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From the Pastor’s Desk 

L ast Sunday it was a big surprise that the winter storm 

got more and more severe as the hours passed! On Friday 

the newspaper forecast for Sunday was for one to three 

inches of snow, but we had more than ten inches. I know the 

early part of the week was awful for drivers, but the 

landscape is beautiful now. Most people had already 

decided to come to Mass, I think, and were delayed but not 

deterred by the weather. We had 190 people for the 5:00 

Mass on Saturday, 300 on Sunday at 9:00, and exactly 183 

at 11:00, by the ushers’ count. I presume that count was 

taken after dozens of people filtered in during Mass. I hope 

no one did anything risky to be present for Mass, as you can 

consider your obligation lifted if the weather or your health 

prevents you from coming to church. I headed to a penance 

service that Sunday afternoon, and the driving conditions 

were pretty bad. Thanks to all who came to lead 

Confirmation classes (and attend them), and to lead the 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word. 

 

I would like to remind you that our parish penance service is 

coming up on Thursday, December 20 at 7:00 in the 

evening. While some parishes have already had their 

penance services, some neighboring parishes have penance 

services scheduled at these times: 

Sunday, December 16 at 2:00 PM – St. John the Baptist in 

Savage 

Sunday, December 16 at 3:00 PM – Holy Spirit in St. Paul 

Sunday, December 16 at 3:00 PM – St. John Neumann in 

Eagan 

Thursday, December 19 at 7:00 PM – St. Thomas Becket in 

Eagan 

Saturday, December 22 at 9:00 AM – Mary, Mother of the 

Church in Burnsville. 

 

*** 

You have probably heard the term “Roman Catholic 

Church.” You might have the impression that it is the 

official name of the Church to which we belong. But are 

you a “Roman Catholic”? It might surprise you to learn that 

nowhere does our Church refer to herself as the “Roman 

Catholic Church.” I hope you have a copy of the Catechism 

of the Catholic Church somewhere in your house. A quick 

glance at the cover and title page will tell you that it refers 

to the “Catholic Church” and not to the “Roman Catholic 

Church.” If the word “Roman” were in the title, it would be 

too limiting for a Catechism that is meant to be for all 

Catholics. I have come to believe that the term “Roman 

Catholic” was created by members of the Church of 

England to describe Christians who maintain ties to the 

Pope. But we are members of the whole Catholic Church 

first, and more specifically, members of the Latin Rite of 

the Catholic Church. Christianity can be described as an 

umbrella under which there are three groups: the Catholic 

Church, the Orthodox Churches, and the ecclesial  

communities that have their origin in the Protestant 

Reformation. But Christianity can also be described as 

having two main parts, East and West – when Blessed John 

Paul II was Pope he often described these as two “lungs” 

with which Catholics breathe. The Orthodox Churches are 

all Eastern. The Protestant communities are all Western.  

The Catholic Church is a mixture of East and West. There 

are 23 rites of the Catholic Church, and they all recognize 

the authority of the Pope, the Bishop of Rome. One of the 

23 rites is Western, and it is vastly larger than all of the rest.  

That is the Latin Rite (imprecisely known as the “Roman 

Catholic Church”), with a more than a billion members.  

The other 22 rites of the Catholic Church are all Eastern, 

and have a total membership of around 15 million. 

 

The Eastern Catholic Churches are grouped in five different 

traditions: East Syrian (Chaldean), West Syrian 

(Antiochian), Constantinopolitan (Byzantine), Alexandrian, 

and Armenian. Within each tradition are various rites, 

ranging in number of members from 2300 members to 5.3 

million members. In the West Syrian tradition one of these 

rites is the Maronite Church, with 3.1 million members 

worldwide. These are the Christian people of Lebanon, who 

have always maintained their unity with the Bishop of 

Rome (the Pope). Our nearest Catholic neighbor, Holy 

Family Church at Lexington and 110, is a Maronite parish. 

