
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.stpetersmendota.org 

PASTOR: 

Fr. Steven Hoffman ...................................... 651-452-4550 

 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: 

Lisa Amos .................................................... 651-905-4304 
 

BUSINESS MANAGER: 

Mary Jubenville ............................................. 651-905-4307 

Heritage Center Rental Information 

        Mary Jubenville, staff contact ................ 651-905-4307 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/FAITH FORMATION: 

Kathy Raible, Director .................................. 651-905-4311 
Ed Overell, Youth Coordinator ..................... 651-905-4312 

Beth Halbert, Sunday School Coordinator ... 651-905-4313 

Religious Education Information Line .......... 651-905-4314 
 

MUSIC and LITURGY: 

David Dunst, Director ................................... 651-905-4323 
 

COMMUNITY LIFE COORDINATOR: 

Sara Rogers .................................................. 651-905-4308 
 

OFFICE STAFF: 

Darlene Olson, Communications Coord. ..... 651-905-4302 

Carolyn Rynders .......................................... 651-452-4550 
 

MAINTENANCE: 

Tom Deshler ................................................. 651-905-4322 

John Raible .................................................. 651-452-4550 
 

Parish Office: ............................................ 651-452-4550 
Office Hours: .............. 8 am-4 pm Monday through Friday 

Fax: ..................................................... 651-456-0646 

E-mail: ......................... church@stpetersmendota.org 
 

Parish School: Faithful Shepherd 

651-406-4747, www.fscsmn.org 

3355 Columbia Drive 

Eagan, MN 55121 
 

SUNDAY MASSES (all in the Main Church) 

Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday 9 am and 11 am  

WEEKDAY MASSES (all in the Historic Church) 

9 am Monday-Friday 

HOLY DAYS As announced. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays 4 to 4:45 pm or by appointment. 
 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS 

Call the parish office for more information. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 

Mary LeClair .................. E-mail: maryleclair62@gmail.com 

or call the parish office at 651-452-4550. 

Church of 

ST. PETER 
MENDOTA 

1405 Highway 13  PO Box 50679  Mendota MN 55150-0679 

December 21, 2014 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
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Reflections from our 

Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation Director 

H onestly, when I think about the concept of 

“faithfulness” in the relationship I have with God, I 

generally focus on how I am being faithful (or not) to 

God. I do not often reflect on God’s faithfulness to me 

and to all His people. And yet, today’s first reading and 

the Gospel are beautiful illustrations of God’s perfect 

faithfulness to us. 

 

In the first reading, King David is concerned about where 

the ark of God is being kept and feels that it is not right 

for it to be “dwelling” in a tent. He is thinking about what 

he can do to show his reverence and faithfulness to God 

by caring for the ark. God, through the prophet Nathan, 

reminds David and all people of God’s faithfulness and 

constant presence to David. God chose David, a mere 

shepherd, to become the leader of Israel. God was with 

David and defeated his enemies so that David could 

become a king. God not only reminds David of His 

unremitting presence and support, but He makes promises 

to David that are ultimately fulfilled in the Gospel. King 

David is promised an heir who will be called the Son of 

God. 

 

When reading today’s Gospel from Luke, I envision 

Mary, a young woman (a girl, really) being visited by the 

angel Gabriel. I can only imagine her fear and confusion 

at the appearance of this angel and the message which he 

delivers. Regardless of her confusion as to how this could 

be, Mary willingly accepts what the angel has told her. 

Not only is this a beautiful narrative of Mary’s perfect 

faithfulness to God but it highlights Mary’s trust in God’s 

faithfulness to her. Although Mary was born without sin, 

she is only human; she must have thought about what 

people, including her fiancé, would think or possibly do 

once they discovered that she was pregnant and, yet, was 

not married. Her trust in God’s love, support and 

faithfulness, gave her the strength and courage to say 

“yes” and proclaim herself God’s servant; she was willing 

to do whatever God asked of her because she knew God 

loved her. It is a magnificent revelation of her strength 

and her humility. The relationship between Mary and God 

is the ideal which we are called to as God’s people. It is a 

perfect expression of our covenant relationship between 

God and people—He is our God and we are His people. 

