
SUNDAY MASSES 

(All in Main Church) 

Saturday at 5 p.m. 
Sunday at 9 & 11 a.m. 
 

Holy Days as announced. 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
(All in Historic Church) 
Monday-Friday at 9 a.m.  

ADORATION 
(In Historic Church) 
Tuesday 9:30-6 p.m. 

RECONCILIATION
(In Main Church) 
Friday 8-8:45 a.m.  
Saturday 3:30-4:45 p.m. 
Any time by appointment. 

6th SUNDAY OF EASTER MAY 21, 2017 

ONLINE 

stpetersmendota.org 

facebook.com/stpetersmendota 

@StPetersMendota 

  

Jesus said to his disciples, “If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments.” (John 14:15) In our Gospel reading for this 
weekend, Jesus continues his farewell speech to the 
disciples. So, too, does his message of love continue. What 
does he refer to when he instructs his followers to keep his 
commandments? Unlike in Matthew, with its many 
commands about turning cheeks and rendering to Caesar, in 
John, Jesus gives just one commandment; “I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 

loved you, you also should love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have 

love for one another.” (John 13:34-35). Then, again, in the 
chapter which follows ours, he reiterates the vital importance 
of love; “This is my commandment, that you love one 

another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than 

this, to lay down one's life for one's friends.” (John 15:12-

13). 
 

What does this mean for us, then? And what exactly does it 
mean to be commanded to love, especially in a world that 
seems ever more challenged by hate and discord? It can be 
even more difficult when those within our own families and 
social circles become hard to love, or when our own ability 
to love fully is compromised in some way. 
 

Thank goodness for all of us, Jesus, having been fully human 
as well as fully divine, is aware of this. There lies the real 
hope of this passage. Jesus promises that we will have help 
in the Holy Spirit. The most reassuring message is Jesus’s 
emphasis on the intimate unity of Jesus, God, the Spirit and 
the believer. The trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, is 
ultimate and pure love. When Jesus says to the disciples, 
“You will realize that I am in my Father and you are in me 
and I in you,” he reveals our place in that trinitarian love, 
each one of us, even the most difficult to love among us. 
 

Every day we are faced with countless people and situations 
which demand we make choices: decisions about how to 
respond, what to do with our emotional reactions, how to 
confront or ignore the behaviors and choices of others.  
These are often the seemingly unimportant minutia events of 
our daily lives, but they matter. More specifically, the 
amount of love in those choices matters. St. Theresa of 
Calcutta, Mother Theresa in her lifetime, said, “We can do 
no great things, only small things with great love.” Imagine 
how our lives and relationships could change, if every choice 
we made was ordered toward love! 
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When the children aren’t listening, when you’ve said, “put 
on your shoes” at least six times and you’re already late, 
there’s a choice. We choose poorly sometimes, simply 
getting louder and allowing ourselves to be angrier with each 
repetition. We’ve also chosen more loving responses. It 
won’t surprise anyone to hear that the latter always creates 
peace. 
 

The same can be said for marriage. The work of married life 
is a series of choices, some made over and over again, day in 
and day out, that appear small but are, in fact, fundamental.  
This is especially true when our spouses don’t live up to our 
expectations, particularly in how they respond to us in a 
given situation. Despite the fact that our initial emotional 
response is involuntary, the response with which we follow it 
is a choice. And, at its most basic, it is a choice to love or not 
to love. It is also perfectly human to be tempted to respond in 
kind. Why act with love when your spouse hasn’t done so? 
Jesus tells us twice, once in John 13 and again in John 15, 
that his commandment is that we should love, not as those 
we encounter love, but as he loves. Jesus loves us without 
hesitation, without condition, without failure, despite our 
own reactions to him and within the world. We can’t control 
the choices of those around us or how much love is in their 
decisions, but we can control our own. When this becomes 
difficult to do on our own, we can find comfort in this 
assurance of our place in the perfect love of the trinity. If we 
are in Jesus, and Jesus is in us, and Jesus is in the Father, 
then we have it in us to love as he loves us. We may find it 
nearly impossible to love when we feel we’re being treated 
poorly, but it is not so for God. We can rely on that when 
ordering our choices. 
 

We can develop this ability to answer with love. We can take 
some time at the end of the day to ask ourselves, “When have 
I acted with love today? When have I acted in ways that are 
not loving? And, in those moments, how could my choices 
have been made with love?” Be assured that it is within us to 
always respond with love. “We love because He first loved 
us.” (1 John  4:19) 

 
 

 
 

Lisa Amos 
Pastoral Associate 



YOUTH NEWS 
 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 

St. John Neumann • St. Peter • St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive • Eagan, MN 55121 

651-406-4747 • www.fscsmn.org

OFFICE INFORMATION 
 

¨ Father Steven Hoffman: 651-452-4550 
¨ Deacon Tim Hennessey: 651-905-4301 
 

Parish Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Phone: 651-452-4550  
Email: church@stpetersmendota.org 
 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, 

WEDDINGS 

Call the parish office for more information. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 

Submit via website, to Mary LeClair 
(maryleclair62@gmail.com) or call the parish office. 

