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Church of St. Peter

From the Pastor’s Desk

7 wish you a blessed Christmas! Today is the Feast of
the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, which is the
Sunday between Christmas and the Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God. On this day every year (it is observed on
December 30 even if no Sunday falls between those two
great feasts) we pause in the midst of the Season of
Christmas to consider the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary,
and Joseph. We ask for the prayers of Our Lady and St.
Joseph, and we ask the blessing of Jesus.

I want to share a few thoughts about the best-known
Christmas Mass time. Do you remember when there was
no such thing as a Mass that began after 12:00 noon in
any Catholic church in the world? Since everyone had to
fast from midnight until he or she received Holy
Communion, it was Church law that Masses could only
be celebrated in the morning. The Communion fast was
reduced to three hours and then to one hour in the 1960s,
and sometime between 1968 and 1970 the first regular
evening Masses on Saturday appeared in the calendars of
our parishes. Before 1969, there could be no “anticipated”
Mass. | firmly believe that the tradition of “Midnight
Mass” for Christmas sprang up because people wanted to
begin the Christmas Mass as early as possible on
Christmas Day, but were absolutely prevented from
beginning it before the clock struck twelve. Since it
always began at 12:00, people called that particular
liturgy “Midnight Mass.” Now that it’s no longer
necessary to wait until 12:00 to begin it, we have the
amusing situation of people calling to ask, “When is
Midnight Mass?”” and hearing the answer, “Ten o’clock.”
But the truth is that the Church officially calls the first
Mass of Christmas the Missa in Nocte, or “Mass at
Night.”

As this issue of the bulletin will be distributed on both
Holy Family Sunday and Epiphany, which takes us over
the bridge between the old calendar year and the new, it
seems natural to consider the idea of time. This is a time
of year for weighing whether we use time well or poorly,
and a time for resolving to make whatever changes we
deem necessary to follow Christ more closely. It’s fitting,
then, that our change of the calendar year comes in the
season of the Lord’s birth, on the octave day of
Christmas, January 1.

I once read an article that has me contemplating the
uniqueness of the Christian understanding of time. These
days a person is often considered a deep thinker if he or
she believes the universe is full of great cycles. Some
people see patterns in events, and this can seem
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intriguing. The fact is almost all people once saw time as
occurring in cycles. This is probably because patterns are
present everywhere in our physical world: the coming of
night and day, the waxing and waning of the moon, the
circuit of the stars, the progression of the seasons — things
as different as the human body and eclipses of the sun and
moon all have discernible patterns. No wonder people
began to think that was the way time was: cyclic. Almost
all peoples and belief systems saw events as recurring,
and today, that belief might seem fresh and new when in
fact, it is quite old. It was replaced by a different
understanding, a Judeo-Christian understanding: time is
linear.

It’s appropriate for us to consider these things at
Christmastime because of what we are commemorating.
God made himself known to his people at a moment in
time. He made covenants with them, and he promised
them that they would be his own people. He sent them his
prophets, who told the people that a savior was coming.
And at a particular moment in time, God sent his angel to
a virgin of Nazareth named Mary to announce that she
would become the mother of the Redeemer. At the
moment of her consent, the Son of God was conceived in
her womb and that unborn child was both God and man.
The fact of the Incarnation became visible to the world in
the birth of Jesus at Bethlehem, as the promised Savior
was born in time. The birth of Christ was a singular event,
never to be repeated. The sacrifice that Jesus made at
Calvary when he hung upon the Cross was once for all.
His resurrection from the dead made it possible for us to
have eternal life. These events mark God’s definitive
intervention in human history. We can be filled with
wonder at this fact! God did not remain at a distance from
the people he so loved; he came among us as one of us.

Let’s never take for granted this earthly life of ours. After
all, it was in this life, at a moment in human history, that
God intervened to make us his own sons and daughters! |
am thankful that as Christians we do not look at the
universe as an endlessly repeating set of cycles. We are in
a progression, moving ever closer to eternal life with God.
May he bless you and fill you with grace in the New
Year.

