
SUNDAY MASSES 

(All in Main Church) 

Saturday at 5 p.m. 
Sunday at 9 & 11 a.m. 
 

Holy Days as announced. 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
(All in Historic Church) 
Monday-Friday at 9 a.m.  

ADORATION 
(In Historic Church) 
Tuesday 9:30-6 p.m. 

RECONCILIATION
(In Main Church) 
Friday 8-8:45 a.m.  
Saturday 3:30-4:45 p.m. 
Any time by appointment. 

4th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME JANUARY 29, 2017 

REFLECTIONS FROM OUR PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
As we set out to become disciples, it’s only natural - even 
expected - that our very first questions and uncertainties are, 
“How do I do that?”, or “What will I need to do to become a 
disciple?” The response to this reaction is at once promising and 
challenging. This is because the response is - we can do nothing. 
 

Becoming a disciple first requires that we open ourselves to the 
truth that we are nothing. We do not have what it takes to 
become disciples. Not on our own. We need Jesus for that. We 
don’t just need Jesus in addition to all that we are and do. We 
don’t simply need Jesus to improve or expand on what we do. 
We need Jesus to infuse the very heart of everything. 
 

So, where can we begin? Humility is where we start. St. 
Thomas of Villanova said, “Humility is the mother of many 
virtues, because from it obedience, fear, reverence, patience, 
modesty, meekness and peace are born.” 
 

We must begin with an emptying, a total letting go of all that we 
know to be true. It is first, in our fallen human nature, to take 
upon ourselves the idea that we can do anything to which we set 
our minds. We have a natural inclination to strive to have more, 
be more, do more, and we expect that others do the same. To 
make matters even more difficult, we live today in societies that 
encourage, support and enforce these beliefs. From our earliest 
days, we’re told that we’re special, that we can do whatever we 
believe is best for us and our families, that we have every right 
to store up our riches (monetary and otherwise), because we 
have earned them through our own efforts. St. Augustine, whose 
own life was a model for prideful sinfulness overcome by 
genuine humility, observed that, “It was pride that changed 
angels into devils; it is humility that makes men as angels.” 
True humility, the kind with which Jesus began his very own 
preaching in the Beatitudes, is countercultural, both in the time 
of Jesus’ mission on earth and now. To live in absolute 
meekness and humility, as Christ calls us to do, is radical and 
revolutionary. 
 

We’ve been praying together as a parish the beautiful prayer, 
“Jesus, I trust in You.” I believe it is important to think about 
what it is we are trusting to Christ in this prayer. Do we trust 
him to bring about a reality that we have decided is the right 
one? Do we trust him to bless the choices we’ve made for 
ourselves, our families and our communities? Or do we truly, 
completely trust him with our entire lives? Do we trust that the 
very crosses we bear are those he has allowed for us, so that our 
lives can embody fully the life God has willed for us? Do we 

trust him even when he is calling us to reconsider our long-held 
opinions and prejudices? Do we trust him even when we pray 
and pray, and we can’t hear his answer? Is our prayer for His 
Glory or for our own reassurance? 
 

One of the ways we can embrace this prayer and open ourselves 
to God’s Grace, which we will sorely need if we are to acquire 
humility, is to lay ourselves open to Jesus’ gaze. Just as Jesus 
sees James, John, Simon (Peter) and Andrew with a long and 
knowing regard, we can trust Jesus to look upon us in the same 
way. “Jesus, I trust You to see me,” is a good beginning.  
 

This is hard stuff. The consequences of deep and total humility 
make us uncomfortable. We are naturally shortsighted and may 
only see the costs for us in our workplaces, our relationships 
and our understanding of where we fit in the world around us.   
There is so much to be gained! “The soul's true greatness is in 
loving God and in humbling oneself in His presence, completely 
forgetting oneself and believing oneself to be nothing; because 
the Lord is great, but He is well-pleased only with the humble; 
He always opposes the proud.” (St. Faustina, Divine Mercy in 
My Soul) 
 

Thankfully, we have been given the “example of examples” in 
Christ Jesus. We must put on the “mind of Christ,” by making a 
firm decision to understand and adopt his way of thinking. His 
attitude of meekness and humility guided his desires (the Will 
of God) and conduct (everything with an eye on the Kingdom).  
We have a great help in the Holy Spirit, with whom we can 
transform our hearts, which is impossible to do with only our 
own strength. 
 

