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The unseasonably wonderful weather we’ve been having these 
last few weeks makes me hopeful that spring is on its way. It 
also makes it easy for me to believe that it’s already very near to 
Lent, and therefore, closer to Easter. In just a few days, Lent 
will begin. It’s a season that I have looked forward to every 
year, since returning to the Church in 2004. I look forward to 
the massive overindulgence of Fat Tuesday, the solemn ritual of 
Ash Wednesday, the comforting simplicity that comes from 
giving up and giving in to God’s presence in our lives. 
 

Beyond my fondness for the outward signs of the season, 
however, lies something deeper. I am reminded that I need to 
put in the work to be a disciple of Jesus. I am a sinner. I always 
have been. I likely always will be. Despite knowing this is true, 
it is easy to forget two very important things. First of all, from 
time to time, I need to be reminded of my own limitations and 
shortcomings, and secondly, I am not the only one who needs 
this reminder. There is no place in our calendar where it’s more 
apparent that God’s love for us is without end and without 
reservation than Lent and Easter. God, in infinite wisdom, 
knows that we all fall away from the love of Christ in the 
moments of our daily lives. God, in infinite love, offers us time 
and opportunity to live as we are created to be, again and again 
and again. We are given a great number of ways to purify 
ourselves of them in beautiful and special ways. 
 

Our liturgies, parish bulletin, Facebook page and website are 
bursting with these opportunities. And at the end of it all, the 
gift of Holy Week and Resurrection are waiting for us. The 
purpose of Lent is not punishment. Its purpose is to prepare us 
for Easter. We are made more ready for Resurrection. This time 
is about more than “giving something up.” Abstaining from 
something, say ice cream, without recognizing the reason for 
doing so is as hollow as a bargain chocolate bunny. We should 
ask ourselves, “Why have I given up ice cream?” Is it because 
we turn to it in times of stress instead of turning to God? Do we 
wish for a deeper solidarity with the poor of God’s children? 
We may decide that giving up ice cream is not enough. How 
much of ourselves would we relinquish if we really believed 
that reducing our own consumption would leave more for the 
rest of the world?  
 

Lent is also an invitation from God to spend more time in His 
presence.  It’s an opportunity to open our hearts more fully to 
what it is He calls us to be and to do in His name. Our loved 
ones receive tremendous attention from us on their special days. 
Lent is the season to pay special attention to God. Our lives 
become so overloaded with tasks. We become obsessively task 
oriented. One of the gifts of Lent is that we have a wonderful 

excuse for making time for Jesus. Most of the year, it is 
incredibly difficult to carve out real time to set aside all our 
worldly comforts, joys and responsibilities. During Lent, there’s 
a sense that that’s exactly what we should do, so we can, with 
relatively little guilt. This is why every year during Lent, I 
spend a weekend on silent retreat, and I don’t feel like I’ve 
shorted my work, my family or my friends. Periods of silent 
reflection, prayer, both alone and in community, and going to 
confession all allow me to sink more fully into Jesus Christ. 
What was surprising to me was the humility I walked away 
with. God lovingly reminds me that the world functions without 
me. The parish was just fine when I returned on Monday 
morning, my children were well taken care of and happy, my 
husband did not tear his hair out in my absence. God is often 
subtle, but always clever. 
 

Whether you can attend a retreat or not, it’s vital that we hold 
the retreat experience in our lives. We can make a very 
conscious effort to create small holy moments in our daily lives. 
This is something each of us can, and should, do regardless of 
what our obligations may be. Can you extend your own daily 
prayer time by including daily reflection specific to Lent? Will 
you try to learn more about your faith? This year, we are giving 
away copies of “The Seven Secrets of Confession,” by Vinny 
Flynn. I encourage you to take one, to read it and discover 
hidden truths about the great spiritual beauty, power and depth 
of Confession. 
 

