
SUNDAY MASSES 

(All in Main Church) 

Saturday at 5 p.m. 
Sunday at 9 & 11 a.m. 
 

Holy Days as announced. 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
(All in Historic Church) 
Monday-Friday at 9 a.m.  

ADORATION 
(In Historic Church) 
Tuesday 9:30-6 p.m. 

RECONCILIATION
(In Main Church) 
Friday 8-8:45 a.m.  
Saturday 3:30-4:45 p.m. 
Any time by appointment. 

3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER APRIL 30, 2017 

ONLINE 

stpetersmendota.org 

facebook.com/stpetersmendota 

@StPetersMendota 

  

Several years ago, I had the unique opportunity to attend an 
evening talk given by Father Raniero Cantalamessa, a 
Capuchin priest from Italy. In addition to authoring several 
outstanding books, Father Cantalamessa is the official preacher 
to the papal household. This means that he preaches to the 
Holy Father and to the Vatican hierarchy during Advent and 
Lent each year. Father Cantalamessa is also known for being a 
very powerful advocate for the Charismatic Renewal within 
the Catholic Church, having experienced his own spiritual 
conversion decades ago. 
 

I waited in the crowded room to catch my first glimpse of this 
holy man, who holds a very prestigious position in the Church. 
He was introduced with a long biography of his many 
accomplishments and honors. Soon he took the podium, clad 
in the habit of his Capuchin order. The group to which he was 
speaking was the Twin Cities Catholic Charismatic Renewal. 
Needless to say, this group of charismatic Catholics was 
anxious to hear the story of Father Cantalamessa’s own 
charismatic experience, one that dramatically changed the 
direction of his faith life and ministry. 
 

Father Cantalamessa began by acknowledging the subject he 
expected he would be asked to address: namely, his own Holy 
Spirit experience. Instead, the good preacher gave a beautiful 
talk about the empty tomb of Christ, and how this is the central 
aspect of our lives as Catholics. Jesus’ death and resurrection 
is really what our life of faith is all about. Everything about 
our Catholic faith leads us back to this central reality. The 
message was not lost on this group, hungry to hear more about 
Father’s own charismatic experience. This preacher of world 
renown talked about the power of the resurrection, and how we 
are people of the resurrection. The joy we experience at Easter 
is meant to carry throughout all of our life. 
 

In our gospel this weekend, we read the story of the Road to 
Emmaus. Two men find themselves on the road to a place 
called Emmaus, just a few miles from the site of the 
crucifixion of Christ. The gospel writer tells us that they are 
discussing all that has happened in these days. Jesus joins them 
and inquires about their conversation. He walks with them, 
teaches them and then accepts their invitation to join them for 
a meal. And we read in this story that they come to know him 
“in the breaking of the bread,” as he says the blessing and 
breaks the bread at the table. They recognize that it is Jesus 
who has been walking with them and they recall how their 
hearts were burning as he spoke to them. 
 

This gospel story is rich with meaning on many different 
levels. How often has Jesus walked with us in the moments of 
our life, and yet we were prevented from recognizing him? It 
is so often the case that in the moments when we are most 
challenged by pain and suffering, we often feel that Jesus is 
miles away. Here the two men walk along with the Savior, and 
yet they don’t recognize that it is Jesus who is in their midst! 
Sometimes it can feel like Jesus has abandoned us or suddenly 
become unavailable when we feel we need him most. On this 
amazing walk together, Jesus breaks not only the bread but 
also breaks open the Word for his companions. At every Mass, 
we come to know Jesus both in the Liturgy of the Word and in 
the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 
 

We are people who have witnessed the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. As modern-day disciples, we are called to share the 
Good News with those we meet. There are so many 
opportunities to be the hands and feet of Christ. It can be 
something as simple as opening the door for someone on the 
way into a store or an office. We may greet someone with a 
smile and a “hello” or a “good morning.” We can open up 
brief conversations with people in the checkout line, at the bus 
stop or after Mass. These are just a few ways to bring Christ 
into our midst in the course of our daily lives. 
 