When we have allowed ourselves to be brought low, we will 
have a realistic sense of who we are in relationship to God and 
others. Our lives will be course corrected, because only when 
we are truly humble before God will we allow ourselves to be 
led by him. Then our prayer takes on a much deeper meaning, 
“Jesus, I trust in You.” 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Lisa Amos 
Pastoral Associate 
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YOUTH NEWS 
 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 

St. John Neumann • St. Peter • St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive • Eagan, MN 55121 

651-406-4747 • www.fscsmn.org 

CATHOLIC SERVICES  

APPEAL FOUNDATION 

The 2017 Catholic Services Appeal for the 17 Collective 
Ministries of our Archdiocese has officially 
begun! The Collective Ministries are the 
shared ministries of this Archdiocese that no 
one parish can support on its own. Those 
who have contributed to the Appeal in the 
past should shortly receive a mailing from 
the CSAF requesting your continued support. 
We ask that you once again open your 
generous hearts to hear the cry of the poor, the sick, the 
school children and the many other people in need who are 
served by these ministries. 
 

Please prayerfully consider making a pledge. You can visit 
our website at www.csafspm.org for more information 
regarding the 17 Collective Ministries. Please send in your 
pledge using the postage prepaid envelope provided with the 
mailing, or bring your completed pledge to Mass and drop it 
in the offering basket. Thank you for your generosity! 

OFFICE INFORMATION 
 

¨ Father Steven Hoffman: 651-452-4550 
¨ Deacon Tim Hennessey: 651-905-4301 
 

Parish Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Phone: 651-452-4550  
Email: church@stpetersmendota.org 
 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, 

WEDDINGS 

Call the parish office for more information. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 

Submit via website, to Mary LeClair 
(maryleclair62@gmail.com) or call the parish office. 

“THANK YOU” FROM  

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD 

This weekend, Faithful Shepherd Catholic School celebrates 
the upcoming Catholic Schools Week. On behalf 
of everyone at FSCS, we would like to thank the 
community of St. Peter’s. Your support and 
encouragement has helped us grow into the strong, 
vibrant, faith-filled community we are today. 
 

In honor of Catholic Schools Week, look for these 
activities during the Masses: 

· A special reading at the Sunday morning Masses by 
FSCS students. 

· FSCS students filling roles of service during all Masses 
and serving at Hospitality Sunday. 

· A Faithful Shepherd information table after every Mass. 
Please stop by to say hello! 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

This coming week, Faithful Shepherd will be celebrating 
Catholic Schools Week, a nationwide celebration of Catholic 
education, and this weekend we celebrate you, our parishes, 
for your support and encouragement of our mission to 
provide a faith-based, supportive environment where 
enrichment of the mind, heart and soul hold equal 
importance.  
 

You will notice our students and families volunteering this 
weekend as a demonstration of our thanks. Your support has 
impacted the lives of so many! I encourage you to approach 
our families and ask them what your support of Faithful 
Shepherd has meant to them. I also encourage you to come 
learn more about our school. Whether you have young 
children or not, stop by our upcoming open house on 
Tuesday, February 7, from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. and see 
the flourishing Catholic community you helped build. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of Faithful Shepherd 
Catholic School. 
 

Mike Randall 
Executive Director 

THANK YOU FROM 

MIKE RANDALL 

On Thursday, February 16, the St. Paul Deanery Council of 
Catholic Women will hold their 3rd Quarterly Meeting at the 
Church of Maternity of Mary, 1414 Dale Street North, in St. 
Paul, beginning at 8:15 a.m. Learn about the Breaking Free 
Ministry that helps hundreds of women escape prostitution 
and sexual exploitation. 
 

We will be collecting personal items, grocery gift cards and 
canned goods to donate to Breaking Free. 
 

Lunch will be served following the noon Mass. The cost for 
the day is $13. Please RSVP by February 14, by calling Jane 
at 651-261-2534 or Cathy at 651-481-1012. All women of 
the parish are invited and encouraged to attend. 