 

I truly want to be more like Mary. I want to be more 

trusting that God is always there for me and that He is 

always willing to sustain me, especially through difficult 

times. I know I have felt God’s presence through some of  

my most difficult times and challenges, and yet, there 

have been times in my life when I have doubted my 

ability to do something or if I would be able to handle a 

specific hardship. I have come to realize that it was the 

times I had the greatest self doubt that I either chose to 

not trust in God or I didn’t even think to do so because I 

became so focused on what I could do or what I could 

handle that I didn’t allow God to share His presence or 

love with me.  

 

We live in a society that values independence and self-

sufficiency to such a degree that asking for or even 

simply accepting help can be viewed as a weakness. And 

yet, being people of God, we need to accept and believe 

in God’s constant assistance and love. Many of us, myself 

included, have no problem helping others and do not see 

them as being incapable or weak for needing that help. 

However, it is very difficult for me to accept, much less 

ask for, help from others when I am struggling with 

something. I find that I berate myself for being unable to 

do something or for having to depend on someone else. 

When I finally turn to God, it requires both humility and 

strength on my part to ask for and accept that help. One of 

my goals is to come to rely on that help as being a 

spiritually healthy way of life. 

 

I also fear that our experiences of human relationship can 

cause us to doubt even further that there is anyone or 

anything that we can rely on totally and completely. As 

we age, we inevitably experience broken promises, 

deception, and betrayal from people in general and from 

those with whom we are in close relationship. Our own 

bodies can even seem to betray us as we age. These 

incidents can make it that much more difficult to truly 

believe there is someone or something that will never let 

us down. Our concrete and daily experience of human 

relationships will naturally shape our expectations and 

understanding of the concept of “relationship,” which in 

turn has a strong influence on what our expectations of a 

relationship with God can be.  

 

This may partially explain why a child’s faith in God can 

be so beautiful and inspirational. Children have not yet 

developed the cynicism of many adults and they are able 

to view the need for assistance as something good and 

natural, not something for which they should be ashamed. 

They trust that God can and will love them 

unconditionally. Children remain open to God’s help with 

the assurance that relying on someone for help is not a 

sign of personal weakness or incompetence. Although 

they may not be able to put it into these words, children 

are much more likely to approach their relationship with 

God with strength in their beliefs and humility in their 

hearts. 
 

~continued on page 3 
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Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation (RE/FF) 

Elementary and Middle School 
Religious Education 
There will be no grades 1-8 classes on Wednesday, 

December 24 or 31, due to the Christmas break. We will 

resume classes on Wednesday, January 7. Grade 2 will 

not resume classes until January 28.  

 

Sunday School and Liturgy of the 
Word for Children 
There will be no Sunday School or Liturgy of the Word 

for Children on Sunday, December 21, 28, and January 4. 

We will resume both of these programs on Sunday, 

January 11. 

 

First Eucharist Program—Grade 2  
Classes for the First Eucharist Program will begin on 

Wednesday, January 28. Your second grade child should 

have been registered in the Reconciliation Program and 

will therefore be automatically enrolled in the First 

Eucharist Program. Please call Kathy Raible at 651-905-

4311 if you have any questions or concerns.  

 

Workcamp 
Registration for Workcamp 2015 is open! This year we 

will be traveling to Hastings, Michigan from July 18-25. 

Interested in joining us on our annual mission trip? Check 

out www.stpetersworkcamp.org or contact Ed Overell at 

651-905-4312 for more information.  

OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

God’s gifts and blessings.  

 

OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and heritage, 

where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 

generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 

So, as the Advent season of joyfully preparing for the 

birth of Christ comes to a close, I hold Mary and the 

children as the models of faith that I would like to 

emulate. I pray that God will grant me the gifts of 

strength and humility to strengthen the bonds of our 

covenant relationship. I want to open myself more fully 

to God’s unconditional love and believe more deeply in 

the promises He has made to His people. In today’s 

readings, we see the power of God at work in human 

beings—God’s faithful love made real in history. The 

promises made by God to King David were fulfilled; the 

promises God made to Mary were fulfilled. God will 

keep his promises to us—He will come again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Kathy Raible 

Director of Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation 

Confirmation 
Registration for Confirmation preparation will open in 

January for all parishioners currently in 9th grade. 

Information will be mailed to all registered families with 

a ninth grader in their household, and information will be 

available online. If you have any questions, please visit 

the parish website at www.stpetersmendota.org or contact 

Ed Overell at 651-905-4312. 

