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PASTOR:
Fr. Steven Hoffman..............ccccovvvviiiin 651-905-4305
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE:
LiSAAMOS ....oooveeeiee 651-905-4304
BUSINESS MANAGER:
Mary Jubenville ................ccoooeiiiii 651-905-4307
Heritage Center Rental Information

Mary Jubenville, staff contact................ 651-905-4307
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/FAITH FORMATION:
Kathy Raible, Director ...............ccccccoeeviiinnn. 651-905-4311
Ed Overell, Youth Coordinator..................... 651-905-4312
Beth Halbert, Sunday School Coordinator... 651-905-4313
Religious Education Information Line .......... 651-905-4314
MUSIC and LITURGY:
David Dunst, Director...........cccooovieiiiiii. 651-905-4323
COMMUNITY LIFE COORDINATOR:
Sara ROGErS ......ccooviiiiiiiiie 651-905-4308
OFFICE STAFF:
Darlene Olson, Communications Coord. ..... 651-905-4302
Carolyn Rynders ............coooiviiiiiiiii, 651-452-4550
MAINTENANCE:
TomDeshler...........ccco 651-905-4322
JohnRaible ... 651-452-4550
Parish Office:.................ccccooiiiiii 651-452-4550
Office Hours: .............. 8 am-4 pm Monday through Friday
FaX:. ..o 651-456-0646
E-mail:.........................

FAITHFUL

Parish School: Faithful Shepherd
651-406-4747,

3355 Columbia Drive

Eagan, MN 55121

SHEPHERD

SUNDAY MASSES (all in the Main Church)
Saturday 5 pm

Sunday 9 am and 11 am

WEEKDAY MASSES (all in the Historic Church)
9 am Monday-Friday

HOLY DAYS As announced.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Fridays, 8 to 8:45 am and Saturdays 4 to 4:45 pm
or by appointment.

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS
Call the parish office for more information.

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS
Mary LeClair.................. E-mail:
or call the parish office at 651-452-4550.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.stpetersmendota.org
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Reflections from our Pastor

My dear friends,

Lent is a Season of Mercy; a time to experience anew the
merciful love of God in the places where we feel weak;
and at the moments when we fall or struggle with
temptation. It is at such moments when we need God
more than ever. This is the invitation of grace: urging us,
in the experience of sin and weakness, to throw ourselves
right into the embrace of God’s mercy. For some it can be
hard to believe that God loves them at such moments. We
all have the tendency, like Adam and Eve, to hide our sins
and weaknesses from God and others. St. Theresa of
Lisieux once said that what hurts God most is not our
sins, but our lack of confidence in His mercy. God knew
that trust would be difficult for us. To help bolster up our
confidence, Jesus used parables to help us understand
what God is like toward the weak, the lost, the sinner.
One of the most beautiful of all Jesus’ parables is no
doubt the “Parable of the Prodigal Son.” I would
encourage all of us to take time this week to reflect on
this parable, found in chapter 15 of Luke’s Gospel, so that
together we can know more deeply and completely the
gift of God’s mercy toward us and approach Him with
greater faith and trust.

For a son in Jewish culture to ask for his father’s
inheritance, which was usually given and divided after a
father’s death, is equivalent to wishing that one’s father
was already dead. If this was true for the younger son,
then we see that he is already distant from his father
within his own heart, and his leaving to a far off land is
merely a reflection of his inner disposition. Though this
younger son was living in the home of his father, the
father was not cherished and welcome in the home of his
heart. Sin becomes possible only when we forget how
precious we are to God, when we distance ourselves from
the beauty of His love and the immensity of His
goodness. This is what made it so easy for the younger
son to leave and why he fell so quickly and easily into a
dissolute life-style. When our hearts are not drinking daily
from the wells of divine intimacy, we try to compensate
for this lack of love by trying to fill the space with things
that can never take the place of God. There is a divine
size hole in our hearts that only God can fill. Not all the
pleasures and things of the world could ever satisfy this
thirst and need for God.