Please remember to register for the 2017 - 2018 year, if you 
have not yet done so. Please register online by going to St. 
Peter’s website at www.stpetersmendota.org, and clicking 
on the Faith Formation tab. In the drop down box, click on 
RE/FF Registration for 2017 - 2018 and follow the 
directions located there. The registration deadline was 

May 15. Registrations will now have a late fee charged. 

REGISTRATION FOR 2017-2018 

Check out St. Peter’s website at 
www.stpetersmendota.org, our Facebook page 
at facebook.com/stpetersmendota and Twitter 
@StPetersMendota. 

SUMMER REFF STAFF HOURS 

Religious Education Staff Hours For Summer 

During the summer months, the RE/FF staff hours will be 
drastically reduced. Beth Newton is on break from May 16 
through August 15. Kathy Raible will be on break from 
June 16 through August 15. Elizabeth McCanna will be 
here, but her days on site will vary. 

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

New to St. Peter's!  
Calling all high school youth! Join us this summer at the 
Steubenville St. Paul conference! This life-changing 
weekend includes praise and worship, adoration, 
internationally known speakers, Mass and more! Encounter 
Jesus in a new and personal way - your life will never be the 
same. The conference is July 28-30. Registration material is 

available on the information counter. 
For more information and to sign-up, 
call Elizabeth at 651-905-4312, or you 
can email her at 
emccanna@stpetersmendota.org. 

All middle school and high school youth are welcome to 
join us Thursdays, during July for Summer Stretch! Spend 
the mornings serving others and the afternoons out on an 
adventure! The fun starts on Thursday, 
July 6, and runs each Thursday 
through August 3. For more 
information, and to sign up, check the 
information counter or contact 
Elizabeth McCanna. 

STEUBENVILLE ST. PAUL  

YOUTH CONFERENCE 

SUMMER STRETCH 

St. John Neumann and St. Thomas Beckett invite you to 
join them June 19-23 at Faithful Shepherd Catholic School 
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon for Vacation Bible School. This 
year's theme is Maker Fun Factory: Created by God, Built 
for a Purpose! 
 

Children in grades K-5 for the 2017-18 school year are  
welcome. You can register online at 
https://vbspro.events/p/events/sjnvbs2017. 
The cost is $40 for one child, $75 for two 
children, and $100 for 3+ children. The 
registration deadline is May 24. For more 
information call Maria at 507-358-7850 or 
Tonya at 763-227-2679.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

The parish office will be adjusting their hours for the 
summer months. Beginning June 2 through September 1, 
the office will close at 12 noon on Fridays. Our summer 
hours are now Monday through Thursday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and Friday, 8 a.m. to 12 noon. 

SUMMER PARISH  

OFFICE HOURS  



ADMINISTRATIVE NEWS • STEWARDSHIP • COMMUNITY NEWS 

Third Proclamation 
Zach Becker and Melissa Mollenhoff 

The annual meeting and installation of officers for the St. 
Peter’s Council of Catholic Women (SPCCW) will take 
place on Wednesday, June 7, in Heritage Center, from 6 to 
8:30 p.m. There will be a short board meeting, election and 
installation of officers, followed by a pasta dinner and 
entertainment. All women of St. Peter’s are invited. 
 

Nominated candidates for the 2017-2018 SPCCW officers 
include: Lisa Brooks for President, Nancy Stanton for Vice 
President, Barbara Kaufmann for Secretary and Connie 
Powell for Treasurer. The SPCCW by-laws allow for 
additional nominations to be made at the meeting. Please 
RSVP to Nancy Stanton at 651-686-9009. 

ANNUAL ST. PETER’S CCW MEETING 

Have you ever wanted to learn more about the history of 
our parish? Our Historic Church will be open for FREE 
tours every Sunday through Labor Day, from 12 noon to 2 
p.m. Feel free to stop in and learn about your community’s 
very own historic site! 

HISTORIC CHURCH TOURS 

The appointment dates for our upcoming photo directory 
are fast approaching. With a goal of 100%, we need all 
families to sign up. Our directory will allow us to connect 
names and faces. Photography times are still available. Visit 
our website to sign up now. If you need help in making 
your appointment, call Anne O’Keefe at 651-905-4308 or 
email her at aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org. 
 

Each family that participates will receive a free 8 x 10 
portrait and a printed and electronic copy of our directory. 
You will have the opportunity to purchase additional 
portraits, if you choose to do so. Plan on spending an hour 
at your appointment. 
 

