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Church of St. Peter

Reflections from our
Music/Liturgy Director

7—he third Sunday of Advent is traditionally known as

“Gaudete Sunday,” or, phrasing it another way, “a Sunday
for Rejoicing.” It is so called because it marks the
approaching end of our Advent task of preparing for the
celebration of Christmas. Incidentally, I’ve been finding
Fr. Steven’s homilies particularly helpful in that very
task.

As much as the nearness of Christmas raises the joyful
expectation of celebration, the reminder of how little time
remains in Advent gives me concern as well. Some years,
because of how little I've accomplished, and some
because even though I’ve made progress, it becomes clear
how much further I still have to go.

In one case, I'm reminded of how little time remains
before the celebration of the great Mystery of the
Incarnation, and I become a bit upset with my spiritual
laziness and the fact that I’ve squandered such a great
opportunity to gain ground in the spiritual journey. It’s
always bitter to reflect on my life and see how little I've
grown in love of neighbor, of spouse, of children, or of all
those to whom God calls me to bear witness.

Also painful to recall are very specific moments of
failure—times when I’ve said something judgmental, or
something ill-conceived that is misunderstood and causes
offense. Most often these are instances that are mine
alone, and no one knows what happened in that
moment—and no one could know what happened in my
heart at that moment. These are moments of guilt, or of
shame that I share only with Jesus, in the inmost quiet of
my own being. Those times I carry to the Confessional,
but I don’t say them—I confessed them long ago and
what remains of those moments are the lessons I learned.

In the other case | mentioned above, my joy on Gaudete
Sunday is tainted because my Advent work has been
fruitful, and I am diligently preparing my heart to receive
its own hope born anew, but because | am in tune with
just how much more work there is to do, I feel time runs
short.

What is to be done then? [ must realize that while I walk
this world, my experience of Advent is a constant. While
we live, the mysteries we celebrate are practice for
eternity and that Christmas here will never be the fullness
of the experience I wish it could be. Complete joy in
Christ is always coming, but not yet arriving.
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There is always, always, always work to be done. There
will be more opportunities for growth and for change—
for repentance, for reflection and learning—as long as |
draw breath. So, amidst the great spiritual work the Lord
has begun in me, he uses moments of celebration to teach
something else.

Christ gives us moments of celebration, or of “Rejoicing”
to prepare us for, and to instill in us, a thirst for heavenly
celebration, eternal rejoicing. In time, all the cares will be
gone, and those moments in which we learn the hard
lessons of love will bear fruit in the eyes of all, most
blessedly and most longed-for in the eyes of our Father.
Such joy takes practice.

I’ve mentioned several times the work of Advent, and
part of that preparatory task is taking on the hard lessons
we learn only by failing. I’ll be taking some of the more
recent ones with me this Thursday, to our parish penance
service. Would you make the important Sacrament of
Penance and Reconciliation a component of your
Christmas preparation too?

David Dunst
Director of Liturgy and Music

Confessions Each Week

All are invited this Advent to come and experience the
healing love of Jesusthrough the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. In addition to the weekly opportunity for
individual confessions on Saturdays from 4:00-4:50 p.m.,
we will also have an All Parish Reconciliation
Service on Thursday, December 18, starting at 6:30 p.m.
in the Main Church. Fr. Steven is also happy to set up
confessions during the week by appointment—please call
651-905-4305.

Christmas Mass Times

Wednesday, December 24, at 4 and 10 p.m.
Thursday, December 25, at 9 and 11 a.m.

Main Church

Mary, Mother of God
Mass Times

Wednesday, December 31, at 4 p.m.
Thursday, January 1, at 10 a.m.

Main Church



Church of St. Peter

Religious Education/
Faith Formation (RE/FF)

Christmas Pageant
Don’t Forget!! Christmas Pageant Dress
Rehearsal is on Saturday, December 20, from
9:30 am. to 11 a.m. Please have children
bring their costumes as this is our dress
rehearsal. Snacks will be served during the
last 20 minutes of rehearsal.
Christmas Pageant is on Sunday, December 21,
after 9:00 Mass.

Elementary and Middle School

Religious Education

There will be no grade 1-8 classes on Wednesday,
December 24 or 31, due to the Christmas break. We will
resume classes on Wednesday, January 7. Grade 2 will
not resume classes until January 28.