Christmas Carols 

The choir will be singing Christmas 

carols on Sunday, December 21, at 

two centers that care for the elderly 

nearby. Everyone is welcome to 

come and join in singing to lift the 

spirits of the residents at Lilydale 

Senior Living at 2 p.m., and White Pines Assisted Living 

at 4 p.m. Please consider joining us in bringing the hope 

and light of this Christmas season through songs we all 

know and love. 

January 22, 2015 
 

Please join us at 10:30 a.m. on Thursday, January 22, for 

the Annual Prayer Service for Life with Bishop Lee Piché 

at the Cathedral of Saint Paul, 239 Selby Avenue, Saint 

Paul. This prayer service commemorates the millions of 

lives lost to abortion and the many women and men 

wounded by abortion’s aftermath. Please consider 

carpooling or utilizing buses as parking will be limited 

due to the Red Bull Crashed Ice event. All are invited and 

welcome. 

 

For more information, please contact the Office for 

Marriage, Family & Life at 651-291-4488 or our website 

at www.archspm.org.  

Annual Prayer Service for Life 



St. Peter’s Community News 

Annual Giving 
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Weekly Contribution Summary: 
 

Budget for period of Dec. 8-Dec. 14, 2014 ......... $13,253 

Actual for period of Dec. 8-Dec. 14, 2014 .......... $17,027 

Year to Date Budget .......................................... $367,682 

Year to Date Actual ........................................... $334,045 

Year End Gift Opportunities 

Christmas Envelopes 
We hope that you will maintain your regular weekly 

support along with offering a special Christmas 

contribution.  

 

Automatic Withdrawal—Electronic Funds 

Transfer 

Please consider using our automatic giving program 

through our ACH program. Forms are available in the 

parish office or online. 

 

Stock Contributions 
Appreciated stock is a great way to make a contribution 

AND perhaps maximize your tax benefit. Please contact 

the parish office. 

 

Employer Matching Funds 
You may wish to consult with your employer to 

determine if a matching gift can double the value of your 

contribution to our parish or one of our specific 

ministries. 

 

End of the Year Information 
Parishioners are reminded that all donations must be 

received in the parish office by Wednesday, December 

31, or postmarked by Wednesday, December 31, to be 

included as a 2014 contribution. No exceptions can be 

made. If a stock contribution is to be made, be sure to 

allow enough time for the transaction to be completed. 

Stock transfer instructions are available by calling Mary 

Jubenville at 651-905-4307.  

Hearing and Vision Aids 

Available for Mass 

If you find it hard to hear at Mass or your ability to 
participate is inhibited by difficulty reading the hymnal or 
worship aids, we can help with that. Please see one of our 
friendly ushers and let them know of your need. We have 
hearing devices and magnifiers available for you to use 
while you’re here. Thank you. 

Christmas Mass Times 

Wednesday, December 24, at 4 and 10 p.m. 

 

Thursday, December 25, at 9 and 11 a.m. 

 

Main Church 

Mary, Mother of God 

Mass Times 

Wednesday, December 31, at 4 p.m. 
 

Thursday, January 1, at 10 a.m. 
 

Main Church 

Parish Office Hours 

The parish office will close at 12 noon on 

Wednesday, December 24. We will be closed all day 

on Thursday, December 25, Friday, December 26, 

and Thursday, January 1. 

Women of all ages are invited to the Catholic Women’s 
Conference sponsored by the Office of Evangelization 
and Catechesis in partnership with WINE: Women In the 
New Evangelization on Saturday, February 14, 8 a.m.-2 
p.m. (Doors open at 7 a.m.) 
 
The event features morning coffee, camaraderie, and 
caramel rolls, prayer, engaging keynote talk by Catholic 
author Patty Schneier, inspirational testimony by Nancy 
Jo Sullivan, music from singer-songwriter Vicki 
Kueppers, Reconciliation, Mass celebrated by Bishop 
Andrew Cozzens, lunch, vendors, laughs and sisterhood. 
Cost: $30 per person before January 19, 2015 (Early 
bird); $40 per person after January 19. To register visit 
www.archspm.org keyword: WINE or call 651-291-4411. 