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin

Stewardship Renewal Kick Off

January 5 and 6 we kick off our parish Stewardship
Renewal. Soon you will receive a packet of materials in
the mail. They explain what stewardship means at St.
Peter’s. Over the next few weeks, please pray about your
role in our parish. At all Masses on January 19 and 20,
each parish family is asked to make commitments of time,
talent and treasure.
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Thank you to all those who donated money towards our Christmas flowers in memory or honor of a
loved one. Your generosity has helped make the church a beautiful space to worship.

Donation for Flowers

By Jerry Schviltgen
In Memory of Geravd Abbott Zuccaro

By Auwgust and Joouwnn Zuccoro

In Memory of Arthwr Becker,
Gertrude Becker, Lowy Burng, and
Richard J. Weinzettel

By Lowrita Weinzettel

In Memory of Daaid Berndt; Julia Gonko,

and Martin LaBerge
By Mike & Teri Berno
In Memory of Deacon Geroald BU

Anonymous D

In Memory of Mel DeBBlavw-
By Alice DeBla
In Memory of Duck Goworski
Brother Michael Gawor,
By Wynona Goworski
In Memory of Don Giblin
By Mawreen Giblin
In Memory of Don Gilefer
By Betty Glefer
In Memory of Josepiv Grundmayer
By Jerome & VU Grundmayer
In Memory of Donid and Agnes Heffron
and Lloyd and Katherine Peterson
By Donvid and Pot Peterson

Sincere Sympathy

St. Peter’'s Parish extends its sympathy to the

INCHRIST family and friends of Patrick O’Connell

t’l\'& ;_:{:_1 and Al Markun. We invite all to join us in

FOREVER praying that God may make them sharers
in eternal salvation.

In Memory of Mike Huglhes, Walter Huglhes,
and Erte Romosz
By Jolw and Pat Kemper
lnv Memory of Norbert and Grace Kemper
By Jolhwn and Pot Kemper
In Memory of Dick Kirch
By LowAnn Kirch
In Memory of James and Delores Lorsen
By Kristine Larsen-Kelly
In Memory of Malerich & Sullivan
Family Members
By Tony & Marge Malerichv
Memory of Wl Oster
‘ By Maryonna Oster
of George and Scott Rabuse
Dwight and Sandy Rabuse

In Memory of Botr Wilivelimy
By Joon Wilhelmy
In Memory of Dowid and Helen Gwost and
Andrew and Cecelia Yowrczek
By Joe and Borb Yowrczek
In Memory of Alfred Zimmerman
By Maridyn Hays

Save the Date!

Sunday, January 20

The Council of Catholic Women will be hosting our
- annual Pastor Appreciation Luncheon after

» |l"'—\1 the 11:00 Mass on January 20. It will be a
k*ﬂb hot turkey dinner and prepaid reservations
will be taken the weekends of January 5/6
pastor and 12/13. All parishioners are invited.

Look in upcoming bulletins for details.
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Religious Education/
Faith Formation (RE/FF)

Elementary and Middle School

Religious Education

There will be no Grade 1-8 classes on Wednesday,
January 2, due to the Christmas break. We will resume
classes on Wednesday, January 9. Grade 2 will not
resume classes until January 23. Have a safe and blessed
holiday.

Sunday School and Liturgy of the
Word for Children
We will resume both programs on Sunday, January 6.

First Eucharist Program — Grade 2

Classes for the First Eucharist program will begin on
Wednesday, January 23. Your second grade child should
have been registered in the Reconciliation program and
will therefore be automatically enrolled in the First
Eucharist program. Please call Kathy Raible at 651-905-
4311 if you have any questions or concerns.

