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Church of St. Peter

From the Pastor’s Desk

7:1is is the bulletin for the Fourth Sunday of Advent,
but many of you might be reading it for the first time on
Monday or Tuesday — Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.
So even if the greetings are a little early for some of you, I
would like to take this opportunity to wish you a merry
and blessed Christmas! But before 1 go any further with
Christmas greetings, [ want to mention Advent.

Occasionally I compare the former and current version of
the prayers we use at Mass. I am so grateful we now have
more accessible to us the richness of the prayer tradition
of the Church! The old version was more of a free-form
translation of ideas, while the new version translates the
actual words. That change a little more than a year ago has
given us back something wonderful. One of the prayers
from the Third Sunday of Advent illustrates this change
nicely:

Opening Prayer (then):

“Lord God, may we, your people, who look forward

to the birthday of Christ experience the joy of

salvation and celebrate that feast with love and

thanksgiving.”

Collect (now):

“O God, who see how your people faithfully await
the feast of the Lord’s Nativity, enable us, we pray, to
attain the joys of so great a salvation and to celebrate
them always with solemn worship and glad rejoicing.”

We are asking the Heavenly Father to enable us to attain
the joys of salvation, and to celebrate those joys “with
solemn worship and glad rejoicing.” 1 am so glad that
what had been referred to as merely looking forward to
Christ’s birthday is now described as faithfully awaiting
the feast of the Lord’s Nativity.
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So now I would like to extend my Christmas greetings to
all of you! St. Peter’s has some families whose presence
here goes far back into history. To all who are here
because you are back with your natural family, please
know we are glad to have you here. I’d also like to
welcome those who are visiting us because you live
nearby and have not yet found a parish home. We would
like it so much if you began to worship here regularly. To
those who already do make this their place of worship,
faithfully gathering Sunday after Sunday to worship on the
Lord’s Day, I extend special greetings. It gives me great
joy to be with all of you at one of the high points of the
Church year.

To those who only come to be with us on the feasts most
central to our faith, [ am pleased you are here! All of those
who are here every week, including your pastor, often fall
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and need God’s grace to get back up again. Although we
haven’t yet arrived at the place to which God is calling us,
we are people who are on the way, and would love for you
to accompany us.

No matter how often we see you, we would love for you to
have a copy of the book Rediscover Catholicism: A
Spiritual Guide to Living with Passion and Purpose as the
Catholic Church’s gift to you. We hope that it will reignite
the faith of many people!

& ok ok ok ok

In a few days the church will be beautifully transformed
by the decorations that will be present for the whole
Season of Christmas. I want to thank those who will work
so hard to decorate both the Main Church and the Historic
Church for Christmas. And 1 would like to thank the
instrumentalists, the members of our choir, and our music
director David Dunst, for the tremendous effort you have
made to enhance our worship with song. What would we
do without our sacristans and ushers? Your work also
takes dedication, as do the contributions of our lectors and
altar servers. Thanks to you all! This is one of those times
that I specifically thank the rest of the parish staff as well.
You all do so much to make it easier for our parishioners
to worship God and learn about the faith we hold in
common. [ am grateful to you for your contributions,
especially because ours is not a large staff and everyone
has many responsibilities. Members of the parish, you can
find inserted in the bulletin a Christmas greeting signed by
all of the staff.
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On Christmas Day and Easter Sunday, the popes through
the years have given an address from the central balcony
of the Basilica of St. Peter in the Vatican. It is addressed
Urbi et Orbi — that is, “To the City and to the World.”
This is a small part of Pope Benedict’s greeting on
Christmas Day 2011.
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Rome and throughout
the world!
Christ is born for us! Glory to God in the highest and
peace on earth to the men and women whom he
loves. May all people hear an echo of the message of
Bethlehem which the Catholic Church repeats in
every continent, beyond the confines of every nation,
language and culture. The Son of the Virgin Mary is
born for everyone; he is the Savior of all. ...
Let us turn our gaze anew to the grotto of Bethlehem.
The Child whom we contemplate is our salvation! He
has brought to the world a universal message of
reconciliation and peace. Let us open our hearts to
him; let us receive him into our lives. Once more let
us say to him, with joy and confidence: “Veni ad
salvandum nos!” [Come to save us!]