I hope you can see yourself in this beautiful story of the road 
to Emmaus. I can certainly see myself as I listen to the 
progression of the conversation and witness the faith that is 
being strengthened in these two men, as they walk along with 
Jesus. This story is really the story of our own lives in Christ. 
Jesus meets us on the road of life. Sometimes we are heading 
to a particular place, or intent on a particular purpose. At other 
times we are wandering, not sure where we are going and not 
sure if the Lord is along for the ride or not. Somehow or other, 
we always seem to arrive at our “Emmaus,” that place where 
we find Jesus opening the scriptures and breaking the bread. If 
you’re like me, a peace washes over us, as we realize that 
Jesus is right beside us, loving us into relationship with him 
and with our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 

Jesus Christ has risen, and he joins us in the ordinary moments 
of our lives. Let us open our minds and our hearts to meet him 
on our own road to Emmaus. 
 

In the spirit of Christ the Servant, 
 
 
 

Deacon Tim 
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YOUTH NEWS 
 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 

St. John Neumann • St. Peter • St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive • Eagan, MN 55121 

651-406-4747 • www.fscsmn.org

OFFICE INFORMATION 
 

¨ Father Steven Hoffman: 651-452-4550 
¨ Deacon Tim Hennessey: 651-905-4301 
 

Parish Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Phone: 651-452-4550  
Email: church@stpetersmendota.org 
 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, 

WEDDINGS 

Call the parish office for more information. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 

Submit via website, to Mary LeClair 
(maryleclair62@gmail.com) or call the parish office. 

All families should have received registration information 
via email for the 2017-2018 religious education classes.  
Information is also available on the information counter in 
the Gathering Space. Remember that the registration 
deadline is May 15. If you have any questions, please call 
Kathy at 651-905-4311 or Elizabeth at 651-905-4312. 

REGISTRATION FOR 2017-2018 

FIRST RECONCILIATION AND  

FIRST COMMUNION 2017-2018 

Please be aware that all children in second grade must 
prepare for their sacraments at their parish. Even if your 
child is in a Catholic school, he or she must register for the 
Wednesday night program. If your child is in second grade 
next year and you wish to have him or her in the First 
Reconciliation and First Communion program, please 
register prior to May 15. Register him/her for the Grade 2 
classes. Children must receive the sacrament of 
Reconciliation prior to First Communion. 

ENJOY AN EVENING OUT 
Would you like a nice dinner out, some 
relaxing time at home or some time to 
work on a few house projects? Bring 
your kids (ages 6 months to 11 years) to 
St. Peter’s Parents’ Night Out, which just 
happens to be two days before Mother’s 
day! 
 

On Friday, May 12, from 5 to 8 p.m., you are welcome to 
drop off your children in our Ravoux Room (by the parish 
offices) and have a few hours to yourself. This event is 
FREE, although we will accept free-will offerings. The 
profit will go directly to St. Peter’s. The children’s supper 
will include pizza, carrots, apple slices and milk or water. 
You are welcome to bring a different dinner for your child, 
if they won’t or can’t eat ours. 
 

We hope you can take advantage of this event! RSVP’s are 
strongly encouraged. For more info or to RSVP, please 
contact Anne O’Keefe at aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org or 
651-905-4308. 
 

HELP SUPPORT YOUNG FAMILIES 
We are looking for people to help us care for kids during 
our Parents’ Night Out event on Friday, May 12. We could 

really use your help! All volunteers will need to have 
VIRTUS training, as well as a background check. Please 
contact Anne O’Keefe at the info above if you are 
interested, and thank you!

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT 

New to St. Peter's!  
Calling all high school youth! Join us this summer at the 
Steubenville St. Paul conference! This life-changing 
weekend includes praise and worship, adoration, 
internationally known speakers, Mass and more! Encounter 
Jesus in a new and personal way - your life will never be the 
same. The conference is July 28-30. Registration material is 

available on the information counter. 
For more information and to sign-up, 
call Elizabeth McCanna at 651-905-
4312, or email her at 
emccanna@stpetersmendota.org. 

All middle school and high school youth are welcome to 
join us Thursdays, during July for Summer Stretch! Spend 
the morning serving others and the afternoons out on an 
adventure! The fun starts on 
Thursday, July 6, and runs each 
Thursday through August 3. For more 
information, and to sign up, check the 
information counter or contact 
Elizabeth McCanna. 