But the detail that caused the greatest surprise in those
listening to this parable was not the coldness and
selfishness of this son, but the reaction of the father when
the son returns. When the younger son finally comes to
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his senses in the pig sty, penniless, hungry, and tired, it is
the memory of his father’s goodness that awakens his
desire to return home. But just how good is his father?
Perhaps he never knew. He is not expecting to be
welcomed back as a son; he feels far too unworthy of that.
His only hope is that the father will at least let him come
back as one of the hired servants. But Wow! Is he in for a
big surprise!

His head hardly pops up above the road coming over the
horizon when the father spots him. Just how good and
merciful is his Father? The father answers this question
by immediately closing the distance that lay between
them, running toward his wayward son with arms
outstretched, joyfully and gratefully welcoming him with
an embrace and sealing his love with a kiss on his tear
stained cheek. And it would not be at all surprising if, for
shear joy, the father covered his face with kisses.

When the father puts a ring on his child’s finger, the best
robe over his shoulders, and sandals on his feet, all these
gestures say loudly and clearly that the father has fully
restored him to the freedom and dignity of a son.

Can the point Jesus is trying to make in this parable be
more clear? Is it possible that God is really like the father
in this story? The resounding answer is Yes!! God is truly
that good and merciful, beyond our expectations, always
surpassing what we imagine. This is the same God who
awaits us in the sacrament of Reconciliation. This is how
He loves those who humbly come to confess their sins,
awaiting us is the same tender mercy that longs to
embrace us.

With our minds and hearts uplifted by this teaching of
Jesus, may we approach Him and His Father with greater
confidence and trust, especially when we feel weak, lost,
and burdened by sin.

~

God bless and keep you,
Fr. Steven

el

Parish Penance Service

Thursday, March 12, 6:30-8 p.m., Main Church

Six priests will be available to hear
Individual Confessions.
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Religious Education/
Faith Formation (RE/FF)

First Eucharist Program

For those children in the First Eucharist Program there
will be no class on Wednesday, March 4. Instead,
parents and children will come on Tuesday, March 3
at 6:00. Parents will go to the Heritage Center and
children will go to their classrooms. Please remember to
bring your mini-retreat forms to this session. Thank you.
If you have any questions or concerns, please call Kathy
Raible at 651-905-4311.

Random Acts of Kindness

The Random Acts of Kindness cross is in the
Gathering Space by the elevator. Each time you perform a
random act of kindness—an act you perform because of a
“desire to connect, to lend a helping hand and/or to extend
ourselves out into the world”—please put a tissue paper
flower into the cross. By Easter we will have a blooming
cross of kindness!

Council of Catholic Women
(CCW) Board Meeting

St. Peter’s Council of Catholic Women Board will meet
on Wednesday, March 4, 1:30 p.m. in Conference Room
I. All women of the parish are invited to attend.

Cana Dinner Thank You

The Cana Dinner Committee would like to thank all 156
attendees for making our Valentine’s Day event such a
success! This was our fifth annual Cana Dinner and our
biggest yet. Thank you also to Fr. Steven for giving a
great talk on marriage that was appreciated by everyone
present, and for all of you who helped with setup, serving
our dinner, and cleaning up afterwards. We hope that
everyone enjoyed a beautiful evening and that we will see
you again next year!

We Need Your Help!

We are in need of volunteers to staff childcare for our
Lenten talk series on March 8, 15, and 22. If you have
attended VIRTUS training and are willing to help on one
or more evenings, please contact Lisa Amos at 651-905-
4304 or . If enough
generously give of their time, then all of our families will
have an opportunity to attend, and no one would miss
more than one evening. Thank you in advance for your
help.
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Pastoral Ministry

St. Peter’s Group Trip
Our next group outing will be on Thursday, March 19,
9:30 am.-1 p.m. We will be traveling to St. Paul for a
tour of the Landmark Center, where we will be given a
tour by a costumed guide and learn about the history of
the former Federal Courthouse, prohibition, and the
gangsters of St. Paul in the 1930s. Following our tour,
we’ll have lunch together at St. Paul Grille before
returning to St. Peter’s. These trips are a great time of
fellowship, but spaces fill more quickly each time we go!
The cost of the trip is $38/person, which includes lunch.
Reservations are required in advance. To make yours,
please contact Lisa Amos at 651-905-4304 or
, or stop by the parish office.
Reservations must be made by Tuesday, March 10, but
space is limited so don’t wait. Details are available in the
Gathering Space.