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin



Fourth Sunday of Advent

Religious Education/
Faith Formation (RE/FF)

Elementary and Middle School

Religious Education

There will be no Grade 1-8 classes on Wednesday
December 26 or January 2, due to the Christmas break.
We will resume classes on Wednesday, January 9. Grade
2 will not resume classes until January 23. Have a safe
and blessed holiday.

Sunday School and Liturgy of the

Word for Children

There will be no Sunday School or Liturgy of the Word
for children on Sunday, December 23 or December 30.
We will resume both programs on Sunday, January 6.

First Eucharist Program — Grade 2

Classes for the First Eucharist program will begin on
Wednesday, January 23. Your second grade child should
have been registered in the Reconciliation program and
will therefore be automatically enrolled in the First
Eucharist program. Please call Kathy Raible at 651-905-
4311 if you have any questions or concerns.

Thursday Night
Bible Study

St. Peter’s is pleased to be able to begin a new
opportunity for you to read, learn about, and discuss
Sacred Scripture. Starting January 3 you will be able to
join other parishioners for an evening Bible study. This
group will meet from 7-8:30 p.m. on Thursday evenings
in the Family Room. Whether you have never studied
Scripture or you’ve been doing so for years, this is exactly
the right group for you. There is no need to pre-register,
simply arrive at 7 p.m. on January 3 and Kirsten Staloch,
our volunteer study leader, will welcome you. If you have
further questions, please contact Lisa Amos at 651-905-
4304 or lamos(@stpeters.mendota.org

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket
3355 Columbia Drive

Eagan, MN 55121

651.406.4747

www.fscsmn.org

Come as a Guest
Leave as a Friend

Page 3

Rediscovering Catholicism
A Gift for You

You will be receiving a copy of Matthew Kelly’s
“Rediscovering Catholicism” when you attend Christmas
Mass in any parish of our Archdiocese. These books, a
gift from the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis
thanks to the generosity of its author, will be used for the
Rediscover initiative in the coming months. Most exciting
is the opportunity to gather in small book club groups to
discuss the book beginning in January. If you would be
interested in hosting one of these groups, please contact
Lisa Amos at 651-905-4304 or
lamos(@stpetersmendota.org.

Giving Tree Thank You

Thank you all for the generosity you have shown for
families in need this Christmas. We were able to help
over 50 families and the Women’s Advocates crisis
shelter with gifts this Christmas. We want to thank all
who purchased gifts as well as the many volunteers who
generously gave many hours helping this year. A very
special thank you to Mike and Terri Berndt and Sue
Weiss who help coordinate the project each year. Many
hands make light work. Thanks again.

Carol Mulvihill
Giving Tree coordinator.

Eucharistic Adoration

Parishioners and friends are
welcome for private prayer before the
Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass

Matthew 26:40-41—Jesus said to Peter:
“Could you not watch with me one hour?
Watch and pray.”

For more information
please contact Jane Vasiliou at 651-454-5292 or
jvasiliou@comcast.net.

Christmas and Mary, Mother of
God Eucharistic Adoration
Times
Christmas Day:
12 Noon to 4 p.m.

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God:
after the 10 a.m. Mass until 5 p.m.
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St. Peter’'s Community News

Annual Giving
Weekly Contribution Summary

Budget for the period 12/10/12-12/16/12.............. $12,765
Actual for the period of 12/10/12-12/16/12........... $15,591
Year-to-Date Budget .........cccooeveieieineneinnen $403,710
Year-to-Date Actual ..........cccooevieieeiiiiieeieen. $359,667

Year End Gift Opportunities

Christmas Envelopes

We hope that you will maintain your regular weekly
support along with offering a special Christmas
contribution.

Automatic Withdrawal—Electronic Funds
Transfer

Please consider using our automatic giving program
through our ACH program. Forms are available in the
parish office.

Stock Contributions

Appreciated stock is a great way to make a contribution
AND perhaps maximize your tax benefit. Please contact
the parish office.

Employer Matching Funds

You may wish to consult with your employer to
determine if a matching gift can double the value of your
contribution to our parish or one of our specific
ministries.

“Forward In Faith” Debt Reduction Campaign

We have created a special debt reduction campaign
account separate from our regular operating fund. If you
have not offered your response please complete your
decision and return it this week.