STEUBENVILLE ST. PAUL  

YOUTH CONFERENCE 

SUMMER STRETCH 



ADMINISTRATIVE NEWS • STEWARDSHIP • COMMUNITY NEWS 

Come as a Guest 
Leave as a Friend  

Plans are underway for our Fall Festival on Sunday, 
October 1. We are still in need of people 
to help with advertising, logistics and the 
silent auction. Please consider joining this 
committee! We will be having a meeting 
Tuesday, May 2, at 7 p.m. in Conference 
Room 1. Please call Gail Barta at 651-454-
9552 for more information. 

FALL FESTIVAL PLANNING MEETING 

CINCO DE MAYO PIZZA BINGO 

Come join us on Friday, May 5, at 6 p.m. 
for a pizza feast and bingo! We will have 
the regular kids’ prizes and adult prizes, but 
the cover all at 7:30 will be a $50 plant gift 
card to Gerten’s for the adults, and a $25 
Barnes and Noble gift card for the kids. If 

we have multiple winners, we will have a drawing. So bring 
your appetite and join us for a family friendly good time! 
There will be a sign-up sheet in the gathering space this 
weekend, so we can estimate how much food to buy. You 
may also contact Anne O’Keefe by email or phone at 
aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org or 651-905-4308 with your 
RSVP. 

The Council of Catholic Women will be taking 
reservations for their annual Spring Style 
Show and Luncheon next weekend and May 
13/14, after all Masses. The Style Show and 
Luncheon will be held on Saturday, May 20, in 

Heritage Center. Sign in starts at 11:30 a.m., the luncheon 
will begin at noon and the style show starts at 1 p.m. The 
cost for the luncheon and fashion show is $20. Please call 
Marge Sullivan at 651-451-6690 for more information or to 
make a reservation. 

CCW STYLE SHOW 

CCW PLANT CARD SALE 

It’s time to start thinking of spring plants and summer 
gardens. St. Peter’s Council of Catholic Women will be 
selling Gertens plant cards this weekend and May 6/7. Stop 
by the table in the gathering space to purchase your plant 
cards. 

The Historic Church will be open this summer on Sundays, 
from 12 to 2 p.m., Memorial Day through Labor Day. We 
are always looking for more people to become tour guides 
for our Historic Church. There is no experience necessary; 
we will provide the history! If you are interested, please 
attend our informational meeting on Monday, May 8, in 
Conference Room 1. Please bring your calendar, if you 
know you would like to volunteer for leadings tours this 
summer. If you have any questions, please call Anne 
O’Keefe at 651-905-4308 or email her at  
aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org.  

MEETING FOR HISTORIC 

CHURCH TOUR VOLUNTEERS 

The Community Caring for Life Ministry is honoring 
Mother’s Day by selling flowers after all Masses, on May 
13 and 14. The proceeds from the sale of 
these flowers will be donated to pro-life 
ministries. We will have a variety of flow-
ering plants and long stem roses from 
which to choose. 
 

Happy Mother's Day! 

ACCL MOTHER’S DAY FLOWER SALE 

Starting May 6, the SPCCW will resume the collection of 
white sheets, white pillowcases and pill bottles without 
labels. These items are for the Haiti Collection sponsored 
by the ACCW. 
 

Also on May 6, the Prison Ministry program 
sponsored by the SPCCW will be collecting 
hard and soft cover Bibles in good condition. 
That will be the only item we will be collecting 
this year. 

ST. PETER’S COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC 

WOMEN COLLECTIONS 

St. John Neumann and St. Thomas Beckett invite you to 
join them June 19-23 at Faithful Shepherd Catholic School 
from 9 a.m. to noon for Vacation Bible School. This year's 
theme is Maker Fun Factory: Created by God, Built for a 
Purpose! 
 

Children in grades K-5 for the 2017-18 school year are  
welcome. You can register online at https://vbspro.events/p/
events/sjnvbs2017. The cost is $40 for one 
child, $75 for two children, and $100 for 
3+ children. 
 