The photo sessions will take place May 22 and 23 and June 
1 through 10. We look forward to seeing you. 
 

We are still looking for people who would be willing to 
take a shift with the photo directory check-in. We need to 
have someone at the church on May 22 and 23, and on June 
1 through 10. The weekday time slots to choose from are 
from 2 to 9 p.m. and the weekends are from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Even if you can only help for 1 hour, it would be 
greatly appreciated. We only need one person for each shift. 
Please call Anne O’Keefe at 651-905-4308 or email her at 
aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org. 

ST. PETER’S PHOTO DIRECTORY 

WEDDING BANNS 

On Sunday, May 28, newly ordained Fr. Paul Baker will 
celebrate his Mass of Thanksgiving. We will celebrate this 
joyous occasion with a reception in Heritage Center 
immediately following Mass. Please note there will be 

only one Mass on Sunday, May 28, at 10 a.m. 

CELEBRATE THE ORDINATION OF  

FATHER PAUL BAKER 

MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUMMARY - APRIL 2017 
                         Month - April      Actual      Budget 
 

Contribution Income $      95,128 $         68,748 

Other Income 5,604 5,313 

 100,732 74,061 

Expenses (118,402)  (103,268) 

Net Income (Expense)                $     (17,670)                               $         29,207) 
 

               Year To Date July - April      Actual      Budget 
 

Contribution Income                                           $    822,942                                $        741,897 

Other Income 119,456 95,602 

 942,398 837,499 

Expenses (874,119)  (850,397) 

Net Income (Expense)                                       $      68,279                                 $        (12,898) 
 

                     Parish Debt 

Principal Balance Beginning of Month                                                                   $     5,450,324 

Principal Paid                                                                                                                    19,282 

Principal Balance End of Month                                  $     5,431,042 



THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR: MAY 22 

Monday, May 22 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 2 pm Life Touch Photo Sessions, Ravoux Room 
 6 pm Boy Scouts Court of Honor, Heritage 
  Center 
 
Tuesday, May 23 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 9:30 am Adoration Before the Blessed Sacrament 
  until 6 pm, Historic Church 
 2 pm Life Touch Photo Sessions, Ravoux Room 
 
Wednesday, May 24 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Conference Rm 1 
 7 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
 
Thursday, May 25 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 9:30 am Potluck Birthday Breakfast, Heritage 
  Center 
 10:30 am Grandparents Meeting, Classroom 10 
 7 pm AA Meeting, Classroom 5 
 
Friday, May 26 
 8 am Confession, Main Church 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 
Saturday, May 27 
 9 am & 10:30 am 

  AA Meeting, Classrooms 
 3:30 pm Confession, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 6 pm Baptism, Main Church 
 

Sunday, May 28 - Reception to Celebrate 
  Deacon Paul’s Ordination 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 

  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 10 am Mass of Thanksgiving for Deacon Paul 

  Baker, Main Church 

 11 am Eagle Project Fundraiser, Gathering Space 
 12 pm Baptism, Main Church 

Sunday: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-7, 16, 20/1 
 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 or Acts 8:5-8, 
 14-17/Ps 66/1 Pt 4:13-16/Jn 17:1-11a 
Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b/Jn 
 15:26--16:4a 
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8/Jn 
 16:5-11 
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22--18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-
 14/Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1-4/Jn 16:16-20 
Friday: Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-7/Jn 16:20-23 
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-10/Jn 
 16:23b-28 
Next Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-
 9/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 21 

St. Peter’s is here to bring the good news of the 
Gospel to all, so that every person can have a 
personal, life changing, life giving relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 

Parish Pastoral Council Email: 
ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio…………………………..651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie………………………….651-365-1334 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

The following are the intentions offered by 

the priest at Mass: 

Monday, May 22  † Virginia Constans 
Tuesday, May 23    Shari Kirschnik 
Wednesday, May 24    Gen Seal 
Thursday, May 25    Phyllis Webb 
Friday, May 26 † Marlene Ferguson 
Saturday, May 27    Mass For The People 
Sunday, May 28, 10 a.m.    Fr. Paul Baker 

Come as a Guest 
Leave as a Friend  

MASS INTENTIONS 

Whoever has my 
commandments and 
observes them is the one 
who loves me. And whoever 

loves me will be loved by my Father, and I 
will love him and reveal myself to him. 



PASTORAL MINISTRY 

FOLLOWING JESUS 

Jesus said that besides him, we have another 
advocate who stands by our side to aid and 
support us: the Holy Spirit. In the face of any 
difficulties or needs this week, let’s call upon 

this powerful Advocate, "Come Holy Spirit, Come Holy 
Spirit!" 