It belongs to the Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon, 

headquartered in St. Louis, in the same way we belong to 

the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis, headquartered 

in St. Paul. In the United States there are around 200,000 

Maronite Catholics, including 110 priests, in 59 parishes 

and 21 missions. Holy Family’s pastor is Abouna (Father) 

Rodrigue Constantin, who was kind enough to share with 

me that the Maronite Divine Liturgy as celebrated in that 

parish is mostly in English, but about 10% is in Aramaic, 

the language Jesus spoke. Latin Rite Catholics like us can 

go there and participate fully in the liturgy, including 

receiving Communion, and it certainly fulfills the obligation 

to participate in Sunday Mass. I am sure some St. Peter’s 

parishioners have done that. We certainly benefit from the 

Maronite people’s hospitality at their festival in the summer 

and at the meatless dinners they serve on Lenten Fridays. I 

wished Abouna Rodrigue a happy Advent before I thought 

to ask whether Maronites observe Advent. They do not. 

They are now in a season that will include the Nativity of 

the Lord, which Maronites observe on December 25 as we 

do, but they do not call the season Advent. 

 

This lesson about our nearest Catholic neighbors was 

prompted by a question someone asked me, as well as a 

chance encounter with someone working at a restaurant who 

asked me where I served as a priest. She knew very well 

where St. Peter’s is because she goes to Holy Family. I hope 

you have enjoyed a chance to think about the universality of 

our beloved Catholic Church, especially as we draw so near 

to Christmas! 
 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 
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FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  
St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 
651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation (RE/FF) 

Christmas Pageant 
Don’t Forget!! Christmas Pageant Dress Rehearsal on 

Saturday, December 22, from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  

Please have children bring their costumes as this is our 

dress rehearsal. Snacks will be served during the last 20 

minutes of rehearsal today.    

Christmas Pageant is on Sunday,  

December 23, after 9:00 Mass. 

 

Elementary and Middle School  
Religious Education 
There will be no grade 1-8 classes on Wednesday, 

December 26 or January 2, due to the Christmas break.  

We will resume classes on Wednesday, January 9. Grade 

2 will not resume classes until January 23. Have a safe 

and blessed holiday. 

 

Sunday School and Liturgy of the 
Word for Children 
There will be no Sunday School or Liturgy of the Word 

for children on Sunday, December 23 or 30. We will 

resume both of these programs on Sunday, January 6. 

 

First Eucharist Program—Grade 2  
Classes for the First Eucharist program will begin on 

Wednesday, January 23. Your second grade child should 

have been registered in the Reconciliation program and 

will therefore be automatically enrolled in the First 

Eucharist program. Please call Kathy Raible at 651-905-

4311 if you have any questions or concerns.  

Christmas Flower Offering 

There are envelopes available on the 

information counter to make a donation for 

Christmas flowers in memory/honor of a 

loved one. All names will be printed in the 

bulletin on December 30/January 6. Be sure 

to indicate who this is in memory/honor of and—if giving 

cash—please put your name on the envelope. All 

envelopes are due in the office by Monday, December 17, 

to meet our bulletin deadline. 

Rediscovering Catholicism 

A Gift for You 

Copies of Matthew Kelly’s “Rediscovering Catholicism” 

will be available for everyone following every Mass on 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. These books, a gift 

from the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis thanks 

to the generosity of its author, will be used for the 

Rediscover initiative in the coming months. Most exciting 

is the opportunity to gather in small book club groups to 

discuss the book beginning in January. If you will be 

attending Christmas Mass at any parish in our 

Archdiocese, you need do nothing; you will receive your 

copy there. If, however, you plan to be travelling, feel 

free to contact our parish office BEFORE DECEMBER 

18 and we can hold a copy for you. After that date, we 

cannot guarantee the availability of this wonderful book. 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Parishioners and friends are 
welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 

 

Matthew 26:40-41—Jesus said to Peter: 
“Could you not watch with me one hour? 

Watch and pray.” 
 

For more information 
please contact Jane Vasiliou at 651-454-5292 or 

jvasiliou@comcast.net. 

Follow and Like us! 
 