Catholic Women’s Conference 
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The following are the intentions remembered 
by the priest at Mass:  

 Monday, December 22 - †Estelle Knapp 

 Tuesday, December 23 - †Bob Wilhelmy 

 Wednesday, December 24 -  

4 pm - †Cynthia Makens Fearnley 

10 p.m. - †Lyle & †Duane Kahnke 

 Thursday, December 25 -  

9 a.m. - †Deceased Constans Family Members 

11 a.m. - Mass For the People 

 Friday, Dec. 26 - †Woodrow & †Goralene Peterson 

 Saturday, December 27 - †Jess Fontecha 

 Sunday, Dec. 28 - 9 a.m. - †Jeffrey Weiss 

11 a.m. - Mass For the People 

Monday, December 22 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 7 pm Boy Scouts, Ravoux Room 
 

Tuesday, December 23 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

  Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 

  After the 9 am Mass Until 6 pm 

 11 am Mobile Meals 
 

Wednesday, December 24 
Parish Office Closed at 12 Noon 

No 9 am Mass 

 4 pm Mass, Main Church 

 10 pm Mass, Main Church 
 

Thursday, December 25 
Parish Office Closed 
 9 am Mass, Main Church (8:40 rosary) 

 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Teen Al-Anon, Room 6 
 

Friday, December 26 
Parish Office Closed 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, December 27 
 9 and 10:30 am 

  Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 ` 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 

Sunday, December 28—Holy Family 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 

  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 9 am Mass, Main Church 

 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 12 pm Baptism, Main Church 

The Week of December 22 Parish Pastoral Council 

Sarah Larsen, Chair .............................. 612-384-1474 

Lance Miller, Vice-Chair ...................... 952-432-6957 

Alice Sheeler, Secretary ........................ 651-457-8119 

Mary Pat Ferraro ................................... 651-454-1091 

Anne Hallgren ....................................... 651-702-6465 

Paul Hirsch............................................ 651-431-1832 

Maria Schwartz ..................................... 651-452-1796 

Nancy Stanton ....................................... 651-686-9009 

Joseph Towle ........................................ 651-683-9250 

Parish Pastoral Council Voice Mailbox:  

651-905-4309 

Parish Pastoral Council Email: 

ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 
 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio.......................................... 651-452-3587 

Helen Wilkie ......................................... 651-365-1334 

Mass Intentions 

Readings for the 

Week of December 21 

Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Rom 

16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38 

Monday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56 

Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66 

Wednesday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/

Lk 1:67-79 

Thursday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/

Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 

Midnight: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 

Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 

Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-

5, 9-14 

Friday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22 

Saturday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 

Next Sunday: Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3 or Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/

Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19 or  

 Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:22-40 or 

2:22, 39-40 

 

©Liturgical Publications Inc. 
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FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651-406-4747 

www.fscsmn.org 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays 

after the 9 a.m. Mass until 6 p.m. 
  

Matthew 26:40-41—Jesus said to Peter: 

“Could you not watch 

with me one hour? 

Watch and pray.” 
  

For more information please contact 

Jane Vasiliou 

at 651-454-5292 

or 

jvasiliou@comcast.net 

Catholic Single Adults Club 

Christmas Dinner/Dance 

The Catholic Single Adults Club of the Twin Cities 

invites all single Catholics, 21 and older, to join them on 

Saturday, January 10, at the Richfield American Legion. 

A social hour and dinner will begin at 5:30 p.m., dancing 

at 8 p.m. The cost for dinner and dancing is $25; dance 

only is $10. Dinner reservations for a delicious buffet 

meal are required by Monday, December 29. No 

reservation is required for dance-only participants. For 

dinner reservation information, please call Carl at 651-

603-1412 or Greg at 651-636-3508. 

 
 

We believe in the potential 
of every child. 

Learn more about 
Faithful Shepherd Catholic School  

at www.fscsmn.org 

Save the Date! 

January 31, 2015 

Faithful Shepherd's biggest 

fundraiser—The Gala for Giving 

The Stars are Out Tonight Celebration 
  

Please join us for this fabulous and fun event to benefit 

Faithful Shepherd Catholic School. There are several 

ways you can take part in and support the Gala For 

Giving: 

  

∗ Tickets to the event can be purchased online on 

our website, www.fscsmn.org. 

  

∗ Please consider donating an item for our silent 

auction or bid on items at our online auction 

January 21 through January 28 at https://

www.biddingforgood.com.  

  

∗ Monetary donations are appreciated to offset 

event costs and to create auction packages. 

  

For more information about the Gala for Giving event, 

visit the event website at https://fscsmn.ejoinme.org/

g a l a 2 0 1 5  o r  c o n t a c t  B e t h  Du f f y  a t 

mandbduffy@msn.com.  