Need Help Structuring A Contribution?
Please contact Mary Jubenville (651-905-4307) in our
parish office. Thank you!

End of the Year Information

Parishioners are reminded that all donations must be
received in the parish office by Monday, December 31, or
postmarked by Monday, December 31, to be included as a
2012 contribution. No exceptions can be made. If a stock
contribution is to be made, be sure to allow enough time
for the transaction to be completed. Stock transfer
instructions are available by calling Mary at 651-905-
4307.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
www.stpetersmendota.org
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Christmas-Mary, Mother of
God Mass Times

Monday, December 24
Mass celebrated at 4 and 10 p.m.
Tuesday, December 25
Mass celebrated at 9 and 11 a.m.

Monday, December 31
(Mary, Mother of God)
Mass celebrated at 4 p.m.

Tuesday, January 1 (Mary, Mother of God)
Mass celebrated at 10 a.m.

ALL MASSES WILL BE CELEBRATED IN
THE MAIN CHURCH.

In observance of the holidays, the parish office will
be closed on Monday, December 24, Tuesday,
December 25, and Tuesday, January 1.

Want to go Deeper in your Faith—
and Help Others Do the Same?

Be a part of helping your fellow parishioners rediscover
the depth and beauty of our Catholic faith! St. Peter’s is
looking for facilitators to lead a Rediscover: Catholic
Book Club group at our parish. Each book club group
would meet for an hour once a week for six weeks. The
first book our book club group will read is Rediscover
Catholicism by Matthew Kelly, which will be distributed
for free to all parish households this Christmas! Each of
these customized Rediscover Catholicism books has a
book discussion guide included in the back - and there are
book club facilitator support materials posted on
Rediscover-faith.org. To find out more about this great
way to really live out the Year of Faith and grow in
friendship and faith with fellow parishioners, please
contact Lisa Amos at 651-905-4304 or Joanne Rocco
Carter at 651-454-7853.
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The Next Week

Monday, December 24
Parish Office Closed
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
4 and 10 pm
Mass, Main Church
9:30 pm  Christmas Carols, Main Church

Tuesday, December 25
Parish Office Closed
9 am Mass, Main Church (8:40 rosary)
11 am Mass, Main Church
12 noon-S pm
Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament

Wednesday, December 26
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
9:45am  Divine Mercy Cenacle, Conference Room [

Thursday, December 27
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
9:30 am  Daily Mass Birthday Celebration,
Heritage Center

7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7
7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5
7 pm Teen Al-Anon Meeting, Room 6

Friday, December 28
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)

Saturday, December 29
9 and 10:30 am
Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4

4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church
4:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal
5 pm Mass, Main Church

Sunday, December 30—Holy Family
8:30 & 10:30 am
Choir Rehearsal, Main Church
9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church

Mass Intentions

The following are the intentions remembered
by the priest at Mass:
Monday, December 24 - Choice of the Priest
4 p.m. - TJohn McQuillan
10 p.m. - YLyle & TDuane Kahnke
Tuesday, December 25 - 9 a.m. - ¥John Webb
11 a.m. - Mass For the People
Wednesday, December 26 - tMsgr. James Habiger
Thursday, December 27 - $Kelley Norman
Friday, December 28 - tRaymond Milewski
Saturday, December 29 - Mass For the People
Sunday, December 30 - 9 a.m. - TClara Haller
11 a.m. - Choice of the Priest
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Parish Pastoral Council

Paul Boller, Chair .......cccccccovevvviviinnnnnns 651-994-8566
Alice Sheeler, Secretary...........cccc......... 651-457-8119
Joanne Rocco Carter, Vice Chair.......... 651-454-7853
David Doty....ccoevveeiieiienieiiecie e 651-330-2129
Mary Pat Ferraro..........ccoecveevveennecnnnne. 651-454-1091
Kelly Garrett.......cccevveeieecieeiieiieienn, 651-340-8963
ANN HOCY ..o 651-994-7870
Yvonne Houle-Gillard ......................... 651-452-5316
Sarah Larsen .........ccccoeovvveeeeeineeeennn. 612-384-1474

Parish Pastoral Council Voice Mailbox:
651-905-4309
Parish Pastoral Council Email:
ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org

Trustees:
Jim OricChiO....ouvvviieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeieeeeee 651-452-3587
Helen WilKie...oooooeveeveeiieeeeiieeeeeeee 651-365-1334

Readings for the
Week of December 23

Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45

Monday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a,
16/Lk 1:67-79

Tuesday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-
25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25
Night: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-
20
Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18
or 1:1-5,9-14

Wednesday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22

Thursday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a, 2-8

Friday: 1 Jn 1:5--2:2/Mt 2:13-18

Saturday: 1Jn2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35

Next Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-
28/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or 1 Jn
3:1-2,21-24/Lk 2:41-52

©Liturgical Publications Inc.