Enrich and Deepen Lent
Experience:
A Series by Fr. Steven

This Lent, you are invited to enter more fully into the
spiritual experience of Lent by attending a three-part
series presented by our own Fr. Steven: “Entering More
Deeply into the Heart of the Father with Jesus.”
Childcare will be available upon advance registration.

Sundays, March 8, 15, and 22
2-4 p.m., Heritage Center

By His life and teaching, Jesus not only reveals the
Father’s merciful heart, but more wonderfully still,
through the gift of the sacrament of confession and our
Lenten observances of prayer, fasting and almsgiving,
Jesus takes us more deeply into the Father’s heart, that
inexhaustible source of His life and strength, of His love,
joy, and peace.

Session 1, March 8:  Confession
Session 2, March 15:  Prayer
Session 3, March 22: Fasting

and Almsgiving

Sessions may be enjoyed as a three-part series or
individually. There is no need to preregister for the talks,
but it is required by Tuesday, March 3, to ensure adequate
care is available. Questions and childcare registrations
may be directed to Lisa Amos at 651-905-4304 or



Second Sunday of Lent

St. Peter’s Community News

Annual Giving

Weekly Contribution Summary:

Budget for period of Feb. 16-Feb. 22 2015 ......... $20,553
Actual for period of Feb. 16-Feb. 22, 2015 ......... $16,539
Year to Date Budget .........ccccoevvvviieieieneeeienen, $563,712
Year to Date Actual .........cooovveeeveiieeeieeeeeeeen. $566.425

Sincere Sympathy

St. Peter’'s Parish extends its
&%Hmsn S sympathy to the families and friends
nevir’l®  of George Zirnhelt and Arlene
Swain. We invite all to join us in

praying that God may make them sharers in eternal
salvation.

Stations of the Cross
and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
with Benediction
Fridays, March 6, 13, 20, 27
7 p.m. in the Main Church

There will be Confessions
before Stations each Friday
6-6:45 p.m..

Altar Server Training

Fr. Steven will be hosting training for all CURRENT
and NEW servers, Sunday, March 15, from 4-6 p.m. in
the Main Church.
e This will be enlightening and informative—it’s
important for all servers to attend
e Pizza will be served at the end!
e Feel free to invite siblings and friends to this
ministry and training
All current 4™ and 5™ graders, junior high and high
schoolers are invited.

This is the only training available at this time. Please
contact Trish Reimann, 651-456-0077 if you have any
questions.
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Come as a Guest
Leave as a Friend

New Parishioner Registration

Interested in joining the parish? New parishioner
registration will be held after all Masses March 7 and 8 in
the Gathering Space. You can also register by clicking on
the “Community/Join St. Peter’s” link on the parish
website.

Stewardship Spotlight:
Neighbors, Inc.

Neighbors, Inc. Food Shelf is a group of 30 faith
communities in northern Dakota County that distributes
food to families in need. The food shelf aims to provide
seven days of meals for a family when they visit. On

average, more than 600 households each month receive
food.

As an example of someone who uses the food shelf,
consider a single mother who suffers from a rare and fatal
lung disease. When she and her 11 year old son come in
for food, she brings her oxygen tank with her. Not yet 40,
she needs a lung transplant to survive. She’s at the top of
the transplant recipient list, but because her condition has
weakened her heart as well, she recently had two heart
attacks which prevented a scheduled transplant. She’s
hoping to heal enough to have surgery soon. This mother,
living only on social security income, has only come to
the food shelf twice in the past four months. She’s
reluctant to do so, despite having less than $11,000 in
annual income.