ST PAUL DEANERY CCW 

QUARTERLY MEETING 



ADMINISTRATIVE NEWS • STEWARDSHIP • COMMUNITY NEWS 

ACCW LEADERSHIP DAY 

BOY SCOUT PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

The Boy Scouts are hosting a 
pancake breakfast on Sunday, 
February 5, after the 9 and 11 
a.m. Masses. Breakfast includes 
sausage, eggs and all the 

pancakes you can eat. Cost is $8/adult, $5/child or $25/
family. Mark your calendars!  

The Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women will host a 
Leadership Day, “Spiritual Lipstick to Beautify Your Soul,” 
on Saturday, February 4, at Sacred Heart Church, 4087 
West Broadway Avenue in Robbinsdale. Mass is at 8 a.m., 
registration and refreshments start at 8:30 a.m. and the 
speaker forum begins at 8:45 a.m. Call 651-291-4545, if 
you have questions. Send payment to ACCW, 328 West 
Kellogg Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55102. For credit card 
registration, visit https://events.archspm.org/accw-lead-
2017. 

St. Peter’s is seeking commissioned Extraordinary Ministers 
of Holy Communion to bring the Eucharist to the sick and 
the homebound, as well as to serve in nursing homes in our 
community. Candidates for this ministry are those in our 
parish who are already commissioned or are eligible for 
commissioning. Candidates should also have a compassion 
for those who may be suffering, a friendly and warm 
disposition, a deep love of Jesus Christ and a desire to bring 
the incredible gift of Christ in the Eucharist to our sisters and 
brothers. Training is provided; times and days are flexible. 
For further information, please contact Lisa Amos, Pastoral 
Associate at 651-905-4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

MINISTER TO THE HOMEBOUND 

Cana Dinner tickets will be on sale today and February 4/5 
in the Gathering Space, after each Mass. An elegant 
evening is planned for February 11, beginning with the 5 
p.m. Mass, to celebrate the sacrament of marriage and all  
married couples, widowed and single people are invited to 
attend. The cost is $25 per attendee, which includes dinner, 
two drink tickets and a presentation by Dr. John R. Buri. 
We look forward to seeing you there! 

CANA DINNER, FEBRUARY 11 

Last weekend Fr. Steven presented the wonderful news 
about our reduction in interest rate, from 5.5% to 4%.  This 
reduction in interest and re-amortization of the loan results 
in a lower monthly payment for the parish.  The current plan 
is to take this monthly savings and apply it to the principal 
balance, thus paying down the loans at a quicker rate.  
Following are the numbers, both before and after the 
reduction. 
 

School loan monthly payment at 5.5%   $11,302 
School loan monthly payment at 4%   $  7,968 
Monthly savings    $  3,334 

  
Building loan monthly payment at 5.5%   $26,148 
Building loan monthly payment at 4%   $18,328 
Monthly savings    $  7,820 

 

Total annual savings applied to principal   $133,848 

INTEREST RATE REDUCTION 

All men are encouraged to join 250 others from across the 
Archdiocese as St. Peter’s hosts the quarterly Catholic 
Watchmen Rally on Thursday, February 2, at 6:30 p.m. Fr. 
Brian Park will present a talk on “How to Deal with Sin as a 
Catholic Man,” Bishop Cozzens will share a reflection and 
preside over Benediction, Jeff Cavins will lead the evening, 
and a wonderful dinner with beverages will be 
provided.  This is a great way to start the New Year as we 
seek to grow stronger in our faith and to become better 
spiritual leaders in our family and community.  Contact Jim 
Lodoen at 952-707-0539 or jlodoen@lindquist.com with 
questions. 

CATHOLIC WATCHMEN RALLY 

AT ST. PETER’S 

Come join us on Friday, February 24, at 6 p.m. for a pizza 
feast and bingo!  Feel free to dress in 
appropriate Mardi Gras attire as well.  We 
will have the regular children and adult 
prizes, but the “cover all” at 7:30 will be a 
$50 gift card to Gerten’s. If we have multiple winners, we 
will draw a name for the winner. 
 

