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HOLY DAYS As announced.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
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Reflections from our
Director of Music

60uld it be that for all the thought we put into critical
decisions in life, we still miss the answer? Perhaps
knowingly, perhaps out of ignorance, we leave out a single,
critical, and indispensible source of information. As much as
we invest time, worry, research, hair-tugging, and hand-
wringing in crucial life decisions, even the best among us
may miss the answer. After all, the best we can do as
humans is to make an informed decision based on the best
information we have.

This struggle is the situation Samuel faced when visiting the
home of Jesse on a mission to anoint the future king of
Israel. God told Samuel he would find the one among Jesse’s
sons, so he came prepared for the ceremonial anointing
proper to a future king. After seeing even the first of Jesse’s
sons, Samuel was convinced his search was over...then God
spoke...again.
~Samuel looked at Eliab and thought, “Surely the
Lord’s anointed is here before him.” But the Lord said
to Samuel: “Do not judge from his appearance or from
his lofty stature, because I have rejected him. Not as
man sees does God see, because man sees the
appearance but the LORD looks into the heart.”~
(Samuel 16:6-7)

We see even more clearly the same confusion in the
Pharisees we hear about in today’s Gospel.

The Pharisees were, laudably, very learned in the Law as
given to Moses. They even boast of this fact in addressing
the man to whom Jesus had just given the gift of sight. A
man who had been unable to see just experienced sight for
the first time, thanks to Jesus. Yet, in their thirst to discredit
him -- either the man who had been healed or Jesus would
do for their purposes -- the Pharisees were blinded by what
was, for them, concrete.

Doing work on the Sabbath was directly contradictory to the
law, and they claim that this “work” negated all of the divine
power the people had been experiencing from Jesus, because
it takes place in that sacred period of time. Based on so
much evidence elsewhere in the Gospels, it’s no stretch to
believe that had this event taken place in midweek, this
would not have defeated the Pharisees’ stubbornness.

What the Pharisees were lacking was God’s next word. Or
rather, God’s next Word.
~They ridiculed him and said, “You are that man’s
disciple; we are disciples of Moses! We know that God
spoke to Moses, but we do not know where
this one is from.” The man answered and said to them,
“This is what is so amazing, that you do not
know where he is from, yet he opened my eyes. We know
that God does not listen to sinners, but if
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one is devout and does his will, he listens to
him...If this man were not from God, he would not
be able to do anything.”~
(John 9:28-29)

We can fall into the very same trap when we leave faith in
the realm of rules or principles, or when we leave God out of
the equation altogether. I am referring to mundane choices
that we make based solely on what we know by observation,
like the information that tempted Samuel and that to which
the Pharisees were in thrall. As a loving Father, indeed the
very pattern of loving fatherhood, God is deeply and even
personally invested in our path.

When facing choices in life, no matter how big or small, we
should listen for God’s next word. The voice of the Holy
Spirit, to which we’re attuned by the grace of Confirmation,
may give us the insight that cinches our resolve -- or more
frighteningly, leads us to contradict what we may observe.
God has a vested interest in your next step, in your good,
however painful the immediate effects of our choices may or
may not be.

The Pharisees were maybe too stuck on the mechanics of the
law to recognize what God was doing right before their very
eyes. Samuel was, for a moment, blinded by what he saw,
until God superseded a good option with the best. What
follows shouldn’t be ignored either, as “from that day on, the
spirit of the LORD rushed upon David. (Samuel 16:13a)”
The immediate fallout from our God-led decisions is not
always pleasant, but in the midst of any circumstantial
ugliness, we can be assured of his intimate presence.

Have you ever experienced God’s spirit “rushing” upon you?
What would that be like? What would happen in your heart
from that day forward? How would you be changed if
wisdom’s Author and Editor-in-Chief deigned to rush into
your life?

Note that I didn’t ask how your circumstances would be
changed. God’s interest is for our good, not necessarily our
comfort. Yet, such beauty is available to us if we begin to
modify our choices based on His voice, and His prompting.
Take to heart what Paul wrote to the Ephesian Christians in
today’s epistle: “You were once darkness, but now you are
light in the Lord. Live as children of light, for light produces
every kind of goodness and righteousness and truth. Try to
learn what is pleasing to the Lord...”

Is God doing something new in your heart? Is God calling
you to a step that only makes sense through the
understanding of faith? What choice could you make with
faith that would open your heart to the ever-ready rushing of
His presence and Spirit? Is there a darkness within you that
God is eager to turn to light?

