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My dear friends, 
 
“Lord Jesus, as I bow in adoration before your manger, let 
my first Christmas words be thank you! Thank you, Gift 
of the Father, for coming to save me from my sins.”  
These are the opening words from a prayer written for 
this feast, and they express very well the reason for our 
celebration of Christmas. Christmas for us is not just the 
hearing of a story that remains in the past, but the story of 
One who is able to personally touch us now, making the 
story our own. In celebrating the birth of our Savior, we 
are also celebrating our own new birth through Him, 
through the forgiveness of our sins. 
 
I remember my first Christmas—it was 1981, and I was 
20 years old. The reason I say “first Christmas” is because 
it was then, for the first time in my life, that I understood 
what Christmas is really all about. What made that 
Christmas different and very special for me had 
everything to do with that little child of Mary lying in a 
manger. 
 
Only a few months before our family Christmas Eve 
gathering, that little Child, who came into the world to 
save it, to save me, had finally broken through all the 
barriers of sin I had put in His way and cradled Himself 
personally in my own heart. How many times had Jesus 
sought a place in my heart, but like the innkeepers of 
Bethlehem, I had no room for Him. I had room for 
everything else, but sadly, no room for Him. I was proud, 
self-centered, self-indulgent; I thought I could face life on 
my own. I did not feel any need for God. 
 
I was baptized at 10 years old, but not having anyone to 
mentor and guide me, I became more and more taken up 
with all the cares and charms of the world. I was unaware 
of the gift hidden within me. However, the day of my 
salvation finally dawned. After several years of 
indifference and estrangement from God, and through 
much pain and heartache, the Lord humbled me, brought 
me contrite and repentant to my knees and flooded my 
soul with His loving presence. I received the gift of 
Christmas—Jesus Christ. In the joy of this new 
beginning, I could then imagine, at least to some degree, 
the joy Mary, Joseph and the shepherds must have felt on 
that silent, cool night in Bethlehem. 
 
I was still part of a family that had weathered many 
hardships, but a family still broken and struggling. We 
were a family that needed much healing. There was now 
hope in my heart, an assurance that everything was going 

Reflections From Our  

Pastor 

to be alright—not that it would be easy—but that it was 
going to be alright. For a Savior had indeed been born for 
me and my family, and this Savior, Jesus Christ, was 
personally with us. 
 
That Christmas, we still exchanged gifts as we had always 
done in previous years, but I would have been completely 
content with no gifts at all. My heart was preoccupied and 
quietly rejoicing with the True Gift of Christmas, which 
overwhelmed me with gratitude. 
 
We sang the same old Christmas carols that night, but it 
was as though I was hearing them for the first time. They 
came alive, for they were now telling my own story. 
 
My dear brothers and sisters, the message proclaimed by 
the Angel is our reason for Joy this night. “Do not be 
afraid: For today in the city of David, a Savior has been 
born for you, who is Christ the Lord.” 
 
In the Eucharist, we celebrate our Savior, who renews His 
coming and presence among us. Like His presence in the 
manger, Jesus hides His majestic glory in littleness. He 
comes so gently and tenderly under the humble 
appearance of bread and wine, so that we will not be 
afraid to approach him. Together let us adore Him, let us 
thank Him. Let us once again ask Jesus to take up all the 
space in our hearts and to stay with us—for in Him alone 
will our hearts know the joy of a redeemed life, a 
recreated life, a life full of peace and countless blessings. 
 
Wishing you and your families a most blessed Christmas, 
filled with the joy and peace of Christ. 
 
God love you, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Fr. Steven 
 

Sincere Sympathy 

St. Peter’s Parish extends its sympathy to the 
family and friends of Colette Norman. We 
invite all to join us in praying that God may 
make her a sharer in eternal salvation. 
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We believe in the potential of every child. 

Learn more about 
FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

at www.fscsmn.org 
or call 651-406-4747. 

Visitation School Open House 

Visitation School, located at 2455 Visitation Drive in 
Mendota Heights, will host an Open House for 
prospective Upper School (grades 9–12) families on 
Tuesday, January 3, at 7 p.m. 
 
