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From the Pastor’s Desk

7 must admit that last week I was so interested in the
news stories around the end of the pontificate of Benedict
XVI that I built up unreasonable expectations of a speedy
start to the conclave. I am writing on Tuesday, and the
date for the beginning of the conclave to elect a new pope
has not yet been announced. I don’t recall feeling
impatient during the last papal transition. Eight years ago
when it became clear the pope was dying, there were
radio and television updates about the condition of Pope
John Paul II several times every hour. A great outpouring
of love for him took place after his death, and the funeral
captured the world’s attention. There was much interest
about the conclave to elect the new pope, and then I
rejoiced that it was Cardinal Ratzinger who was elected
Bishop of Rome. April 2005 was a wonderful month to be
a Catholic! There was so much drama that I don’t recall
that it seemed we were waiting a long time. But now we
only pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and we
watch video clips of Pope Benedict flying away in a
helicopter.

Life continues in the Church. Even when we have to say
goodbye to one pope, Christ sends us someone else as his
vicar. These things remind us about what it means to be a
member of the Catholic Church. We are a part of
something much bigger than ourselves. We are not a
congregational church, whose horizons would be limited
to our own neighborhood. Without a doubt, the
experience most people have of the Church is their own
parish community — this is very natural. But when our
attention is drawn by events that take in the whole
worldwide sweep of the Catholic Church, our perspective
widens. We see again that the Church is not “just us” in
this particular parish. The Church is not a human
institution. She is a divine institution — made up of us
poor human beings who so often go astray. But we are
guided by the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is probably the most difficult Person of
the Holy Trinity to grasp, and so it is no wonder that a lot
of Catholics forget that he even exists. Yet every time we
make the sign of the Cross we invoke his name, so we
could use those times as chance to remember him and to
seek to get in touch with him. I would like to quote
extensively from the Catechism of the Catholic Church
and from a meditation book in order to convey some
truths about the Holy Spirit.
The Trinity is a mystery of faith in the strict
sense, one of the ‘mysteries that are hidden in
God, which can never be known unless they are
revealed by God.” To be sure, God has left traces
of his Trinitarian being in his work of creation
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and in his Revelation throughout the OId
Testament. But his inmost Being as Holy Trinity
is a mystery that is inaccessible to reason alone or
even to Israel’s faith before the Incarnation of
God’s Son and the sending of the Holy Spirit
(ccce 237).

When Jesus was still with his disciples, he told them that
he would send “another Advocate,” and that advocate is
the Holy Spirit. It is he who guides us and teaches us. He
was with the Father and the Son at the very beginning of
all things, but he was not revealed until he descended
upon Mary and the apostles at Pentecost. It was only at
that time that the mystery of the Trinity was revealed in
its fullness. The Catechism teaches that it is only by the
Holy Spirit that we can call Jesus “Lord:”
This knowledge of faith is possible only in the
Holy Spirit: to be in touch with Christ, we must
first have been touched by the Holy Spirit. He
comes to meet us and kindles faith in us. By
virtue of our Baptism, the first sacrament of the
faith, the Holy Spirit in the Church communicates
to us, intimately and personally, the life that
originates in the Father and is offered to us in the
Son (CCC 683).

The second volume of a meditation series called In

Conversation With God offers us some insights about the

indwelling of the Holy Trinity:
We should learn to become better and better
friends of God who is dwelling within us.
Through this divine presence, our soul becomes a
miniature heaven. Reflection on that thought can
help us enormously. At Baptism the three persons
of the most Blessed Trinity came into our souls:
they want to be closer to us throughout our lives
than the closest of friends ... we should recall his
presence within us in the midst of our daily
activity, when we’re going from place to place, to
thank him, to ask him for help, to atone for the
sins we commit against him every day” (/n
Conversation With God, vol. 11, p. 472).

So God actually dwells in each person who is baptized:
God the Father, God the Son (who has been named Jesus
since he became incarnate in the womb of the Blessed
Virgin Mary), and God the Holy Spirit. How good it
would be to remember that fact whenever we pray, and
when we consider how the cardinals need to discern who
the Holy Spirit has chosen to be the next pope.

Fr. Joseph Gallatin
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Religious Education/
Faith Formation (RE/FF)

Grade 2 First Eucharist Program

Grade 2 classes will not meet on Wednesday, March 13,
because the students had been here on Saturday for the
mini-retreat. Grade 2 will resume classes on March 20.
Please contact Kathy Raible at 651-905-4311 if you have
any questions.

Kids’ Change for Kids

, The children of St. Peter’s have adopted a child
from Uganda. All children are asked to bring in
- money that they have earned and place it in one of
the cans marked KIDS' CHANGE FOR KIDS.
The cans are in every classroom. Please talk to your child
about the importance of helping those less fortunate—it
will make a difference in their lives. Thank you!