David Dunst
Director of Music
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Religious Education/
Faith Formation (RE/FF)

First Communion Program

Saturday, April 5, is the mini-retreat for all students in
the First Communion Program. Students need to be here
by 9 a.m. Parents will return at 11:25 for a rehearsal, pot
luck lunch, and banner making. If you have any
questions, please contact Kathy Raible at 651-905-4311.

Kids’ Change for Kids

The children of St. Peter’s have adopted a child from
Uganda. All children are asked to bring in money that
they have earned and place it in one of the cans marked
KIDS' CHANGE FOR KIDS. The cans are in every
classroom. Please talk to your child about the importance
of helping those less fortunate—it will make a difference
in their lives. Thank you!

Random Acts of Kindness

The Random Acts of Kindness cross is in the
Gathering Space by the elevator. Each time you perform a
random act of kindness—an act you perform because of a
“desire to connect, to lend a helping hand and/or to extend
ourselves out into the world”—please put a tissue paper
flower into the cross. By Easter we will have a blooming
cross of kindness!

Congratulations!

Congratulations to Ed and Stephanie
Overell who welcomed Amelia Anne to
their family on Friday, March 21. Ed is @
the Youth Coordinator at St. Peter’s.

Save the Date!

Council of Catholic Women
Spring Fashion Show
Saturday, May 17
Featuring
Taylor Marie
and
Lillian’s Boutique

Lunch, raffle and style show.

Look for details in upcoming bulletins.

Come as a Guest
Leave as a Friend

Page 3

Pastoral Ministry

Journal Writing as a Spiritual Practice

Tuesdays, April 8 and 15

6:30-8:30 p.m.

Heritage Center

Keeping a spiritual journal is a wonderful way to do grow
spiritually. You are warmly invited to explore a variety of
journaling techniques to gain personal and spiritual
insights. Gabriel Ross will use excerpts from spiritual
writers, reflection questions and visual aids to initiate
journaling. The workshop 1is appropriate for both
experienced journal writers and beginners. Come join us
as we celebrate the new life of resurrection and spring
through journal writing.

You will need to bring a pen/pencil and a journal (blank
sketchbooks size 8.5 x 11 inches work best, the facilitator
will have a few of these available for purchase).

Gabriel has a MA from the University of St. Thomas in
Catechetics and Liturgy. She is the director of Creative
Spirit and she leads adult education courses and
spirituality groups throughout the area.

Registration is required. $25/session or $40 for both
evenings. To register, please contact Lisa Amos at
or 651-905-4304.

Lenten Alms

A~ This year alms
QST = collected at St
LOAth\ND ﬂbHE‘D Peter’s  throughout

Lent will be donated
to Loaves and Fishes. 46 million Americans live in
poverty. For over 32 years Loaves and Fishes has worked
to end hunger in Minnesota by providing free meals for
those facing hunger. If you have questions regarding the
hunger ministry they provide, please contact Lisa Amos at
651-905-4304 or

Fridays " 5
April 4 & 11 STATIONS
7-7:35 p.m. £
Main Gharch CROSS

Sincere Sympathy

o St. Peter's Parish extends its
'J:,EHRL\T- o sympathy to the families and friends of
kl\VREEVER. ® "Marion Clemens and Peggy

Madden. We invite all to join us in

praying that God may make them sharers
in eternal salvation.




Fourth Sunday of Lent

St. Peter’s Community News

Annual Giving

Weekly Contribution Summary:

Budget for the period 3/17/14-3/23/14 .................. $22,473
Actual for the period 3/17/14-3/23/14 .....cccceene. $17,462
Year-to-Date Budget.........cccoeevierieieinineeeenne, $693,740
Year-to-Date Actual........c..ooooeeieeieiveiieeeen. $605,272

Catholic Services Appeal:

<, Congratulations! The Church of St. Peter
$ o O “ has met our goal! The Archdiocese assigned
’ +‘“ - us an original goal of $49,462.50 and later
2 1 4 < revised it to $41,219.00. We have exceeded
Poen the $49,462.50 goal. Due to the generosity
of our parishioners the Archdiocese will be
able to continue supporting many of their ministries. The

parish will also receive back 25% of the funds collected.
Thank you for your generosity!

An Interdenominational Coalition
of South Suburban Churches
presents the fourth
in a five-week series:

Growing Through Loss
with
Ted Bowman
Trainer, Consultant, Educator and Author

Ted will speak on “Connections: Shattered
Dreams/Finding Hope to Dream Again.”

