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Church of 
ST. PETER 

MENDOTA 

1405 Highway 13   PO Box 50679   Mendota MN 55150-0679 

February 2, 2014 
The Presentation of the Lord 

 
OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

God’s gifts and blessings.  

 

OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and heritage, 

where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 

generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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Reflections from our 

Business Manager 

W elcome to the first days of February. Most of you 

will be reading this on Groundhog’s Day, which will 

apparently tell us how much more of winter we should 

either have to endure or enjoy depending on your 

perspective. My personal prediction is that we will have 

quite a few more days of snow, cold and wind ahead of 

us. 

 

In spite of the weather our daily Masses in the Historic 

Church and our weekend Masses in the Main Church 

continue to thrive. What a wonderful sight it is to see the 

cars flowing into the parking lots in spite of the cold and 

snow. We are either truly hearty Minnesotans or we are a 

people who believe, gather and worship in the love of 

God. Maybe it is a bit of both but I do believe that it is the 

gift of God’s love to his people and our response to this 

love that brings us out of our warm homes and into the 

cold to gather and worship together. 

 

God’s love to his people is truly amazing. He gave to us 

the ultimate gift of his only Son. He gave to us our lives, 

our talents, our ability to share in His grace, and to pass 

this onto others. We gather every week to rejoice in this 

beautiful gift he has given us. We listen to His word, 

reflect upon its meaning, receive the Body and Blood of 

Christ, pray and give thanks. 

 

What if we took this gift one step farther? What if in 

addition to attending Mass weekly or daily we set aside 

time each day for prayer? What if we took the time to 

really look at what He has given us? What if we reflected 

on what he has given us, and determined how we can use 

these gifts to give back to him? What if, in other words, 

we became good stewards of what has been given to us? 

 

Prayer is one of the easiest things we can do each day. It 

can be done upon waking in the morning, preparing for 

the day, or sitting in rush hour traffic. It can be done at 

work, the dentist’s office, at the dinner table or before 

bed. It can be one of the prayers we have memorized 

since we were children. It could be the rosary, or it could 

be found in a book or missal. Prayer can be random, it can 

be made up as we go along, or it can be a simple 

conversation with God. In the course of prayer we can 

give thanks to God, ask for guidance, wisdom, or healing, 

and we can express our hurt anger and fears. Prayer can 

be what you make it. I just ask that you find time each 

day for prayer. It is a simple, wonderful way to 

experience God’s love and bring us closer to Him. 

How often do we really think about all the gifts God has 

given us? Some of us may have grown  up in a home with 

loving parents, experienced the blessings of true 

friendships, or have found the love and support of a good 

spouse. Maybe some of us have a talent for fixing things, 

playing the piano, hitting a baseball or figuring out a 

complex math equation. Many of us have jobs, good 

health, and the blessings of children or grandchildren.  

These are all gifts from God, gifts that show us how much 

he loves and cares for us. When times are tough, and 

invariably they will be throughout life, it is sometimes 

hard to see all that we have been given. If we take the time 

and really think about our lives, we will discover many of 

the gifts we have been given. 

 

Let’s take this one step farther. Now that we have 

pondered upon our gifts and blessings that have been 

bestowed upon us, what can we do to share these with 

others?  Can we help a neighbor shovel a driveway, visit a 

friend who is lonely, or give aide those who are not as 

fortunate as us? Can we help a child to read, lead a 

religious education class, or distribute Holy Communion 

at Mass or to those who are homebound? Can we not find 

the time to share a little of the gifts that have so 

generously been given to us? Is it not in giving that we 

truly receive? There are so many ways in which we can 

give back to God through what he has given us. It is a way 

to take the gift of his love and to pass it on to others. 

 

The past three weekends we have been hearing a great 

deal about stewardship. I like to think of stewardship as a 

three legged stool. One leg is time; time to give in prayer, 

attend Mass or volunteer at church or the community. 

Another leg is talent. We all have some talents, gifts that 

can be shared with others. The final leg is treasure. 

Treasure is not only our financial gifts but the gift of 

ourselves. No time, talent or treasure is so little that it 

cannot be shared. The Church sits upon this stool. If a leg 

is missing, the stool will fail, and the Church cannot be 

supported.  

 

If you have not yet had a chance to turn in your 

commitment card, I ask that you please do so soon. The 

more commitments we receive, the stronger our stool is to 

support the Church. The stronger a church we have, the 

greater ability we have to give thanks and praise for the 

wonderful gift of love that has been given to each and 

every one of us. 