There are so many ways you can help support Neighbors
here at St. Peter’s! Most important, we always welcome
donations, both nonperishable food items (peanut butter,
pancake mix, etc.) and nonfood items (laundry detergent,
toilet paper, soap, etc.). We especially would love your
donations during March for Minnesota FoodShare Month.
Boxes are typically located in the coat room and the
entrance to the offices.

Other ways you can get involved: drive the donations to
Neighbors, help hand out bags to parishioners during
FoodShare Month, or help with Neighbors directly. If
you’d like more information, please contact Sue
Hanebuth at or 651-455-6850.
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The Week of March 2

Monday, March 2

9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
6 pm St. Paul Civic Symphony
7 pm Boy Scouts, Ravoux Room

Tuesday, March 3
Loaves & Fishes
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament
After the 9 am Mass Until 6 pm
9:45am  Women’s Bible Study,
Conference Room I, Ravoux Room
6 pm First Communion Parent Session

Wednesday, March 4
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
9:45am  Divine Mercy Cenacle, Ravoux Room
1:30 pm  CCW Board Meeting, Conference Room I
4:30 pm  Grades 1, 3-5
6:30 pm  Choir, Music Room
6:30 pm  Grades 1, 3-8

Thursday, March 5

9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5

7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7

7 pm Teen Al-Anon, Room 6

Friday, March 6
8-8:45 am Confessions, Main Church

9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
6-6:45 pm Confessions, Main Church
7 pm Stations of the Cross, Main Church

Saturday, March 7
9 and 10:30 am
Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4

10 am Scripture Study, Conference Room I
4 pm Confessions, Main Church

4:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room

5 pm Mass, Main Church

After Mass:

New Parishioner Registration

Sunday, March 8—Third Sunday of Lent
8:30 & 10:30 am
Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
9 & 11 am Liturgy of the Word for Children
9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church

9 am Sunday School
After Masses:

New Parishioner Registration
2 pm Lenten Series with Fr. Steven,

Heritage Center
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Parish Pastoral Council

Sarah Larsen, Chair .........ccccoovvvveeennnnn. 612-384-1474
Lance Miller, Vice-Chair...................... 952-432-6957
Alice Sheeler, Secretary............ccc....... 651-457-8119
Mary Pat Ferraro.........ccooceeveeneeniennenns 651-454-1091
Anne Hallgren...........cccoovvevienienieennnnnn, 651-702-6465
Paul Hirsch.......ccccooeviiieiiiiiiccee 651-431-1832
Maria Schwartz...........ccceeeveeeeveenveennen. 651-452-1796
Nancy Stanton........ccccceveevveereerienienne. 651-686-9009
Joseph Towle ......ccoovveiieiiiiiciieie, 651-683-9250

Parish Pastoral Council Voice Mailbox:
651-905-4309
Parish Pastoral Council Email:

Trustees:
JIM OriCChIO..ueeeeeeieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeea 651-452-3587
Helen WilKi€..ooovveeeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeen, 651-365-1334

Readings for the
Week of March 1

Sunday: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Rom
8:31b-34/Mk 9:2-10
Monday: Dn 9:4b-10/Lk 6:36-38

Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20/Mt 23:1-12

Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20/Mt 20:17-28

Thursday: Jer 17:5-10/Lk 16:19-31

Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Mt
21:33-43, 45-46

Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

Next Sunday: Ex 17:3-7/Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42

©Liturgical Publications Inc.

Mass Intentions

The following are the intentions remembered
by the priest at Mass:

Monday, March 2 - $+Ben Dahlstrom

Tuesday, March 3 - {Estelle Knapp

Wednesday, March 4 - 7Donald Lentsch, Jr.