Annual Giving
Weekly Contribution Summary

Budget for the period 12/17/12-12/23/12 .............. $24,035
Actual for the period of 12/17/12-12/23/12........... $27,568
Year-to-Date Budget..........coceecveeieieiienieiienne. $427.745
Year-to-Date Actual...........cccoooveeieeneiieeeeen. $387,235

Faithful Shepherd Catholic
School Thank You!

Before the end of this holiday season, everyone at
Faithful Shepherd Catholic School would like to thank the
parishioners of the Church of St. Peter for your support
and for entrusting your child’s education to us. We hope
you had a Blessed Christmas and have a happy New year.
If you are interested in learning more about Faithful
Shepherd, please contact John Boone at (651) 406-4747
or jboone@fscsmn.org

Ministry Schedules Available

The liturgical ministries schedule is now available for
January through April. If you have not received the
schedule, you can find extras near the blue sign-in binder,
or contact Sara Rogers at srogers(@stpetersmendota.org or
651-905-4308.
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Pastoral Ministry

Want to Go Deeper in your Faith—and Help
Others Do the Same?

Be a part of helping your fellow parishioners rediscover
the depth and beauty of our Catholic faith! St. Peter’s is
looking for facilitators to lead a Rediscover: Catholic
Book Club group at our parish. Each book club group
would meet for an hour once a week for six weeks. The
first book our book club group will read is Rediscover
Catholicism by Matthew Kelly, which was distributed for
free to all parish households this Christmas! Each of these
customized Rediscover Catholicism books has a book
discussion guide included in the back—and there are
book club facilitator support materials posted on
Rediscover-faith.org. To find out more about this great
way to really live out the Year of Faith and grow in
friendship and faith with fellow parishioners, please
contact Lisa Amos at 651-905-4304 or Joanne Rocco
Carter at 651-454-7853.

Join the Rediscover: Catholic Book Club

Here’s a great opportunity for social, spiritual and
intellectual growth in a relaxed setting! Join the
Rediscover: Catholic Book Club here at St. Peter’s.

The Rediscover: Catholic Book Club gives you a
chance to discuss your faith in a trusted setting and to
develop friendships with other members in your parish
family.

Rediscover Catholicism: A Spiritual Guide to Living
with Passion and Purpose by Matthew Kelly is the first
book we’ll read in the Rediscover: Catholic Book Club.
This book, with a customized book discussion guide at
the back, is being offered free to all parish households!

For more information, please call Lisa Amos at 651-905-
4304 or Joanne Rocco Carter at 651-454-7853. Find out
more at Rediscover-faith.org.

Thursday Night Bible Study

St. Peter’s is pleased to be able to begin a new
opportunity for you to read, learn about, and discuss
Sacred Scripture. Starting January 3 you will be able to
join other parishioners for an evening Bible study. This
group will meet from 7-8:30 p.m. on Thursday evenings
in the Family Room. Whether you have never studied
Scripture or you’ve been doing so for years, this is exactly
the right group for you. There is no need to pre-register,
simply arrive at 7 p.m. on January 3 and Kirsten Staloch,
our volunteer study leader, will welcome you. If you have
further questions, please contact Lisa Amos at 651-905-
4304 or lamos(@stpeters.mendota.org
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The Next Two Weeks

Monday, December 31
9a Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
4 pm Mary, Mother of God Mass, MC

Tuesd:B/ January l—Mary, Mother of God
Parish Office Closed
0 am Mass, Main Church (9:40 rosary)
11 am-5 pm
Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament

Wednesday, Januaryl
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosal
9:45am  Divine Mercy Cenacle, Conference Room |

Thursday, January 3

9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7

7 pm Alcohohcs Anon Mymous Room 5

7 pm Teen Al-Anon Meeting, Room 6

Friday, JanuaM/ . .
9a ass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)

Saturday January 5

Alcohohcs Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4
10 am Scripture Study, ommunlty Room
g Reconciliation, Main Church
4 0 pm Choir Rehearsal
Mass, Main Church
A ter Mass: New Parishioner Re istration, Pastor
Appreciation Tickets