St. Peter’s Parish extends its sympathy to the 
family and friends of Carl Becherer. We invite 
all to join us in praying that God may make 
him a sharer in eternal salvation. 

SINCERE SYMPATHY 

PERPETUAL ADORATION 

While sitting outside enjoying the beauty 
of the season, I thought I would pray a 
Divine Mercy Chaplet, which is such a 
beautiful prayer. While I was praying the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet, some thoughts of 
Perpetual Adoration came into my mind. In 
the Blessed Sacrament at Perpetual 

Adoration, this same Jesus who walked on water, restored 
vision to the blind, healed those with leprosy, forgave the 
person caught in adultery, broke bread and shared meals 
with His apostles, suffered an awful scourging, was 
crowned with thorns, carried His cross, was crucified and 
rose from the dead on the third day is with us fully in Body 
and Blood, Soul and Divinity at Adoration. Doesn't this 
sound like somebody we want to spend time with in our 
soon to be Adoration Chapel? The created will get to spend 
time with our Creator. If we really understood more fully 
what we were experiencing, the lines to get in to our 
Adoration Chapel would be miles long. We have the unique 
opportunity to experience Christ in a special way, each day 
if we want to, at St. Peter's Adoration Chapel. What a gift! 
Thank you, Jesus! All are welcome! To schedule your 

time to participate in the Perpetual Adoration program, 

you may contact Lisa Amos at 651-905-4304 or Mark 

Mischke at 651-481-69002. 

UGANDA MISSION TRIP UPDATES 

The upcoming mission trip to Uganda is nearly here! On 
May 31, 11 people, including Fr. Steven, will depart for 
Uganda. Activities while there include a pilgrimage to the 
Ugandan Martyrs Celebration, meeting with the families of 
sponsored students, visiting the schools where children are 
sponsored and painting classrooms. We will also be a part 
of a medical mission, which is an outreach to those who 
don’t have access to medical care or the funds to obtain it.  
The money we collected at the recent Tilapia fish dinner 
will fund this medical mission, as well as the painting of 
classrooms and other projects that need to be done. Thanks 
to the generosity of St. Peter’s parishioners, we raised 
$4,800 from free will donations at the Tilapia dinner.  
Thank you to all who participated in this effort!  
 

The team traveling to Uganda would appreciate your 
prayers while we are gone. We promise to take lots of 
pictures and report back to the parish on our trip when we 
return! 

Join Fr. Steven and Lisa Amos on Friday, June 30, in 
making a pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe in Lacrosse, Wisconsin. We will depart at 7 a.m. 
and return by 7:30 p.m. We will travel together to this 
beautiful and sacred place, dedicated to the Blessed Mother 
and her intercession for the unborn and the poor. 
 

While there, we will enjoy a guided tour, Mass at the Shrine 
Church, a delicious lunch at Culina Mariana Cafe and 
ample time on our own for exploration and prayer at the 
many devotional areas available. 
 

Reservations are limited. Parishioners have priority 
registration through May 31. Reserve 
your spot now by calling Lisa Amos 
at 651-905-4304, or you can email 
her at lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 
The cost is $65/person. The deadline 
for registering is June 9. 

ST. PETER’S  

SPRING GROUP PILGRIMAGE 

Archbishop Bernard Hebda invites you to 
celebrate the beautiful mystery of the mutual 
self-gift between a man and woman in the 
Sacrament of Matrimony on Saturday, June 3, 
at 10 a.m., at the Cathedral of Saint Paul for Mass, renewal 
of vows and a short reception. Couples celebrating their 
silver, golden and platinum anniversaries will be honored in 
a special way and are encouraged to attend. Families and 
friends of all couples are welcome! 
 

Couples married one or more years may request a 
commemorative certificate signed by Archbishop Hebda. 
To request a certificate, please contact the Office of 
Marriage, Family and Life at 651-291-4488 or 
mfl@archspm.org. 

ARCHDIOCESAN MARRIAGE  

DAY CELEBRATION 





Congratulations to our newly  

confirmed members of the  

St. Peter’s community!  

 
Sunday, May 21, 2017 2:00pm  

Cathedral of St. Paul  

Claire Boller 

Mary Boller 

Patrick Doran 

Cullen Grannes 

John Guinan 

Malena Hall 

Sonja Hanson 

Claire Hrbacek 

Jacob Hunt 

Joseph Juliette 

Marta Koch 

Annika Koenen 

Alexa Lutx-Chase 

Emily Metzger 

Sarah Miller 

Emma Nutter 

Max O’Brien 

Johnathon Plath 

Zachary Schaefbauer 

William Schimek 

Jay Silgen 

Joseph Juliette 

Davis Thalhuber 

Catherine Thoemke 

Mary Votel 

Ethan White 

Aidan White 

Will Vansteenberg 

 

 