For more information, visit our website at 
www.visitation.net or call 651-683-1700. 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 

 

St. John Neumann 
St. Peter 

St. Thomas Becket 
3355 Columbia Drive 
Eagan, MN 55121 
651-406-4747 

 www.fscsmn.org 

High School Youth 
All high school youth are welcome to join us at Perissos, 
our new high school ministry. Join us on Wednesdays, in 
the Heritage Center, from 6:30-8 p.m., as we all grow in 
our love of Christ and His Church. Our next meeting is 
January 4. For more information contact Elizabeth 
M c C a n n a  a t  6 5 1 - 9 0 5 - 4 3 1 2  o r 
emccanna@stpetersmendota.org. 

Perissos 

Elementary and Middle School Religious 
Education 
There will be no Grade 1 – 8 classes on Wednesday, 
December 28, due to the Christmas break. We will 
resume classes on Wednesday, January 4. Grade 2 will 
resume classes on January 18. 
 
Sunday School and Liturgy of the Word for 
Children 
There will be no Sunday School or Liturgy of the Word 
for Children on Sunday, January 1. We will resume both 
of these programs on Sunday, January 8. 
 
First Eucharist Program – Grade 2 
Classes for the First Eucharist program will begin on 
Wednesday, January 18. Your second grade child should 
have been registered in the Reconciliation program 
(Grade 2) and will, therefore, be automatically enrolled in 
the First Eucharist program. Please call Kathy Raible at 
651-905-4311, if you have any questions or concerns. 

Religious Education News 

Join us his summer for Workcamp! 
All high school youth are invited to join Elizabeth and the 
rest of the Workcamp Team, as we travel to Covington, 
Tennessee from June 24 through July 1! Spend a week 
being the hands and feet of Christ for the people of 
Covington, all while making new friends, having fun and 
eating lots of Dairy Queen! Fundraising starts in just a 
couple weeks so make sure to 
sign up today! For an 
information packet  and 
application, please contact 
E l i z abe t h  McCanna  a t 
emccanna@stpetersmendota.org 
or 651-905-4312. 

Workcamp News 

Hearing and Vision  

Aids Available 

If you find it hard to hear at Mass or if your ability to 
participate is inhibited by difficulty reading the hymnal or 
worship aids, we can help with that. Please see one of our 
friendly ushers and let them know of your need. We have 
hearing devices and magnifiers available for you to use 
while you’re here. Thank you. 
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Automatic Withdrawal—Electronic Funds 
Transfer 
Please consider using our automatic giving program 
through our ACH program. Forms are available in the 
parish office or online. 
 
Stock Contributions 
Appreciated stock is a great way to make a contribution 
AND perhaps maximize your tax benefit. Please contact 
the parish office. 
 
End of the Year Information 

Parishioners are reminded that all donations must be 
received in the parish office by Saturday, December 31, 
or postmarked by Saturday, December 31, to be included 
as a 2016 contribution. All proceeds from the 5 p.m. Mass 
on December 31 will be recorded as received in 2016.  
All proceeds from the 9 and 11 a.m. Masses on January 1 
will be recorded as received in 2017. No exceptions can 
be made. If a stock contribution is to be made, be sure to 
allow enough time for the transaction to be completed. 
Stock transfer instructions are available by calling Mary 
Jubenville at 651-905-4307. 

Year End Giving 

New Parishioner Dinner 
St. Peter’s is hosting a dinner for all new parishioners on 
Saturday, January 7, following the 5 p.m. Mass, to 
welcome you and give you a chance to meet other new 
members and some long-time parishioners. There will be 
drawings for a few prizes, as well as a tour of our Historic 
Church. If you plan to attend, contact Anne O’Keefe at 
651-905-4308 or aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org. 

2016 New Parishioners 

ACCW Leadership Day 

The Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women will host a 
Leadership Day on Saturday, February 4, at 8 a.m., at 
Sacred Heart Church, 4087 West Broadway Avenue, in 
Robbinsdale. 

Join us for “Martha and Mary Revisited.” 

More information to come. 

Save the Date for the  

Cana Dinner! 

Dr. John R. Buri, a professor at the University of St. 
Thomas, will be the featured speaker at St. Peter’s Annual 
Cana Dinner on Saturday, February 11. A social hour will 
begin after the 5 p.m. Mass, and dinner will begin at 7 
p.m. Dr. Buri, who has taught in the Psychology 
Department at St. Thomas for over 40 years, will speak 
on the topic, “As For Me, We Comes First.” 
 

Dr. Buri is locally, regionally and nationally a frequent 
speaker on subjects ranging from marriage and parenting 
to dating and family life. He has published over 60 
articles and book chapters during his tenure. He has also 
published two books: “How To Love Your Wife” and 
“Intentional Dating; When You’re Ready To Leave 
Behind the Liars, Losers, and Lemons – 15 Keys To 
Finding Love For a Lifetime.” 
 

