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From the Pastor’s Desk 
Supreme Pastor, Our Lord Jesus Christ, and implore 

his holy Mother Mary, so that she may assist the 

Cardinal Fathers with her maternal solicitude, in 

electing a new Supreme Pontiff. With regard to 

myself, I wish to also devotedly serve the Holy 

Church of God in the future through a life dedicated 

to prayer. 
 

Since no one seems to know quite how to react to this 

news, reporters have spent days revealing to us “how this 

will affect Minnesotans.” Although you don’t need me to 

expound on my feelings, I do want to say that I give 

thanks to God for the pontificate of Pope Benedict, and 

for the great humility he has shown in stepping down 

from the Chair of St. Peter. Not quite 86 years old, he 

perceived his own flagging strength was no longer 

adequate for leading the Church and decided to act boldly 

and do what had not been done since the last papal 

resignation almost 600 years ago. I believe Pope Benedict 

is forging a modern-day process his successors will have 

available to them to spare them the enormous weight of 

the ministry of St. Peter for the rest of their lives. Perhaps 

resignation will not be chosen frequently in the future, but 

Pope Benedict’s precedent makes it clear that popes of 

our era can actually do what Church law has long held 

possible. 
 

I imagine there will be many reflections on all that the 

gentle and holy man we have come to know as Pope 

Benedict has given the Church and the world. We can 

enjoy these memories without yet having to mourn him, 

and when his successor is elected we will know that the 

retired pope (will we again refer to him as Cardinal 

Ratzinger?) will be praying for the whole Church. He 

intends to move into rooms in a monastery of cloistered 

nuns within Vatican City, where, as he announced, he will 

live “a life dedicated to prayer.” 
 

The last phase of Pope Benedict’s life will begin at 8:00 

PM Rome time on Thursday, February 28, when, as he 

put it, “the See of Rome, the See of St. Peter will be 

vacant.” It will be the beginning of a period called the 

Sede Vacante, or “vacant see.” The term conveys the idea 

of an empty chair. Almost all officials of the Roman 

Curia (the machinery that runs the Vatican) will lose their 

offices at that moment. On a date that as of this writing 

hasn’t been revealed, the conclave will begin. The current 

rules call for a conclave to be delayed until 15 to 20 days 

after the Sede Vacante begins, but that could be waived 

by Pope Benedict while he is still pope so that the Church 

will not be without a pope for very long. At any rate, the 

117 cardinals who are under the age of 80 will enter the 

conclave and amid much prayer will elect a new Supreme 

Pontiff, most likely in only a few days. Let us all pray for 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

O n Monday I was awakened long before the sun came 

up by a phone call from a friend who had seen on the 

news that Pope Benedict had read a letter announcing his 

resignation. I guessed it might have been the imagination 

of some reporter and went back to sleep. But when I 

awakened in the morning I felt certain that the phone call 

had been accurate. I sat up and prayed for a little bit 

before letting my feet hit the floor, and felt convinced that 

everything was going to be just fine. A long perusal of 

various websites confirmed the news. For the first time 

since 1415, a pope had resigned. 

 

On Monday, February 11, Pope Benedict assembled the 

cardinals who were in Rome for a consistory at which he 

announced the canonizations of Antonio Primaldo and 

Companions, Laura di Santa Caterina da Siena Montoya y 

Upegui, and Maria Guadalupe Garcia Zavala. They will 

be canonized on May 12. Then he announced something 

else: 

Dear Brothers,  

I have convoked you to this Consistory, not only for 

the three canonizations, but also to communicate to 

you a decision of great importance for the life of the 

Church. After having repeatedly examined my 

conscience before God, I have come to the certainty 

that my strengths, due to an advanced age, are no 

longer suited to an adequate exercise of the Petrine 

ministry. I am well aware that this ministry, due to its 

essential spiritual nature, must be carried out not only 

with words and deeds, but no less with prayer and 

suffering. However, in today’s world, subject to so 

many rapid changes and shaken by questions of deep 

relevance for the life of faith, in order to govern the 

bark of Saint Peter and proclaim the Gospel, both 

strength of mind and body are necessary, strength 

which in the last few months, has deteriorated in me 

to the extent that I have had to recognize my 

incapacity to adequately fulfill the ministry entrusted 

to me. For this reason, and well aware of the 

seriousness of this act, with full freedom I declare that 

I renounce the ministry of Bishop of Rome, Successor 

of Saint Peter, entrusted to me by the Cardinals on 19 

April 2005, in such a way, that as from 28 February 

2013, at 20:00 hours, the See of Rome, the See of 

Saint Peter, will be vacant and a Conclave to elect the 

new Supreme Pontiff will have to be convoked by 

those whose competence it is. 