Our parish has entered the online networking world! 
We now have an active Facebook account and 
Twitter feed, so please check them out to see what 
is happening in the parish and also to get some 
great Catholic resources. Our Facebook page can 
be found at facebook.com/stpetersmendota and our 
Twitter handle is @StPetersMendota.  

Sincere Sympathy 

St. Peter’s Parish extends its 
sympathy to the family and friends of 
Mercedes Murphy. We invite all to join 

us in praying that God may make her 

sharers in eternal salvation. 



Third Sunday of Advent Page 4 

St. Peter’s Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 12/3/12-12/9/12 .................. $17,575 

Actual for the period of 12/3/12-12/9/12 .............. $18,766 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $390,945 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $344,076 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

www.stpetersmendota.org 

Christmas Envelopes 
We hope that you will maintain your regular weekly 

support along with offering a special Christmas 

contribution.  
 

Automatic Withdrawal—Electronic Funds 

Transfer 

Please consider using our automatic giving program 

through our ACH program. Forms are available in the 

parish office. 
 

Stock Contributions 
Appreciated stock is a great way to make a contribution 

AND perhaps maximize your tax benefit. Please contact 

the parish office. 
 

Employer Matching Funds 
You may wish to consult with your employer to 

determine if a matching gift can double the value of your 

contribution to our parish or one of our specific 

ministries. 
 

“Forward In Faith” Debt Reduction Campaign 
We have created a special debt reduction campaign 

account separate from our regular operating fund. If you 

have not offered your response please complete your 

decision and return it this week.  
 

Need Help Structuring A Contribution?   
Please contact Mary Jubenville (651-905-4307) in our 

parish office. Thank you! 

 

End of the Year Information 
Parishioners are reminded that all donations must be 

received in the parish office by Monday, December 31, or 

postmarked by Monday, December 31, to be included as a 

2012 contribution. No exceptions can be made. If a stock 

contribution is to be made, be sure to allow enough time 

for the transaction to be completed. Stock transfer 

instructions are available by calling Mary at 651-905-

4307.  

Year End Gift Opportunities 

Parish Penance Service 

 

Thursday, December 20 

7 p.m. 

Main Church 

Christmas-Mary, Mother of 

God Mass Times 

Monday, December 24 

Mass celebrated at 4 and 10 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 25 

Mass celebrated at 9 and 11 a.m. 

  

Monday, December 31 

(Mary, Mother of God) 

Mass celebrated at 4 p.m. 

  

Tuesday, January 1 (Mary, Mother of God) 

Mass celebrated at 10 a.m. 

  

ALL MASSES WILL BE CELEBRATED IN 

THE MAIN CHURCH. 

  

In observance of the holidays, the parish office will 

be closed on Monday, December 24, Tuesday, 

December 25, and Tuesday, January 1. 

Save the Date! 

February 16, 2013 
Cana Dinner - A Celebration of Marriage 

 

St. Peter’s annual Cana Dinner in celebration of Marriage 

will be held on Saturday, February 16, beginning with 5 

p.m. Mass and dinner at 7:00. All parishioners are invited 

to attend. Ticket sales will begin in January. 

Do you receive 

The Catholic Spirit 

The Catholic Spirit is the official newspaper of the 

Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis. If you do not 

currently receive this publication, and would like to be 

added to the distribution list or have any questions, call 

D a r l e n e  a t  6 5 1 - 9 0 5 - 4 3 0 2  o r  e m a i l 

dolson@stpetersmendota.org and you will be added to the 

parish list. 
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Monday, December 17 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 6 pm St. Paul Civic Symphony Rehearsal, 

   Heritage Center 

 

Tuesday, December 18 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

  Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 

  After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm 

 9:45 am Women’s Bible Study, Ravoux Room 

 1 pm Faithfully Fit Forever, Ravoux Room 

 6:30 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting, 

  Conference Room I 

 

Wednesday, December 19 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Conference Room I 

 12:30 pm A Community Caring for Life Meeting, 

   Conference Room I 

 4:30 pm Grades 1-5 

 6:30 pm Grades 6-8 

 7 pm Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 

Thursday, December 20 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 

 7 pm Teen Al-Anon Meeting, Room 6 

 7 pm Penance Service, Main Church 

 