 

 

 

 
Mary Jubenville 

Business Manager 



Church of St. Peter Page 3 

The 2014 Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) 
is underway. Many of our parishioners will 
soon receive or have already received a 
mailing from the newly established 
Catholic Services Appeal Foundation 
requesting your support of the 2014 
Catholic Services Appeal. Please respond generously.  
 
The Appeal funds services that no one parish or 
individual can do alone and these services must go on 
despite these troubled times in our Archdiocese. It is 
important to know that contributions to the Catholic 
Services Appeal will be used for the benefit of designated 
ministries of the Appeal and for no other purposes. Please 
visit the new Catholic Services Appeal Foundation 
website at csafspm.org for more information. 
 
When you give to the Catholic Services Appeal you 
provide food and shelter, education, spiritual support, and 
sacraments to individuals who are in need, disabled, 
imprisoned, hospitalized, or in nursing homes. You 
support low-income seniors, pregnant mothers, refugees, 
and immigrants. You support seminarians preparing for 
the priesthood, make the annual Archdiocesan Youth Day 
happen, and help fund the Rediscover: evangelization and 
catechesis initiative. You help our 65,000 brothers and 
sisters at the mission parish of Jesucristo Resucitado in 
Venezuela.  
 
This year, the theme of the Appeal is: “Seek first the 
Kingdom of God.” Funds given to the Catholic Services 
Appeal help to share the message of salvation not only in 
our parish but throughout our local Church and beyond. 
Commit to helping the CSA supported ministries. Then, 
please contemplate God’s gifts to you and reflect on your 
gratitude for these gifts. Your financial support for the 
work of our parish and vital ministries throughout this 
local Church is one way to express this gratitude. Please 
note that when our parish reaches its goal, 25% of all 
funds received will be returned for use in our parish. 

2014 Catholic Services 

Appeal Begins 
“Seek first the Kingdom of God.” Matthew 6:24–34 

Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation (RE/FF) 

First Eucharist Program 
There will be no Wednesday class for second grade on 

Wednesday, February 5. Instead, we will have a Parent 

and Child Session on Tuesday, February 4, at 6:30 

p.m. Children will go to their classrooms and parents 

will come to Heritage Center. Please contact Kathy 

Raible at 651-905-4311 if you have any questions or if 

you will not be able to attend the Tuesday session. Thank 

you. 
 

Caring Hearts for Homeless People 
The Religious Education Department, working in 

collaboration with St. Peter’s Pastoral Ministry, is asking 

the families of the Religious Education/Faith Formation 

programs to help in collecting much needed items for the 

homeless in our surrounding areas. Each grade has been 

asked to bring in a specific item. Please remind your child 

to bring in their item before the end of February. 
3 ½ yr olds:  Baby Wipes 

Preschool:  Toothbrushes (children & adult) 

Kindergarten:  Shampoo & Conditioner (travel size) 
Grade 1: Pocket Tissues 

Grade 2:  Lip balm 

Grade 3: Toothpaste (travel size) 
Grade 4:  Cough Drops 

Grade 5:  Deodorant (travel size) 

Grade 6:  Hand & body lotion (travel size) 
Grade 7:  Lip balm 

Grade 8: Pocket Tissues 

(all items should be non-aerosol and new) 
 

Confirmation 
Registration is now open for 9th graders for preparation 

for the Sacrament of Confirmation. All registered families 

with 9th graders should have received an information 

packet through the mail in early January. Students can be 

registered by going to the parish website and clicking on 

‘Confirmation’ under the tab ‘Sacraments.’ The 

registration deadline is Friday, February 28, and 

orientation for parents and students is Sunday, March 2. If 

you have any questions, contact Ed Overell at 651-905-

4312. 
 

Youth Group 
Our next youth group meeting will be on Sunday, 

February 9, when we will host the “Youth Group 

Olympics.” Students will be able to participate in a 

number of “events” with their friends and peers. There 

will be prizes, and there will be pizza! No RSVP 

necessary, just show up at 6:30 p.m. in the Youth Room! 

All high school students and 8th graders are invited, 

regardless of the school you attend. Feel free to invite 

friends! 