As Pope Francis tells us, Confession is much more than "going 
to the dry cleaner." It’s "an encounter with Jesus, who waits for 
us as we are.” Perhaps you will meditate on the mysteries of the 
rosary or attend weekday Mass. You might try to spend some 
time at Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament. Will you 
consider seeking out spiritual and theological development 
opportunities? Could you choose to grow in apostolic mission 
by volunteering in various ways to change the lives of those less 
fortunate than you? Can you forgive someone, or something, 
who has failed you in some way? 
 

I won’t be giving up ice cream, but I will try to reduce my 
excess consumption of the world’s resources, including food. I 
will give more of my time to God. Christ will receive more of 
my attention. And I’ll try very, very hard to remember that the 
world will continue remarkably well with or without me. At 
least for the next 40 days. May God bless your Lent with 
prayerful experiences, deeper relationship with Christ and 
renewed humility. 
 
Lisa Amos, Pastoral Associate 



YOUTH NEWS 
 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 

St. John Neumann • St. Peter • St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive • Eagan, MN 55121 

651-406-4747 • www.fscsmn.org 

If you have not yet given your gift in 
support of the 17 Collective Ministries 
of this Archdiocese to the Catholic 
Services Appeal, please prayerfully 
consider God’s gifts in your life and 
consider making a pledge. 
 
Every gift is important; we can see in 
the example of the poor widow that, 
while only able to give two small 
coins, she gives what she can. Jesus’ 
response to this is, “I tell you truly, 
this poor widow put in more than all the rest” (Lk 21:1-4). If 
we have faith, God can do great things with the little we are 
able to give. Just think of the miracle of the multiplication of 
the loaves; with just the two fish and five loaves, Jesus fed 
over 5,000 people. What could God do with your gift?  

CATHOLIC SERVICES 

APPEAL FOUNDATION 

Join Us For Workcamp! 
All high school youth are invited 
to join Elizabeth and the rest of 
the Workcamp Team, as we travel 
to Covington, Tennessee from 
June 24 through July 1! Spend a 
week being the hands and feet of Christ for the people of 
Covington, all while making new friends, having fun and 
eating lots of Dairy Queen! Make sure to sign up today! For 
an information packet and application, please email Elizabeth 
McCanna at emccanna@stpetersmendota.org or call her at 
651-905-4312. 

WORKCAMP 

Come as a Guest 
Leave as a Friend  

OFFICE INFORMATION 
 

¨ Father Steven Hoffman: 651-452-4550 
¨ Deacon Tim Hennessey: 651-905-4301 
 

Parish Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Phone: 651-452-4550  
Email: church@stpetersmendota.org 
 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, 

WEDDINGS 

Call the parish office for more information. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 

Submit via website, to Mary LeClair 
(maryleclair62@gmail.com) or call the parish office. 

Apply to be a team member for 
the Totus Tuus Summer 
Catechetical Program. We are in 
need of college age men and 
women who feel called to share 
their Catholic faith with the youth 
from local parishes around the 
Archdiocese. Positions are a 2-
month commitment (June 2 to 
July 29), which includes one week of training and one week 
break for the 4th of July. Each team member will receive 
$2,520 for their work. Find application forms at 
www.archspm.org/TotusTuus. 

YOUNG ADULTS NEEDED FOR  

TEACHING THIS SUMMER 

On Thursday, March 9, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., join 
Minnesota’s bishops, dynamic speakers and over a 
thousand Catholics from across the state for a day of 
inspiration and advocacy at our State Capitol. 
Be inspired by dynamic Church leaders and the power 
of prayer. Be informed about the critical issues impacting 
life and human dignity in Minnesota. Be equipped to 
effectively engage your elected officials. Participation 
includes access to the morning program with the Minnesota 
bishops and guests, Bishop James Conley and Gloria 
Purvis, advocacy training workshops, coordinated 
legislative visits with fellow Catholics from your area and 
more. For more information visit 
www.catholicsatthecapitol.org. 