Random Acts of Kindness

The Random Acts of Kindness cross is in the
Gathering Space by the elevator. Each time you perform a
random act of kindness—an act you perform because of a
“desire to connect, to lend a helping hand and/or to extend
ourselves out into the world”—please put a tissue paper
flower into the cross. By Easter we will have a blooming
cross of kindness!

Lenten Alms

This year alms collected ~_ Pour yourself out
at St. Peter’s throughout /[\mm“‘/{ -
Lent will be donated to

the Pour Yourself Out fund drive for the Eagan &
Lakeville Resources Center. This organization, deeply
rooted in the Gospel, serves families in Dakota County
with dignity and respect. They provide healthy, fresh food
support to over 1,000 of our neighbors each month. For
every $1 you contribute, they can provide $10 in food for
one of your neighbors, co-workers or friends. If you have
questions regarding the hunger ministry they provide,
please contact Lisa Amos at 651-905-4304 or
lamos(@stpetersmendota.org.

give and gather

Council of Catholic Women
(CCW) Board Meeting

The Council of Catholic Women Board will meet on
Wednesday, March 13, 1:30 p.m. in Conference Room I.
All women of the parish are invited to attend.

Page 3

Pastoral Ministry

. An Interdenominational Coalition
> of South Suburban Churches
presents the second
in a four-week series:

Growing Through Loss

Pastor Penny Zetler
St. Paul's United Methodist Church
West St. Paul

Pastor Zetler will speak on
“Three Days to Resurrection.”

Tuesday, March 12
Church of St. Peter, Mendota
Registration, 6:30 p.m.;
Speaker, 7:00 p.m;
Support Groups (facilitated by trained leaders),
8 p.m. Donation per session: $3

For additional information call 952-890-0045 or
email growingthroughloss@gmail.com.

The Seven Pillars of Catholic Spirituality
Do you wish you were challenged to become the
best-version-of-yourself?

Looking for inspiration to live life to the fullest or
encouragement to act purposefully in the world?

Do you desire deeper conversation with the

Creator of the universe?
You may have read about it, you may even have heard the
CD. Now you have an opportunity to watch author and
speaker Matthew Kelly talk about The Seven Pillars of
Catholic Spirituality. Join others for a video presentation
of this life-changing keynote and take advantage of a
chance to discuss its impact in your own faith.
Registration is not required and there is plenty of room so
bring a friend or neighbor who may be looking for
encouragement. For more information, please contact
Lisa Amos, 651-905-4304 or lamos(@stpetersmendota.org

Two Screenings to choose from!
Palm Sunday, March 24, 1-3pm
or
Wednesday, April 3, 10am-Noon
Ravoux Room

& W
MARCH




Fourth Sunday of Lent

St. Peter's Community News

Annual Giving

Weekly Contribution Summary

Budget for the period 2/25/13-3/3/13 ....c.cevvvnen. $17,575
Actual for the period 2/25/13-3/3/13 ..cccoiveennne. $16,675
Year-to-Date Budget...........cccooveeeieieiiiciiennnnns $617,365
Year-to-Date Actual...........cccoooveeiioveiieieeen. $594,714

2013 Catholic Services Appeal
Dear Parishioners,

RV
LS 1!’.{,'

8 I would like to thank you for your
s 2|0 'jzc responsiveness to the needs of our
[ |r> 7 Archdiocese. In gifts pledged or given in
2, e I
“e full, we have now surpassed our goal of
$52,531 for the Catholic Services Appeal! It
took only three weeks for us to reach this amount, which
is really encouraging. In fact, St. Peter’s is one of only
three parishes in the whole Archdiocese to have achieved
our goal so early. Once the Archdiocese receives
donations from our parishioners in excess of $52,531, the
parish will get back 25% of the funds collected. The
further your gifts takes us beyond our goal, the more we
will receive in rebates. Last year we received almost
$20,000 back from the Catholic Services Appeal to use
for the operations of the parish.

s

Once again, thank you for your generosity!
Fr. Joseph Gallatin

Easter Flowers

We are now accepting donations for Easter flowers « .,
in memory or honor of a loved one. If you would &5~
like to make a donation, pick up an envelope on JF
the information counter or in the parish office and 5

. . . Ll
return through Sunday collections or in the parish
office by Wednesday, March 20. All names will be listed

in our Easter bulletin.