 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651-406-4747, www.fscsmn.org 



St. Peter’s Community News 

Annual Giving 
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Weekly Contribution Summary 
 

Budget for the period 1/20/14-1/26/14 .................. $14,893 

Actual for the period 1/20/14-1/26/14 ................... $12,960 

Year-to-Date Budget ............................................ $547,736 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................. $498,154 

Neighbors Food Shelf 

Current food shelf needs for Neighbors: 
Baked beans 

Canned Meat 

Crackers 

Juice 

Pancake mix and syrup 

Pasta 

Rice 

Tuna 

Toilet Paper 

 

Collections bins are located at the office 

entrance and in the Main Church coat 

room. Thank you for your generosity! 

Mark your calendars now for talks in the Rediscover: 

Faith 2014 Speakers Series. Total attendance topped 

15,000 for the 2013 series. Make sure you are among 

those to participate in the all new talks this year!  
 

Rediscover: why pray and Rediscover: how to pray are 

two inspiring talks that highlight the beauty of prayer and 

offer insight on how to pray, gathered from two-thousand 

years of Church experience. Discover how your life can 

change and grow in new and powerful ways by building a 

personal friendship with Jesus Christ. The two talks are 

offered on consecutive weeks at each location:  
 

February 3 & 10 – Holy Name of Jesus, Wayzata 

February 4 & 11 – St. John Neumann, Eagan 

February 24 & March 3 – Our Lady of Grace, Edina 

February 25 & March 4 – St. John the Baptist, 

New Brighton 
 

All Rediscover: Faith 2014 Speakers Series talks begin at 

7 p.m. and run 90 minutes, including hospitality time. 

Details at Rediscover-faith.org, under “events.” 

Rediscover: Faith 2014 

Speakers Series 

Cana Dinner—A Celebration 

of Marriage 

Our fourth annual Cana Dinner will be held on Saturday, 

February 8, beginning with 5 p.m. Mass. An elegant 

evening is planned to celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage 

and all people—married or not—are invited to attend. The 

cost is $25 per attendee which includes dinner, two drink 

tickets, and entertainment. Reservations and payment will 

be taken after Masses this weekend in the Gathering 

Space. Remember to invite your family and friends! 

 

If you plan to attend, you are encouraged to bring along a 

photo or another small piece of memorabilia from your 

wedding to place at your table. We hope you will share it, 

as well as a few wedding stories, with others! 

 
We are also looking for a volunteer who has some talent 
at photography and would be willing to take a few photos 
of the evening, as well as individual photos for those 
attending the dinner. Please contact Gail Barta at 651-454-
9552 if you are interested in offering your talent that 
evening. 

Don’t Forget to Turn in Your 

Commitment Card 

We’re still in the midst of our annual Stewardship 

Renewal. If you haven’t returned your Commitment Card, 

you still can mail it to the parish. You’ll soon receive an 

extra card in the mail. Returning your card is an important 

part of being an active member of St. Peter’s. Please take 

this opportunity to express your support for our parish 

with your time, talent, and treasure! 

Follow and Like us! 
 

We have an active Facebook account and Twitter 
feed, so please check them out to see what is 
happening in the parish and also to get some great 
Catholic resources. Our Facebook page can be 
found at facebook.com/stpetersmendota and our 
Twitter handle is @StPetersMendota.  
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Monday, February 3 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 6 pm St. Paul Civic Symphony, Heritage Center 
 

Tuesday, February 4 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

  Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 

 After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm 

 9:45 am Women’s Bible Study, Ravoux Room 

 11 am Lilydale Senior Living Holy Communion 

 11:30 am Rediscover Book Club, 

  Conference Room II 

 6:30 pm First Communion Parent/Child Session 
 

Wednesday, February 5 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Conf. Room I 

 4:30 pm Grades 1, 3-5 Classes 

 6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Conference Room I 

 6:30 pm Grades 1, 3-8 Classes 
 

Thursday, February 6 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 10 am Faithfully Fit Forever, Ravoux Room 

 6:30 pm Mass, Historic Church 

 6:45 pm Rediscover Book Club 1, Family Room 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Teen Al-Anon, Room 6 
 

Friday, February 7 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, February 8 

 9 and 10:30 am 

   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 6 pm Cana Dinner, Heritage Center 
 

Sunday, February 9—Fifth Sunday 

in Ordinary Time 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Liturgy of the Word for Children 

