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SUNDAY MASSES (all in the Main Church)
Saturday 5 pm

Sunday 9 am and 11 am

WEEKDAY MASSES (all in the Historic Church)
9 am Monday-Friday

HOLY DAYS As announced.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Fridays, 8 to 8:45 am and Saturdays 4 to 4:45 pm
and also any time by appointment.

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS
Call the parish office for more information.

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS
Mary LeClair................. E-mail:
or call the parish office at 651-452-4550.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.stpetersmendota.org
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Reflections from our Pastoral
Associate, Lisa Amos

7—here is something tremendously appealing about the

season of Lent. This may seem counter-intuitive to some
of us. We can ask ourselves why it is we find such
happiness in a stretch of time that invites us to take a hard
look at what in our lives keeps us from fully living out
our relationship with Jesus Christ.

I have a close friend who loves to tease me every year
when Lent rolls around. She misunderstands my joy in
this season as self-recrimination and enjoyment in gloom
and judgment. I continue to pray and have hope that she
will eventually see these 40 days as one of the greatest
gifts of our Church. Where else in our lives do we have
the opportunity to create space for the One who loves us
more than anyone else? Who else calls to us, over and
over, without tiring of responses that often fall short? |
don’t know about you, but every year I find that | need
Lent more than ever. The more I open myself to Jesus in
my life, the more I desire a complete spring cleaning of
my heart.

For me, Lent is much like the weeks before I throw a
party or have houseguests. Most of the time, | think my
housekeeping is adequate. There aren’t many glaringly
obvious signs of dirt (just the usual clutter that comes
with having children). Just please don’t show up
unannounced and open my bedroom closets or look
behind my oven. It’s inevitable, though, that once I know
I’'ll be having company, the to-do list of cleaning to
prepare for their arrival is long. I spend the weeks
scrubbing and organizing, prioritizing and purging, until
everything is ready for those I love. I look around and tell
my husband that we should have company more often so
our house is always that clean. Then the guests arrive, and
I am better able to relax and spend time with them and get
closer to them, knowing that I’ve prepared a comfortable
and welcoming place for them.

So it is with Lent. All year, I do my best to make time for
the Lord in my life and all year I feel like I do an
adequate job. Then Lent arrives, and our celebration of
Jesus’ great sacrifice and triumph over sin is approaching.
It’s time to start a thorough cleaning and preparation in
my heart for his arrival. Every year the list of how I can
better my relationship is longer than I think. And every
year, because of the effort I spend during Lent, I clear
away enough to make more room in my heart for him.

It is not easy though. It’s hard work and requires time and
a willingness to really look at what’s in need of our
attention. It demands that we use all that we have at our
disposal and cries out for help from others. Lent, and later
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Holy Week, allow us to slow down and make very real
room in our lives for God. For some this can be as simple
as waking up ten minutes earlier and reading and
reflecting on Scripture. I’d recommend starting with
Mark’s Gospel but any will do. For others it may mean
dusting off a treasured rosary and making that wonderful
prayer and meditation on the story of Jesus. For still
others it may be a retreat, Stations of the Cross, going to
confession, or listening to music that inspires in us, love
for Jesus. The gifts of our faith are many. Whichever we
choose to accept can enrich and deepen our closeness to
God, our Father. It’s not important what we do, but that
we allow ourselves, and others, time to grow in gratitude.

Sometimes the most difficult thing to find lurking in the
back of the closets of our hearts is apathy. We may find
that although we are outwardly dedicated to the
obligations of our faith, that is where our interest ends.
And that’s okay; it’s natural for our faith to ebb and flow.
Lent can be an opportunity to open ourselves up honestly
to what is at the root of our apathy. Then, once revealed,
we can and should spend some time praying about it. We
can spend time in silent stillness that makes room for
God’s answer to us, and then awesomely, begin the work
of clearing it away. Maybe you’ll be drawn to confession
for the first time in many, many years (or your first time
ever). Maybe you’ll decide you want to learn more about
Scripture and you’ll sign up for a class or Bible study.
Maybe you’ll begin to notice those among us at St.
Peter’s who radiate their love of Jesus and you’ll find
ways to spend more time around them.