Workcampers Thank You

The Workcampers would like to -
offer a heartfelt thanks to i}{oégé AP

everyone who supported our
bake sale last weekend We
raised over $800 towards the cost of the trip. Thank
you St. Peter’s for all you do to support Workcamp!
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Minute Memo from Ms.
Shimshock, Principal of
Faithful Shepherd

Merry Christmas! German theologian, Meister Eckhart
wrote about Christmas, “The birth of Christ in the stable
does us no good unless He is born within ourselves as
well.” That should be the whole purpose of Christmas—
His living presence permanently in our own hearts.
Somehow we as humans have switched that message to
accommodate what we want. If you think about it, Jesus
asks very little from us, only a tiny space at our own inn,
but He gives us so much more. May the joy of this
Christmas season be only the beginning of your journey
with our Lord.

By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high
will break upon us. Luke 1:78

Ms. Shimshock

Catholic Services Appeal
Thank You

Dear Fr. Gallatin:

On behalf of Archbishop Nienstedt, I want to thank you
and your parishioners for your support of the needed work
of the Catholic Services Appeal. This year, 25% of all
donations from your parishioners are returned to your
parish for the greatest needs facing your Church.

Enclosed is a check for $18,047.36. May it help to build
up the Body of Christ in your parish community.

Gratefully,

Mike Halloran
Director of Development and Stewardship

OUR VISION

We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing
parish through our: expressions of faith and

worship, service to one another and the broader
community, welcoming new members, compassion
and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of
God’s gifts and blessings.

OUR MISSION

The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in
Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and heritage,
where we welcome all to celebrate and live

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment

to continue this founding legacy, care for future
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God.
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PASTOR:
Fr. Joseph Gallatin.................ccccooiiii. 651-452-4550
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE:
LiS2 AMOS ....ovviiiieiicc e 651-905-4304
BUSINESS MANAGER:
Mary Jubenville...................coooi 651-905-4307
Heritage Center Rental Information

Mary Jubenville, staff contact .................. 651-905-4307
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/FAITH FORMATION:
Kathy Raible, Director.............ccccccccceeiiinnne. 651-905-4311
Ed Overell, Youth Coordinator..................... 651-905-4312
Beth Newton, Sunday School Coordinator.. 651-905-4313
Rita Holien, Religious Ed Secretary............. 651-905-4318
Religious Education Information Line........... 651-905-4314
MUSIC:
David Dunst, Director of Music .................... 651-905-4323
COMMUNITY LIFE COORDINATOR:
Sara ROGErs........ccooiviiiiiiiiiieiieeeee e, 651-905-4308
OFFICE STAFF:
Geri Korman, Receptionist.......................... 651-452-4550
Darlene Olson, Communications Coord. ..... 651-905-4302
MAINTENANCE:
Tom Deshler ..., 651-905-4322
John Jubenville ..., 651-452-4550
Parish Office:..............................cc.o.... 651-452-4550
Office Hours: ............. 8 am-4 pm Monday through Friday
FaX:. oo 651-456-0646
E-mail:........................ church@stpetersmendota.org
Parish School: Faithful Shepherd S AEPHERT

651-406-4747

3355 Columbia Drive

Eagan, MN 55121 FS
SUNDAY MASSES

Saturday 5 pm

Sunday 9 am and 11 am (all in the Main Church)
WEEKDAY MASSES

(all in the Historic Church)

9 am Monday, Tuesday, \Wednesday,

Thursday and Friday

HOLY DAYS As announced.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturdays 4 to 4:45 pm or by appointment.
BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS
Call the parish office for more information.

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS
Peggy Markee............ccoooviiiiiiiiiic 952-322-6479
E-mail: pmarkee@frontier.com
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