CATHOLICS AT THE CAPITOL 



ADMINISTRATIVE NEWS • STEWARDSHIP • COMMUNITY NEWS 

BOY SCOUT FISH FRY IS BACK 

This year during Lent, the Boy Scouts will 

be hosting two fish fries - one on Friday, 

March 3, the other on Friday, March 24. 

The dinner will be served from 4:30 to 7 

p.m. The cost is $10 for adults, $7 for 

children ages 3-12, age 2 and under eat 

free. Mark your calendars now. Don't miss these 

scrumptious events! 

HOSPITALITY SUNDAY HOSTED 

BY UGANDAN MISSION TEAM 

On Sunday, February 26, Hospitality Sunday 

will be hosted by members of the Ugandan 

Mission team, and specifically many of those 

traveling to Uganda at the end of May. St. 

Peter’s has had a relationship with St. 

Anthony’s parish in Migyera, Uganda for 10 years. In that 

time, through the generosity of our parishioners, we have 

raised money to provide educational sponsorships to 

hundreds of children, as well as for other humanitarian 

projects. Fr. Lawrence Kimbowa has visited us numerous 

times over the years, but we have never traveled to Uganda. 

That will change this year! Currently we have 10 people 

signed up to make the trip, which leaves May 31 and 

returns June 12. There is still room for more people, if you 

would like to consider joining us. We’d love to have you! 

The deadline for signing up for the trip is February 28. 

We are working to provide childcare 

opportunities for families during some 

of our events here at St. Peter’s, and 

we need your help. We won’t be able 

to begin offering this to families 

unless some parishioners come 

forward to watch the children.  

Training is required and provided. At 

this time, we do not have nearly enough volunteers. 
 

Also, please consider donating gently used or new toys.  

We will gratefully accept toys, puzzles and games for all 

ages. Please no used stuffed animals, toys in need of repair 

or violence themed toys such as toy weapons.  
 

Donations may be left in the marked bin in the coatroom. 

To volunteer, please contact Anne O’Keefe, Community 

Life Coordinator or Lisa Amos, Pastoral Associate at 651-

452-4550. Thank you!  

VOLUNTEERS AND TOYS NEEDED 

Please join us on Ash Wednesday, March 1, 

for a soup supper, hosted by the Council of 

Catholic Women and the Men’s Club. It will 

take place from 5 to 7 p.m. in Heritage 

Center. All are welcome. 

SOUP SUPPER HOSTED BY  

CCW AND MEN’S CLUB 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED 

MAKE THE CANA DINNER A SUCCESS 

The Cana Committee would like to thank the 

many people who helped make the Cana 

Dinner a success; Dr John Buri for his 

wonderful talk, Kane’s Catering for the 

dinner, Margaret Schreiner for the beautiful 

table runners, the volunteers who worked in 

the kitchen and the volunteers who helped set up and take 

down before and after the dinner. This event would not have 

been the success it was if it weren’t for all of you. Thank 

you! 
 

Cana Committee - Ann and Gary Anderson, Ann and Jim 

Hoey, Anne O'Keefe, and Gail and Al Barta. 

A training for youth, ages 11 and older 

who are interested  in becoming Mass 

Servers, will be offered on Sunday, March 

5, from 12:30 to 3 p.m. in the Main 

Church. Please RSVP to Deacon Tim at 

thennessey@stpetersmendota.org, no later 

than Thursday, March 2. Pizza and pop 

will be served at the end of training! 