Friday, December 21 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 

Saturday, December 22 

 9 and 10:30 am 

   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 

 9:30 pm Pageant Dress Rehearsal, Main Church 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 6 pm Baptism, Main Church 

 

Sunday, December 23—Fourth Sunday of 

Advent 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 10 am Children’s Christmas Pageant, 

   Main Church 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Paul Boller, Chair ................................. 651-994-8566 

Alice Sheeler, Secretary ........................ 651-457-8119 

Joanne Rocco Carter, Vice Chair .......... 651-454-7853 

David Doty............................................ 651-330-2129 

Mary Pat Ferraro ................................... 651-454-1091 

Kelly Garrett ......................................... 651-340-8963 

Ann Hoey .............................................. 651-994-7870 

Yvonne Houle-Gillard .......................... 651-452-5316 

Sarah Larsen ......................................... 612-384-1474 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Voice Mailbox: 

651-905-4309 

Parish Pastoral Council Email: 

ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 
 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio.......................................... 651-452-3587 

Helen Wilkie ......................................... 651-365-1334 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered 
by the priest at Mass:  
 Monday, December 17 - Choice of the Priest 

 Tuesday, December 18 - †Ted Goers 

 Wednesday, December 19 - †John Deshler 

 Thursday, December 20 - Choice of the Priest 

 Friday, December 21 - †George Rabuse 

 Saturday, December 22 - Mass For the People 

 Sunday, December 23 - 9 a.m. - †Jeffrey Weiss 

   11 a.m. - †Bob Wilhelmy 

Readings for the 

Week of December 16 

Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18 

Monday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17 

Tuesday: Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25 

Wednesday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25 

Thursday: Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38 

Friday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Lk 1:39-

45 

Saturday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56 

,ext Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45 
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PASTOR: 
Fr. Joseph Gallatin ....................................... 651-452-4550 

 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: 
Lisa Amos .................................................... 651-905-4304 
 

BUSINESS MANAGER: 
Mary Jubenville ............................................ 651-905-4307 

Heritage Center Rental Information 

   Mary Jubenville, staff contact ................... 651-905-4307 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/FAITH FORMATION: 
Kathy Raible, Director .................................. 651-905-4311 

Ed Overell, Youth Coordinator ..................... 651-905-4312 

Beth Newton, Sunday School Coordinator .. 651-905-4313 

Rita Holien, Religious Ed Secretary............. 651-905-4318 

Religious Education Information Line .......... 651-905-4314 
 

MUSIC: 
David Dunst, Director of Music .................... 651-905-4323 
 

COMMUNITY LIFE COORDINATOR: 
Sara Rogers ................................................. 651-905-4308 
 

OFFICE STAFF: 
Geri Korman, Receptionist ........................... 651-452-4550 

Darlene Olson, Communications Coord. ..... 651-905-4302 

 

MAINTENANCE: 
Tom Deshler ................................................ 651-905-4322 

John Jubenville ............................................ 651-452-4550 
 

Parish Office: ........................................... 651-452-4550 
Office Hours: ............. 8 am-4 pm Monday through Friday 

Fax: .................................................... 651-456-0646 
E-mail: ........................ church@stpetersmendota.org 
 

Parish School: Faithful Shepherd 
651-406-4747 

3355 Columbia Drive 

Eagan, MN 55121 
 

SUNDAY MASSES 
Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday 9 am and 11 am (all in the Main Church) 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
(all in the Historic Church) 

9 am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,  

Thursday and Friday 

 

HOLY DAYS As announced. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays 4 to 4:45 pm or by appointment. 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS 
Call the parish office for more information. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 
Peggy Markee .............................................. 952-322-6479 

 E-mail: pmarkee@frontier.com 

Because of St. Peter’s Bounty Fund, many people have 

benefited from your anonymous financial gifts. The 

Bounty Fund gives us the opportunity to direct 

anonymous financial gifts to those in need in our parish or 

surrounding community. If you wish to contribute to the 

Bounty Fund, please make a check to St. Peter’s and 

direct it to my attention. God bless you for your 

generosity and the sharing of your bounty with our sisters 

and brothers. 
 

