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From the Pastor’s Desk

7 thought you might be interested to know that last
week I closed out the First Sunday of Advent by doing
something that [ hadn’t done in 25 years: [ went to a roller
skating rink. I am not joking. A friend of mine from a
parish where I once served as a priest has always been
involved in roller skating, and he rented out Saints North
near Maplewood Mall to throw a party for everybody he
could think to invite. He even had me invite my parents
and siblings and nieces and nephews, and most of them
came. | was strongly tempted simply to sit and cheer
everybody on, but I indeed put on roller skates and went
around for a while. The music from the 1980s brought me
back to grade school and high school days! Yes, I did fall
— it was not very graceful, but caused no serious damage.
I wonder what it would have been like if I had been on
inline skates? Anyway, the youngest of my relatives who
attended was my 18-month old nephew Otto, who
watched the action, mesmerized by the flashing lights and
the loud music. He is much too young to skate, but when
he saw his cousin’s skate sitting near him, he picked it up
and started tugging at the Velcro strap on his own little
shoe. It seemed he didn’t want to be left out! Anyway, it
was a fun thing to do — very retro. The owners must be
faithful people, too, because the rink’s Christmas
decorations even include a lighted Nativity scene. Since
so few businesses dare to display religious items, maybe
you’d like to support Saints North.

skskosk

A much more serious topic in this holy season is the
tension that recently erupted in the Holy Land. My trips to
Israel that began with a semester there when | was in the
seminary have led me to have quite an attachment to the
land where Jesus walked. Its beauty and its religious
significance make it especially tragic that it is so unstable
politically. The Holy Land has always been a crossroads
of cultures and nations, and its position geographically as
the land that connects Asia to Africa has placed it in the
path of invading armies. But it would be a mistake to
claim that the Israelis and the Palestinians “have always
been fighting,” as | so often hear. The small population of
Jews who had always lived in the part of the Ottoman
Empire that later became Israel lived among the Muslim
Arabs and Christian Arabs, and spoke Arabic themselves.
To my knowledge there was no hostility among those
different ethnic groups through the 1800s. It was when
significant numbers of European Jews began heading for
the Holy Land just before 1900 that tensions began. Arabs
became uncomfortable about the amount of land being
purchased by Jews who had left Europe after deciding
that there could be no future for the Jewish people on the
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continent that had brought them so much persecution
through the centuries. (They would not have known that
in a few decades the German leadership would bring
about the worst kind of persecution imaginable.)

It was only in the early years of the 20" Century that
conflicts broke out between Jews and Arabs. Later, the
proclamation of the State of Israel in 1948 led to its
invasion by Arab armies from the surrounding countries.
The Israelis held their land and even gained territory in
that war and the many wars that have followed. I have
great sympathy for the Israelis, and at the same time
acknowledge the injustice of the fact that many innocent
Arabs, both Christian and Muslim, lost their homes and
land as a result of the conflict. History chose the partition
of the land and separate communities for Jews and Arabs
rather than a mixture of people living in harmony, and
each side can point accusing fingers at the other to assign
blame. But that partition led to the entity known as the
Gaza Strip, populated by Arabs. Israel decided to end its
occupation of the Gaza Strip several years ago, and once
it withdrew some of the residents of the Gaza Strip began
firing missiles into nearby Israeli towns and cities. Last
month’s conflict was a renewal of that tactic, except for
that now the Arabs in Gaza have more advanced missiles
that can reach both Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. We need to
pray for peace.

The Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern
World, Gaudium et Spes, was issued by the Fathers of the
Second Vatican Council just as the Council was ending in
1965. In it the world’s bishops famously state, “Peace is
not merely the absence of war... Instead it is rightly and
appropriately called an enterprise of justice” (GS 78).
They say that because human will is wounded by sin,
peace calls for us to master our passions and to respect the
dignity of all members of the human race. Gaudium et
Spes goes on to say:
That earthly peace which arises from love of
neighbor symbolizes and results from the peace
of Christ which radiates from God the Father. For
by the cross the incarnate Son, the prince of peace
reconciled all men with God. By thus restoring all
men to the unity of one people and one body, he
slew hatred in his own flesh; and, after being
lifted on high by his resurrection, he poured forth
the spirit of love into the hearts of men. For this
reason, all Christians are urgently summoned to
do in love what the truth requires, and to join with
all true peacemakers in pleading for peace and
bringing it about.
As we continue to progress through Advent, let us pray
that the peace Jesus brings will fill the hearts of all
people.