  

Dear Brothers, I thank you most sincerely for all the 

love and work with which you have supported me in 

my ministry and I ask pardon for all my defects. And 

now, let us entrust the Holy Church to the care of Our  
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Pastoral Ministry 

Caring Hearts for the Homeless Supply Drive 
 

Just a friendly reminder to please donate to the Caring 

Hearts Supply Drive for Homeless People… We need 

your help! 

 

N o n - p r e s c r i p t i o n 

medications, hygiene 

supplies and cotton 

socks are just a few 

items that will be collected for the homeless. Supplies 

must be dropped off  in the Coat Room by Sunday, 

February 24. Please see the shopping lists on the counter 

in the Gathering Space for a complete shopping list and 

drop-off location or call Lisa Amos at 651-905-4304. 

 

Monetary donations are especially welcome. Please make 

checks payable to the “HealthEast Foundation Homeless 

Project.” 

 

We want to especially thank the children and their 

families participating in the drive through our Religious 

Education programs. 
 

Thank you for giving from your heart! 

 

An Interdenominational Coalition 
of South Suburban Churches 

presents the first 
in a four-week series: 

 
Growing Through Loss 

 

Brenda DeMott, MSW, LICSW 
Founder and Director 

Professional Counseling and Grief Services, 
Apple Valley 

Brenda will speak on 
“Uncommon Sense About Change, 

Loss & Grief.” 
 

Tuesday, February 26 
Church of St. Peter, Mendota 

Registration, 6:30 p.m.; 
Speaker, 7:00 p.m.; 

Support Groups (facilitated by trained leaders), 
8 p.m. Donation per session: $3 

 

For additional information call 952-890-0045 or 
email growingthroughloss@gmail.com..  

Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation (RE/FF) 

Kids’ Change for Kids 
The children of St. Peter’s have adopted a child from 

Uganda. All children are asked to bring in money that 

they have earned and place it in one of the cans marked 

KIDS' CHANGE FOR KIDS. The cans are in every 

classroom. Please talk to your child about the importance 

of helping those less fortunate—it will make a difference 

in their lives. Thank you! 

Random Acts of Kindness 

The Random Acts of Kindness cross is in the 

Gathering Space by the elevator. Each time you perform a 

random act of kindness—an act you perform because of a 

“desire to connect, to lend a helping hand and/or to extend 

ourselves out into the world”—please put a tissue paper 

flower into the cross. By Easter we will have a blooming 

cross of kindness! 

Lenten Alms 

This year alms collected 

at St. Peter’s throughout 

Lent will be donated to 

the Pour Yourself Out 

fund drive for the Eagan & Lakeville Resources Center. 

This organization, deeply rooted in the Gospel, serves 

families in Dakota County with dignity and respect. They 

provide healthy, fresh food support to over 1,000 of our 

neighbors each month. For every $1 you contribute, they 

can provide $10 in food for one of your neighbors, co-

workers or friends. If you have questions regarding the 

hunger ministry they provide, please contact Lisa Amos at 

651-905-4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org.  

St. Peter’s Group Trip— 

American Swedish Institute 

Join us for another fun trip on Wednesday, March 13. We 

will be going to the American Swedish Institute in 

Minneapolis for a tour and lunch. The bus will depart 

after the 9:00 weekday Mass and return at approximately 

1:30 p.m. We will have a private guided tour before the 

museum opens, plenty of time for exploration on our own 

and shopping in their amazing gift shop, then enjoy a 

catered lunch in a private room. The cost of the trip is 

$35/person or $60/couple. Registration is required before 

March 5. For further information, please contact Lisa 

Amos at 651-905-4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 
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Annual Giving 
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Weekly Contribution Summary 
 

Budget for the period 2/4/13-2/10/13 .................... $12,765 

Actual for the period 2/4/13-2/10/13 ..................... $12,993 

Year-to-Date Budget ............................................ $562,990 

Year-to-Date Actual............................................. $548,758 

Parishioners and friends are 
welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 

 

Matthew 26:40-41—Jesus said to Peter: 
“Could you not watch with me one hour? 