Bring your appetite and join us for a family-friendly good 
time.  We will have a sign – up sheet in the Gathering Space 
on the weekends of February 4/5, 11/12 and 18/19, so we can 
estimate how much food to buy. Or call Anne O’Keefe at 
651-905-4308, or email her at aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org 
with your RSVP. Looking forward to seeing you there! 

SAVE THE DATE - MARDI GRAS! 

Thank you to all who answered the “St. Peter’s History 
Quiz” from St. Peter’s newsletter, The Current. Your names 
were entered into the drawing to win a $25.00 Gerten’s gift 
card. The questions were: Who is the man in this picture?  
Father Ravoux. What year was the Historic Church built? 
1853. What year was our current worship space built? 2005. 
The winner was Dorothy Petroski!  Thanks for playing! 

HISTORY QUIZ WINNER 



THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR: JANUARY 30 

Monday, January 30  
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary) 
 6 pm St. Paul Civic Symphony, Heritage Center 
 7 pm Boy Scout Meeting, Ravoux Room 
 

Tuesday, January 31 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary) 
 9:30 am Adoration Before the Blessed Sacrament 
  until 6 pm, Historic Church 
 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study, Ravoux Room 
 

Wednesday, February 1 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary) 
 9:30 am CCW Board Meeting, Conference Room 1 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Ravoux Room 
 4:30 pm RE Grades 1-4, Classrooms 
 6:30 pm RE Grades 1-8, Classrooms 
 6:30 pm Perissos, Youth Room 
 7 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
 

Thursday, February 2 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary) 
 9:30 am Small Faith Group, Ravoux Room 
 6:30 pm RCIA, Conference Room 1 
 6:30 pm Catholic Watchmen Rally, Heritage 
  Center 
 7 pm AA Meeting, Classroom 5 
 

Friday, February 3  
 8 am Confessions, Main Church  

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary) 
 9:30 am Anointings, Historic Church 
 

Saturday, February 4 
 9 and 10:30 am 

  AA Meeting, Classrooms 2, 4 
 10 am Saturday Scripture Study, Conference 
  Room 1 

 3:30 pm Confession, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 5 pm Mass with CSA Video, Main Church 

 6 pm New Parishioner Registration, Gathering 
  Space 
 

Sunday, February 5 - Boy Scout Pancake 
 Breakfast 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 9 am Mass with CSA Video, Main  

 Church 

 9 am Liturgy of the Word for Children, Ravoux 
  Room 

 9 am Sunday School, Classrooms 
 10 am New Parishioner Registration, Gathering 
  Space 
 10:20 am Rosary, Historic Church 

 11 am Mass with CSA Video, Main Church 

 11 am Liturgy of the Word for Children, Ravoux 
  Room 
 12 pm New Parishioner Registration, Gathering 
  Space 

Sunday: Zep 2:3; 3:12-13/Ps 146/1 Cor 
 1:26-31/Mt 5:1-12a 
Monday: Heb 11:32-40/Ps 31/Mk 5:1-20 
Tuesday: Heb 12:1-4/Ps 22/Mk 5:21-43 
Wednesday: Heb 12:4-7, 11-15/Ps 103/Mk 
 6:1-6 
Thursday: Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24/Heb 2:14-18/
 Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32 
Friday: Heb 13:1-8/Ps 27/Mk 6:14-29 
Saturday: Heb 13:15-17, 20-21/Ps 23/Mk 
 6:30-34 
Next Sunday: Is 58:7-10/Ps 112/1 Cor 2:1-5/
 Mt 5:13-16 
 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 29 

St. Peter’s is here to bring the good news of the 
Gospel to all, so that every person can have a 
personal, life changing, life giving relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 

Parish Pastoral Council Email: 
ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio…………………………..651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie………………………….651-365-1334 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

The following are the intentions remembered by 

the priest at Mass: 
 

Monday, January 30  † Jerry Johnson 
Tuesday, January 31     Julia Lenertz Family 
Wednesday, February 1  † Tom Schommer 
Thursday, February 2    Rick & Kathy Neumann 

Family 
Friday, February 3 † Florence Dugan 
Saturday, February 4    Alex Rynders 
Sunday, February 5 - 9 a.m.   Arleen Mertensotto 
                                 11 a.m.   Mass For The People 

Matt 5:11-12 Blessed are you when they 

insult you and persecute 
you and utter every kind 

of evil against you falsely because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will 
be great in heaven. 

