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Reflections from our 

Community Life Coordinator 

A nother season of Lent has begun, and we are 
beginning our preparations for Easter. I used to think of 

Lent as a dreary, barren time of the year (and the weather 

outside doesn’t always seem to help), because we are 

asked to follow so many rules and to give something up 

or take on extra. In other words, life gets more difficult.  

 

In today’s second reading, St. Paul reminds us to “bear 

your share of hardship for the gospel with the strength 

that comes from God.” (2 Tim 1:8) Our sufferings, those 

self-imposed and those not, are not meant to be carried 

alone. God is here for us and wants to actively help us by 

giving us his grace.  

 

Unfortunately, if we don’t want God’s grace, he is not 

going to force it on us. We have to be open to receive it. 

We may even need to seek it out, but we are lucky—his 

graces can come in many, many different forms. 

 

Even the “rules” of Lent are a great way to open ourselves 

up to God’s grace. When we fast on Ash Wednesday or 

Good Friday, or when we abstain from eating meat on 

Fridays, we should be using that twinge of hunger or 

desire for a burger to turn us to prayer. We can thank God 

for all of the food we do have available to us, and pray for 

(or give time or money to) those who do not have the 

same choices. We can also use it to remind ourselves that 

we are weak and in need of strength; we are dependent on 

God. 

 

Another, and probably the most obvious, way to receive 

God’s grace is to receive the sacraments as often as 

possible. You can receive the Eucharist all week at the 9 

a.m. Mass in our Historic Church. If you’re willing to 

visit other parishes, there are Masses at all times of the 

day. The time to sit and reflect on God’s word and receive 

His body and blood is invaluable. Reconciliation is also a 

beautiful way to actively grow your spiritual life; it forces 

us to seek humility and the grace received from this 

sacrament helps us make better choices in the future.  

 

The spiritual help we can receive from others can be 

discounted, but God can easily work through friends, 

family, and even people we don’t know. You can find 

many chances for growth right in this bulletin, for 

ministries both in and outside our parish. You can also 

find many of them online. There are two in particular that 

I use which can be sent directly to your email so you 

never miss them (and you can read them on your own 

time—something very important to this busy mom). Lent  

Reflections, with Fr. Robert Barron, sends you a short 

reflection each day of Lent, and I can tell you that they 

really make you think. You can sign up by going to 

www.LentReflections.com. If you would rather pray than 

read, you could sign up at www.PrayMoreNovenas.com. 

They typically pray about one novena each month, and 

during the novena you receive one email each day with the 

prayers. It is beautiful to know that you are praying with 

over 80,000 people across the world! 

 

Most of these ways to receive God’s grace incorporate 

prayer in some way. Daily prayer, even for five or ten 

minutes a day, can be life-changing. It can force you to 

think about what you’re thankful for, where you depend 

on God the most, and what ways you can grow closer to 

him. Again, it doesn’t have to be an hour every day; just 

making a consistent time of day to talk to God (even if it’s 

just, “I don’t know what to say today!”) is a big step to 

opening your life to receive his graces and carry your 

burdens “with the strength that comes from God.” 

 

If we take these opportunities to open ourselves up to 

God’s grace, our hardships become easier to bear. Where I 

used to see rules, I now see opportunities the Church has 

given me to grow in my faith. Lent is really a time of 

preparation to meet Jesus when he rises at Easter; we are 

turning from a cold, dark, lifeless winter to a warmer, life-

giving spring. Our trials might appear to make life more 

difficult, but they are all to remind us of our ultimate goal: 

to become a saint and join God in Heaven one day. With 

God’s grace, we can get there.  

 

May your Lent be fruitful and bring you closer to Christ! 

 

 

 

 

Sara Rogers 

Community Life Coordinator 

  

 

Fridays 
March 21, 28, April 4 & 11 

7-7:35 p.m.  
Main Church 

Save the Date! 
 

St. Peter’s 
Appreciation Dinner 
Thursday, May 15 

Watch the bulletin for more 
information. 
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Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation (RE/FF) 

Reconciliation Services for Grades 3-8 
On Wednesday, March 19, grades 3-8 will participate in 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation during their regular class 

times. Students will go to their classroom as usual and 

then will go to the Main Church as a class. Parents and 

family are welcome to join us and participate in the 

Sacrament as well. Grades 1 and 2 will have class as 

normally scheduled. If you have any questions, please 

contact Kathy Raible at 651-905-4311. 