This year, our community is especially blessed because
we will welcome a new member into our Christian family
at the Easter Vigil. This is so important that even the
Gospel readings change. In those parishes who look
forward to adult Baptism at Easter, we hear stories from
Luke that allude to Baptism. In Baptism, our own and our
witness of others, we have an encounter with Jesus. In
Baptism, we are not only cleansed, but also healed and
restored. Baptism is where our discipleship begins. Every
year | am blessed to be a part of this sacred event and my
faith is renewed and restored. Every year I stand in awe of
the beauty and glory of God’s mercy. When | witness the
joy in Deb as she draws nearer to her death and rebirth in
Christ Jesus, my heart expands and Jesus immediately
fills that space with his love. If you feel any less than
joyful exuberance about your faith, I want to extend to
you a special invitation to make the Triduum a part of
your Easter celebration this year. Sure, it’s three nights,
and yes, the Easter Vigil is late and long. But, in my
opinion, it’s worth every sacrifice and every minute. It’s
the story of our faith. It’s our story. Make it your story.

May God bless you with a new and deep awareness of His
love and mercy this Lent and beyond.
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Religious Education/
Faith Formation (RE/FF)

Reconciliation Services for Grades 3-8

On Wednesday, March 18, grades 3-8 will participate in
the Sacrament of Reconciliation during their regular class
times. Students will go to their classroom as usual and
then will go to the Main Church as a class. Parents and
family are welcome to join us and participate in the
Sacrament as well. Grade 1 will have class as normally
scheduled. If you have any questions, please contact
Kathy Raible at 651-905-4311.

Grade 2: Grade 2 does not have class on Wednesday,
March 18. If families are interested in bringing their child
to the Reconciliation service, please contact Kathy Raible
at 651-905-4311.

Workcamp Lenten
Pasta Dinner

The annual Workcamp Lenten Pasta Dinner will be on
Friday, March 27, from 5-7 p.m. Join us for

a wonderful (catered) all-you-can-eat meal (f
of spaghetti with meatless sauce, fettuccine :3)39)
alfredo, and cheese ravioli with salad,
breadsticks and dessert. Tickets are $8 for )
adults, $5 for children, or $25 for a family.
No advance reservation or purchase
required. That night will also feature our annual Gift
Basket Silent Auction, where guests will have the
opportunity to bid on wonderful gift baskets to take home.
All proceeds benefit Workcamp and our trip this July to
Hastings, Michigan.

If you would be interested in donating a gift basket or item
to the silent auction, please contact Ed Overell at 651-905-
4312 or

Workcamp Adult Leaders Needed

Have you ever wondered what Workcamp was like? Well,
here is your chance to find out! We are in need of
additional adult leaders for our trip this July to Hastings,
Michigan. If you are 21 or older, and can take a week off
at the end of July, that could be you! If you would be
interested in attending Workcamp as an adult leader (at no
cost), please contact Ed Overell at 651-905-4312 or

Come as a Guest
Leave as a Friend
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Enrich and Deepen Lent
Experience:
A Series by Fr. Steven

This Lent, you are invited to enter more fully into the
spiritual experience of Lent by attending a three-part
series presented by our own Fr. Steven: “Entering More
Deeply into the Heart of the Father with Jesus.”
Childcare will be available upon advance registration.

Sundays, March 15 and 22
2-4 p.m., Heritage Center

By His life and teaching, Jesus not only reveals the
Father’s merciful heart, but more wonderfully still,
through the gift of the sacrament of confession and our
Lenten observances of prayer, fasting and almsgiving,
Jesus takes us more deeply into the Father’s heart, that
inexhaustible source of His life and strength, of His love,
joy, and peace.