MASS INTENTIONS 



PASTORAL MINISTRY 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE  

ENCOUNTER 

Enjoy the blessings of your spouse by enriching your 
marriage. The next Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter Weekends are February 10-12, and 
May 5-7, in Buffalo. Early registration is highly 

recommended. For more information, visit our website at: 
www.twincitieswwme.org. You may also contact Brent and 
Tracy by email at applications@twincitieswwme.org or call 
612-756-8720. 

COR JESU 

Meaning “Heart of Jesus,” Cor Jesu is a moving opportunity 
to worship Christ in community with the Church through 
Eucharistic adoration, confession, praise and worship, 
benediction and fellowship. 
 
Join college age and young adults for these 
evenings at St. Mary’s Chapel at the Saint Paul 
Seminary School of Divinity, 2260 Summit 
Avenue, in St. Paul, at 8 p.m. on the following 
first Fridays: February 3, March 3, April 7 and 
May 5. 

FOLLOWING JESUS 

Jesus said, “Learn of Me, for I am meek and 
humble of heart.” 
 

This week: Ask Jesus for the grace to do 
something that puts others first - a selfless 
act of kindness. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS ROSARY 

The Faithful Shepherd Knights of Columbus have initiated 
praying the rosary every Sunday at 10:20 to 10:40 a.m. in the 
Historic Church, beginning Sunday, January 29. Please join 
us. All are welcome. 

St. Charles Borromeo, 2739 Stinson Boulevard N.E., 
in St. Anthony, is hosting a retreat for all couples that have 
been married 0 to 7 years and wish to have a happy, holy and 
healthy marriage. It takes place on Saturday, February 4, 
from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The retreat includes special 
presentations, breakout sessions, reconciliation and the 
opportunity for couples to renew their wedding vows. The 
cost is $40 per couple, including continental breakfast and a 
catered lunch. Watch for details coming soon on how to 
register!  

COUPLES RETREAT 

LECTIO DIVINA 

Lectio Divina is Latin for “divine 
reading,” which means “to pray with 
Scripture.” By stilling your soul and 
opening it up to the Holy Spirit, you 
will find that reading, meditation, 
prayer and contemplation - the four 
steps of Lectio Divina - will open your heart to receive the 
truths that Jesus wants to show you. 
 

A free-will offering is accepted for this event, with a 
suggested donation of $10. A light dinner will be served. 
For more information and to register, visit the events page 
on www.rediscover-faith.org and print the flyer. 
 

This event takes place on Tuesday, January 31, from 6:30 to 
8 p.m., at Good Shepherd Catholic Church, 145 Jersey 
Avenue South, in Golden Valley. 

God’s Plan for a Joy-Filled Marriage: A Refreshing, 

Liberating Vision of Marriage and Sexuality offers a view 
of marriage that helps you fully embrace, and even 
celebrate, God’s glorious plan for your life.  
 

Join us on Sunday, February 19, from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
in the  Ravoux Room. This half-day workshop will provide 
you with a rich understanding of the teachings of the 
Church, offer you the tools to live married life as God 
intended and give you ample opportunity to discover your 
relationship in a wholly and holy new way.  
 

A requirement for engaged couples, but relevant for ALL 
couples, this workshop might be just what you’re looking 
for and what God is calling you to in your relationship. 
 

Register with Lisa Amos, Pastoral Associate, by email at 
lamos@stpetersmendota.org or call her at  651-905-4304 no 
later than February 15.  A light lunch will be provided for 
couples who register in advance.  A suggested donation of 

$20 per couple will be gladly accepted. 
 

All couples, whether engaged, newly married or looking 

for ways to deepen your relationship through Christ-

centered intimacy are welcome. 

GOD’S PLAN FOR A  

JOY-FILLED MARRIAGE 

Thank you for your generous donations of white sheets and 

empty pill bottles for the needs in Haiti. We collected more 

than we anticipated and appreciate your kindness. We are 

putting this on hold due to the lack of storage space. We 

will resume the collection on May 1. Thank you! 

HAITI COLLECTION 