 

Sunday School  
There will be no Sunday School classes on March 23 due 

to spring break. If you have any questions, please contact 

Beth Halbert at 651-905-4313. 

 

Liturgy of the Word for Children 
There will be no Liturgy of the Word for Children on 

March 23 due to spring break. If you have any questions, 

please contact Kathy Raible at 651-905-4311. 

 

Caring Hearts for the Homeless—Thank You!  
We would like to offer our gratitude to the families of the 

Religious Education/Faith Formation programs for 

collecting much needed items for the homeless in our 

surrounding areas. This year, over 40 pounds were 

collected and delivered. Your generosity of spirit will 

bring comfort to many in our community. 

 

Kids’ Change for Kids 
The children of St. Peter’s have adopted a child from 

Uganda. All children are asked to bring in money that 

they have earned and place it in one of the cans marked 

KIDS' CHANGE FOR KIDS. The cans are in every 

classroom. Please talk to your child about the importance 

of helping those less fortunate—it will make a difference 

in their lives. Thank you! 

Random Acts of Kindness 

The Random Acts of Kindness cross is in the 

Gathering Space by the elevator. Each time you perform a 

random act of kindness—an act you perform because of a 

“desire to connect, to lend a helping hand and/or to extend 

ourselves out into the world”—please put a tissue paper 

flower into the cross. By Easter we will have a blooming 

cross of kindness! 

Lenten Alms 

This year alms 

collected at St. 

Peter’s throughout 

Lent will be donated 

to Loaves and Fishes. 46 million Americans live in 

poverty. For over 32 years Loaves and Fishes has worked 

to end hunger in Minnesota by providing free meals for 

those facing hunger. If you have questions regarding the 

hunger ministry they provide, please contact Lisa Amos at 

651-905-4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org.  

Turn Hunger into Hope at 

Feed My Starving Children 

The Church of St. Peter is sponsoring our first food 

packing event at Feed My Starving Children 

(FMSC). FMSC is a non-profit Christian organization 

where volunteers hand-pack meals specifically formulated 

for malnourished children, and then the meals are shipped 

to nearly 70 countries. What a simple way to complete a 

corporal work of mercy by feeding the hungry! 

 

Bring your family and friends and join us to pack meals 

at FMSC’s Eagan location on Tuesday, April 1, from 6 to 

7:30 p.m. Adults and children ages 5 and up are welcome 

to participate! To register to pack meals, please 

contact Tom Alm at thomasalm@comcast.net or 651-895-

5070. 

Pastoral Ministry 

The Labyrinth For Catholics: Its History and Use 
Although it is an ancient meditation tool, the use of 

labyrinths for Catholic contemplation can be traced to 

cathedrals of the Middle Ages. In the European cathedrals 

they were used traditionally as a site of pilgrimage.   

Labyrinths can be found today in churches, parks, retreat 

centers, hospitals, schools, homes and prisons.  Join us on 

Tuesday, March 25, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in Heritage 

Center and explore this ancient prayer tradition. Marilyn 

Larson will share its history as a Christian meditation tool 

and guide us in a walk through an indoor labyrinth in the 

Chartres style. Come in comfortable clothing and bring 

slippers or socks, as shoes will not be allowed on the 

labyrinth. Registration and fee of $25/person is required 

and space is limited to the first 40 people. With further 

questions or to register please contact Lisa Amos at 651-

905-4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org.   
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Weekly Contribution Summary 
 

Budget for the period 3/3/14-3/9/14 ...................... $20,743 

Actual for the period 3/3/14-3/9/14 ....................... $14,790 

Year-to-Date Budget ............................................ $656,374 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................. $576,127 

March is Minnesota 

FoodShare Month 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 
 

Matthew 26:40-41—Jesus said to Peter: 

“Could you not watch with me one hour? 

Watch and pray.” 
 

For more information 
please contact Jane Vasiliou at 651-454-5292 

or jvasiliou@comcast.net 

For more than three decades, the 

Minnesota FoodShare March 

Campaign has been making HUGE 

difference in relieving hunger 

throughout the state. This grass-roots 

campaign is the only one of its kind in the entire nation – 

and it is right here in Minnesota. This is a wonderful 

resource for all Minnesota food shelves. Neighbors is 

grateful for ALL donations and appreciates how carefully 

people have shopped for items most needed throughout 

the year. March is an important month for donations 

because Neighbors receives extra dollars from Minnesota 

Food Share for food and money collected. 