 9 am Sunday School 

 10 am Rediscover Book Club, Conf. Room II/ 

   Ravoux Room 

 6:30 pm Youth Group 

The Week of February 3 Parish Pastoral Council 

Kelly Garrett, Chair .............................. 651-340-8963 

Sarah Larsen, Vice Chair ...................... 612-384-1474 

Alice Sheeler, Secretary ........................ 651-457-8119 

Mary Pat Ferraro ................................... 651-454-1091 

Ann Hoey .............................................. 651-994-7870 

Yvonne Houle-Gillard .......................... 651-452-5316 

Lance Miller .......................................... 952-432-6957 

Nancy Stanton ....................................... 651-686-9009 

Joseph Towle ........................................ 651-683-9250 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Voice Mailbox:  

651-905-4309 

Parish Pastoral Council Email: 

ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 
 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio .......................................... 651-452-3587 

Helen Wilkie ......................................... 651-365-1334 

Readings for the 

Week of February 2 

Sunday: Mal 3:1-4/Heb 2:14-18/Lk 2:22-40 

Monday: 2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13/Mk 5:1-

20 

Tuesday: 2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30--19:3/

Mk 5:21-43 

Wednesday: 2 Sm 24:2, 9-17/Mk 6:1-6 

Thursday: 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12/Mk 6:7-13 

Friday: Sir 47:2-11/Mk 6:14-29 

Saturday: 1 Kgs 3:4-13/Mk 6:30-34 

Next Sunday: Is 58:7-10/1 Cor 2:1-5/Mt 5:13-16 
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Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered 
by the priest at Mass:  
 Monday, February 3 - Mary & Tom O’Neill 

 Tuesday, February 4 - Marge Ecker 

 Wednesday, February 5 - †Marie Brinckmann 

 Thursday, February 6 - †Eleanor O’Neill 

 Friday, February 7 - †Robert LeMay 

 Saturday, February 8 - †Bob O’Neill 

 Sunday, February 9 

9 a.m. - †Mary Chapdelaine 

11 a.m. - Mass For the People 
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Retreat Opportunity for Women 

Come join other women from St. Peter’s for a Women’s 

Retreat the weekend of February 28-March 2, 2014 at the 

Christ the King Retreat Center in Buffalo, Minnesota. It’s 

a great way to grow in your relationship with God, and a 

fantastic way to begin the Lenten Season. The retreat 

begins on Friday, February 28, at 7 p.m. and concludes on 

Sunday, March 2, at 12:45 p.m. The retreat will be 

conducted by the staff at Christ the King Retreat Center. 

The theme of the retreat is: “Blessed are the 

Peacemakers!” 

 

Full details about the retreat and online registration are at 

www.kingshouse.com. Please call parishioners Paula 

Kraus (651) 454-6757 or Trish Reimann (651) 456-0077 

if you have any questions. 

 

Hope to see you there! 

Archdiocesan Lenten 

Women’s Retreat 

Saturday, March 8, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Check-in and continental breakfast begin at 8 a.m. 

St. Peter Catholic Church, North Saint Paul 
Cost is $15/person. 

Women of all ages are invited to attend the Archdiocesan 

Lenten Women’s Retreat. Join in the spirit of Lent as we 

explore “The Lost Art of Feminity” by Rev. Francis J. 

Hoffman, “Fr. Rocky,” Executive Director of Relevant 

Radio. 

 

Register online at www.archspm.org. For additional 
information, call 651-291-4489. 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 
  

Matthew 26:40-41—Jesus said to Peter: 

“Could you not watch with me one hour? 

Watch and pray.” 

  
For more information 

please contact 

Jane Vasiliou at 651-454-5292 

or jvasiliou@comcast.net. 

Welcome, New Parishioners! 

The Church of St. Peter would like to extend a warm 

welcome to our newly registered parishioners: 
 

Keith and Cecilia 
Bentler 

Lloyd and Jo Cizek 
Matthew and Katrina 
Hemauer and family  
Henry Kinane and 

Julia Lerner 
Patricia Passeri  
Kurt and Jane 
Williamson  

 

We are excited to have you join our faith community!  

 

 

First Thursday Weekday Mass 

A weekday evening Mass is celebrated in the Historic 

Church on the first Thursday of every month. Join us in 

the Historic Church on February 6, from 6:30-7 p.m. 

Saturday, February 8 

10 a.m. to Noon  

St. John the Baptist 

835 2nd Avenue NW, New Brighton 
 

Mass celebrated by Bishop Lee Anthony Piché 

Special prayer and blessing with water from Lourdes 

and a reception will follow Mass. 

 

The World Day of the Sick is a reminder for all of us to 

pray for those who are sick, to recognize and honor those 

who serve as caregivers. 

 

Email curatioevent@gmail.com, call 763-786-4945, or 

visit curatioapostolate.com for more information. St. John 

the Baptist is handicapped accessible.  

