, Main Church 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 6-10 pm Confirmation Mini-Retreat 
 

Saturday, May 9 

 9 and 10:30 am 

  Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 9 am-12 Noon 

  Confirmation Mini-Retreat 

 10 am Scripture Study, Conference Room I 

 4 pm Confessions, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass: 

  Community Caring for Life Baby Items 
 

Sunday, May 10—Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Mother’s Day 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 9 am Mass, Main Church 

 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 After Masses: 

  Community Caring for Life Flower Sale 

  Community Caring for Life Baby Items 

The Week of May 4 Parish Pastoral Council 

Sarah Larsen, Chair .............................. 612-384-1474 

Lance Miller, Vice-Chair ...................... 952-432-6957 

Alice Sheeler, Secretary ........................ 651-457-8119 

Mary Pat Ferraro ................................... 651-454-1091 

Anne Hallgren ....................................... 651-702-6465 

Paul Hirsch............................................ 651-431-1832 

Maria Schwartz ..................................... 651-452-1796 

Nancy Stanton ....................................... 651-686-9009 

Joseph Towle ........................................ 651-683-9250 

Parish Pastoral Council Voice Mailbox:  
651-905-4309 

Parish Pastoral Council Email: 
ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 

 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio.......................................... 651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie ......................................... 651-365-1334 

Mass Intentions 

Readings for the 

Week of May 3 

Sunday: Acts 9:26-31/1 Jn 3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8 

Monday: Acts 14:5-18/Jn 14:21-26 

Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Jn 14:27-31a 

Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Jn 15:1-8 

Thursday: Acts 15:7-21/Jn 15:9-11 

Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Jn 15:12-17 

Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Jn 15:18-21 

Next Sunday: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/ 

 1 Jn 4:7-10/Jn 15:9-17 
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FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651-406-4747, www.fscsmn.org 

PASTOR: 
Fr. Steven Hoffman ...................................... 651-905-4305 

  

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: 
Lisa Amos .................................................... 651-905-4304 
  

BUSINESS MANAGER: 
Mary Jubenville ............................................ 651-905-4307 

Heritage Center Rental Information 

   Mary Jubenville, staff contact .................... 651-905-4307 
  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/FAITH FORMATION: 
Kathy Raible, Director .................................. 651-905-4311 

Ed Overell, Youth Coordinator ..................... 651-905-4312 

Beth Halbert, Sunday School Coordinator ... 651-905-4313 

Religious Education Information Line .......... 651-905-4314 
  

MUSIC/LITURGY: 
David Dunst, Director ................................... 651-905-4323 
  

COMMUNITY LIFE COORDINATOR: 
Sara Rogers ................................................. 651-905-4308 
  

OFFICE STAFF: 
Darlene Olson, Communications Coord. ..... 651-905-4302 

Carolyn Rynders, Receptionist .................... 651-452-4550 

MAINTENANCE: 
Tom Deshler ................................................. 651-905-4322 

John Raible .................................................. 651-452-4550 
  

Parish Office ............................................... 651-452-4550 

Office Hours ............... 8 am-4 pm Monday through Friday 

Fax ............................................................... 651-456-0646 

E-mail:............................ church@stpetersmendota.org 
 

Parish School: Faithful Shepherd 
651-406-4747 

3355 Columbia Drive 

Eagan, MN 55121 
  

SUNDAY MASSES 
(all in the Main Church) 

Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday 9 am and 11 am 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
(all in the Historic Church) 

9 am Monday-Friday 

HOLY DAYS As announced. 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Fridays 8 to 8:45 am, Saturdays 4 to 4:45 pm and also by 

appointment. 

 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS 
Call the parish office for more information. 
  

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 
Mary LeClair .................. E-mail: maryleclair62@gmail.com 

or call the parish office at 651-452-4550. 

This year Faithful Shepherd Catholic School’s Middle 
School will perform, Alice in Wonderland, Jr. There will 
be two performances on Monday, May 11, a matinee at 1 
p.m. and an evening performance at 7 p.m. There will be 
a second evening performance on Tuesday, May 12, at 7 
p.m. 
 
Tickets are $4 for adults, $2 for students and children 5 
and under are free. The proceeds of our ticket sales 
support future musicals and the production of this year’s 
musical with props, costumes, lighting and sound. Ticket 
order forms are now being accepted at the school office. 
Orders are filled on a first-come, first-served basis. Order 
forms will be made available online at www.fscsmn.org. 
 
Thank you for supporting our school. 
 
The Specialist Team at Faithful Shepherd Catholic School 

Alice in Wonderland, Jr. 

