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SUNDAY MASSES (all in the Main Church) 

Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday 9 am and 11 am  

WEEKDAY MASSES (all in the Historic Church) 

9 am Monday-Friday 

HOLY DAYS As announced. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Fridays, 8 to 8:45 am and Saturdays 3:30 to 4:45 pm 

and also any time by appointment. 
 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS 

Call the parish office for more information. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 

Mary LeClair . E-mail: maryleclair62@gmail.com or call the 

parish office at 651-452-4550. 

Church of 

ST. PETER 
MENDOTA 

1405 Highway 13  PO Box 50679  Mendota MN 55150-0679 

August 28, 2016 
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

God’s gifts and blessings.  

 

OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and 

heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 

generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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We may be tempted to feel complacent about today’s 
Gospel reading. After all, in today’s American society, 
haven’t we done away with the ranking and caste system 
that Jesus speaks about during the Sabbath dinner at the 
home of the Pharisee? We would especially want to 
believe this of our Western churches, wouldn’t we? If I 
am honest, however, after a decade of working in the 
church, and a lifetime of being a Catholic Christian, I 
have to admit that social distinctions do matter too often 
in our communities. 
While we may no longer seat those with the highest social 
ranking in the front pews while corralling all others 
further back, we do hold onto a few notions about who 
belongs and who doesn’t. We make judgments about how 
deserving we and others are of special considerations and 
privileges, based on things like donations of money or 
how many years or generations our families have 
worshipped here. We use words like “member” to 
describe those officially affiliated with our parish. This 
term is in itself tricky, and we need to be cautious in our 
understanding of it. To determine that someone with 
membership is somehow more worthy, or to treat our 
communities as exclusive clubs is counter to all that Jesus 
teaches. 
Jesus calls for inclusion of those who have nothing to 
give in return: “the poor, the crippled, the lame and the 
blind” (Luke 14:13). The poor, the blind and all those 
who are similarly afflicted are explicitly mentioned earlier 
in Luke (4:18) as to be recipients of Jesus’ ministry. 
What does this mean for our Christian communities? In 
last week’s article, David Dunst spoke of the works of 
mercy and the need to let go of our ideas that they are 
reserved for those such as Blessed Mother Theresa or 
other such exalted people. Once we are able to move 
beyond such misunderstanding, we then must take it yet a 
step further. We must open our hearts to the very real 
command of Jesus to live out a counter-cultural value of 
radical inclusion for the most marginalized. 
I realize this challenges us deeply. It can be 
uncomfortable. It should be uncomfortable, because then 
we can be confident that we are reaching beyond 
ourselves and our own mistaken, albeit often unconscious, 
determinations about who merits our ministry. 
In The Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis gives voice to this 
same wisdom. He writes, “We may not always be able to 
reflect adequately the beauty of the Gospel, but there is 
one sign which we should never lack: the option for those 
who are least, those whom society discards.” (195) He 
goes on, “Sometimes we prove hard of heart and mind; 
we are forgetful, distracted and carried away by the 
limitless possibilities for consumption and distraction 

Reflections from  

our Pastoral Associate 

offered by contemporary society.” (196) I believe this is 
true in particular ways inside of parishes. Here at St. 
Peter’s, like in almost every modern Catholic parish in 
Western society, we are blessed with a great richness of 
activity and opportunities. This is by no means a bad way 
for a parish to be. In fact, it can be wonderful for building 
up a community of disciples. What we must be careful to 
avoid is allowing all of that to overshadow our real 
purpose, which is the evangelization of the joy that is 
Jesus’ Gospel to everyone, to throw open our doors to 
anyone who seeks Him here and to go out boldly to bring 
His joy to all others. 
Pope Francis continues, “This leads to a kind of alienation 
at every level, for a ‘society becomes alienated when its 
forms of social organization, production and consumption 
make it more difficult to offer the gift of self and to 
establish solidarity between people.’” (196) In the parish 
setting, it’s arguable to substitute “ministries” for “social 
organizations,” “liturgies” for “production” and 
“sacraments” for “consumption.” Do our ministries, 
liturgies and beliefs about deservedness regarding 
sacrament reflect accurately Jesus’ example? Are we truly 
open to sharing them with everyone? Do we, for example, 
complain when the liturgies don’t meet our own 
preferences, simply because we believe they should be a 
certain way? Do we refer to others as “members” and 
“non-members” when we consider who is to be included?  
Do we require proof of “parishioner status” when we 
decide who is to be granted our hospitality? Do we expect 
to be treated differently because we have “belonged” to 
this parish longer than others? 
“God’s heart has a special place for the poor, so much so 
that he himself ‘became poor,’” (2 Corinthians 8:9), (197) 
says Pope Francis. Our communities should, too. Those 
who come in spiritual poverty are the first and most 
important people who will ever walk through our doors. 
As in today’s Gospel, let’s invite them to our table and 
pray that our hearts will be opened to them and through 
them, to Christ Jesus. Let’s allow ourselves to get 
uncomfortable and to put aside our mistaken ideas about 
the privileges of “membership.” Let’s make room in our 
hearts - and our communities - for the poor in body and 
spirit and remember the quiet joy of God’s love. 