Thursday, April 3
Augustana Lutheran Church
1400 South Robert Street, West St. Paul

Registration, 6:30 p.m.; Speaker, 6:55 p.m;
Support Groups (facilitated by trained leaders),
8 p.m. Freewill offering.

For additional information call 952-890-0045 or email

Easter Flowers

Nz~ We are now accepting donations for Easter
‘(;/77%;7 flowers in memory or honor of a loved one. If
iﬁ% you would like to make a donation, pick up an

_\/  envelope on the information counter or in the

St parish office and return through Sunday
collections or in the parish office by Wednesday,

April 9. All names will be listed in our Easter bulletin.
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Parish Penance Day

Thursday, April 3, 4-8 p.m., Main Church

Several priests will be available to hear
Individual Confessions.

Holy Week Liturgy Schedule
All Liturgies are in the Main Church

Individual Confessions:
Wednesday, April 16, 6-7:30 p.m.
Saturdays, 4-4:45 p.m.
(no Confessions on Holy Saturday)

Holy Thursday, April 17
No 9 a.m. Mass
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7 p.m.
With transfer of the Blessed Sacrament to the
Historic Church at conclusion

Good Friday, April 18
No 9 a.m. Mass
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion, 7 p.m.

Easter Vigil, April 19
No 5§ p.m. Mass
The Easter Vigil will begin at 8 p.m.
and end by 10:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday, April 20
Mass celebrated at 9 and 11 a.m.

Parish Office Hours
The parish will close at 12 noon
on Good Friday, April 18.
Closed all day Monday, April 21.

Eucharistic Adoration

Parishioners and friends are
welcome for private prayer before the
Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass

Matthew 26:40-41—Jesus said to Peter:
“Could you not watch with me one hour?
Watch and pray.”

For more information
please contact Jane Vasiliou at 651-454-5292
or
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The Week of March 31

Monday, March 31

9 am
6 pm

Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
St. Paul Civic Symphony, Heritage Center

Tuesday, April 1

9am

9:45 am
11 am
6 pm

Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament
After the 9 am Mass Until 6 pm
Women’s Bible Study, Ravoux Room
Lilydale Senior Living Holy Communion
Feed My Starving Children,

Off Site

Wednesday, April 2

9 am

9:45 am
4:30 pm
6-7:30 pm

6:30 pm
6:30 pm

Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
Divine Mercy Cenacle, Conference Room I
Grades 1-5 Class

Grades 6-8 Feed My Starving Children,
Off Site

Grades 1-5 Class

Choir Rehearsal, Conference Room I

Thursday, April 3

9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
10 am Faithfully Fit Forever, Ravoux Room
4-8 pm Parish Penance Day, Main Church
7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5
7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7
7 pm Fall Festival Committee Meeting,
Conference Room I

7 pm Teen Al-Anon, Room 6

Friday, April 4
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
7 pm Stations of the Cross, Main Church

Saturday, April 5

9 am First Communion Mini-Retreat

10 am Scripture Study, Community Room
4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church
4:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal

S pm Mass, Main Church

After Mass:

Neighbors, Inc. Food Drive
New Parishioner Registration

Sunday, April 6—Fifth Sunday of Lent
8:30 & 10:30 am

Choir Rehearsal, Main Church

9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church

9 am

1 pm

Confirmation Parent/Sponsor/
Candidate Day

Confirmation Penance Service,
Main Church

9 & 11 am Liturgy of the Word for Children

9am

Sunday School, Lower Level

After Masses:

6:30 pm

Neighbors, Inc. Food Drive
New Parishioner Registration
Youth Group
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Parish Pastoral Council

Kelly Garrett, Chair ..........cccoevvererennne 651-340-8963
Sarah Larsen, Vice Chair...................... 612-384-1474
Alice Sheeler, Secretary.........c..ccccenee. 651-457-8119
Mary Pat Ferraro.......c.ccceecveenieenneennnne. 651-454-1091
AN HOCY ..o, 651-994-7870
Yvonne Houle-Gillard ............c..c..c....... 651-452-5316
Lance Miller.........ccocceevienieniniiene. 952-432-6957
Nancy Stanton........cc.cceeeveeenieenieennnca. 651-686-9009
Joseph Towle ......cccooeeniiiiiniiiees 651-683-9250

Parish Pastoral Council Voice Mailbox:
651-905-4309
Parish Pastoral Council Email:

Trustees:
Jim OricChiO...oeei i e 651-452-3587
Helen WilKie .o 651-365-1334

Readings for the
Week of March 30

Sunday: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Eph 5:8-14/
Jn9:1-41
Monday: Is 65:17-21/Jn 4:43-54

Tuesday: Ez47:1-9, 12/Jn 5:1-16
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Jn 5:17-30

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Jn 5:31-47

Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Jn 7:40-53

Next Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45

©Liturgical Publications Inc.