 

St. Peter’s is participating in the Minnesota FoodShare 

Campaign by sending all of our donations to Neighbors, 

Inc., a local food shelf. Special grocery bags will 

distributed for you to take home after Mass today. Please 

consider filling a bag with your donations and returning it 

to St. Peter’s by March 30. Monetary donations are also 

encouraged. Each dollar donated is equivalent to one 

pound of food. You may place your monetary donation in 

the collection basket at Mass. Address the envelope to 

Neighbors, Inc. 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

An Interdenominational Coalition 
of South Suburban Churches 

presents the second 
in a five-week series: 

 
Growing Through Loss 

with 

Jody Slaughter, M.Div, BSW, Pastoral Counselor 
 

Jody will speak on 
“When Grief and Depression Intersect.” 

 

Thursday, March 20 
Augustana Lutheran Church 

1400 South Robert Street, West St. Paul 
 

Registration, 6:30 p.m.; Speaker, 6:55 p.m.; 
Support Groups (facilitated by trained leaders), 

8 p.m. Freewill offering. 
 

For additional information call 952-890-0045 or email 

growingthroughloss@gmail.com. 

Sincere Sympathy 

St. Peter’s Parish extends its 
sympathy to the family and friends of 
Laverne Carlson. We invite all to join 
us in praying that God may make her a 

sharer in eternal salvation. 

Welcome, New Parishioners! 

The Church of St. Peter would like to extend a warm 

welcome to our newly registered parishioners: 
 

Mike Candy and Elena Cruz 
Marvin and Mary Seefeld 

Brad Fornoff 
Phillip and Nadine Vieth and family 

Antoinette Crea-Larson 
John and Tania Koegel and family 

 

We are excited to have you join our faith community!  

We are now accepting donations for Easter 

flowers in memory or honor of a loved one. If 

you would like to make a donation, pick up an 

envelope on the information counter or in the 

parish office and return through Sunday 

collections or in the parish office by Wednesday, 

April 9. All names will be listed in our Easter bulletin. 

Easter Flowers 
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Monday, March 17 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 6 pm St. Paul Civic Symphony, Heritage Center 
 

Tuesday, March 18 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

  Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 

 After the 9 am Mass Until 6 pm 

 9:45 am Women’s Bible Study, Ravoux Room 

 10:30 am Mobile Meals 

 11 am Lilydale Senior Living Mass 

 6:30 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting, 

  Conference Room I 
 

Wednesday, March 19 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Conference Room I 

 9:45 am Pastoral Visitation Team, 

   Conference Room II 

 4:30 pm Grades 1-2 Class 

   Grades 3-5 Reconciliation Service 

 6:30 pm Grades 1-2 Class 

   Grades 3-8 Reconciliation Service 

 6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Conference Room I 
 

Thursday, March 20 

 9 am Scripture/Communion Service, 

   Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 10 am Faithfully Fit Forever, Ravoux Room 

 7 pm A Community Caring for Life, 

   Conference Room I 

 7 pm Finance Council, Conference Room III 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Teen Al-Anon, Room 6 
 

Friday, March 21 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 5-7 pm Lenten Fish Dinner, Heritage Center 

 7 pm Stations of the Cross, Main Church 
 

Saturday, March 22 

 9 and 10:30 am 

   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 9 am CCW Lenten Speaker, Heritage Center 

 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass: 

   Neighbors, Inc. Food Drive 
 

Sunday, March 23—Third Sunday of Lent 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 After Masses: 

   Neighbors, Inc. Food Drive 

The Week of March 17 Parish Pastoral Council 

Kelly Garrett, Chair .............................. 651-340-8963 
Sarah Larsen, Vice Chair ...................... 612-384-1474 
Alice Sheeler, Secretary ........................ 651-457-8119 
Mary Pat Ferraro ................................... 651-454-1091 
Ann Hoey .............................................. 651-994-7870 
Yvonne Houle-Gillard .......................... 651-452-5316 
Lance Miller .......................................... 952-432-6957 
Nancy Stanton ....................................... 651-686-9009 
Joseph Towle ........................................ 651-683-9250 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Voice Mailbox:  
651-905-4309 

Parish Pastoral Council Email: 
ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 

 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio .......................................... 651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie ......................................... 651-365-1334 