Kindergarten Openings at
Faithful Shepherd
Catholic School

Faithful Shepherd Catholic School still has a few
kindergarten openings for the 2013-2014 school year. If
you are interested in giving your child the gift of a life
time, contact John Boone at 651-406-4747 or
jboone(@fscsmn.org
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Fridays, March 15 and 22
7-7:35 p.m.
Main Church

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Parish Penance Service
Thursday, March 14
7 p.m.
Main Church

Holy Week Liturgy Schedule

Individual Confessions:
Saturdays, 4-4:45 p.m.
Wednesday, March 27
7-8 p.m., Main Church

Holy Thursday, March 28
No 9 a.m. Mass
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7 p.m., Main Church
With transfer of the Blessed Sacrament to the
Historic Church at conclusion

Good Friday, March 29
No 9 a.m. Mass
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion, 7 p.m., Main Church

Easter Vigil, March 30
No 5 p.m. Mass
Vigil Mass, 8 p.m., Main Church

Easter Sunday, March 31
Mass celebrated at 9 and 11 a.m.
Main Church

Parish Office Hours
The parish will close at 12 noon
on Good Friday, March 29
and
will be closed all day Monday, April 1

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121
651-406-4747, www.fscsmn.org
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The Next Week

Monday, March 11
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
6 pm St. Paul Civic Symphony Practice,
Heritage Center
6:30 pm  Rediscover Book Club,
Conference Room I

Tuesday, March 12
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament
After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm
9:45am  Women’s Bible Study, Ravoux Room
12 Noon Rediscover Book Club,
Conference Room II

1 pm Faithfully Fit Forever, Ravoux Room

6:30 pm  Growing Through Loss, Heritage Center

7 pm Stewardship Committee, Conference Room
Wednesday, March 13

9 am Mass, Main Church (8:40 rosary)

9:45am  Divine Mercy Cenacle, Conference Room I

1 pm Rediscover Book Club,

Conference Room II

1:30 pm  Council of Catholic Women Board,
Conference Room I

4:30 pm  Grades 1, 3-5 Classes

6:30 pm  Grades 1, 3-8 Classes

6:30 pm  Middle School Stations of the Cross,
Ravoux Room

7 pm Choir, Conference Room I
Thursday, March 14

9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)

7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5

7 pm Al-Anon Meeting, Room 7

7 pm Teen Al-Anon Meeting, Room 6

7 pm Bible Study, Family Room

7 pm Penance Service, Main Church

7 pm Rediscover Book Club,

Community Room

Friday, March 15
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
5-7 pm Workcamp Pasta Dinner, Heritage Center
7-7:35 pm Stations of the Cross, Main Church
7 pm Workcamp Retreat

Saturday, March 16
9 and 10:30 am
Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4

10 am Scripture Study, Community Room
4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church
4:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal

5 pm Mass, Main Church

Sunday, March 17—Fifth Sunday of Lent
8:30 & 10:30 am
Choir Rehearsal, Main Church
9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church
9 & 11 am Liturgy of the Word for Children
9 am Sunday School
10 am Rediscover Book Club, Conference Room I
12 noon  St. Patrick’s Day Dinner, Heritage Center
6:30 pm  Youth Group
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Parish Pastoral Council

Paul Boller, Chair .......cccccccovvvvviviinnnnnns 651-994-8566
Alice Sheeler, Secretary............ccuen...... 651-457-8119
Joanne Rocco Carter, Vice Chair.......... 651-454-7853
David Doty.....cooeveeeieieieieeeeeee 651-330-2129
Mary Pat Ferraro..........ccoeceeevieenneennne. 651-454-1091
Kelly Garrett......cccoeovevevienenenieee 651-340-8963
AnNn HOBY .....ooviiiiiiiiiiiiciicicic, 651-994-7870
Yvonne Houle-Gillard .......................... 651-452-5316
Sarah Larsen .........cccccooovviveeieeiineeeennn 612-384-1474

Parish Pastoral Council Voice Mailbox:
651-905-4309
Parish Pastoral Council Email:
ParishPastoral Council@stpetersmendota.org

Trustees:
Jim OricChiO.....oovviieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieieeeeee 651-452-3587
Helen WilKi€.........ooovveviiiiiiiiiiiinn 651-365-1334

Readings for the
Week of March 17

Sunday: Jos 5:9a, 10-12/2 Cor 5:17-21/Lk
15:1-3, 11-32

Monday: Is 65:17-21/Jn 4:43-54

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Jn 5:1-16

Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Jn 5:17-30

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Jn 5:31-47

Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30

Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Jn 7:40-53

Next Sunday: Is 43:16-21/Phil 3:8-14/Jn 8:1-11

©Liturgical Publications Inc.

Mass Intentions

The following are the intentions remembered
by the priest at Mass:
Monday, March 11 - $Mary Pat Lentsch

Tuesday, March 12 - John Mayers Birthday
Wednesday, March 13 - $+Deacon Lawrence Swirtz
Thursday, March 14 - +Mary & fJacob Ambalam
Friday, March 15 - $Gerard Partington
Saturday, March 16 - Mass For the People
Sunday, March 17 - 9 a.m. - 7Fr. Matthew
Cherucheril
11 a.m. - tJohn Campbell



Fourth Sunday of Lent

Liturgical Ministry Postcards

A postcard and/or email has been sent out to all liturgical
ministers requesting availability dates and preferred
ministries. Please return to the parish office, email or call
in your requests by Sunday, March 17. If you have not
received a postcard but would like to be scheduled, please
contact Sara Rogers at 651-905-4308 or
srogers(@stpetersmendota.org.