The registration deadline is May 24. For 
more information call Maria at 507-358-
7850 or Tonya at 763-227-2679.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 



THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR: MAY 1 

Monday, May 1 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 6 pm St. Paul Civic Symphony Rehearsal,
  Heritage Center 
 6 pm Cub Scout Den Meeting, Classroom 4 
 6:30 pm Boy Scout Committee Meeting, 
  Conference Room 1 
 7 pm Boy Scout Meeting, Ravoux Room 
 7 pm ENDOW, Youth Room 

Tuesday, May 2 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 9:30 am Adoration Before the Blessed Sacrament 
  until 6 pm, Historic Church 
 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study, Classroom 10 
 10 am Loaves and Fishes, Off Campus 
 7 pm Fall Festival Planning Meeting, 
  Conference Room 1 

Wednesday, May 3 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 9:30 am CCW Board Meeting, Classroom 10 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Conference Rm 1 
 6:30 pm Perissos, Heritage Center 
 7 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

Thursday, May 4 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 1 pm Red Cross Blood Drive, Ravoux Room 
 6:30 pm Liturgy Committee Meeting, Conference 
  Room 1 
 7 pm AA Meeting, Classroom 5 

Friday, May 5 
 8 am Confession, Main Church 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 

 9:30 am Anointings, Historic Church 
 6 pm Cinco de Mayo Pizza Bingo, Heritage Center 

Saturday, May 6 
 9 am AA Meeting, Classrooms 
 10 am Saturday Scripture Study 
 10:30 am AA Meeting, Classrooms 
 3:30 pm Confession, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 6 pm New Parishioner Registration, Gathering 
  Space 
 6 pm Eagle Project Fundraising, Gathering Space 

Sunday, May 7 - Hospitality Sunday - 
 Hosted by CCW 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 
  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 9 am Mass, Main Church 

 10 am & 12 pm 
  New Parishioner Registration, Gathering 
  Space 
  Eagle Project Fundraiser, Gathering Space 
 10:30 am Rosary for St. Peter’s, Historic Church 
 11 am Mass, Main Church 
 

Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-11/1 
 Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35 
Monday: Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-
 30/Jn 6:22-29 
Tuesday: Acts 7:51--8:1a/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 7b, 
 8a, 17, 21ab/Jn 6:30-35 
Wednesday: 1 Cor 15:1-8/Ps 66:1-3a, 4-7a/Jn 14:6
 -14 
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20/Jn 
 6:44-51 
Friday: Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Jn 6:52-59 
Saturday: Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116:12-17/Jn 6:60-69 
Next Sunday: Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-6/1 Pt 
 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10 
 

©Liturgical Publications Inc. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 23 

St. Peter’s is here to bring the good news of the 
Gospel to all, so that every person can have a 
personal, life changing, life giving relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Email: 
ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 

 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio…………………………..651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie………………………….651-365-1334 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

The following are the intentions offered by 

the priest at Mass: 

Monday, May 1  † Joseph Guild 
Tuesday, May 2 † Bill Olson 
Wednesday, May 3    Dorothy & Wayne 

Thalhuber 
Thursday, May 4 † Julian Kaeder 
Friday, May 5    Cheryl Linnell 
Saturday, May 6 † Jeffrey Weiss 
Sunday, May 7, 9 a.m. † Richard Gangl 
                           11 a.m.    Mass For The People 

MASS INTENTIONS 

And it happened that, while he was with them 
at table, he took bread, said 
the blessing, broke it, and 
gave it to them. With that 

their eyes were opened and they recognized 
him, but he vanished from their sight. Then 
they said to each other, "Were not our hearts 
burning within us while he spoke to us on the 
way and opened the Scriptures to us?" 



PASTORAL MINISTRY 

COR JESU 

Meaning “Heart of Jesus,” Cor Jesu is a moving opportunity 
to worship Christ in community with the Church through 
Eucharistic adoration, confession, praise and worship, 
benediction and fellowship. 
 

Join college age and young adults for the last 
evening, on Friday, May 5, 8 p.m., at St. Mary’s 
Chapel at the Saint Paul Seminary School of 
Divinity, 2260 Summit Avenue, in St. Paul. 

FOLLOWING JESUS 

Jesus walks with us on our own journey to 
Emmaus. Sometimes it can feel like we are all 
alone, and yet Christ never leaves our side! 
Let us open the eyes of our hearts to recognize 

the loving presence of Jesus, who journeys with us in all the 
moments of our lives.  