Buri, who has taught a highly-popular course, Psychology 
of Marriage and the Family, for over 30 years, also works 
in the Archdiocese’s Marriage Preparation Program. He 
has been married for 44 years to Kathy, his high school 
sweetheart. “She is the love of my life and the best thing 
that has ever happened to me, and I cannot imagine life 
without her,” remarks Dr. Buri. The Buri’s have six 
children (five sons and a daughter) and 13 grandchildren. 

St. Peter’s Ministry Fair 

Everyone is invited to join us for our Ministry Fair on 
January 7 and 8, after all Masses. Learn more about the 
many exciting ministries with which our volunteers are 
involved, and find out how you can be a part of the work 
of Christ being done here at St. Peter’s. There is 
something for everyone and opportunities that will suit 
any schedule. We will have donuts and coffee following 
the Sunday Masses as well. 
 

Our ministry leaders and members are looking forward to 
sharing their stories with you and answering your 
questions. We also love to hear from you. This is a chance 
to consider more fully where God is leading you to serve 
as His disciple. We can help you match the gifts He has 
given to you with the many ways they can help other 
beloved children of God. 



Monday, December 26 
 Parish Office Closed 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, December 27 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary) 
 9:30 am Adoration Before the Blessed Sacrament  
  until 6 pm, Historic Church 
 
Wednesday, December 28 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary) 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Ravoux Room 
 
Thursday, December 29 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary) 
 9:30 am Potluck Birthday Breakfast, Heritage  
  Center 

 7 pm AA Meeting, Classroom 5 
 

Friday, December 30 
 8 am Confessions, Main Church  

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary) 
 

Saturday, December 31 
 9 and 10:30 am 

  AA Meeting, Classrooms 2, 4 
 3:30 pm Confession, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 
Sunday, January 1 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 

  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 9 & 11 am 

The Week of December 26 Parish Pastoral Council 

Paul Hirsch.………………………………..651-431-1832 
Sarah Larsen…………….…………………612-384-1474 
Laurie Reding……………………………...651-688-8536 
Maria Schwartz………………………….…651-452-1796 
Alice Sheeler………………………...……..651-457-8119 
Nancy Stanton……………………………...651-686-9009 
Joseph Towle…………………………….…651-683-9250 
Parish Pastoral Council Email: 

ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 
 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio………………………………..651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie……………………………….651-365-1334 

Readings for the  

Week of December 25 

All Christmas Masses: 

  Is 9:1-6/Ps 96/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:1-14 

Monday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31/Mt 10:17-22 

Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 

Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:5--2:2/Ps 124/Mt 2:13-18 

Thursday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96/Lk 2:22-35 

Friday:  Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or 3:12- 

  17/Ps 128/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 

Saturday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96/Jn 1:1-18 

Next Sunday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 
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The following are the intentions remembered by 
the priest at Mass: 
 Monday, December 26 - †Don Sault 
 Tuesday, December 27 - †Mary Jean Warner 
 Wednesday, December 28 - †Marceline Wohlers 
 Thursday, December 29 - †Marceline Wohlers 
 Friday, December 30 - †George Zirnhelt 
 Saturday, December 31 - †Ray Becherer 
 Sunday, January 1 - 9 a.m. - †Cecelia Voeller 
                                   11 a.m. - Mass For The People 

Mass Intentions 
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PASTORAL MINISTRY 

Meaning “Heart of Jesus,” Cor Jesu is a moving 
opportunity to worship Christ in community with the 
Church through Eucharistic adoration, confession, praise 
and worship, benediction and fellowship. 
 

Join college age and young adults for these evenings at St. 
Mary’s Chapel at the Saint Paul Seminary School of 
Divinity, 2260 Summit Avenue, in St. Paul, at 8 p.m. on 
the following first Fridays: February 3, March 3, April 7 
and May 5. 

Cor Jesu 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

What am I most thankful for in my marriage in 
this past year? 
Enjoy the blessings of your spouse by enriching your 
marriage. The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

Weekends are February 10-12, and May 5-7, in Buffalo. 
Early registration is highly recommended. For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t : 
www.twincitieswwme.org or contact Brent & Tracy at 
applications@twincitieswwme.org or 612-756-8720. 