World Day of the Sick 

Women’s Retreat at St. 

Joseph's in West St. Paul 

God has a Unique and Exciting plan for each of us, but 

how do we uncover that plan? Come to “In His Spirit” 

Women’s Retreat February 21-22 at the Church of St. 

Joseph in West St. Paul to find out! Fr. Cory Rohlfing of 

St. Jude of the Lakes will be guiding this retreat. The 

retreat will run on Friday, February 21, 5-10 p.m. and 

Saturday, February 22, 7:30 a.m.-9 p.m. Cost is $75. 

Registration forms are available on their website: 

www.churchofstjoseph.org. 



Lee Education Center
One-to-One Tutoring

All Areas, All Ages,

Rd/MA/ACT/SAT Specialists

www.learnatlee.com

Mendota Heights 651-683-9397

971 Sibley Memorial Hwy.
Direct: (651) 224-4050

pdonohue@mnhomes.com

Specialists

25 Years  

of Service

EAGAN 
1360 Duckwood Drive 

Eagan, MN 55123

(651) 687-0111

DWIGHT RABUSE 
ATTORNEY 

Rabuse Law Firm, P.A.

612.843.3333

Rabuselaw.com

White Funeral Homes
 Burnsville & Apple Valley

952-894-5080

www.whitefuneralhomes.com

John White, Parishioner

E-Mail: jtallman@4LPi.com
for more information

 Like a good neighbor,  

 State Farm is there.®

 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

 Steven J. Stremski, Agent

 

   
  www.stevestremski.com

 Purple, Gold and You!

 Cretin-Derham Hall

 St. Paul, MN 55116
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 “It is not about the deal  

it is about the relationship.”
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“Risk factors such as age, blood 

pressure, cholesterol level and blood 

sugar do not reflect the actual condition 

of the arteries or heart; thus, these risk 

factors are not sensitive predictors 

of disease. Newer methods are now 

available to identify abnormalities in 

the pre-clinical stage, long before they 

become symptomatic.” 

Call us at (612) 672-7422 to find out more.

for

A P C

D J. B
--

A non-profit perpetual care cemetery 

serving all faiths since 1925.

BILL RASCHER 

MECHANICAL
Plumbing Heating Cooling

Residential & Commercial 
Remodeling - New Construction - Repairs

651-450-6622
www.BillRascherMech.com

Doran-King

Home Care 
Solutions

“The Shining Star in Home Care”

763-231-9000

Call Steve Commers 
for Courteous and Professional Service 

SteveCommers@edinarealty.com

                  651-554-3131

 
Auto, Home, Business, 

 & Life Insurance

David P. Kelliher 
Owner/Agent

kelliherins@gmail.com

Of ce 651-451-1325

SHOULDN’T YOUR 
AD BE HERE?

For information on advertising,

please call our church representative

DAVE NOMMENSEN at 1800-950-9952 

ext. 2465

Email: dnommensen@4LPi.com

www.SeekandFind.com

Your Friendly
Neighborhood
Meeting Place

Breakfast & Bloody Bar
Weekends starting at 10:30am

857 Hwy 13, Lilydale

  Cleaners

Heritage Center
Is Available For

Meetings & Parties
Rental Discount For

St. Peter’s Parishioners

Call Mary Jubenville
At The Parish Of"ce

651-452-4550
For Information & Reservations

Max Steininger Inc.
Excavation, Demolition, Earth Retention

Serving Commercial, Municipal, & Industrial Customers 

Since 1968

(651) 454-6620

(612) 339-7461

NIKOLAI & MERSEREAU, P.A.

Klecatsky & Sons 

West Funeral Home

www.klecatskys.com
651-454-9488

West St. Paul and Eagan

     FOR NFO C 1-800-678-4574  WWW.4LPi.COM             ST. PETER, MENDOTA
 

Ken Pace - Bob Pace

1247 So. Robert Street

West St. Paul, MN 55118

Sinclair

We specialize in professional 
bumper to bumper auto care 
& repairs on foreign and 
domestic cars & trucks.

   651-452-1311

 

380 W. 7th St. 

St. Paul 

bonfesauto.com

 
CAR CARE BY PEOPLE WHO CARE

COMPLETE MECHANICAL REPAIRS

 

 

651-222-4458

print | solutions
Specializing in B2B & Nonprofit Printing & Mailing

Dave Cavallaro  
www.printsolutionsmn.com

 

    24/7
Shop