Watch and pray.” 
 

For more information 
please contact Jane Vasiliou at 651-454-5292 or 

jvasiliou@comcast.net. 

Eucharistic Adoration 

2013 Catholic Services Appeal 

We would like to express our gratitude to 

those of you who have made a gift to the 

2013 Catholic Services Appeal. If you have 

not already contributed, please join your 

fellow parishioners in making your pledge/

gift today. Additional pledge envelopes can be found on 

the information counter and the parish office. 

OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

God’s gifts and blessings.  

 
OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and heritage, 

where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 

generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 

  

 
Fridays, February, 22 
March 1, 8, 15, 22 

7-7:35 p.m.  
Main Church 

Opportunities for Spiritual  

Formation 

St. Peter’s pastoral ministry is very pleased to be able to 

offer you two terrific opportunities to grow in faith this 

Lent.  Both talks will feature Dr. Jacquelyne M. Witter, a 

much sought after speaker on matters of spirituality and 

faith. She is a retreat leader, presenter, facilitator, and 

spiritual director. She has presented at parish, regional, 

diocesan and national retreats and conferences and 

teaches at the undergraduate and graduate levels at the 

University of St. Thomas in St. Paul and St. John’s 

University in Collegeville. To register for either—or 

both—of these exciting presentations or for further 

information, please contact Lisa Amos at 651-905-4304 

or lamos@stpetersmendota.org. Both events are to be 

held in Heritage Center.   

 

Growing in Grace and Wisdom: 
The Spirituality of Aging 
February 27, 10 a.m.-Noon 

$15/person or $12/person for groups of 4 or more 
 

‘Getting old is not for the faint-hearted,’ but growing 

older can be a profound source of grace as one lives into 

becoming and being an elder. We will explore the 

changes, challenges and choices of aging that invite 

elders to recognize and receive the grace and blessings of 

this significant part of the journey of life. 

 

From Good to Great: The Grace 
of Ordinary Holiness 
March 10, 4-6 p.m. 

$12/person before March 8, $15/person at the door 
 

Do you know anyone who is holy? Do you think it’s 

possible or desirable for real people in real life? One 

person answered this question by saying, “I think I can be 

good, but I doubt I will ever be holy—that’s for special 

people who don’t have to deal with all the things I do.”  

But Christ calls each of us to holiness, regardless of the 

circumstances of our life. And Christ gives each of us the 

grace to be holy! Holiness leads to happiness as we 

become the people Christ created us to be. Come and see 

what that means—for real people leading real lives. 
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Monday, February 18—Presidents’ Day 
Parish Office Closed 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 6 pm St. Paul Civic Symphony Practice, 
   Heritage Center 
 

Tuesday, February 19 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
  Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 
 After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm 
 9:45 am Women’s Bible Study, Ravoux Room 
 11 am-12 �oon 
  Mobile Meals 
 

Wednesday, February 20 
 9 am Mass, Main Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Conference Room I 
 9:45 am Pastoral Visitation Meeting, 
   Conference Room II 
 12:30 pm A Community Caring for Life Meeting, 
   Conference Room I 
 4:30 pm Grades 1-5 Classes 
 6:30 pm Grades 1-8 Classes 
 7 pm Choir, Conference Room I 
 

Thursday, February 21 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 7 pm Al-Anon Meeting, Room 7 
 7 pm Teen Al-Anon Meeting, Room 6 
 7 pm Bible Study, Family Room 
 7 pm Finance Council Meeting, 
   Conference Room III 
 7 pm Rediscover Book Club, 
   Community Room 
 

Friday, February 22 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 5-7 pm Lenten Fish Dinner, Heritage Center 
 7-7:35 pm Stations of the Cross, Main Church 
 

Saturday, February 23 
 9 and 10:30 am 
   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 
 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 
 11 am-1 pm 
   Family Potluck, Heritage Center 
 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 After Mass: 
   Faithful Shepherd Raffle Table 
 

Sunday, February 24—Second Sunday of Lent 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 
   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am Liturgy of the Word for Children 
 9 am Sunday School 
 10 am Confirmation Class 
 After Masses: 
   Faithful Shepherd Raffle Table 
 6:30 pm Youth Group 