Space Still Available! 
We have spaces remaining for our Ugandan Mission trip 
scheduled for May 31 through June 12, 2017. We would 
love to have you join us! The trip will involve a 
pilgrimage to the Ugandan Martyrs Celebration as well as 
mission work at the schools, where we support children 
through sponsorships. For more information, please 
contact Laurie Reding at lreding1@aol.com, or by phone 
at 612-419-1709. 

Uganda Mission Trip 

Join Fr. Steven and Lisa Amos for our trip to the 
Weisman Art Museum (WAM) in Minneapolis. WAM 
creates art experiences that spark discovery, critical 
thinking and transformation, linking the University and 
the community. Our tour will highlight innovative design 
and surprising artworks together by exploring the WAM 
building – designed by Frank Gehry – and various 
selections from the permanent collection of twentieth-
century American art. Enjoy free time to explore on your 
own the works from current exhibitions, including 
American Modernism, Ceramics, Mimbres Pottery or 
Drawing and Prints.  
 

On Wednesday, February 1, we will depart in our coach 
bus from St. Peter’s, following the 9 a.m. Mass, for a 
guided tour of the museum, time to explore the exhibits 
and shop in their gift shop and have lunch at Loring Pasta 
Bar. We will return to St. Peter’s at approximately 2:30 
p.m. Reservations are limited; reserve your spot now by 
contacting Lisa Amos at 651-905-4304 or 
lamos@stpetersmendota.org. Cost is $40/person, which 
includes tours, lunch, and bus. We look forward to seeing 
you then! 

St. Peter’s Group Trip 

We need your help in keeping our parish records 
current. 
If you have moved out of the area and are no longer a 
member of St. Peter’s, if your children are on their own, 
or if there is any other information you would like to 
update, please email Rita at rholien@stpetersmendota.org.  
Thank you for your cooperation! 

Parish Records 

Many in our community wish to be able to join us for 
Mass but are unable to do so. If you or a loved one has 
mobility limitations, or if declining health makes it 
difficult to participate in the sacramental life of the 
church, please contact our pastoral associate, Lisa Amos, 
to learn of the ways we can help. 
 
Often, many go without simply because we are not made 
aware of their needs. To add yourself or someone you 
love to our outreach ministry, or to hear about the many 
opportunities, contact Lisa at 651-905-4304 or 
lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

Sacraments for the Homebound 

   Have a Blessed  
      Christmas! 
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Cursillo Corner 

All are welcome to attend the Cursillo Winter Retreat, 
which will be held January 6-8, at Christ the King Retreat 
Center in Buffalo. Register at www.tc-cursillo.org. 
 

Future events include Sunday, January 29, at 7 p.m., at 
the South East Metro Ultreya, Church of St. Patrick, 3535 
72nd Street East, in Inver Grove Heights.  
 

Also, please pray about working, sponsoring or attending 
the next set of Cursillo weekends. This could be a life 
changing retreat which will deepen your relationship with 
Jesus. The weekends will be held at Mary, Mother of the 
Church in Burnsville. The men’s weekend will be 
February 9-12. The women’s weekend is February 16-19. 
 

For more information about all Cursillo events and 
weekend retreats, see www.tc-cursillo.org or contact 
janemarie.rief@gmail.com or at 651-485-7089. 

Parishioners and friends are welcome for private prayer 
before the Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church on 
Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass until 6 p.m. 
 

Matthew 26:40-41—Jesus said to Peter: 
“Could you not watch with me one hour? 

 

Watch and pray.” 
 

For more information or if you have questions, please 
contact Rita Lew at 651-399-0921 or ritalew5@mac.com.  

Eucharistic Adoration 

The Catholic Single Adults Club of the Twin Cities 
invites all single Catholics, 21 and older, to join us 
Saturday, January 7, for our annual Christmas dinner and 
dance. A social hour and dinner will begin at 5:30 p.m.; 
dancing begins at 8 p.m. The cost for dinner and dancing 
is $25. The cost for the dance only is $10. Dinner 
reservations for a delicious buffet meal at Gulden’s 
Restaurant in Maplewood are required by Monday, 
December 26. No reservation is required for dance-only 
participants. For dinner reservation information, please 
call Carl at 651-603-1412 or Greg at 651-636-3508. 