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING 



THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR: FEBRUARY 27 

Monday, February 27  
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 6 pm St. Paul Civic Symphony, Heritage Center 
 7 pm Boy Scout Meeting, Ravoux Room 
 

Tuesday, February 28 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 9:30 am Adoration Before the Blessed Sacrament 
  until 6 pm, Historic Church 
 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study, Classroom 10 
 

Wednesday, March 1 
 7 am Ash Wednesday Mass, Historic Church 

 9 am Ash Wednesday Mass, Main Church (8:30 
  Rosary) 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Conference Room 1 
 5 pm Soup Supper, Heritage Center 

 6:30 pm Ash Wednesday Mass, Main Church 
 

Thursday, March 2 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 6:30 pm RCIA, Conference Room 1 
 6:30 pm Liturgy Committee, Conference Room 3 
 7 pm AA Meeting, Classroom 5 
 

Friday, March 3 
 8 am Confessions, Main Church  

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 9:30 am  Anointings, Historic Church 
 4:30 pm Boy Scout Fish Fry, Heritage Center 
 6 pm Confessions, Main Church 
 6:30 pm Stations of the Cross with Benediction and 
  Adoration, Main Church 
 

Saturday, March 4 
 9 and 10:30 am 

  AA Meeting, Classrooms 2, 4 
 9 am Visioning Committee Meeting, Classroom 10 
 10 am Saturday Scripture Study, Conference 
  Room 1 

 3:30 pm Confession, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 6 pm New Parishioner Registration, Gathering Space 
 

Sunday, March 5 - Hospitality Sunday 
 hosted by the Council of Catholic Women 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 

  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 9 am Mass with Rite of Calling (RCIA), Main 

  Church 

 9 am & 11 am 
  Liturgy of the Word for Children, Classroom 10 
 9 am Sunday School, Classrooms 

 10 am & 12 pm 

  New Parishioner Registration, Gathering 
  Space 

 10:20 am Rosary for St. Peter’s Parish, Historic 

  Church 
 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 12:30 pm Altar Server Training, Main Church

Sunday: Is 49:14-15/Ps 62:2-3, 6-9/1 Cor 4:1-
 5/Mt 6:24-34 
Monday: Sir 17:20-24/Ps 32:1-2, 5-7/Mk 10:17
 -27 
Tuesday: Sir 35:1-12/Ps 50:5-8, 14, 23/Mk 
 10:28-31 
Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-6ab, 12-14, 17/2 
 Cor 5:20--6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-4, 6/Lk 9:22-25 
Friday: Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-6ab, 18-19/Mt 9:14
 -15 
Saturday: Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-6/Lk 5:27-32 
Next Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Ps 51:3-6, 12-13, 17/
 Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19/Mt 4:1-
 11 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 26 

St. Peter’s is here to bring the good news of the 
Gospel to all, so that every person can have a 
personal, life changing, life giving relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 

Parish Pastoral Council Email: 
ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio…………………………..651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie………………………….651-365-1334 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

The following are the intentions remembered by 

the priest at Mass: 
 

Monday, February 27        Ava Mayers 
Tuesday, February 28        Jim 
Wednesday, March 1, 7 am -    Mass For The People 
                                    9 am - † Daryl Majares 
                               6:30 pm - † Christopher Gonzalez 
Thursday, March 2    † George Zirnhelt 
Friday, March 3       Tom & Mary O’Neill 
Saturday, March 4       Mass For The People 
Sunday, March 5, 9 a.m.         † Tom Mulvihill 
                            11 a.m.         † Jane Squillace 

Is not life more than food and 
the body more than clothing? 
Look at the birds in the sky; 

they do not sow or reap, they gather nothing 
into barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are not you more important than they? 

MASS INTENTIONS 



PASTORAL MINISTRY 

COR JESU 

Meaning “Heart of Jesus,” Cor Jesu is a moving 
opportunity to worship Christ in community with 
the Church through Eucharistic adoration, 
confession, praise and worship, benediction and 
fellowship. 

 

Join college age and young adults for these evenings at St. 
Mary’s Chapel at the Saint Paul Seminary School of 
Divinity, 2260 Summit Avenue, in St. Paul, at 8 p.m. on the 
following first Fridays: March 3, April 7 and May 5. 

FOLLOWING JESUS 

When you catch yourself anxious or worried 
about something this week, turn it into a prayer 
of trustful surrender: Jesus, I place this in your 
hands. Help me to do peacefully what I can--
accepting Your will with love--always trusting in Your 
goodness. 

The Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign is an annual 
event to help replenish supplies for Minnesota’s 300 food 
shelves. During the month of March, the food shelves 
record and report their receipts, by weighing the pounds of 
food donated and counting the dollars contributed (one 
dollar counts as one pound). Minnesota FoodShare uses 
these totals to allocate proportional funds to each food 
shelf. This means the more a food shelf collects, the more 
money they receive from the fund. All donations from St. 
Peter’s will be given to Neighbor’s, Inc., the designated 
food shelf for our parish. 
 

 In 2016, Neighbors, Inc. placed third out of the 300 food 
shelves in the state for total weight and monetary 
collections during the March Campaign. The generosity of 
our parishioners played a big role in this victory.  
 

Our parish goal for this year’s campaign is to collect 4,500 
pounds/dollars for Neighbors, Inc. Special grocery bags will 
be distributed today and again on March 11 and 12. Please 
consider filling these bags with your food donations and 
returning them to St. Peter’s by April 2. Each dollar 
donated is the equivalent to one pound of food. You may 
place your monetary donation in the collection basket at 
Mass. Please mark envelopes clearly, make checks payable 
to Neighbors, Inc. and note “Church of St. Peter” on the 
check’s memo line. 
 

In a world where there is so much wealth and so many 
resources to feed everyone, 

It is unfathomable that there are so many hungry children   
Poverty today is a cry. 

-Pope Francis- 

2017 MARCH MINNESOTA 

FOOD SHELF DRIVE 

Living by the Power of the Holy Spirit Through 
Faith, Hope and Love 
St. Peter’s will hold a Lenten Speaker Series on Tuesday, 
March 7, 14, and 28, in Heritage Center, from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m., beginning with the speaker and ending with 
refreshments and fellowship. 
 

Among the gifts given to us in our baptism by the Holy Spirit 
are three powerful virtues: Faith, Hope and Love. Come and 
join us as we set out to deepen our understanding of how to 
live by these virtues and lean on them in moments of doubt 
and fear, weakness and discouragement. Everyone is 
welcome. We invite you to bring a friend! Following the 
speaker, refreshments will be served. 
 

Topics and speakers are: 
 

March 7:   The Gift of Faith with Fr. Steven Hoffman 
March 14: The Gift of Love with Fr. Andrew Jaspers 
March 28: The Gift of Hope with Elizabeth Kelly 
 

Childcare will be provided for children ages 6 months to 11 
years. Registration for the childcare is REQUIRED in 

advance one week prior to attendance. 

LENT SPEAKER SERIES 2017 

You are invited to spend a morning of retreat reflecting on 
what it means to believe that you are a beloved daughter or 
son of God. It is important to embrace wholeheartedly the 
truth of your beloved-ness. One of the first and most 
important steps to discipleship is acceptance of the Divine 
love that is unconditionally ours. Only then can we begin to 
explore how Christ invites us to respond to His love.  
Choose from 2 dates: Wednesday, March 22 OR Saturday, 
March 25, from 9:30 a.m. to 1p.m. 
Please register by Friday, March 17. 
Childcare is available for ages 6 months to 11 years for the 
SATURDAY session ONLY with advance registration. 
We will begin our retreat in the Main Church for Adoration 
together. A free will donation will be gratefully accepted. A 
light soup lunch will be served. 

I AM BELOVED:  

A LENT MORNING RETREAT 

St. Peter’s Pastoral Ministry will be giving away copies of 
Vinny Flynn’s “Seven Secrets of Confession” at all Ash 
Wednesday Masses. Discover the power of this intimate 
encounter with Jesus this Lent. If you will not be here for 
Mass on March 1, please contact Lisa Amos, Pastoral 
Associate, to have your household’s copy set aside. 

SPIRITUAL READING 

FOR LENT 