The Next Week 

The following are the intentions remembered 

by the priest at Mass:  

 Monday, February 18 - †Kevin Berry 

 Tuesday, February 19 - Choice of the Priest 

 Wednesday, February 20 - †Wendy LeClaire 

 Thursday, February 21 - †Lucille Zimmerman 

 Friday, February 22 - †Jim Murray 

 Saturday, February 23 - †Jeffrey Weiss 

 Sunday, February 24 - 9 a.m. - †Helen Pilaczynski 

  11 a.m. - Mass For the People 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Paul Boller, Chair ................................. 651-994-8566 
Alice Sheeler, Secretary ........................ 651-457-8119 
Joanne Rocco Carter, Vice Chair .......... 651-454-7853 
David Doty............................................ 651-330-2129 
Mary Pat Ferraro ................................... 651-454-1091 
Kelly Garrett ......................................... 651-340-8963 
Ann Hoey .............................................. 651-994-7870 
Yvonne Houle-Gillard .......................... 651-452-5316 
Sarah Larsen ......................................... 612-384-1474 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Voice Mailbox: 

651-905-4309 

Parish Pastoral Council Email: 

ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 
 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio.......................................... 651-452-3587 

Helen Wilkie ......................................... 651-365-1334 

Mass Intentions 

 

Sunday: Dt 26:4-10/Rom 10:8-13/Lk 4:1-13 

Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Mt 25:31-46 

Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/Mt 6:7-15 

Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Lk 11:29-32 

Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Mt 7:7-12 

Friday: 1 Pt 5:1-4/Mt 16:13-19 

Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Mt 5:43-48 

*ext Sunday: Gn 15:5-12, 17-18/Phil 3:17--4:1 or 

3:20--4:1/Lk 9:28b-36 
 

©Liturgical Publications Inc. 

Readings for the 

Week of February 17 
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FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651-406-4747, www.fscsmn.org 

The 2013 Archdiocesan Men’s Conference will be held 
on Saturday, March 16, at the Anderson Field House at 
the University of St. Thomas, St. Paul Campus. 
Archbishop John Nienstedt will welcome participants 
during this Year of Faith. Glenn Caruso, Coach of the 
University of St. Thomas football team, will be a featured 
speaker. Registration: www.archspm.org or call 651-291-
4488. 

Men’s Conference 

Faithfully Fit Forever (FFF) 

Our body, mind, spirit fitness class for older adults meets 

Tuesday afternoons from 1-2 p.m. in the Ravoux Room.  

Our experienced, professional instructors will guide you 

through educational, spiritual, and physical activities 

designed for whole wellness. This class is perfect for 

those with mobility and balance issues. The class is free 

of charge and no registration is required. Join anytime!  

Please wear comfortable clothing, bring water, and free 

weights if you have them. A limited number of weights 

are available at class. Cards with class dates are available 

on the counter at the information center in the Gathering 

Space. We hope to see you there! For further information, 

please contact Lisa Amos at 651-905-4304 or 

lamos@stpetersmendota.org.  

Women’s Lenten Retreat 

Saturday, February 23, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Join in the spirit of Lent as we explore Faith in the New 

Evangelization with a morning prayer, sacraments, 

reflection and a dynamic presentation by Archbishop 

Emeritus Harry Flynn. Women of all ages are welcome. 

Continental breakfast and registration from 8-9 a.m., 

retreat will begin promptly at 9 a.m. and will conclude 

after Mass by 12:30 p.m. 

Cost: $10 

Holy Spirit Catholic Church 

515 Albert Street South, St. Paul 

Register online by February 20 at www.archspm.org. Call 

651-291-4489 for more information. Walk-ins welcome. 
 

~sponsored by the Office of Marriage, Family and Life 

Join fellow Catholics for one or all of these insightful 

talks—and bring a friend or family member with you! 

Engaging speakers will use multi-media to help unpack 

the big ideas central to our Catholic faith and, most 

important, show us how those ideas lead to a deeper, 

more meaningful connection with God in our lives. 

 

All talks are free of charge and all begin at 7 p.m. Each 

talk runs 90 minutes and is followed by hospitality time. 

Talks in Spanish are also offered, please see http://

rediscover.archspm.org/redescubre/ for details.  