Sunday School and Liturgy

of the Word for Children

There will be no Sunday School or Liturgy of the Word
for Children on Sunday, December 21, 28, and January 4.
We will resume both of these programs on Sunday,
January 11.

First Eucharist Program—Grade 2

Classes for the First Eucharist Program will begin on
Wednesday, January 28. Your second grade child should
have been registered in the Reconciliation Program and
will therefore be automatically enrolled in the First
Eucharist Program. Please call Kathy Raible at 651-905-
4311 if you have any questions or concerns.

Youth Group Christmas Party

Tonight (Sunday, December 14) is the —_—
Youth Group Christmas Party! All 8- &\ Chriss, ~
12" grade youth are invited to join us in L Al%ffy i
the Youth Room from 6-8 p.m. There (7=t 74
will be pizza, snacks, Christmas cookies, o
games, and an ugly sweater contest!

Workcamp Bake Sale

Next weekend is the Workcamp Christmas Bake Sale!
You’ll be able to pick up some wonderful Christmas
treats after all Masses while supporting this year’s
Workcamp trip.

Workcamp

Registration for Workcamp 2015 is open! This year we
will be traveling to Hastings, Michigan from July 18-25.
Interested in joining us on our annual mission trip? Check
out or contact Ed Overell at
651-905-4312 for more information.
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Parish Reconciliation Service

Thursday, December 18
6:30 p.m.
Main Church

Parish Office Hours

The parish office will close at 12 noon on
Wednesday, December 24. \We will be closed all day
on Thursday, December 25, Friday, December 26,
and Thursday, January 1.

Christmas Pies

Perkins holiday pie orders may be taken
until Thursday, December 18. St. Peter’s
will receive $3 for every pie ordered. To
place your order call Pat Peterson at 651-
452-2833.

Hearing and Vision Aids
Available for Mass

If you find it hard to hear at Mass or your ability to
participate is inhibited by difficulty reading the hymnal or
worship aids, we can help with that. Please see one of our
friendly ushers and let them know of your need. We have
hearing devices and magnifiers available for you to use
while you’re here. Thank you.

Eucharistic Adoration

Parishioners and friends are
welcome for private prayer before the
Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church
on Tuesdays
after the 9 a.m. Mass until 6 p.m.

Matthew 26:40-41—Jesus said to Peter:
“Could you not watch
with me one hour?
Watch and pray.”

For more information please contact
Jane Vasiliou
at 651-454-5292
or

Come as a Guest
Leave as a Friend



Third Sunday of Advent

St. Peter’s Community News

Annual Giving

Weekly Contribution Summary:

Budget for period of Dec. 1-Dec. 7, 2014 ........... $19,053
Actual for period of Dec. 1-Dec. 7, 2014 ............ $17,513
Year to Date Budget.........cooocveviieieieiiiieiiennn, $354,429
Year to Date Actual ..........ccooeoviioiieiiieeeee $317,018

Year End Gift Opportunities

Christmas Envelopes

We hope that you will maintain your regular weekly
support along with offering a special Christmas
contribution.

Automatic Withdrawal—Electronic Funds
Transfer

Please consider using our automatic giving program
through our ACH program. Forms are available in the
parish office or online.

Stock Contributions

Appreciated stock is a great way to make a contribution
AND perhaps maximize your tax benefit. Please contact
the parish office.

Employer Matching Funds

You may wish to consult with your employer to
determine if a matching gift can double the value of your
contribution to our parish or one of our specific
ministries.

End of the Year Information

Parishioners are reminded that all donations must be
received in the parish office by Wednesday, December
31, or postmarked by Wednesday, December 31, to be
included as a 2014 contribution. No exceptions can be
made. If a stock contribution is to be made, be sure to
allow enough time for the transaction to be completed.
Stock transfer instructions are available by calling Mary
Jubenville at 651-905-4307.
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Support Religious Communities

“Your generous contribution helps us to care for our
retired sisters and enables our younger sisters to continue
in active ministry,” writes a religious sister. Your gift to
today’s collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious
provides vital support for the retirement needs of senior
sisters, brothers, and religious order priests. It also helps
ensure that younger members can continue the good works
of their elders!