Session 2, March 15:

Session 3, March 22: Fasting
and Almsgiving

Prayer

Sessions may be enjoyed individually. There is no need to
preregister for the talks.

Holy Week Liturgy Schedule
All Liturgies are in the Main Church

Individual Confessions:
Saturdays, 4-4:45 p.m.
(no Confessions on Holy Saturday)

Holy Thursday, April 2
No 9 a.m. Mass
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7 p.m.
With Procession of the Blessed Sacrament

Good Friday, April 3
No 9 a.m. Mass
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion, 7 p.m.

Easter Vigil, April 4
No 5 p.m. Mass
The Easter Vigil will begin at 8 p.m.

Easter Sunday, April 5
Mass celebrated at 9 and 11 a.m.

Parish Office Hours
The parish will close at 12 noon
on Good Friday, April 3, and will be
closed all day Monday, April 6.
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St. Peter's Community News

Annual Giving

Weekly Contribution Summary:

Budget for period of Mar. 2-Mar. 8, 2015 ........... $19,053
Actual for period of Mar. 2-Mar. 8, 2015............ $21,272
Year to Date Budget .........ccccoevvvviieieieneeeienen, $596,018
Year to Date Actual .........cooovveeeveiieeeieeeeeeeen. $599,247

Altar Server Training

Fr. Steven will be hosting training for all CURRENT
and NEW servers, Sunday, March 15, from 4-6 p.m. in
the Main Church.
e This will be enlightening and informative—it’s
important for all servers to attend
e Pizza will be served at the end!
e Feel free to invite siblings and friends to this
ministry and training
All current 4™ and 5™ graders, junior high and high
schoolers are invited.

This is the only training available at this time. Please
contact Trish Reimann, 651-456-0077, if you have any
questions.

Feed My Starving Children

You are invited to join members of the Feed My Starving
Children (FMSC) ministry team and many of our First
Communion families as we participate in a meal packing
event on Thursday, April 9, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.at Feed
My Starving Children in Eagan. FMSC is located at 990
Lone Oak Road, Eagan (just east of Lexington).

Space is limited, so if you are interested in joining us in
this, or future food packing events, please contact Paul or
Peggy Hirsch at 651-431-1832 or at

. Last time, the FMSC Ministry
members and other St Peter’s volunteers came together
with others in the community to assemble 12,312 meals,
enough to feed 34 kids for an entire year! Please join us
for this fun and rewarding event!

Save the Date!

f St. Peter’s annual Volunteer
Roidldd

Appreciation Dinner is scheduled

for Saturday, April 18, starting at 6
ankyou vorntiiks . pm. in Heritage Center. The dinner
is open to all St. Peter’s volunteers.
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Stations of the Cross
and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
with Benediction
Fridays, March 20, 27
7 p.m. in the Main Church

There will be Confessions
before Stations each Friday
6-6:45 p.m.

Sincere Sympathy

St. Peter's Parish extends its

sympathy to the families and friends w 'NCHRM C
of Leo Fecht and Mark Ginder. We k{,‘{&\,m’ .
invite all to join us in praying that God

may make them sharers in eternal salvation.

Easter Flowers

\ -, We are now accepting donations for Easter
SN 1l h fa loved one. If
'd é’{ owers in memory or honor of a loved one.

g /. you would like to make a donation, pick up an
7 envelope on the information counter or in the

W parish office and return through Sunday

~ collections or in the parish office by Wednesday,
March 25. All names will be listed in our Easter bulletin.