Sunda Januar 6—Epiphan
8:30°& 10:30 am piphany

Ch01r Rehearsal, Main Church

9 & 11 am Mass, Mam Church

9a Baptism, Main Church

9 & 11 am Liturgy of the Word for Children

9 am Sunday School

After Masses: New Parishioner Registration,
Pastor Appreciation Tickets

6:30 pm  Youth Group

Monday, January 7
9a Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
6 pm St. Paul Civic Symphony Rehearsal;
Heritage Center

Tuesday, January 8
9a Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
Adoration Before Blessed Sacramerit
After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm
9:45am  Women’s Bible Study, Ravoux Room
7 pm Stewardship Commlttee Conf. Room |

Wednesday, January 9
9a Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosai
9:45 am  Divine Mercy Cenacle, Conference Room I
1:30 pm  CCW Board Meeting, Conference Room I
4:30 pm  Grades 1-5
6:30 pm  Grades 6-8 )
7 pm Choir Rehearsal, Main Church

Thursday, January 10
9a Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)

7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7

7 pm Alcohohcs Anon Mymous Room 5

7 pm Teen Al-Anon eetlngH oom 6

7 pm Leadership Gathering, Heritage Center
Friday, January 11 __ .

9 am ass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
Saturday January 12

9 and

Alcohohcs Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4
10 am Scripture Study, ommunlty Room
g Reconciliation, Main Church
4 0pm  Choir Reh hearsal
P Mass, Main Church
After Mass: Pastor Appreciation Tickets
Stewardship Fair

Sunday&January 13—Baptism of the Lord
am
Choir Rehearsal, Mam Church
9 & 11 am Mass, Main Chur
9 & 11 am Liturgy of the Word for Children
9 am Sunday School
10 am Confirmation o
After Masses: Hospitality, Pastor Appreciation
Tickets Stewardship Fair

1 pm Baptism Class, Conference Room I




Church of St. Peter page 5b

Parish Pastoral Council

Paul Boller, Chair .......cccccccovevvviviinnnnnns 651-994-8566
Alice Sheeler, Secretary...........cccceu..... 651-457-8119
Joanne Rocco Carter, Vice Chair.......... 651-454-7853
David Doty....c.coveieiiiieieieeeeieeeeee 651-330-2129
Mary Pat Ferraro..........ccoecveevveennecnnnne. 651-454-1091
Kelly Garrett.......cccevveeieecieeiieiieienn, 651-340-8963
ANN HOCY ..o 651-994-7870
Yvonne Houle-Gillard ......................... 651-452-5316
Sarah Larsen .........ccccoeovvveeeeeineeeennn. 612-384-1474

Parish Pastoral Council Voice Mailbox:
651-905-4309
Parish Pastoral Council Email:
ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org

Trustees:
Jim OricChiO....ouvvviieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeieeeeee 651-452-3587
Helen WilKie...oooooeveeveeiieeeeiieeeeeeee 651-365-1334

Readings for the
Week of December 30

Sunday: Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-
24/Lk 2:41-52
Monday: 1Jn2:18-21/Jn 1:1-18

Tuesday: Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28

Thursday: 1 Jn 2:29--3:6/Jn 1:29-34

Friday: 1 Jn 3:7-10/Jn 1:35-42

Saturday: 1Jn3:11-21/Jn 1:43-51

Next Sunday: [s 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

©Liturgical Publications Inc.

Readings for the
Week of January 6

Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

Monday: 1 Jn 3:22--4:6/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25

Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Mk 6:34-44

Wednesday: 1 Jn4:11-18/Mk 6:45-52

Thursday: 1Jn 4:19--5:4/Lk 4:14-22a

Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Lk 5:12-16

Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Jn 3:22-30

Next Sunday: [s42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Acts
10:34-38 or Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/Lk
3:15-16, 21-22

©Liturgical Publications Inc.