Readings for the 

Week of March 16 

Sunday: Gn 12:1-4a/2 Tm 1:8b-10/Mt 17:1-9 

Monday: Dn 9:4b-10/Lk 6:36-38 

Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20/Mt 23:1-12 

Wednesday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Rom 4:13, 

16-18, 22/Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 

2:41-51a 

Thursday: Jer 17:5-10/Lk 16:19-31 

Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Mt 21:33

-43, 45-46 

Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 

Next Sunday: Ex 17:3-7/Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42, 

19b-26, 39a, 40-42 
 

©Liturgical Publications Inc. 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered 
by the priest at Mass:  
 Monday, March 17 - †Fr. Mathew Cherucheril 

 Tuesday, March 18 - †Marie Brinckmann 

 Wednesday, March 19 - †Robert LeMay 

 Friday, March 21 - 

†Julian Bilski 

 Saturday, March 22 - †Liam Oliver Duggan 

 Sunday, March 23 

9 a.m. - †Jeffrey Weiss 

11 a.m. - Mass For the People 
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2014 Catholic Services 

Appeal Begins 
“Seek first the Kingdom of God.” Matthew 6:24–34 

The 2014 Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) 

is underway. If you have not made your 

contribution to the 2014 Catholic Services 

Appeal, please consider doing so today. 

 

The Appeal funds services that no one 

parish or individual can support alone. These  services 

must go on despite these troubled times in our 

archdiocese. It is important to know that contributions to 

the Catholic Services Appeal will be used for the benefit 

of designated ministries of the Appeal and for no other 

purposes. Please visit the new Catholic Services Appeal 

Foundation website at csafspm.org for more information. 

 

When you give to the Catholic Services Appeal you 

provide food and shelter, education, spiritual support, and 

sacraments to individuals who are in need, disabled, 

imprisoned, hospitalized, or in nursing homes. You help 

give nearly 2,500 students access to a life-changing 

Catholic school education their families could not 

otherwise afford. You support seminarians preparing for 

the priesthood, make the annual Archdiocesan Youth Day 

happen, and help fund the Rediscover: evangelization and 

catechesis initiative. You help our 65,000 brothers and 

sisters at the mission parish of Jesucristo Resucitado in 

Venezuela. You help support Latino ministry for our 

Spanish speaking brothers and sisters at 23 local parishes. 

And, when our parish reaches its goal, 25% of all funds 

received will be returned for use to support ministries in 

our parish. 

 

This year, the theme of the Appeal is: “Seek first the 

Kingdom of God.” Funds given to the Catholic Services 

Appeal help to share the message of salvation not only in 

our parish but throughout our local Church and beyond. 

Commit to helping the CSA supported ministries. Then, 

please contemplate God’s gifts to you and reflect on your 

gratitude for these gifts. Your financial support for the 

work of our parish and vital ministries throughout this 

local Church is one way to express this gratitude. Thank 

you. 

Pledges Received $24,021 

Goal $41,219 

% of Goal 58% 

Balance Remaining $17,198 

St. Peter’s Council of Catholic 

Women Lenten Presentation 

Saturday, March 22 
9 a.m.-12 Noon 

8:30 a.m.: Gathering, Registration, Refreshments 
St. Peter’s Heritage Center 

Cost: $5 
 

All women and men of the parish 
are invited to attend. 

 
Lenten Speaker 

Rev. James Wolnik 
Spiritual Advisor for the 

Council of Catholic Women Deanery 
Will present 

“Finding Jesus in Prayer” 
 

Sign up after Masses this weekend. 

March 29/30 is designated Global Solidarity Sunday 

weekend in the Archdiocese when we will offer special 

prayers and support for our brothers and sisters all over 

the world. On this Sunday, a special outreach collection 

will be taken for four global priorities of the U.S. Catholic 

Bishops that includes Africa, Latin America, Central and 

Eastern Europe, as well as humanitarian activities of 

Catholic Relief Services. Please be as generous as you are 

able and support your brothers and sisters overseas. 

Thank you.  

Global Solidarity Sunday 

Marriage Encounter Weekend 

Resolve to improve your marriage by attending the March 

22-23 Marriage Encounter! Weekends are held at 

beautiful Mt. Olivet Conference and Retreat Center in 

Farmington. Visit www.marriages.org for a listing of 

additional retreats or call 651-454-3238. 