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin
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Religious Education/
Faith Formation (RE/FF)

Christmas Pageant

Don’t Forget!! We have our second Christmas Pageant
rehearsal on Saturday, December 15, from 9:30 to
10:30 a.m. Please have children there on time. We will be
meeting in the main worship space. If you have any
questions, call Kathy Raible at 651-905-4311.

Grade 1 and 2 Religious Education Classes

On Wednesday, December 12, the lesson for children in
grades 1 and 2 will be from the Netsmartz program which
is in accordance with the Bishop’s charter on the
Protection of God’s Children. Please try to have your
children at class. Grade 2 children who are in Catholic
schools do NOT need to attend this class because they
receive these lessons at their schools.

Christmas Flower Offering

255 There are envelopes available on the
%ﬁ information counter to make a donation for
ﬁ Christmas flowers in memory/honor of a
,V\ | loved one. All names will be printed in the
bulletin on December 30/January 6. Be sure
to indicate who this is in memory/honor of and—if giving
cash—please put your name on the envelope. All
envelopes are due in the office by Monday, December 17,
to meet our bulletin deadline.

#*

let Tt Showy
DVD Players Needed

Do you have a DVD player you have been meaning to get
rid of but finding a recycler seems like a hassle? If so,
please call the office because we are in need of two DVD
players. Thank you!

“Keep Christ in Christmas”
Poster Contest

Does your child know why we celebrate Christmas? The
Faithful Shepherd Knights of Columbus will be hosting a
“Keep Christ in Christmas” poster contest. Please submit
all entries by Friday afternoon, December 14. Contest
winners and all contestants will receive a gift on
December 15 and 16 in Heritage Center. To enter, please
see the contest rules posted in the coat room or the
classroom hallway on the lower level.
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Pastoral Ministry

Evening Bible Study Information Session

Are you interested in learning about Scripture and
nurturing your own personal relationship with Christ?
Please join other interested parishioners on Thursday,
December 13, at 7 p.m. in the Family Room to hear more
about this exciting opportunity. This study group will
meet regularly in the evening to make participation
convenient for everyone. Attend the session and talk with
Kirsten Staloch, our group leader, and then decide
whether this is just the opportunity you’ve been looking
for. For more information, contact Lisa Amos at 651-905-
4304 or lamos(@stpetersmendota.org

Parish Penance Service

Thursday, December 20
7 p.m.
Main Church

Christmas-Mary, Mother of
God Mass Times

Monday, December 24
Mass celebrated at 4 and 10 p.m.
Tuesday, December 25
Mass celebrated at 9 and 11 a.m.

Monday, December 31
(Mary, Mother of God)
Mass celebrated at 4 p.m.

Tuesday, January 1 (Mary, Mother of God)
Mass celebrated at 10 a.m.

ALL MASSES WILL BE CELEBRATED IN
THE MAIN CHURCH.

In observance of the holidays, the parish office will
be closed on Monday, December 24, Tuesday,
December 25, and Tuesday, January 1.

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER

St. John Neumann,

St. Peter,

St. Thomas Becket

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121
651-406-4747, www.fscsmn.org
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St. Peter’s Community News

Annual Giving
Weekly Contribution Summary

Budget for the period 11/26/12-12/2/12 ................ $12,765
Actual for the period 11/26/12-12/2/12 ................. $13,062
Year-to-Date Budget...........cocoecevineineniniinnen. $373,370
Year-to-Date Actual...........cccooovveeieeveieeeeen. $325,310

Year End Gift Opportunities

Christmas Envelopes

We hope that you will maintain your regular weekly
support along with offering a special Christmas
contribution.

Automatic Withdrawal—Electronic Funds
Transfer

Please consider using our automatic giving program
through our ACH program. Forms are available in the
parish office.

Stock Contributions

Appreciated stock is a great way to make a contribution
AND perhaps maximize your tax benefit. Please contact
the parish office.

Employer Matching Funds

You may wish to consult with your employer to
determine if a matching gift can double the value of your
contribution to our parish or one of our specific
ministries.

“Forward In Faith” Debt Reduction Campaign
We have created a special debt reduction campaign
account separate from our regular operating fund. If you
have not offered your response please complete your
decision and return it this week.

Need Help Structuring A Contribution?
Please contact Mary Jubenville (651-905-4307) in our
parish office. Thank you!