Performance at 

Faithful Shepherd 

Start a new spring beginning with Christ healing your 
heart this Mother's Day. If you or someone you love is 
grieving the loss of a child or children to abortion, come 
and experience the healing love of Jesus on our weekend 
retreat. The next Rachel’s Vineyard Twin Cities retreat is 
May 8-10, 2015. For more information contact Nancy at 
rachels@rvineyardmn.org, call 763-250-9313, or see 
www.rvineyardmn.org.  

Spring Beginnings 

Healing Your Heart 

Council of Catholic Women 

(CCW) Board Meeting 

St. Peter’s Council of Catholic Women Board will meet 
on Wednesday, May 6, 1:30 p.m. in Conference Room I. 
All women of the parish are invited to attend. 



Deborah Kohlmann, RPH 

James LeVahn, RPH

 

Phone: 651.450.0676 

7850 Cahill Avenue South 

Inver Grove Heights, MN 55076 

Store Hours: M-F 8-10  Sat 9-6  Sun 9-6 

www.cubpharmacies.com

A SUPERVALU  
Company

coordinated.com

800-852-9084

Minnesota & Western Wisconsin’s Leader 

for Document Imaging, Network Services 
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Lee Education Center
One-to-One Tutoring

All Areas, All Ages

Celebrating Over 15 Years of
Academic Excellence in the

Parish Community

www.learnatlee.com
Member           651-683-9397

1629 Lena Ct. • Eagan

(651) 289-2000  
www.andiamomn.com

380 W. 7th St. 

St. Paul 

bonfesauto.com

 
CAR CARE BY PEOPLE WHO CARE

COMPLETE MECHANICAL REPAIRS

• AWARD WINNING COLLISION REPAIR 

• INSURANCE RECOMMENDED 

651-222-4458

Home Care 
Solutions

“The Shining Star in Home Care”
RN’s • LPN’s • Live-Ins • Aides

24 Hours A Day 763-231-9000

 Purple, Gold and You!

 Cretin-Derham Hall

 St. Paul, MN 55116

www.c-dh.org • 651-690-2443

Ken Pace - Bob Pace

1247 So. Robert Street

West St. Paul, MN 55118

651-455-9048 • 651-457-3935

Sinclair

We specialize in professional 
bumper to bumper auto care 
& repairs on foreign and 
domestic cars & trucks.

 Like a good neighbor,  

 State Farm is there.®

 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

 Steven J. Stremski, Agent

 20 Thompson Ave. E, Suite 201 • West St. Paul

  (651) 457-6348 • (877) 221-0346 
  www.stevestremski.com

971 Sibley Memorial Hwy.
Direct: (651) 224-4050

pdonohue@mnhomes.com

Specialists

25 Years  

of Service

White Funeral Homes
 Burnsville & Apple Valley

952-894-5080

www.whitefuneralhomes.com

John White, Parishioner

A P C

D J. B
--

A non-profit perpetual care cemetery 

serving all faiths since 1925.

BILL RASCHER 

MECHANICAL
Plumbing Heating Cooling

Residential & Commercial 
Remodeling - New Construction - Repairs

651-450-6622
www.BillRascherMech.com

Call Steve Commers 
for Courteous and Professional Service 

SteveCommers@edinarealty.com

                  651-554-3131

 
Auto, Home, Business, 

 & Life Insurance

David P. Kelliher 
Owner/Agent

West Saint Paul, MN 55118

kelliherins@gmail.com

Of ce 651-451-1325

  Cleaners
Dry Cleaning & Laundry Service

984 S. SMITH, W. ST. PAUL, MN 55118

457-2909
Drive-thru window

Heritage Center
Is Available For

Meetings & Parties
Rental Discount For

St. Peter’s Parishioners

Call Mary Jubenville
At The Parish Of"ce

651-452-4550
For Information & Reservations

Max Steininger Inc.
Excavation, Demolition, Earth Retention

Serving Commercial, Municipal, & Industrial Customers 

Since 1968

(651) 454-6620

Klecatsky & Sons 

West Funeral Home

www.klecatskys.com
651-454-9488

West St. Paul and Eagan
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   651-452-1311
Join Us

Saturday & Sunday for 
Breakfast from  
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

1352 Sibley Memorial Hwy • Mendota

print | solutions
Specializing in B2B & Nonprofit Printing & Mailing

Dave Cavallaro  952-469-5933
www.printsolutionsmn.com

1000 S. Concord St. • So. St. Paul, MN 55075 
651-451-1313 • www.furymotors.com

    24/7
Shop

Contact Terry Collins to place an ad today! 

TCollins@4LPi.com or 952-852-4053