First Proclamation 
Kevin Scopoline and Stefanie Bugasch 

 

Third Proclamation 
Alex Vicente and Susan Yang 

Wedding Banns 
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Please Remember to Register 

Your Child for Faith Formation 

Classes for 2016-2017 

Religious Education/Faith Formation classes will begin at 
the end of September. We need to have all registrations 
turned in, so that we can finish planning for the year. 
Please contact an RE/FF staff person OR pick up a form 
at the information counter in the gathering space OR go to 
St. Peter’s website to register on line. Click on the Faith 
Formation tab and go to Religious Education 
Registration. 
 

Catechists Needed! 

Classes are starting in just a few weeks and our children 
need you.  
 

Teachers are given training and full support by the RE/FF 
staff. You will find your own faith life growing and 
strengthening as you share your faith with others. For 
more information, please contact any RE/FF staff 
member. Thank you for sharing your time and talents. 
 

Catechist Training For Grade 2 will take place on 
Tuesday, September 13, at 6:30 pm. We will meet in 
the Religious Education Office. 
 

Catechist Training for Grades 1, 3 and 4 will take place 
on Wednesday, September 14, at 6:30 pm. We will meet 
in Conference Room 1. 
 

Teacher Commissioning will take place on Sunday, 
September 18, at the 9 and 11 a.m. Masses. 
 

Family Packet Pick Up 

If you have already registered your children for classes, 
please stop by the table in the Gathering Space on 
September 17 & 18, to pick up your family packet. 
These packets contain information regarding your 
children's religious education classes. If you have not 
registered your child, please do so immediately. Thank 
you. 
 

Liturgy of the Word for Children (LWC) 

LWC will resume on September 11, at the 9 and 11 a.m. 
Masses. You do not need to register your child for this 
program. All children, ages 6 through 12, are invited to 
join us to share God’s Word in a format designed for 
children. This is a ministry that requires many adult 
volunteers. We need more volunteers at both the 9 and 

11 a.m. Masses. It is a very enjoyable, rewarding and 
easy ministry. Please contact Kathy Raible at 
kraible@stpetersmendota.org or 651-905-4311 for more 
information or to volunteer your time. 

School Is Just Around the 

Corner! 

School supplies are on sale! Please consider buying extras 
for children of families who can’t purchase them. We will 

donate them to MORE’s Multicultural 
School for Empowerment as we have done 
in the past. Students need pencils, pens, 
magic markers, notebooks, lined paper, 
crayons, rulers, etc. A complete list of 

items needed are posted on the collection boxes. Your 
contributions are well received by the staff at MORE. 
Boxes for the school supplies are located in the Main 
Church coat room or the office entrance. Deadline for 
bringing in supplies will be Sunday, September 11. 
 

Thank you for your support. 

Baptism Preparation Class 

Please be aware that our next Baptism Preparation Class 
is scheduled for Sunday, September 18, at 1 p.m., in 
Conference Room 1. If you are interested in having your 
baby baptized, please contact Kathy Raible for more 
information. Parents that are expecting the birth of their 
child in the next few months are encouraged to attend a 
class prior to the birth of the baby. Parents must attend a 
baptism class before their child is baptized. 

Baptism Preparation Class 

Are you interested in being a sub/guest teacher at Faithful 
Shepherd Catholic School? Faithful Shepherd is 
looking for qualified teachers to be in our 
substitute teacher pool for the 2016-2017 school 
year. Our school serves students in grades K-8.  
 
Applicants must hold a current Minnesota 

Teaching License and complete the required VIRTUS 
training and background check. If you are interested, 
please call the school at 651-406-4747 and ask for Maria 
Brandel, or email Maria at mbrandel@fscsmn.org. 