Mass Intentions

The following are the intentions remembered
by the priest at Mass:
Monday, March 31 - TMarissa Peoples

Tuesday, April 1 - $Suzanne Carngie
Wednesday, April 2 - ¥Robert LeMay
Thursday, April 3 - For Health & Healing
of Jessica Fontecha

Friday, April 4 - TMarie Brinckmann
Saturday, April 5 - TTom Pahl
Sunday, April 6 - 9 a.m. - tMary Chapdelaine

11 a.m. - Mass For the People



Fourth Sunday of Lent

Minute Memo from Ms. Shimshock

7t is easy to get caught up in our failures and we can get
stuck on ourselves during these long winter days.
Thankfully, our God is one of second chances. We are a
work in progress. As long as we cooperate with God’s
plan, we can be confident that God is at work in and
through us and desires so much more for us.

This one thing I do, forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on
toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of
God.

Philippians 3:13-14

Ms. Shimshock
Faithful Shepherd Principal

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121
651-406-4747

“Life-Giving Love”
Lenten Reflections

Fr. Leonard Andrie is offering a three-part series on the
suffering, death, and Resurrection of Christ as revealed in
the Gospel of Matthew. Participants are asked to bring a
Bible with them; no registration is required. The series is
at the Church of St. Joseph, 1154 Seminole Avenue, West
St. Paul, Mondays, March 31 and April 7 from 7-8:30
p-m. in the Great Room.

Archdiocesan Marriage
Day Celebration

You are invited to celebrate the beautiful mystery of the
mutual self-gift between of man and woman in the
Sacrament of Matrimony on: Saturday, June 7, at the
Cathedral of St. Paul at 10 a.m. for Mass, renewal of
vows, and a short reception. Couples married 50 years or
more will be honored in a special way. Families and
friends of honored couples are welcome! Sponsored by the
Archdiocesan Office of Marriage, Family and Life. For
more information, call 651-291-4488 or visit their
website:
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New Parishioner Registration

Interested in joining the parish? New parishioner
registration will be held after all Masses the first weekend
of each month in the Gathering Space. You can also
register by contacting Sara Rogers at 651-905-4308 or
clicking on the “Community/Join St. Peter’s” link on the
parish website.

Save the Date!

Friday, April 11, is the annual Workcamp
Lenten Pasta Dinner, once again catered by
Chelsea's Cafe in Richfield. This year we :’})?‘)!)
will once again be offering a wonderful
meatless dinner with your choice of
spaghetti, fettuccine alfredo, or cheese
ravioli, with Caesar Salad and breadsticks.
This year we will also offer gluten free spaghetti noodles
as an option if anyone has that dietary requirement. The
dinner is from 5-7 p.m. Cost is $5 for children age 5-12,
$8 for adults, or $25 for a family. Reservations are not
necessary.

We will also once again host a silent auction during the
dinner, with a wide variety of gift baskets available for
bidding. Some baskets will be available for bidding after
Masses the weekend of April 5/6. If you have any
questions, contact Ed Overell at 651-905-4312.

Hearing and Vision Aids
Available for Mass

If you find it hard to hear at Mass or your ability to
participate is inhibited by difficulty reading the hymnal or
worship aids, we can help with that. Please see one of our
friendly ushers and let them know of your need. We have
hearing devices and magnifiers available for you to use
while you’re here. Thank you.

Global Solidarity Sunday

March 29/30 is designated Global Solidarity Sunday
weekend in the Archdiocese when we will offer special
prayers and support our brothers and sisters all over the
world. On this Sunday, a special outreach collection will
be taken for four global priorities of the U.S. Catholic
Bishops that includes Africa, Latin America, Central and
Eastern Europe, as well as humanitarian activities of
Catholic Relief Services. Please be as generous as you are
able and support your brothers and sisters overseas.
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20 Thompson Ave. E, Suite 201 » West St. Paul

(651) 457-6348 » (877) 2210346

www.stevestremski.com

Licenfed Home Daycare

Space available now!

fZSam-King

Complete Repairing ® Domestic &
Import Cars « Light Trucks & Vans

1521 Randolph  651-690-2050

Stephanie Overell » Panshioner

FOR AD INFO CALL Dave Nommensen at 1-800-678-4574 ¢ www.4LPi.com
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