Holy Family-Epiphany

Mass Intentions

The following are the intentions remembered by
the priest at Mass:
Monday, December 31 - 9 a.m. - tPatricia Mingo
4 p.m. - Mass For the People
Tuesday, January 1 - 10 a.m. - 7Br. Michael and
+Dick Gaworski
Wednesday, January 2 - ¥Verna Vanderbeek
Thursday, January 3 - tMichael Luebstorf
Friday, January 4 - $John Clifford
Saturday, January S - Mass For the People
Sunday, January 6 - 9 a.m. - T+Gerard Abbott Zuccaro
11 a.m. - Choice of the Priest
Monday, January 7 - Jeffrey Mullen
Tuesday, January 8 - TAlfred Zimmerman
Wednesday, January 9 - Steve Lauinger & Family
Thursday, January 10 - TBob O’Neill
Friday, January 11 - Choice of the Priest
Saturday, January 12 - fJoseph Harrison
Sunday, January 13 - 9 a.m. - Mass For the People
11 a.m. - Choice of the Priest

Women’s Bible Study

The Women’s Bible Study will begin a 16-week study of
First Corinthians on Tuesday, January 8. Please join us
for some fun and uplifting mornings as we study this
book of the bible. For more information please call
Jennifer Vogel at 651-688-7427 or email
jennifervogel(@comcast.net

New Parishioner Registration

Interested in joining the parish? New parishioner
registration will be held after all Masses the first weekend
of each month in the Gathering Space. You can also
register by contacting Sara Rogers at 651-905-4308 or
clicking on the “Join Us” link on the parish website.

Council of Catholic Women
(CCW) Board Meeting

St. Peter’s Council of Catholic Women Board will meet
on Wednesday, January 9, 1:30 p.m. in Conference Room
I. All women of the parish are invited to attend.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
www.stpetersmendota.org
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PASTOR:
Fr. Joseph Gallatin................ccccooiiiii. 651-452-4550
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE:
LiS@ AMOS ....ovviiiiiii e 651-905-4304
BUSINESS MANAGER:
Mary Jubenville ... 651-905-4307
Heritage Center Rental Information

Mary Jubenville, staff contact .................. 651-905-4307
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/FAITH FORMATION:
Kathy Raible, Director.............cccccccceeiiinnn. 651-905-4311
Ed Overell, Youth Coordinator..................... 651-905-4312
Beth Newton, Sunday School Coordinator.. 651-905-4313
Rita Holien, Religious Ed Secretary............. 651-905-4318
Religious Education Information Line........... 651-905-4314
MUSIC:
David Dunst, Director of Music .................... 651-905-4323
COMMUNITY LIFE COORDINATOR:
Sara ROGErs.........coooviiiiiiiiieecie e, 651-905-4308
OFFICE STAFF:
Geri Korman, Receptionist........................... 651-452-4550
Darlene Olson, Communications Coord. ..... 651-905-4302
MAINTENANCE:
Tom Deshler ..., 651-905-4322
John Jubenville ..., 651-452-4550
Parish Office:............................ccoci. 651-452-4550
Office Hours: ............. 8 am-4 pm Monday through Friday
FaX:. oo 651-456-0646
E-mail:........................ church@stpetersmendota.org
Parish School: Faithful Shepherd S AEPHERT

651-406-4747

3355 Columbia Drive

Eagan, MN 55121 FS
SUNDAY MASSES

Saturday 5 pm

Sunday 9 am and 11 am (all in the Main Church)
WEEKDAY MASSES

(all in the Historic Church)

9 am Monday, Tuesday, \Wednesday,

Thursday and Friday

HOLY DAYS As announced.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturdays 4 to 4:45 pm or by appointment.
BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS
Call the parish office for more information.

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS
Peggy Markee............ccoooiiiiiiiiii 952-322-6479
E-mail: pmarkee@frontier.com
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