Wanted: Sub/Guest Teacher at 

Faithful Shepherd 
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Free Tours of Historic Church 

Have you ever wanted to hear more about the history of 
our parish? The Historic Church will be open for tours 
every Sunday from 12 noon to 2 p.m. now through Labor 
Day. You do not need a reservation and there is no fee for 
the tours. Feel free to stop in and learn about your 
community’s very own historic site! 

Fall Festival 

Planning Has Begun 

St. Peter’s Fall Festival 

Raffle Tickets on Sale Now 

Buy a Raffle Ticket! 
The Fall Festival raffle tickets will be on sale this 

weekend after every Mass. The grand 
prize is $5,000, the first place prize is 
$2,000, and the second place prize is 
$1,000! We are only selling 1,000 tickets, 
so buy them now! The cost is $25.00 each. 

We will continue selling the tickets each weekend, until 
they are sold out. Good luck and thank you for supporting 
your parish! 

Faithful Shepherd SeptemberFest  

Faithful Shepherd Catholic School will hold its 13th 
Annual SeptemberFest on Friday, September 16 to 
Sunday, September 18. 
 
There will be a Family Fun Night/Expo, card games and a 

concert on Saturday night. On Sunday, there will 
be an open-air Mass under the big top at 11 a.m. 
 

Thank you to our Platinum Sponsors: The 
Minnesota Vikings, Greg Baune with 
Northwestern Mutual Life and Cub Foods. 

Uganda Potluck Dinner  

and Mission Trip 

Mission Dinner 
Join the Uganda Mission Team on Saturday, September 
10, at 6 p.m., in Heritage Center for a potluck dinner. The 
team will provide sloppy joes, chips, baked beans and 
desserts. Please feel free to bring a dish to share. Fr. 
Lawrence will do a presentation on the mission efforts in 
Uganda. 
 
Mission Trip 
There will be an informational meeting regarding the 
2017 Uganda Mission Trip on Wednesday, September 14, 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in the Ravoux Room. There are a 
limited number of spots available for this trip. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2016 
One Mass 10:00 a.m. 

Festival 11:00 a.m-3:00p.m. 
 

FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• $5000 Grand Prize Raffle 
• Silent Auction 
• Pork Dinner 
• Kids Games 
• Country Store 
• Concessions 
• Bingo 
• Wine Raffle 
• The Marv Nissel Polka Band 
• Gaga Ball 
• 4 Square Tug-O-War 
• And More! 
 
Interested in volunteering or donating 
items? 
 
Contact Gail Barta at 651-454-9552 or e-mail Anne 
O’Keefe at aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org 
 
 



Monday, August 29 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 7 pm Boy Scout Meeting, Ravoux Room 
 

Tuesday, August 30 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:30 am Adoration Before the Blessed Sacrament  

  until 6 pm, Historic Church 

 10:30 am Mobile Meals (Off Campus) 
 

Wednesday, August 31 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Thursday, August September 1 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:30 am Small Faith Group, Ravoux Room 

 6:30 pm Liturgy Committee Meeting, Conference  

  Room 1 

 7 pm AA Meeting, Classroom 5 
 

Friday, August September 2 

 8 am Confessions, Main Church  

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:30 am Anointings After Mass, Historic Church 
 

Saturday, September 3 

 9 and 10:30 am 

  AA Meeting, Classrooms 2, 4 

 3:30 pm Confessions, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 

Sunday, September 4 

 8:30 and 10:30 am 

  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 9 am Mass, Main Church 

 11 am Mass, Main Church 

After All Weekend Masses 

  New Parishioner Registration, Gathering  

  Space 

The Week of August 29 Parish Pastoral Council 

Joseph Towle.……………………….….….651-683-9250 
Paul Hirsch.……………………………..….651-431-1832 
Sarah Larsen…………….…………………612-384-1474 
Maria Schwartz………………………….…651-452-1796 
Alice Sheeler………………………...……..651-457-8119 
Nancy Stanton……………………………...651-686-9009 
Laurie Reding…………………………….651-688-8536 
Parish Pastoral Council Email: 

ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 
 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio………………………………..651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie……………………………….651-365-1334 