 

Rediscover: belonging  
Living in Communion with God 
Presented by Father Michael Keating 

Monday, February 18, New Brighton: Saint John the 

Baptist, 835 2nd Avenue NW  

 

Tuesday, February 19, Eagan: Saint John Neumann, 

4030 Pilot Knob Road  
 

Thursday, February 21, Edina: Our Lady of Grace, 

5071 Eden Avenue  

The parish office will be 
closed on Monday, February 
18, in observance of the 
Presidents’ Day holiday. 

The third quarterly meeting of the Saint Paul Deaneries 

Council of Catholic Women will be held at Holy 

Childhood Church, 1435 Midway Parkway, St. Paul 

beginning at 8:30 a.m. with registration and a business 

meeting followed by a morning of reflection. Sharon 

Horgan’s presentation “Friendship of Women” will help 

us to explore the Spiritual Dimensions of the Friendships 

of Women—a perfect part of your Lent. Lunch will be 

served following Mass. Cost for the day is $12. If you 

plan on attending, RSVP by Monday, February 18, by 

calling 651-261-2534 or 651-771-9976. All women of the 

parish are invited to attend this program—invite a friend. 

Council of Catholic Women 

Third Quarter Deanery Meeting 
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White Funeral Homes
Burnsville & Apple Valley
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www.whitefuneralhomes.com

John White, Parishioner
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Della Miller, CPA
Parishioner
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Chris Berg 
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24 Hour Service
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380 W. 7th St. 

St. Paul 
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Breakfast & Bloody Bar
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ELECTRIC
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C  & 
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457-2909
Drive-thru window

Heritage Center
Is Available For

Meetings & Parties
Rental Discount For

St. Peter’s Parishioners

Call Mary Jubenville
At The Parish Of"ce

651-452-4550
For Information & Reservations

 

    24/7
Shop

JOIN US FOR 
SUNDAY BRUNCH 
SERVED FROM 10-2

651-686-4840

1318 SIBLEY MEMORIAL HWY., MENDOTA, MN 55150

Max Steininger Inc.
Excavation, Demolition, Earth Retention

Serving Commercial, Municipal, & Industrial Customers 

Since 1968

(651) 454-6620

Jim Nikolai - Parishioner

900 2nd Ave. S., Suite 820, Minneapolis

Klecatsky & Sons 

West Funeral Home

                  FOR NFO C 1-800-678-4574  WWW.4LPi.COM             ST. PETER, MENDOTA
 

EAGAN
1360 Duckwood Drive

Eagan, MN 55123

(651) 687-0111

Ken Pace - Bob Pace

1247 So. Robert Street

West St. Paul, MN 55118

inclair

  

 

 

 Like a good neighbor,  

 State Farm is there.®

 ®

 Agent

 

   
  www.stevestremski.com

www.rabuselaw.com

Join Us
Saturday & Sunday for 

Breakfast from  
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

print | solutions

952-469-5933

A P C

D J. B
--

A non-profit perpetual care cemetery 

serving all faiths since 1925.
Direct: (651) 224-4050

pdonohue@mnhomes.com

 

Doran-King



  St. Peter’s Annual Lenten St. Peter’s Annual Lenten   

F i s h  D i n n e rF i s h  D i n n e r   
          Friday, February 22 
 
      5 to 7 p.m. 
 
    Heritage Center 
 
 Menu 
 Beer Battered Icelandic Cod Filets             
 Cheesy Potatoes 
Coleslaw 
Rolls 
Assorted Desserts 

 
 Cost   
  Adult (Age 13 and up) — $8  
   Child (Age 5 to 12) — $5 
    Ages 4 & under — FREE 
 
      
           Join us for Stations of the Cross following dinner at 7 p.m.! 

Bring your friends 

and family for great 

company and a 

simple but tasty 

Lenten meal!  

 



ST. PETER’S 

Family Party 
 

 
 

Come meet your fellow parishioner with young children! 
 

Who: St. Peter’s families with young children 

What: Potluck Lunch/Play-date 
* Bring a kid-friendly food item to share     

and your own beverages.   

* Hotdogs and paper goods will be provided.  

When: Saturday, February 23, 2013  

  11:00 AM-1:00 PM     

Where: St. Peter’s Church, Heritage Center                                            
 

                            

 

Several bins of toys will be provided for the kids! 
 

RSVP and Questions - Call Paula (651) 454-6757 

p.kraus@comcast.net 

 