Fr. Gallatin 

Bounty Fund 

Bulletin Advertising 

John Kirchner was with us this past week securing 

advertisers for our bulletin. We would like to thank all 

of the advertisers who have renewed their ads for the 

upcoming year and also to all of the new advertisers 

who have generously committed to the bulletin for this 

year. If you would be interested in sponsoring an ad for 

your business or on behalf of your favorite charity/

organization, there is still time. Please contact John 

Kirchner 1-800-678-4574 ext 4029. Keep in mind; our 

advertising sponsors make the bulletin possible 

 

As a reminder, we ask that all of our members utilize 

these wonderful advertisers whenever possible. Please use 

the bulletin as a resource whenever you are in need of 

products or services. Please let them know we truly 

appreciate their loyal support of our bulletin. It is their 

generosity that provides the bulletin at little or no cost to 

our church. 

Christmas Concert at 

Cretin-Derham Hall 

The Cretin-Derham Hall (CDH) Music Department will 

present its annual Christmas Concert on Wednesday, 

December 19, at 7:00 p.m. in the Field House at the 

school, 550 South Albert Street in St. Paul. The CDH 

Choir will join with the CDH Band and present a wide 

variety of music, from traditional carols to contemporary 

masterpieces, and many things in between. The event is 

free and open to the public. For more information, please 

contact the school at 651-690-2443. 
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Commercial/Residential/Remodel 

24 Hour Service
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David P. Kelliher, Owner/Agent
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COMPLETE MECHANICAL REPAIRS

 

 

651-222-4458

Your Friendly
Neighborhood
Meeting Place

Breakfast & Bloody Bar
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857 Hwy 13, Lilydale
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ELECTRIC
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White Funeral Homes
 Burnsville & Apple Valley

952-894-5080

www.whitefuneralhomes.com

John White, Parishioner

Call Steve Commers 
for Courteous and Professional Service 

SteveCommers@edinarealty.com

  Cleaners
Dry Cleaning & Laundry Service

984 S. SMITH, W. ST. PAUL, MN 55118

457-2909
Drive-thru window

Heritage Center
Is Available For

Meetings & Parties
Rental Discount For

St. Peter’s Parishioners

Call Mary Jubenville
At The Parish Of"ce

651-452-4550
For Information & Reservations

 

    24/7
Shop

JOIN US FOR 
SUNDAY BRUNCH 
SERVED FROM 10-2

651-686-4840

1318 SIBLEY MEMORIAL HWY., MENDOTA, MN 55150

Max Steininger Inc.
Excavation, Demolition, Earth Retention

Serving Commercial, Municipal, & Industrial Customers 

Since 1968

(651) 454-6620

Home Care 
Solutions

“The Shining Star in Home Care”

24 Hours A Day 763-231-9000

Jim Nikolai - Parishioner

900 2nd Ave. S., Suite 820, Minneapolis

Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeons

St. Paul Office 
2550 University Ave. W.  

651.645.6429

Mendota Heights Office 
750 Main St.  
651.451.1873

St.Paul Oral Surgery, P.A.

Klecatsky & Sons 

West Funeral Home
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EAGAN
1360 Duckwood Drive

Eagan, MN 55123

(651) 687-0111

Ken Pace - Bob Pace

1247 So. Robert Street

West St. Paul, MN 55118

inclair

  

 

 

 Like a good neighbor,  

 State Farm is there.®

 ®

 Agent

 

   
  www.stevestremski.com

www.rabuselaw.com

Join Us
Saturday & Sunday for 

Breakfast from  
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.



REFLECT ON YESTERDAY – PRAY FOR TOMORROW – COMMIT TODAY

Your decision brings us one step closer to our ambitious goal.

$0

$2,202,625

$1,337,030
(December 11)

FINANCIAL GOAL

FORWARD IN FAITH
2013-2015 debt reduction campaign

CHURCH OF ST. PETER