Readings for the  

Week of August 28 

Sunday: Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Ps 68:4-7, 10-11/ 

  Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a/Lk 14:1, 7-14 

Monday: 1 Cor 2:1-5/Ps 119:97-102/Mk 6:17-29 

Tuesday: 1 Cor 2:10b-16/Ps 145:8-14/Lk 4:31-37 

Wednesday: 1 Cor 3:1-9/Ps 33:12-15, 20-21/Lk 4:38- 

  44 

Thursday: 1 Cor 3:18-23/Ps 24:1-6/Lk 5:1-11 

Friday:  1 Cor 4:1-5/Ps 37:3-6, 27-28, 39-40/Lk  

  5:33-39 

Saturday: 1 Cor 4:6b-15/Ps 145:17-21/Lk 6:1-5 

Next Sunday Wis 9:13-18b/Ps 90:3-6, 12-17/Phlm 9- 

  10, 12-17/Lk 14:25-33 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Church of St. Peter Page 5 

The following are the intentions remembered by 

the priest at Mass: 

 Monday, August 29 - †Claire Devereaux 

 Tuesday, August 30 - †Paige Duncan 

 Wednesday, August 31 - †Richard Gangl 

 Thursday, September 1- †Mary Brady 

 Friday, September 2 - †Richard Bierbaum 

 Saturday, September 3 - Mass For The People 

 Sunday, September 4 - 9 a.m. - †Calvin Mulvihill 

                                   11 a.m. - †Gerald O’Brien 

Mass Intentions 
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PASTORAL MINISTRY 

Looking for a way to increase the love and 
r o m a n c e  i n  y o u r  m a r r i a g e ? 
A Marriage Encounter Weekend allows a husband and 
wife to get away together and focus on each other. The 
next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends are 
Oct 7-9, in Buffalo and Nov 18-20, in Prior Lake. Early 
registration is highly recommended. For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.twincitieswwme.org or contact Brent & Tracy at 
applications@twincitieswwme.org or 612-756-8720. 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

After six years of generous service coordinating our 
Eucharistic Adoration with grace, dedication and love, 
George and Jane Vasiliou will be moving on to the next 
place God is leading them to share their many gifts.  
Although we are sad to see them leave this ministry, we 
are excited for whatever they will be applying themselves 
to in the future. Thank you George and Jane, for your 
time, your prayers and your commitment. 
 

This also opens the door for whoever God is calling to 
this ministry now. The Vasiliou’s will work with 
whomever comes forward. If you have a devotion to the 
Blessed Sacrament, organizational talents and a 
willingness to work with Fr. Steven and Lisa Amos in 
bringing the gift of Eucharistic Adoration to as many as 
possible here at St. Peter’s, please contact Lisa Amos at 
651-905-4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org. Co-
coordinators or teams are also welcome. 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Coordinator Opening 

Grief Ministry Opportunities 
St. Peter’s is part of a coalition of local churches that 
presents Growing Through Loss, a program of support 
and information for persons who are experiencing grief 
due to the death of a loved one, broken relationship, job 
loss, loss of health, etc. Small group facilitators are 
needed for this coming year. Growing Through Loss takes 
place twice a year. Series run once a week for four weeks 
in the fall, and four weeks, with a fifth for a remembrance 
service, in the spring. Each session offers a presentation 
followed by small groups lead by facilitators. Training is 
provided. 
 

 If you are a good listener and wish to minister to those 
experiencing grief, this ministry may be for you. If you 
are interested in sharing your gifts in this wonderful 
ministry, please contact Lisa Amos at 651-905-4304 or 
lamos@stpetersmendota.org for more information. 

Growing Through Loss 

Attention blood donors 
The Red Cross will be holding a blood drive at St. Peter’s 
on Thursday, September 15, from 1 to 6 p.m., in the 
Ravoux Room. Please sign up with the Red Cross or call 
Sandy at 651-452-1844 for an appointment. Thank you. 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

28 Week Study of Genesis 

Join us for this Study of the Book of Genesis on 
Thursdays at 7 p.m., from September 8 to May 11, 2017 
at the Church of St. Joseph, 1154 Seminole Ave., in West 
St. Paul. The cost is $60. Scholarships are available.  
 

The study guide was authored by Steve Ray, a well-
known biblical scholar. The video lectures are delivered 
by Fr. Matthew Kauth. We will be meeting in the school 
library, a room that can accommodate a maximum of 20 
adults. We will be taking breaks for Christmas, Easter and 
MEA. 
 

We prefer that you register online at the parish website. 
Use this link to get to the registration form directly: 
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?
oeidk=a07eczsa5bfc04404a3. 
 

If you cannot register online, paper forms will be 
available at St. Joseph’s Parish Center and online. Give 
your completed registration form and check to the parish 
secretary. 