Christmas Flowers

We are now accepting donations for
Christmas flowers in memory or honor of a
loved one. If you would like to make a
donation, pick up an envelope on the
information counter or in the parish office
and return it through Sunday collections or
to the parish office by Monday, December 15. All names
will be listed in our Christmas bulletin.

Christmas Carols
The choir will be singing Christmas

Car’é"),w carols on Sunday, December 21, at

\k? ' \ two centers that care for the elderly
nearby. Everyone is welcome to come
T]’llj and join in singing to lift the spirits of
the residents at Lilydale Senior Living
at 2 p.m., and White Pines Assisted Living at 4 p.m.
Please consider joining us in bringing the hope and light
of this Christmas season through songs we all know and
love.

Join us on Tuesday, December 16, 6:30 p.m., in
Heritage Center for a presentation by Dr. Frank
Pilney regarding his mission work in Peru.

A free will offering will be taken for our building
fund.

VISIT OUR

WEBSITE AT
www.stpetersmendota.org

Save the Date!

February 14, 2015

Cana Dinner - A Celebration
of Marriage

St. Peter’s annual Cana Dinner in celebration of marriage
will be held on Saturday, February 14, beginning with 5
p.m. Mass and dinner at 7 p.m. All parishioners are
invited to attend. Ticket sales will begin January 24.
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The Week of December 15

Monday, December 15

9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
6 pm St. Paul Civic Symphony,

Heritage Center
7 pm Boy Scouts, Ravoux Room

Tuesday, December 16

9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament
After the 9 am Mass Until 6 pm

9:45am  Women’s Bible Study,
Conference Room I, Ravoux Room

6:30 pm  Parish Pastoral Council Meeting,
Conference Room I

6:30 pm  Peruvian Talk, Heritage Center

Wednesday, December 17
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
9:45am  Divine Mercy Cenacle, Ravoux Room
4:30 pm  Grades 1-5
6:30 pm  Choir, Music Room
6:30 pm  Grades 1-8

Thursday, December 18
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
6:30 pm A Community Caring for Life Meeting,
Conference Room I
6:30 pm  Advent Reconciliation Service,

Main Church
7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5
7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7
7 pm Fr. Adrian’s Bible Study, Heritage Center
7 pm Teen Al-Anon, Room 6
Friday, December 19
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
6 pm Boy Scout Sleep Over

Saturday, December 20
9 and 10:30 am
Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4

9 am Christmas Pageant Rehearsal,
Main Church
10 am Scripture Study, Conference Room I
4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church
4:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
5 pm Mass, Main Church
After Mass:
Workcamp Bake Sale

Sunday, December 21—Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:30 & 10:30 am
Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
9 am Mass, Main Church
9&11 am Liturgy of the Word for Children
10 am Christmas Pageant, Main Church
11 am Mass, Main Church
After Masses:
Workcamp Bake Sale
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Parish Pastoral Council

Sarah Larsen, Chair .........ccccoovvvveeennnnn. 612-384-1474
Lance Miller, Vice-Chair...................... 952-432-6957
Alice Sheeler, Secretary............ccc....... 651-457-8119
Mary Pat Ferraro.........ccooceeveeneeniennenns 651-454-1091
Anne Hallgren...........cccoovvevienienieennnnnn, 651-702-6465
Paul Hirsch.......ccccooeviiieiiiiiiccee 651-431-1832
Maria Schwartz...........ccceeeveeeeveenveennen. 651-452-1796
Nancy Stanton........ccccceveevveereerienienne. 651-686-9009
Joseph Towle ......ccoovveiieiiiiiciieie, 651-683-9250

Parish Pastoral Council Voice Mailbox:
651-905-4309
Parish Pastoral Council Email:

Trustees:
JIM OriCChIO..ueeeeeeieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeea 651-452-3587
Helen WilKi€..ooovveeeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeen, 651-365-1334

Readings for the
Week of December 14

Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn
1:6-8, 19-28
Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Mt 21:23-27

Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17

Thursday: Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25

Friday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/L.k 1:5-25

Saturday: Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38

Next Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Rom
16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38

©Liturgical Publications Inc.