Catholic Single Adults Club 

Dinner/Dance 

Through the end of December, you can help twice as 
many people in need. A group of generous donors are 
matching your gifts, dollar for dollar, up to $500,000 
through December 31. Contributions may be made online 
by visiting www.cctwincities.org/donate/donate-now, by 
phone at 612-204-8374 or by mailing gifts to Catholic 
Charities, End of the Year Match, 1200 Second Avenue 
South, Minneapolis, MN 55403.  
 

Please mention “match” in the memo line of your check. 
Together, we can change the lives of thousands of men, 
women and children. Thank you! 

Catholic Charities 

Prayer Vigil for Hope, 

Healing and Mercy 

St. Mary’s Chapel at The Saint Paul Seminary 
For over forty years, legalized abortion has left many men 
and women empty, confused and longing to be whole 
again. This vigil is open to all and is a special invitation to 
those who have been hurt by abortion to pray for hope 
and healing. Archbishop Hebda will celebrate Mass on 
Saturday, January 21, at 7 p.m. Find more details, 
including the full evening schedule, at www.archspm.org/
archspm_events/. 

Those who come to the Neighbors, Inc. Food 
Shelf are grateful for anything they are 
given. It is often the last chance to get food 
after other sources have run out. If you’d like 
to contribute to our local food shelf, please 
consider bringing any non perishable food in to our 
donation bins, which can be found in the Gathering Space 
and up by the parish offices. Some items that are most 
appreciated by those who rarely get “comfort food” are 
peanut butter, pancake mix and syrup. 

Thank you for any way you can help. 

Neighbors, Inc. Food Shelf 





Merry Christmas  

and a blessed New Year  

to you and yours 

 from the staff at  

the Church of St. Peter 

Father Steven Hoffman 

Lisa Amos      Mary Jubenville 

Tom Deshler    Elizabeth McCanna 

David Dunst      Anne O’Keefe 

Beth Halbert      John Raible 

Deacon Tim Hennessey   Kathy Raible 

Rita Holien     Carolyn Rynders 



Thank you to all who donated money towards our Christmas flowers in 
memory or in honor of a loved one. Your generosity has helped make 
the church a beautiful space to worship. 
 
        
 
In Memory of Gerard Abbott  
 From Gus & Joan Zuccaro 
 
In Memory of Dorothy Brown 
 From Mary & Ed LeClair and LeRoy Brown 
 
In Memory of Mel DeBlauw and Joan and Al Buckroyd 
 From Alice DeBlauw 
 
In Memory of William Fitzgerald and Family Members 
 From Sheila Fitzgerald 
 
In Memory of The Flaherty Family 
 From Michael Flaherty 
 
In Memory of Lois and Ray Furlong 
 From Margaret Swenson 
 
In Memory of Don Giefer 
 From Betts Giefer 
 
In Memory of Julie Gonko, Martin LaBerge and David Berndt 
 From Anonymous 
 
In Memory of William Huberty and Carl Dumond 
 From Ralph & Kathi Dumond 
 
In Memory of Dick Kirch 
 From LouAnn Kirch 
 
In Memory of Lloyd Kulaszewicz 
 From Dawn Kulaszewicz 
 
In Memory of Delores Larsen, James Larsen and Denis Kelly 
 From Kristine Larsen-Kelly, David Kelly and Erin Kelly 
 



In Memory of Tabitha Rose Markle, The Deceased Members of the Spiegelberg 
and Seefeld Families 
 From Marty and Mary Seefeld 
 
In Memory of Bob O’Neill 
 From Tom and Mary O’Neill 
 
In Memory of Wilfrid Oster, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Becker, Mr. and Mrs. Andrew 
Becker, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Sullivan 
 From Maryanna Oster 
 
In Memory of George Rabuse and Scott Rabuse 
 From Dwight and Sandy Rabuse 
 
In Memory of Theresa Rayment, Robert Burns, Brian Burns Family 
 From Mary Burns 
 
In Memory of Don Sault and Mary Lou Williams 
 From Sally Sault 
 
In Memory of Kay and Howard Sheeler and Jo and Jackie Ullman 
 From Alice Sheeler 
 
In Memory of The Stanton/Huntington Family 
 From Nancy and Keith Stanton 
 
In Memory of Richard J. Weinzettel, Richard A. Weinzettel and Lois Burns 
 From Laurita Weinzettel 
 
In Memory of Bob Wilhelmy 
 From Joan Wilhelmy 
 
In Memory of Andrew and Cecelia Yourczek and David and Helen Gwost 
 From Joe and Barb Yourczek 
 
 

                  