Catholic Homeschool 

Opportunity 

New for the 2016-17 school year 
Mary Mother of the Church in Burnsville will host a 
Learning Center for home school families for Pre K 
through grade six. The home school group will follow a 
classical, Catholic curriculum called Aquinas Learning. 
The group will meet at the church on Mondays, beginning 
in September. This group is a beautiful opportunity for 
Catholic home school parents to provide their children 
with a formalized school day each week, offer support to 
each other, and receive help from mentors trained in the 
Aquinas curriculum. 
 

If you have questions or want more information, please 
call Meg Flicek at 507-581-3519 or email her at  
aquinasburnsville@gmail.com. 
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Pope Francis asks us to “live this Year in the light of the 
Lord’s words: ‘Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful.’” (cf. Lk 6:36) Participate throughout the year 
by making a pilgrimage to a Holy Door at the Cathedral 
of Saint Paul or Basilica of Saint Mary, regularly 
receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation, performing 
corporal and spiritual works of mercy, and participating in 
the #MercyWorks video challenge. Find additional ways 
to pray, learn and act at www.archspm.org/Mercy. 

Jubilee Year of Mercy 

A big thank you to everyone who is making this 
summer great! We’ve been seeing an increase in fresh 
produce from gardens—individuals, churches, businesses 
and other organizations have given 37% more produce in 
June and July this year, compared to last year. One of you 
needs to show me what I’m doing wrong with my pepper 
plant, since you clearly know what you’re doing. 
Thank you for all of your support! 
 

Most Needed Items: 
Juice 
Shampoo 
Feminine Products 
Toothbrushes 
Shaving Supplies 
Condiments/Spices 
 

Support Neighbors, Inc. at the Great Neighbors’ 
Duck Races! 
The annual Great Neighbors’ Duck Races fundraising 
event will be held on October 1, during South St Paul’s 
On The Road Again Festival. This family-fun event will 
feature duck races throughout the day, children’s games 
and crafts and, of course, photo opportunities with 
Delbert the Duck. Admission is free, and ducks can be 
adopted, in advance or the day of, for $5 each or a family 
of five ducks for $25. Prizes are awarded for each race, 
and the winner of each heat will go on to race in the finals 
for a chance to win a one year lease on a Jeep! Funds 
raised will benefit the emergency and supportive service 
programs at Neighbors, Inc. For more information, visit 
www.neighborsmn.org/feature/events/. 

Neighbors, Inc. 

A beautiful prayer ministry opportunity awaits you at St. 
Mary's Chapel at the St. Paul Seminary,  
located on the University of St. Thomas Campus, 2115 
Summit Ave., St. Paul. Adoration for the Sanctification of  
Priests is held each Thursday, September through May. 
Adorers commit to one hour shifts. The schedule 
coincides with the academic calendar for the University 
of St. Thomas. Two people are needed 
for each hour, with some hours being filled by three or 
four adorers. Adoration hours are 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m 
with a break between 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. Mass is 
offered at 11:35 a.m. Please contact St. Peter's 
parishioner, Teresa Lodoen, at 952-707-0539 for further 
information or to sign up. 

Adoration for the  

Sanctification of Priests  

St. Paul Deanery Meeting 

St. Paul Deanery Meeting is September 15 
The first Quarterly St. Paul Deanery Meeting is set for 
Thursday, September 15, at the Church of St Peter, 2600 
N. Margaret St., in North St. Paul. The guest speaker will 
be Kathryn Mollen. She will speak on "Politics in Your 
Backyard." It will be sponsored by the Legislative 
Commission. 
Registration - 8:15 a.m. 
Call To Order - 9 a.m. 
Business Program - 10:15 a.m. 
Mass - 12 noon. 
Lunch will be served at 1 p.m. 
Announcements and Adjournment will follow. 

Catholic Watchmen Night 
The Catholic Watchmen is coming soon to our parish! 
The mission of the Catholic Watchmen is to respond to 
Bishop Cozzen’s call to Catholic men to live up to their 
duty to be protectors, providers and leaders of their 
families. To accomplish this task, Catholic Watchmen 
learn and practice Seven Disciplines.  
Monthly Catholic Watchmen Nights start this September. 
Each Catholic Watchmen Night runs from 6:30-9 p.m. 
with a video presentation, social time, group discussion 
with dinner and beverages, as well as time for adoration 
and confession. Our parish plans to have our first Catholic 
Watchmen Night on Thursday, September 22,  in the 
sanctuary and Heritage Center. Please contact Jim Lodoen 
at 952-707-0539 or jlodoen@lindquist.com for more 
information. To learn more about this initiative go to 
www.thecatholicwatchmen.com. 

The Catholic Watchmen 