Thursday, March 5 - fJack McCauley

Friday, March 6 - 1Bob LeMay

Saturday, March 7 - Mass For the People

Sunday, March 8 - 9 a.m. - +Mary Chapdelaine

11 a.m. - §Br. Michael Gaworski



Second Sunday of Lent

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121
651-406-4747

Minute Memo from
Ms. Shimshock

t%uman beings are so impatient. It’s around this time
of the year that [ can’t wait for warmer months. It seems
like warmer, longer days, free of snow will never come.
My impatience for this can sometimes get the better of
me. Similarly, as Christians, we must be patient for God
to let the plans unfold that He has in store for us. God
knows how much we can take, and He will never permit
us to reach a breaking point if we are patient and put our
trust in Him. The Lord is good to those who wait for Him,
to the soul who seeks Him. It is good that one should hope
and wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.
Lamentations 3:25-26

During Catholic Schools Week we kicked off our first
ever endowment fund for Faithful Shepherd. This
endowment, housed with the Catholic Community
Foundation, is named the Reverend Charles V.
Lachowitzer Educational Endowment Fund for
Faithful Shepherd, in honor of Fr. Charlie’s endless
dedication to the school. This endowment will provide
scholarship and financial aid to students who might not
otherwise have the opportunity to receive a Catholic
education and for the general operational needs of
Faithful Shepherd Catholic School. If you would like to
donate, please send checks with RCVL endowment in the
memo line, and mail to the school office, attention: Terese
Shimshock. As always, thank you for your continued
financial support and prayers!

Winter Blessings,
Ms. Shimshock

Knights of Columbus Fish Fry

The Knights of Columbus will be hosting a fabulous Fish
Dinner on Friday, March 6, in the St. John Neumann
Social Hall. All-you-can-eat fish, macaroni and cheese,
and coleslaw will be served from 5 to 7 p.m. with grilled
cheese also available. Enjoy a delicious ice cream sundae
for dessert. Tickets ($10 adults, $5 children, under 3 free)
will be available at the door. The proceeds support
Faithful Shepherd Catholic School.
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March is Minnesota
FoodShare Month

Our theme for this year’s food drive is

“Hunger is Un-BEAR-able.” Look for 1nnesota
the bear posters by the collection ;gc_lsm
containers in the Gathering Space and

the upstairs offices. Last year we

collected over 3,000 pounds/dollars for the food shelf at

Neighbors, Inc. This year our goal is to raise 4,000
pounds/dollars.

New this year is a collection jar featuring our very own
mascot, Barry Hungry. You will find Barry in the
Gathering Space before and after the weekend Masses.
Barry loves cash donations, especially from young
children who are eager to help fight hunger. Of course,
donations are also welcome from those who are young at
heart. Stop by and visit Barry Hungry. Each week he will
have a new message for you.

Special grocery bags will be available as you leave Mass
today and again on March 14/15. Please consider filling a
bag with your donations and returning it to St. Peter’s by
March 29. Monetary donations are also encouraged. Each
dollar donated is equivalent to one pound of food. You
may place your monetary donation in the collection
basket at Mass. Address the envelope to Neighbors, Inc.

“If someone who has worldly means
sees a brother in need
and refuses him compassion,
how can the love of God
remain in him?
Let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.”

1 John 3:17-18

OUR VISION

We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing
parish through our: expressions of faith and

worship, service to one another and the broader
community, welcoming new members, compassion
and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of
God’s gifts and blessings.

OUR MISSION

The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in
Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and heritage,
where we welcome all to celebrate and live

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment

to continue this founding legacy, care for future
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God.
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Digital Dup & More

(952)8944;460

SSOCIATES, INC.

Auto, Home, Business,
& Life Insurance
David P. Kelliher
Owner/Agent
West Saint Paul, MN 55118
kelliherins@gmail.com

call Steve Commers

for Courteous and Professional Service
SteveCommers @edinarealty.com

651-554-3131

Edina Really.

Is Available For
Meetings & Parties

Office 651-451-1325
— Rental Discount For ‘ T T
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Purple, Gold and Youl Acacia Park CEMETERY Lee Education Center

(651) 289-2000
www.andiamomn.com

White Funeral Hames
Burnsville & Apple Valley
952-894-5080

www.whitefuneralhomes.com
John White, Parishioner

NEVER
LEAVE

Cretin-Derham Hall
St. Paul, MN 55116

DaLE J. BACHMEIER
651-452-1555

A non-profit perpetual care cemetery |

serving all faiths since 1925.