  

As a special note to FSCS Alumni Parents, plans are also 

underway for a special alumni parent gathering at the 

gala. Please contact Mary Bazal at mbazal@comcast.net 

for more information. 

Men’s Silent Weekend Retreat 
The Joy of the Gospel 

Dates: January 9-11, and/or January 16-18. 

Presented by King’s House Preaching Team. 

Suggested Offering: $150 per person ($30 deposit 

required per person). 

 

Women’s Silent Weekend Retreat 
The Joy of the Gospel 

Date: January 23-25 Presented by King’s House 

Preaching Team. Suggested Offering: $150 per 

person ($30 deposit required per person). 

 

For more information on retreats held at Christ the King 

Retreat Center Call 763-682-1394 or visit their website at 

www.kingshouse.com.  

Christ the King Retreat Center 



380 W. 7th St. 

St. Paul 

bonfesauto.com

 
CAR CARE BY PEOPLE WHO CARE

COMPLETE MECHANICAL REPAIRS

• AWARD WINNING COLLISION REPAIR 

• INSURANCE RECOMMENDED 

651-222-4458

E-Mail: jtallman@4LPi.com
for more information

Home Care 
Solutions

“The Shining Star in Home Care”
RN’s • LPN’s • Live-Ins • Aides

24 Hours A Day 763-231-9000

 Purple, Gold and You!

 Cretin-Derham Hall

 St. Paul, MN 55116

www.c-dh.org • 651-690-2443

Ken Pace - Bob Pace

1247 So. Robert Street

West St. Paul, MN 55118

651-455-9048 • 651-457-3935

Sinclair

We specialize in professional 
bumper to bumper auto care 
& repairs on foreign and 
domestic cars & trucks.

 Like a good neighbor,  

 State Farm is there.®

 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

 Steven J. Stremski, Agent

 20 Thompson Ave. E, Suite 201 • West St. Paul

  (651) 457-6348 • (877) 221-0346 
  www.stevestremski.com

971 Sibley Memorial Hwy.
Direct: (651) 224-4050

pdonohue@mnhomes.com

Specialists

25 Years  

of Service

DWIGHT RABUSE 
ATTORNEY 

Rabuse Law Firm, P.A.

612.843.3333

Rabuselaw.com

White Funeral Homes
 Burnsville & Apple Valley

952-894-5080

www.whitefuneralhomes.com

John White, Parishioner

A P C

D J. B
--

A non-profit perpetual care cemetery 

serving all faiths since 1925.

BILL RASCHER 

MECHANICAL
Plumbing Heating Cooling

Residential & Commercial 
Remodeling - New Construction - Repairs

651-450-6622
www.BillRascherMech.com

Doran-King
Complete Repairing • Domestic &
Import Cars • Light Trucks & Vans

1521 Randolph 651-690-2050

Call Steve Commers 
for Courteous and Professional Service 

SteveCommers@edinarealty.com

                  651-554-3131

 
Auto, Home, Business, 

 & Life Insurance

David P. Kelliher 
Owner/Agent

West Saint Paul, MN 55118

kelliherins@gmail.com

Of ce 651-451-1325

  Cleaners
Dry Cleaning & Laundry Service

984 S. SMITH, W. ST. PAUL, MN 55118

457-2909
Drive-thru window

Heritage Center
Is Available For

Meetings & Parties
Rental Discount For

St. Peter’s Parishioners

Call Mary Jubenville
At The Parish Of"ce

651-452-4550
For Information & Reservations

Max Steininger Inc.
Excavation, Demolition, Earth Retention

Serving Commercial, Municipal, & Industrial Customers 

Since 1968

(651) 454-6620

Klecatsky & Sons 

West Funeral Home

www.klecatskys.com
651-454-9488

West St. Paul and Eagan
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   651-452-1311
Join Us

Saturday & Sunday for 
Breakfast from  
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

1352 Sibley Memorial Hwy • Mendota

print | solutions
Specializing in B2B & Nonprofit Printing & Mailing

Dave Cavallaro  952-469-5933
www.printsolutionsmn.com

1000 S. Concord St. • So. St. Paul, MN 55075 
651-451-1313 • www.furymotors.com

    24/7
Shop

Contact Terry Collins to place an ad today! 

TCollins@4LPi.com or 952-852-4053