Mass Intentions

The following are the intentions remembered
by the priest at Mass:
Monday, December 15 - 7Bob O’Neill

Tuesday, December 16 - tMarcy Jones
Wednesday, December 17 - ¥Ruth Levens
Thursday, December 18 - TTom Pahl
Friday, December 19 - +Don & T Alan Burke
Saturday, December 20 - TJoel & 7Elsie Burke
Sunday, Dec. 21 - 9 a.m. - TDeceased Chapdelaine
Family Members
11 a.m. - Mass For the People



Third Sunday of Advent

“Keep Christ in Christmas”

The Faithful Shepherd Knights of Columbus are again
hosting a “Keep Christ in Christmas™ contest. To enter,
draw a Christmas scene on the coloring sheet which is
available on the Information Counter in the Gathering
Space or by visiting . Return the
sheet to the marked box in the Gathering Space.
Prizes will be awarded to the best drawings by age group.
The deadline to enter is Sunday, December 14.

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121
651-406-4747,

Save the Date!

January 31, 2015

Faithful Shepherd's biggest

fundraiser—The Gala for Giving
The Stars are Out Tonight Celebration

Please join us for this fabulous and fun event to benefit
Faithful Shepherd Catholic School. There are several
ways you can take part in and support the Gala For
Giving:

*  Tickets to the event can be purchased online on
our website,

*  Please consider donating an item for our silent
auction or bid on items at our online auction
January 21 through January 28 at

*  Monetary donations are appreciated to offset
event costs and to create auction packages.

For more information about the Gala for Giving event,
visit the event website at
or contact

Beth Duffy at

As a special note to FSCS Alumni Parents, plans are also
underway for a special alumni parent gathering at the
gala. Please contact Mary Bazal at

for more information.
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PASTOR:
Fr. Steven Hoffman................cooovvvvveviniinn. 651-452-4550
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE:
LisSa AMOS ... 651-905-4304
BUSINESS MANAGER:
Mary Jubenville ..............cccoii 651-905-4307
Heritage Center Rental Information

Mary Jubenville, staff contact................... 651-905-4307
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/FAITH FORMATION:
Kathy Raible, Director ...............ccccceeeviie.. 651-905-4311
Ed Overell, Youth Coordinator..................... 651-905-4312
Beth Halbert, Sunday School Coordinator...651-905-4313
Religious Education Information Line .......... 651-905-4314
MUSIC/LITURGY:
David Dunst, Director.............c..oooooooviienn... 651-905-4323
COMMUNITY LIFE COORDINATOR:
Sara ROGers ........coooovviiiiiiiiiiee 651-905-4308

OFFICE STAFF:
Darlene Olson, Communications Coord. ..... 651-905-4302

Carolyn Rynders, Receptionist ................... 651-452-4550
MAINTENANCE:

Tom Deshler.................... 651-905-4322
JohnRaible ... 651-452-4550
Parish Office .......................cccccoi 651-452-4550
Office Hours................ 8 am-4 pm Monday through Friday
FaX ..o 651-456-0646
E-mail:............................

Parish School: Faithful Shepherd SHEPHERD
651-406-4747 Catholic, School

3355 Columbia Drive
Eagan, MN 55121 FS
SUNDAY MASSES

(all in the Main Church)

Saturday 5 pm

Sunday 9 am and 11 am

WEEKDAY MASSES

(all in the Historic Church)

9 am Monday-Friday

HOLY DAYS As announced.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturdays 4 to 4:45 pm or by appointment.

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS
Call the parish office for more information.

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS
Mary LeClair................. E-mail:
or call the parish office at 651-452-4550.
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Excavation, Demolition, Earth Retention
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Since 1968
(651) 454-6620
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BILL RASCHER
MECHANICAL

PLUMBING HEATING COOLING
Residential & Commercial
Remodeling - New Construction - Repairs

651-450-6622

www.BillRascherMech.com

SeekAndFind.com

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.”
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service:

"' | Steven J. Stremski, Agent

20 Thompson Ave. E, Suite 201 » West St. Paul

(651) 457-6348 + (877) 2210346

www.stevestremski.com
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with Dale Bachmeier &

~ Dr. Frank Pilney ~

Frank has visited Peru for

35 years
on medical missions.

Join us as they share their experiences.

Tuesday, December 16
6:30pm

Heritage Center

Sponsored by St. Peter’s Council of Catholic Women.

Free Will offerings will be accepted to help reduce St. Peter’s debt.