 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651-406-4747, www.fscsmn.org 



E-Mail: jtallman@4LPi.com
for more information

Ken Pace - Bob Pace

1247 So. Robert Street

West St. Paul, MN 55118

Sinclair

We specialize in professional 
bumper to bumper auto care 
& repairs on foreign and 
domestic cars & trucks.

 Like a good neighbor,  

 State Farm is there.®

 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

 Steven J. Stremski, Agent

 

   
  www.stevestremski.com

Lee Education Center
One-to-One Tutoring

All Areas, All Ages,

Rd/MA/ACT/SAT Specialists

www.learnatlee.com

Mendota Heights 651-683-9397

971 Sibley Memorial Hwy.
Direct: (651) 224-4050

pdonohue@mnhomes.com

Specialists

25 Years  

of Service

EAGAN 
1360 Duckwood Drive 

Eagan, MN 55123

(651) 687-0111

DWIGHT RABUSE 
ATTORNEY 

Rabuse Law Firm, P.A.

612.843.3333

Rabuselaw.com

White Funeral Homes
 Burnsville & Apple Valley

952-894-5080

www.whitefuneralhomes.com

John White, Parishioner

 Purple, Gold and You!

 Cretin-Derham Hall

 St. Paul, MN 55116
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“Risk factors such as age, blood 

pressure, cholesterol level and blood 

sugar do not reflect the actual condition 

of the arteries or heart; thus, these risk 

factors are not sensitive predictors 

of disease. Newer methods are now 

available to identify abnormalities in 

the pre-clinical stage, long before they 

become symptomatic.” 

Call us at (612) 672-7422 to find out more.

for

A P C

D J. B
--

A non-profit perpetual care cemetery 

serving all faiths since 1925.

BILL RASCHER 

MECHANICAL
Plumbing Heating Cooling

Residential & Commercial 
Remodeling - New Construction - Repairs

651-450-6622
www.BillRascherMech.com

Doran-King

Home Care 
Solutions

“The Shining Star in Home Care”

763-231-9000

Call Steve Commers 
for Courteous and Professional Service 

SteveCommers@edinarealty.com

                  651-554-3131

 
Auto, Home, Business, 

 & Life Insurance

David P. Kelliher 
Owner/Agent

kelliherins@gmail.com

Of ce 651-451-1325

SHOULDN’T YOUR 
AD BE HERE?

For information on advertising,

please call our church representative

DAVE NOMMENSEN at 1800-950-9952 

ext. 2465

Email: dnommensen@4LPi.com

www.SeekandFind.com

Your Friendly
Neighborhood
Meeting Place

Breakfast & Bloody Bar
Weekends starting at 10:30am

857 Hwy 13, Lilydale

  Cleaners

Heritage Center
Is Available For

Meetings & Parties
Rental Discount For

St. Peter’s Parishioners

Call Mary Jubenville
At The Parish Of"ce

651-452-4550
For Information & Reservations

Max Steininger Inc.
Excavation, Demolition, Earth Retention

Serving Commercial, Municipal, & Industrial Customers 

Since 1968

(651) 454-6620

(612) 339-7461

NIKOLAI & MERSEREAU, P.A.

Klecatsky & Sons 

West Funeral Home

www.klecatskys.com
651-454-9488

West St. Paul and Eagan

     FOR NFO C 1-800-678-4574  WWW.4LPi.COM             ST. PETER, MENDOTA
 

   651-452-1311

 

380 W. 7th St. 

St. Paul 

bonfesauto.com

 
CAR CARE BY PEOPLE WHO CARE

COMPLETE MECHANICAL REPAIRS

 

 

651-222-4458

print | solutions
Specializing in B2B & Nonprofit Printing & Mailing

Dave Cavallaro  
www.printsolutionsmn.com

 

    24/7
Shop



  St. Peter’s Annual Lenten St. Peter’s Annual Lenten   

F i s h  D i n n e rF i s h  D i n n e r   
          Friday, March 21 
 

      5 to 7 p.m. 
 

    Heritage Center 

 
 Menu 
 Beer Battered Cod             

Green Beans 

Coleslaw 

Rolls 

Mac and Cheese 

Assorted Desserts 

Water, Coffee, Lemonade, and Milk 

 Beer and Wine also available 

 
 Cost   
  Adult (Age 13 and up) — $8  

   Child (Age 5 to 12) — $5 

    Ages 4 & under — FREE 

     
           Join us for Stations of the Cross following dinner at 7 p.m.! 

Bring your friends 

and family for great 

company and a 

tasty Lenten meal!  