End of the Year Information

Parishioners are reminded that all donations must be
received in the parish office by Monday, December 31, or
postmarked by Monday, December 31, to be included as
a 2012 contribution. No exceptions can be made. If a
stock contribution is to be made, be sure to allow enough
time for the transaction to be completed. Stock transfer
instructions are available by calling Mary at 651-905-
4307.

Come as a Guest
Leave as a Friend
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St. Peter’s Reaches Out

Retirement Fund for Religious Collection

This Weekend

Give to those who have given a lifetime. Senior Catholic
sisters, brothers, and religious order priests worked for
many years for little, if any, pay. Their sacrifices now
leave their religious communities without adequate
savings for retirement. Your gift to today’s second
collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious helps to
provide prescription medications, nursing care, and more
for thousands of elderly religious. Please be generous.

Neighbors Thank You

Our sincere thank you for the generous
donation of 169 pounds of food you made
to us during October.

kv
;fea"‘gﬁbor!

Many of your neighbors will benefit from these gifts from
your heart.

Sincerely,
Neighbors Inc. Staff and Volunteers

Council of Catholic Women
(CCW) Board Meeting

St. Peter’s Council of Catholic Women Board will meet
on Wednesday, December 12, 1:30 p.m. in Conference
Room I. All women of the parish are invited to attend.

Faithful Shepherd Catholic
School Christmas Concerts

Faithful Shepherd Catholic School is inviting all
parishioners to school for their Annual Christmas
Concerts:

e Tuesday, December 11: Choir and Band Concert
(combined) at 6:30 p.m.

e Thursday, December 13: Kindergarten
Christmas Concert at 6:15 p.m.; First and Second
Grade Christmas Concert at 7 p.m.

e Tuesday, December 18: Third and Fifth Grade
Christmas Concert at 6:15 p.m.; Fourth Grade
Christmas Concert at 7:15 p.m.

Please join us for an evening of Christmas music and
song! Please call 651-406-4747 for more information/
directions.
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The Next Week

Monday, December 10
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
6 pm St. Paul Civic Symphony Practice,
Heritage Center

Tuesday, December 11
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament
After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm
9:45am  Women'’s Bible Study, Ravoux Room
1 pm Faithfully Fit forever, Ravoux Room
7 pm Stewardship Committee,
Conference Room I

Wednesday, December 12

Sharing & Caring Hands
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
9:45am  Divine Mercy Cenacle, Conference Room I
1:30 pm  Council of Catholic Women Board

Meeting, Conference Room I

4:30 pm  Grades 1-5
6:30 pm  Grades 1-8

7 pm Choir Rehearsal, Main Church
Thursday, December 13

9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)

7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5

7 pm Al-Anon Meeting, Room 7

7 pm Teen Al-Anon Meeting, Room 6

7 pm Bible Study Information Session,

Family Room
7 pm Finance Team, Conference Room III

Friday, December 14
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)

Saturday, December 15
9 and 10:30 am
Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4
9:30 am  Pageant Rehearsal, Main Church

10 am Scripture Study, Community Room
3 pm Moms’ Group

4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church
4:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal

5 pm Mass, Main Church

After Mass:

Workcamp Bake Sale

Sunday, December 16—Third Sunday of Advent
8:30 & 10:30 am
Choir Rehearsal, Main Church
9 & 11 am Liturgy of the Word for Children
9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church

9 am Sunday School
10 am Confirmation Class
After Masses:

Workcamp Bake Sale
6:30 pm  Youth Group Christmas Party




Church of St. Peter page 5b

Parish Pastoral Council

Paul Boller, Chair .......cccccccovvvvviviinnnnnns 651-994-8566
Alice Sheeler, Secretary............ccuen...... 651-457-8119
Joanne Rocco Carter, Vice Chair.......... 651-454-7853
David Doty.....cooeveeeieieieieeeeeee 651-330-2129
Mary Pat Ferraro..........ccoeceeevieenneennne. 651-454-1091
Kelly Garrett......cccoeovevevienenenieee 651-340-8963
AnNn HOBY .....ooviiiiiiiiiiiiciicicic, 651-994-7870
Yvonne Houle-Gillard .......................... 651-452-5316
Sarah Larsen .........cccccooovviveeieeiineeeennn 612-384-1474

Parish Pastoral Council Voice Mailbox:
651-905-4309
Parish Pastoral Council Email:
ParishPastoralCouncil(@stpetersmendota.org

Trustees:
Jim OricChiO.....oovviieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieieeeeee 651-452-3587
Helen WilKi€.........ooovveviiiiiiiiiiiinn 651-365-1334

Readings for the
Week of December 9

Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6

Monday: Is 35:1-10/Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Mt 18:12-14

Wednesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a,
10ab/Lk 1:26-38 or 1:39-47

Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Mt 11:11-15

Friday: Is 48:17-19/Mt 11:16-19

Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Mt 17:9a, 10-13

Next Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18

©Liturgical Publications Inc.