The May 4 through September 1 schedules will be
available and distributed in mid April. If you have not yet
indicated your availability for these months, or no longer
are interested in serving in your ministry, please contact
Sara Rogers at the phone number or email address above
and indicate the dates you are NOT available during this
time period. The deadline for indicating unavailable
dates is Sunday, March 17. Thank you!

Happy St. Patrick’s Day

The Council of Catholic Women and
St. Peter’s Men’s Club is sponsoring
an Irish dinner in Heritage Center on
Sunday, March 17, after the 11:00
Mass. Come join us for a corned beef
and cabbage dinner with all the
trimmings, as well as dessert and Irish beverages. We will
have a limerick contest and a raffle.

The cost is $15 per person—ages 10 and over—and
family packages are available for $30 with children under
10. Sign up after Mass on March 9/10. Your paid
reservation is your ticket.

Global Solidarity Sunday
This Weekend

March 10 is designated Global Solidarity Sunday in the
Archdiocese when we will offer special prayers and
support to our brothers and sisters all over the world. On
this Sunday, a special outreach collection will be taken
for four global priorities of the U.S. Catholic Bishops that
includes Africa, Latin America, Central and Eastern
Europe, as well as many humanitarian activities of
Catholic Relief Services. Please be as generous as you are
able and support the gifts and talents of your brothers and
sisters overseas. Thank you.
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March is Minnesota
FoodShare Month
Minnesota FoodShare is an annual
Innesota

00 Share campaign in March to help replenish

_ supplies for Minnesota’s food shelves.

During the month of March Neighbors
Food Shelf records and reports its receipts by weighing
the pounds of food donated and counting the dollars
contributed. These totals are reported to the Minnesota
FoodShare office to determine proportional allocations.
All dollars and food donated to our food shelf stays at
Neighbors. A donation of cash or food to Neighbors Food
Shelf goes directly to families in our area.

Again this year Neighbors has the opportunity to
maximize your donation through a challenge grant from
the Feinstein Foundation. The Feinstein Foundation
supports food shelves by providing funds to agencies
based on how much money raised during the month of
March. Thank you for your support!

Men’s Conference March 16

Only one week left until the Archdiocesan Men’s
Conference with Archbishop Nienstedt on Saturday,
March 16, 8-12 noon! Anderson Fieldhouse, University of
St Thomas.

Adults $20/Students $10

Take two minutes to register online today at.
http:/giving.archspm.org/mc or «call 651-291-
4488.

How’s Your Prayer Life?

Could be better?
Thought so...join us as we learn how to pray!

The Archbishop Harry J. Flynn Catechetical Institute's
Learn & Live Series will present an evening event on
Praying the Liturgy of the Hours, a systematic
approach of daily praying with the Church. The talk
will be on Wednesday, March 20, from 7 to 9 p.m. at
Holy Spirit Catholic Church in St. Paul. Practical step-
by-step instruction will be provided by Catechetical
Institute instructor and Director of the Institute for
Diaconate Formation, Deacon Joseph Michalak.

This Learn & Live event is FREE and all are welcome
to attend. Liturgy of the Hours—it’s like scheduling a
day with God from morning to night.

Please register at Learnandlive2.Eventbrite.com or by
calling Patty at 651-962-6891.
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Workcamp Pasta Dinner

Friday March 15th
5:00 -7:00 pm
St. Peter’s Church
1405 Sibley Memorial Highway

Mendota, MN
Enjoy a full meal with your choice of:
$8 for AdL_JItS . Spaghetti with (meatless) marinara
$5 for Children . Cheese Ravioli,
$25 for Families . Fettuccine Alfredo
=~ & . Along with Caesar Salad, Bread,
g Dessert and Beverages.

All proceeds benefit Workcamp in
support of our Mission Trip this
summer to serve in Troy, MO.

Also featuring a Silent Auction of themed qift baskets including:
. Minnesota Twins & Wild Baskets!

- Movie Night Basket! »
. iPad Basket! ¥ T
. Plasma TV! " oAB

. Gardening! oy

And much more . . . 1I!

*Gift Basket Auction begins at
Spm, and will close at 6:45pm

1
[ 2 i *You need not be present at the end of bid-
e ding to win \
~————
@ — *Prizes may be picked up after ,/ \
\\j %’ Stations of the Cross (which begins at 7pm)
*Any winner not present at the end of bid-
ding may pick up basket at a later time