Website
Volunteers Needed

St. Peter’s Technology Committee is looking for
additional volunteers to help maintain and produce
content for our website. We are looking for:
e  Writers to help compose articles about the parish
for the website
e Photographers to volunteer to take pictures at
various parish events
e Someone who already works with and
understands WordPress, to help maintain and
update sections of the website

If you would be interested in filling any of these roles,
please contact Sara Rogers,
or Ed Overell,
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The Week of March 16

Monday, March 16

9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)

6 pm St. Paul Civic Symphony

7 pm Boy Scouts, Ravoux Room
Tuesday, March 17

9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament
After the 9 am Mass Until 6 pm
9:45am  Women’s Bible Study,
Conference Room I, Ravoux Room
11 am Mobile Meals, Off Campus
6:30 pm  Parish Pastoral Council Meeting,
Conference Room |

Wednesday, March 18
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
9:45am  Divine Mercy Cenacle, Ravoux Room
4:30 pm  Grades 1, 3-5
6:30 pm  Choir, Music Room
6:30 pm  Grades 1, 3-8

Thursday, March 19
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
9:30 am  Senior Group Trip, Off Campus
6:30 pm A Community Caring for Life Meeting,
Conference Room I

7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5
7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7
7 pm Teen Al-Anon, Room 6

Friday, March 20
8-8:45 am Confessions, Main Church
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
5-7 pm Fish Dinner, Heritage Center
6-6:45 pm Confessions, Main Church
7 pm Stations of the Cross, Main Church

Saturday, March 21
9 and 10:30 am
Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4

10 am Scripture Study, Conference Room I
4 pm Confessions, Main Church

4:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room

5 pm Mass, Main Church

After Mass:

Council of Catholic Women Plant Card
Sale/Style Show Reservations
Knights of Columbus Membership Drive

Sunday, March 22—Fifth Sunday of Lent
8:30 & 10:30 am
Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
9 & 11am Liturgy of the Word for Children
9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church

9 am Sunday School
11 am Mass, Third Scrutiny
After Masses:

Council of Catholic Women Plant Card

Sale/Style Show Reservations

Knights of Columbus Membership Drive
2 pm Lenten Series with Fr. Steven,

Heritage Center
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Parish Pastoral Council

Sarah Larsen, Chair .........ccccoovvvveeennnnn. 612-384-1474
Lance Miller, Vice-Chair...................... 952-432-6957
Alice Sheeler, Secretary............ccc....... 651-457-8119
Mary Pat Ferraro.........ccooceeveeneeniennenns 651-454-1091
Anne Hallgren...........cccoovvevienienieennnnnn, 651-702-6465
Paul Hirsch.......ccccooeviiieiiiiiiccee 651-431-1832
Maria Schwartz...........ccceeeveeeeveenveennen. 651-452-1796
Nancy Stanton........ccccceveevveereerienienne. 651-686-9009
Joseph Towle ......ccoovveiieiiiiiciieie, 651-683-9250

Parish Pastoral Council Voice Mailbox:
651-905-4309
Parish Pastoral Council Email:

Trustees:
JIM OriCChIO..ueeeeeeieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeea 651-452-3587
Helen WilKi€..ooovveeeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeen, 651-365-1334

Readings for the
Week of March 15

Sunday: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Eph 5:8-14/
Jn9:1-41
Monday: Is 65:17-21/Jn 4:43-54

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Jn 5:1-16

Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Jn 5:17-30

Thursday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Rom 4:13,
16-18, 22/Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk
2:41-51a

Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30

Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Jn 7:40-53

Next Sunday: Ez37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45

©Liturgical Publications Inc.

Mass Intentions
The following are the intentions remembered
by the priest at Mass:
Monday, March 16 - Brent Huberty
Tuesday, March 17 - t+Elizabeth M. Robinson
Wednesday, March 18 - Jeff Taylor
Thursday, March 19 - TBob LeMay
Friday, March 20 - TJack McCauley
Saturday, March 21 - Mass For the People
Sunday, March 22 - 9 a.m. - fRita Maczko
11 a.m. - tBob & fJess Fontecha’s Anniversary
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FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121
651-406-4747

Knights of Columbus
Membership Drive

The Knights will be holding their spring membership
drive next weekend in the Gathering Space after all
Masses. Stop by to learn more about the many good
works the Knights are performing through prayer, service,
and softball.