Check out St. Peter’s website at 
www.stpetersmendota.org, our Facebook 
page at facebook.com/stpetersmendota and 
Twitter @StPetersMendota.  

St. Peter’s Parish extends its sympathy to the 
family and friends of Martin VanBeck. We 
invite all to join us in praying that God may 
make him a sharer in eternal salvation. 

SINCERE SYMPATHY 

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

It’s not too late to make an appointment 
to save a life! You can sign up for a 
donation appointment by going to the 
Red Cross website at 
www.redcrossblood.org, enter zip code 

55120 and schedule an appointment for Thursday, May 4, 
between 1 and 6 p.m. You can also call Sandra at 651-452-
1844.  
 

The need for blood is constant and only volunteer donors 
can fulfill that need for patients in our community. 
Nationwide, someone needs a unit of blood every two to 
three seconds, and most of us will need blood in our 
lifetime.  
 

Thank you for supporting the American Red Cross Blood 
Program! 

HEALING THE WOUNDS OF ABUSE 

Grief to Grace is a five-day retreat fully centered upon the 
healing love of Jesus Christ. It is for anyone who has 
suffered physical, emotional, sexual or spiritual abuse. This 
effective model of care provides a powerful therapy for the 
soul. Our next local G2G Retreat is scheduled for August 
20 - 25. For more information or to answer your questions, 
please visit www.grieftograce.org or contact Diane at 
diane@grieftograce.org or 612-440-7247. 
 

A past attendee commented, “I was 

fascinated by the retreat and 
speechless at the depth of the growth 

and healing it facilitated.” “He walks 
with me and my wounds are sacred to 

Him. He weeps with me and for me.” 

FROM GRIEF TO GRACE 

GROWING THROUGH LOSS

AN INTERDENOMINATIONAL COALITION OF SOUTH 
SUBURBAN CHURCHES PRESENTS THE THIRD IN A FIVE

-WEEK SERIES:  GROWING THROUGH LOSS 
 

The speaker will be Faye Heffele, member of St. John Neumann 
Catholic Church. She will speak on “When Will It End? Dealing 
with Multiple Losses.” This will take place on Tuesday, May 2, at 
the Church of St. Joseph, 13900 Biscayne Avenue, in Rosemount. 
 

Registration begins at 6:30 p.m.; the speaker starts at 7 p.m.; 
support groups (facilitated by trained leaders), will begin at 8. 
 

A freewill offering will be gratefully accepted. 
 

This program is offered to any adult experiencing a loss or major 
crisis and to Pastoral Ministers, i.e., Befrienders and Stephen 
Ministers. For additional information, call 651-452-8261 or e-
mail at growingthroughloss@gmail.com. 

The next Argument Club for Women will be held 6 to 9 
p.m. on Tuesday, May 2, at Church of the Holy Family in 
St. Louis Park, 5900 West Lake Street, 55416. The topic, 
“Should religious organizations retain tax-exempt status 
under federal law?” is the third in a series on religious 
freedom and will be debated by Patrick Elliott, staff 
attorney of the Freedom From Religion Foundation, and Fr. 
Daniel Griffith, pastor at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic 
Church and law professor at the University of St. Thomas. 
Fr. Griffith will argue in the affirmative and Mr. Elliott will 
argue against the proposition. 
 

The evening begins at 6 p.m. with a light meal and 
libations, followed by introductory remarks and the debate 
at 6:45 p.m. Tickets are $12 at the door, but attendees can 
pre-register online for $10 at www.eventbrite.com/e/civic-
duty-tickets-27267500829. 

ARGUMENT CLUB FOR WOMEN 







 

St. Peter’s Community 

For Life Annual Baby Shower 

 
Please support our local crisis pregnancy center,          

Wakota Life Care Center. 

 Wakota is in need of the following items: 

❖ Diapers, sizes newborn, 5 and 6. 

❖ Lightweight s  leepers, size newborn.  

❖ Newborn socks. 

❖ Baby wash, shampoo and lotion. 

❖ Baby towels and washcloths. 

❖ Baby wipes.  

❖ Bottles. 

❖ Books. 

❖ Sippy cups.  

Please drop off your donations in the crib that will be in the 

Gathering Space on the weekends of May 7 and May 14. 
 

 

Thank you! 