One-to-One Tutoring
All Areas, All Ages

A\l
< Celebrating Over 15 Years of

www.c-dh.org ¢ 651-690-2443

@ '
’TJ DREAM JOB
’

It’s Only Natural

*Growing company currently hiring

Ad Sales Executives
«Sales experience preferred
«Full-time «Uncapped commissions
«Competitive benefits program offered
«Overnight travel required

E-mail jobs@4LPi.com for more information

Shop
2471

Fun

1000 S. Concord St. « So. St Paul, MN 55075
651-451-1313 ¢ www.lurymutors.cum

Academic Excellence in the
Parish Community

\,,
@ www.learnatlee.com

Member 651-683-9397

SN RMX
o Specialists

25 Years

1) of Service
971 Sibley Memorlal Hwy.

Direct: (651) 224-4050
pdonohue@mnhomes.com

380 W. 7™ St.

print |solutions

Specializing in B2B & Nonprofit Printing & Mailing

Dave Cavallaro 952-469-5933
www.printsolutionsmn.com

Edward C. Olson
Attorney ot Law
Disability Attorneys
of Mnesota

420 TriTech Office Center
331 Second Avenue Scuth

Mianespolis, MN 55401
www disabilityma com

Telcphoas (612) 339.0958
Fax (612) 337-5792
Toll Free (388) §72-2726
4@ disabilitymn com

CatholicMatch
Minnesota

To Buy from the Grower.
St. Paul

honfesauto.com

5500 Blaine Ave | Inver Grove Heights
651.450.1501 | gertens.com

CAR CARE BY PEOPLE WHO CARE
COMPLETE MECHANICAL REPAIRS

© AWARD WINNING COLLISION REPAIR
 INSURANCE RECOMMENDED

651-222-4458

CatholicMatch.com/MN

Cancer Information Service
1-800-4 CANCER

Trained staff member or volunteer gives confidential answers
to caller questions on a variety of subjects from cancer
detection and treatment to coping with this disease.

PROTECTING SENIORS NATIONWIDE

24/7 HELP

$19.95*%/Mo. + 1 FREE MONTH

> No Long-Term Contracts
> Price Guarantee
> American Made

1-877-801-7772

*First Three Months

BILL RASCHER
MECHANICAL

PLUMBING HEATING COOLING
Residential & Commercial
Remodeling - New Construction - Repairs

651-450-6622

www.BillRascherMech.com

%@&ME&.@‘U‘

Cleaners
Dry Cleaning & Laundry Service
984 S. SMITH, W. ST. PAUL, MN 55118
457-2909
Drive-thru window

People are looking
for your business.

Max Steininger Inc.

Excavation, Demolition, Earth Retention
Serving Commercial, Municipal, & Industrial Customers
Since 1968
(651) 454-6620

Help them find it
by advertising here.

Contact Terry Collins to place an ad today!
TCollins@4LPi.com or 952-852-4053

Millions of people overseas

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.”
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service:
| Steven J. Stremski, Agent
20 Thompson Ave. E, Suite 201 » West St. Paul

(651) 457-6348 + (877) 2210346

www.stevestremski.com

SeekAndFind.com
is NEW and IMPROVED

Now it's even easier
to shop these advertisers.

Show them your support!

depend on you. PLEASE HELP.

HELP PROTECT YOUR FAMILY
CALL NOW! 1-888-891-6806

1-888-354-0060
CRS.ORG/cb

J CRS . )

CATHOLIC ReLIEF services Tesults, HOME SECURITY TEAM

Home Care
Solutions

“The Shining Star in Home Care”
RN’s « LPN’s  Live-Ins * Aides

24 Hours A Day 763-231-9000
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Connecting Your Community™

FOR AD INFO CALL Terry Collins at 1-800-678-4574 ¢ www.4LPi.com
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