Mass Intentions

The following are the intentions remembered
by the priest at Mass:
Monday, December 10 - T Terry Hare Gothmann

Tuesday, December 11 - $Suzanne Carnegie

Wednesday, December 12 - $+Bob O’Neill

Thursday, December 13 - +Kelley Norman

Friday, December 14 - +John Piccirillo

Saturday, December 15 - 7Bob O’Neill

Sunday, Dec. 16 - 9 a.m. - Mass For the People
11 a.m. - TTom Pahl
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FORWARD IN FAITH

2013-2015 DEBT REDUCTION CAMPAIGN
CHURCH OF ST. PETER

Gentle Reminder

Your financial support will have an important impact on
our ability to reach the $2,202,625 goal. If you have not
returned your decision, commitment packets can be found
in the back of the Historic Church, the Gathering Space
and the parish office. Please take a few moments to
complete the commitment card, seal it in the confidential
envelope, return it by mail, deliver it to the parish office,
or place it in the collection basket next weekend. Thank
you!

Fr. Joseph Gallatin Jim Oricchio Helen Wilkie
Pastor Parish Parish
Trustee Trustee

Moms’ Group

The next Moms’ Group gathering will be this coming
Saturday, December 15, from 3 to 4:30 at Fischerville
Coffee, located on Dodd Road about a quarter of a mile
south of Hwy 110. Moms of any age are welcome! We
will be enjoying coffee as well as spiritual discussion and
fellowship. If you would like more information, please
contact Kelly Garrett at kelly(@ekcetera.com or 651-340-
8963.

Welcome, New Parishioners!

The Church of St. Peter would like to extend
a warm welcome to our newly registered
parishioners:

Y §
t

Weteome.

James & Emily Schnick and family
Emily Seefeld
Johnson Yang

We are excited to have
you join our faith community!

Save the Date!

February 16, 2013
Cana Dinner - A Celebration of Marriage

St. Peter’s annual Cana Dinner in celebration of Marriage
will be held on Saturday, February 16, beginning with 5
p.m. Mass and dinner at 7:00. All parishioners are invited
to attend. Ticket sales will begin in January.
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Eucharistic Adoration

Parishioners and friends are
welcome for private prayer before the
Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass

Matthew 26:40-41—Jesus said to Peter:
“Could you not watch with me one hour?
Watch and pray.”

For more information
please contact Jane Vasiliou at 651-454-5292 or
jvasiliou@comcast.net.

Christmas Concert at
Cretin-Derham Hall

The Cretin-Derham Hall (CDH) Music Department will
present its annual Christmas Concert on Wednesday,
December 19, at 7:00 p.m. in the Field House at the
school, 550 South Albert Street in St. Paul. The CDH
Choir will join with the CDH Band and present a wide
variety of music, from traditional carols to contemporary
masterpieces, and many things in between. The event is
free and open to the public. For more information, please
contact the school at 651-690-2443.

Catholic Single Adults Club
Annual Christmas
Dinner/Dance

The Catholic Single Adults Club of the Twin Cities
invites all single Catholics, 21 and older, to join them on
Saturday, January 5, for the annual Christmas dinner and
dance. A social hour and dinner will begin at 5:30 p.m.,
dancing at 8 p.m. The cost for dinner and dancing is $20.
Dinner reservations for a delicious family-style meal at
David Fong’s Restaurant are required by Thursday,
December 27. No reservation is required for dance-only
participants. For dinner reservation information, please
call Carl at 651-603-14412.

Give Yourself the Gift of
Healing This Christmas

If you or someone you love is suffering from a past
abortion experience, come and experience the healing
love of Jesus Christ on our weekend retreat. The next
Rachel’s Vineyard Twin Cities retreat is January 11-13,
2013. For more information contact Nancy at rvr-
nancy(@usfamily.net or call 763-250-9313. Also see
www.rachelsvineyard.org.
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