Council of Catholic Women
Spring Gerten Plant Card Sale
and Fashion Show

: The Council of Catholic Women will be

selling Gerten Plant cards for their annual

aes=llP spring fundraiser in Heritage Center the

Sprng . weekends of March 14/15 and March

21/22. They make wonderful Mother’s

Day and Father’s Day gifts, as well as for birthdays, etc.
The cards are $25 each.

We will also be taking reservations for our

annual spring fashion show and luncheon 0
which will be held on April 11. The cost for '
the luncheon and fashion show is $20. Look

for a flyer in today’s bulletin with full details.

Global Solidarity Sunday
This Weekend

This weekend is Global Solidarity Sunday in our
archdiocese. The theme is “For God so loved the
world...” that He sent Jesus to share the good news to the
poor and disenfranchised, indeed to all. We have the
opportunity to stand with those who are the most
vulnerable throughout the world next weekend as we are
invited to offer gifts by contributing to a special collection
for four global initiatives designated by the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops. Please be as generous as
you are able and support your brothers and sisters
overseas.
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March is Minnesota
FoodShare Month

For more than three decades, the
Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign
has been making a HUGE difference in
relieving hunger throughout the state.
This grass-roots campaign is the ONLY
ONE of its kind in the entire nation—and it is right here
in Minnesota! It is a wonderful resource for all Minnesota
food shelves. Neighbors, Inc. is grateful for all donations
and appreciates how carefully people have shopped for
items most needed throughout the year. March is an
important month for donations because Neighbors, Inc.
receives extra dollars from Minnesota FoodShare for food
and money collected.

1nnesota
00dQhare

Special grocery bags will be available as you leave Mass.
Please consider filling a bag with your donations and
returning it to St. Peter’s by March 29. Monetary
donations are also encouraged. Each dollar donated is
equivalent to one pound of food. You may place your
monetary donation in the collection basket at Mass.
Address the envelope to Neighbors, Inc.

We delivered 848 pounds of food to Neighbors, Inc. so
far this month. We hope to get over 3,000 pounds by the
end of March. Thank you for your donations so far!

When you hold a banquet,
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame
the blind; blessed indeed you will be because
of their inability to repay you.
For you will be repaid at the
resurrection of the righteous.
Luke 14:14

OUR VISION

We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing
parish through our: expressions of faith and

worship, service to one another and the broader
community, welcoming new members, compassion
and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of
God’s gifts and blessings.

OUR MISSION

The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in
Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and heritage,
where we welcome all to celebrate and live

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment

to continue this founding legacy, care for future
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God.
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M. Peter’s Annual Lenten

FISh Dinner

Friday, March 20
510 7 p.m.

Heritage Center

Menu

Beer Battered Cod

Green Beans

Coleslaw

Baked Potato

Mac and Cheese Bites ior the Kids
Assorted Desserts

Water, Coiiee, Lemonade, and Milk |

Beer and Wine also available )
@®
Cost :

Adult (Ages 13+) — $10
Child (Ages 3 10 12) — $5
2 years old & under — FREE

Join us for Siations of the (ross lollowing dimner af 7 p.i.!



ANNUL FHASHION SHOW
& lLUNCHEON

Wpril 11, 2015

Sponsored by: Chureh of 8t. Peter’'s CCW
1405 Highway 13
Mendota, MIN 55150

Fashions by: TAYLOR M{URIC

Program ochedulg: 11:30am - dign-in
12:00pm - lsunchgon
1:00pm - Fashion Show

Poor Prizg and Raffles
Pricg per Ticket - $20.00

Shop after the showl!l

dgnd regservations by pril 6™ to:
Chureh of 8t. Peter/CCW
PO Box 50679
Megndota, MN 35150-0679
or call Margg Sullivan at 651-451-6690

Plgasg detach this portion of the page and includg it in an gnvglope along
with gour rgservation pagment.

Namgs on this rgservation:

Amount included:




