
SUNDAY MASSES 

(All in Main Church) 

Saturday at 5 p.m. 
Sunday at 9 & 11 a.m. 
 

Holy Days as announced. 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
(All in Historic Church) 
Monday-Friday at 9 a.m.  

ADORATION 
(In Historic Church) 
Tuesday 9:30-6 p.m. 

RECONCILIATION
(In Main Church) 
Friday 8-8:45 a.m.  
Saturday 3:30-4:45 p.m. 
Any time by appointment. 

2nd SUNDAY OF EASTER APRIL 23, 2017 

ONLINE 

stpetersmendota.org 

facebook.com/stpetersmendota 

@StPetersMendota 

  

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is 

everlasting (Psalm 118:1). 
 

Just a week into Easter, and the very first Sunday following our 
joyful celebration of Jesus’s resurrection, we mark God’s great 
goodness with Divine Mercy Sunday, for He IS good, and his 
love IS everlasting. His mercy endures forever (Psalm 118:2b). 
 

In recent weeks, as preparations and plans for our Perpetual 
Adoration Chapel have begun and progressed, many of you have 
expressed your excitement. Many have reached out to learn how 
you might be involved or help. Some of you share a cautious 
interest, but wonder if it’s for you, and whether you’d know how 
to “do” it. 
 

The weekend on which we commemorate God’s mercy and love 
seems to me an extraordinarily appropriate time to offer some 
thoughts and personal understanding. Before I get into some more 
practical advice, I’d like to share just one of my experiences with 
you. 
 

First, you will need to know that I’m a knitter from a family of 
knitters. My grandmother and mother were knitters. We shared a 
love for knitting socks and, admittedly, a bit of snobbery 
concerning yarn quality. Unfortunately, we also shared a habit of 
starting projects with great gusto, only to stop halfway through to 
begin another, resulting in an embarrassing number of unfinished 
socks, hats, sweaters and afghans between us. There was little that 
gave me more pleasure than sitting with these women, Mom 
especially often, with a good cup of coffee, lively conversation 
and busy hands. 
 

When Mom went on to Eternal Life almost three years ago, I 
discovered that a symptom of my own grieving was an inability to 
knit. I would pick up my needles, knit a stitch or two, and the 
despair of her absence was too much to allow me to continue. For 
almost two years, I would try every so often to knit, even 
attempting to take up one of her many unfinished projects and 
finish it for her, to no avail. 
 

On one of my annual retreats, Adoration before the Blessed 
Sacrament was available overnight. I took up my prayer bag and 
went to the chapel for my assigned two hours. As I sat alone in 
the chapel with Jesus, I was a little restless. Knitting had always 
helped calm my mind and be still in my heart, because my hands 
were moving. I realized I still had yarn in my prayer bag from the 
last retreat, although it had gone unused then. I pulled it out and 
began to knit. The memories of Mom flowed through me. I shed 
lots of cleansing tears that night. I laughed out loud - gut busting, 
stomach tightening belly laughs. When the next retreatant arrived, 
I was amazed that two hours had passed already. 

 

You see, we are beloved. God longs for us and our mere presence 
gives Him pleasure. When we make a Holy Hour, it’s as if we 
have stepped into the open, expectant, hopeful embrace of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. There is no right or wrong way to “do” 
Adoration. We don’t have to be “holy enough” to approach Jesus, 
especially in the Sacrament of the Eucharist. We are already 
beloved; not because we have earned his love or because we 
deserve it somehow, but because God IS love, and it is His 
infinite goodness that makes this true. 
 

Adoration is the ultimate come-as-you-are invitation. He desires 
each one of us in our brokenness as well as our triumphs, in our 
suffering as well as our joys, in our inadequacy and our success. 
 

I know some of you are still wondering, “but, Lisa, WHAT will I 
do for an hour?” That’s a good question. Because I never know 
what God will have in mind for me, I make my hour prepared for 
anything. I bring my daily prayer book, such as a Magnificat or 
Give Us This Day, a book of spiritual readings like those in our 
Resource Center, my rosary and Chaplet of St. Michael the 
Archangel, a journal for noting thoughts I may have as I listen to 
God in the stillness, and simple knitting for which I don’t need a 
pattern so that it doesn’t become a distraction. Despite this, I am 
careful to allow myself to set all that aside, if I feel that God is 
asking me to simply sit in silence with Him. 
 

This Perpetual Adoration Chapel is truly one of God’s greatest 
gifts to the people of St. Peter’s. He wants you to be part of this.  
He desires nothing more than the joy of having us draw closer to 
Him. For one hour a week, we have an opportunity to accept 
God’s love in a very tangible way. There is something very 
special happening here, and I hope that you will be part of it.  
You will never regret the choice to open your heart wider to 
accept His Divine Mercy, love, and the truth that you ARE 
beloved. 
 

On another, more personal note: So many of you have reached 

out to me with concern and prayers for my grandmother, Gloria.  

She went home to God on Sunday, in her sleep. We are grateful to 

God for choosing to bring her to Him on the day of Our Lord’s 

Resurrection. Praise the Lord. I will not be with you for the 

Appreciation Dinner, as her funeral is that same day in Vermont.  

Know that I am very grateful for all that you do and are, and that 

I praise God for you and your good works. I will miss being with 

you. God bless you. 

 

 

 

Lisa Amos 

Pastoral Associate 

 

1405 Highway 13  •  PO Box 50679

Mendota  •  MN  •  55150-0679 

651-452-4550  •  church@stpetersmendota.org  



YOUTH NEWS 
 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 

St. John Neumann • St. Peter • St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive • Eagan, MN 55121 

651-406-4747 • www.fscsmn.org 

OFFICE INFORMATION 
 

¨ Father Steven Hoffman: 651-452-4550 
¨ Deacon Tim Hennessey: 651-905-4301 
 

Parish Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Phone: 651-452-4550  
Email: church@stpetersmendota.org 
 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, 

WEDDINGS 

Call the parish office for more information. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 

Submit via website, to Mary LeClair 
(maryleclair62@gmail.com) or call the parish office. 

All families should have received registration information 
via email for the 2017-2018 religious education classes.  
Information is also available on the information counter in 
the Gathering Space. Remember that the registration 
deadline is May 15. If you have any questions, please call 
Kathy at 651-905-4311 or Elizabeth at 651-905-4312. 

REGISTRATION FOR 2017-2018 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
SUNDAY SCHOOL - PRESCHOOL 
The final class for the Sunday School program is Sunday, 
April 30. The preschool and kindergarten children will be 
putting on a very special closing program after the 9 a.m. 
Mass in Classroom 2. All are welcome! 
 

ELEMENTARY - MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Wednesday, April 26 is our final class for religious education 
for grades 1 through 8. We will have a closing prayer service 
at both the 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. sessions in the Main Church, 
followed by an ice cream social in Heritage Center. ALL 
parents are encouraged to join us for prayer and ice cream! 

FIRST RECONCILIATION AND  

FIRST COMMUNION 2017-2018 

Please be aware that all children in second grade must 
prepare for their sacraments at their parish. Even if your 
child is in a Catholic school, he or she must register for the 
Wednesday night program. If your child is in second grade 
next year and you wish to have him or her in the First 
Reconciliation and First Communion program, please 
register prior to May 15. Register him/her for the Grade 2 
classes. Children must receive the sacrament of 
Reconciliation prior to First Communion. 

ENJOY AN EVENING OUT 
Would you like a nice dinner out, some 
relaxing time at home or some time to 
work on a few house projects? Bring 
your kids (ages 6 months to 11 years) to 
St. Peter’s Parents’ Night Out, which just 
happens to be two days before Mother’s 
day! 
 

On Friday, May 12, from 5 to 8 p.m., you are welcome to 
drop off your children in our Ravoux Room (by the parish 
offices) and have a few hours to yourself. This event is 
FREE, although we will accept free-will offerings. The 
profit will go directly to St. Peter’s. The children’s supper 
will include pizza, carrots, apple slices and milk or water. 
You are welcome to bring a different dinner for your child, 
if they won’t or can’t eat ours. 
 

We hope you can take advantage of this event! RSVP’s are 
strongly encouraged. For more info or to RSVP, please 
contact Anne O’Keefe at aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org or 
651-905-4308. 
 

HELP SUPPORT YOUNG FAMILIES 
We are looking for people to help us care for kids during 
our Parents’ Night Out event on Friday, May 12. We could 

really use your help! All volunteers will need to have 
VIRTUS training, as well as a background check. Please 
contact Anne O’Keefe at the info above if you are 
interested, and thank you!

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT 

The Knights of Columbus will be handing out Tootsie Rolls 
after all Masses next weekend, April 29/30, as part of their 
annual Campaign for Persons with Intellectual Disabilities. 
Donations will be accepted to benefit the Minnesota Special 
Olympics and other agencies that help people with 
disabilities. Thank you for your generosity. 

K OF C FUNDRAISER FOR 

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 

Next Saturday, April 29, at 9 a.m., we will be gathering to 
clean up our campus from the winter snows. Please bring 

gardening gloves and rakes. Volunteers of 
all ages are needed! This is a great family 
activity and helps make St. Peter’s a 
beautiful, welcoming site for all 
parishioners and guests. Donuts and coffee 
will be provided! 

ST. PETER’S GROUNDS CREW 



ADMINISTRATIVE NEWS • STEWARDSHIP • COMMUNITY NEWS 

Come as a Guest 
Leave as a Friend  

Plans are underway for our Fall Festival on Sunday, 
October 1. We are still in need of people to help with 
advertising, logistics and the silent auction. Please consider 
joining this committee! We will be having a meeting 
Tuesday, May 2, at 7 p.m. in Conference Room 1. Please 
call Gail Barta at 651-454-9552 for more information. 

FALL FESTIVAL PLANNING MEETING 

The time has come to update our photo 
directory. As you look around you 
today, you will see that we have new 
families, there have been weddings and 
babies, and kids who are young adults 

now. We’re changing, and a new photo directory will help 
us capture these changes. We will have photographers here 
on May 22 and 23 and June 1 through June 10. Our 
directory won’t be complete without you. Watch our 
bulletin and website for more information in the coming 
weeks. Sign up on our website at http://
www.stpetersmendota.org/community/stewardship/! 

ST. PETER’S PHOTO DIRECTORY 

CINCO DE MAYO PIZZA BINGO

Come join us on Friday, May 5, at 6 p.m. 
for a pizza feast and bingo! We will have 
the regular kids’ prizes and adult prizes, 
but the cover all at 7:30 will be a $50 plant 
gift card to Gerten’s for the adults, and a 
$25 Barnes and Nobles gift card for the 
kids. If we have multiple winners, we will have a drawing. 
So bring your appetite and join us for a family friendly 
good time! There will be a sign-up sheet in the gathering 
space this weekend and April 29/30, so we can estimate 
how much food to buy. You can also email Anne O’Keefe 
at aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org or call her at 651-905-
4308 with your RSVP. 

The Council of Catholic Women will be taking reservations 
for their annual Spring Style Show and Luncheon on the 
weekends of May 6/7 and May 13/14, after all Masses. The 
Style Show and Luncheon will be held on Saturday, May 
20, in Heritage Center. Sign in starts at 11:30 a.m., the 
luncheon will begin at noon and the style show starts at 1 
p.m. The cost for the luncheon and fashion show is $20. 
Please call Marge Sullivan at 651-451-6690 for more 
information or to make a reservation. 

CCW STYLE SHOW 

MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUMMARY - MARCH 2017 
                         Month - March      Actual      Budget 
 

Contribution Income $      68,898 $          79,848 

Other Income 8,027 4,969 

 76,925 84,817 

Expenses (72,478) (78,301) 

Net Income (Expense)                $        4,447                                $           6,516 
 

               Year To Date July - March      Actual      Budget 
 

Contribution Income                                           $    727,815                                $       673,149 

Other Income 113,851 90,289 

 841,666 763,438 

Expenses (755,468) (747,129) 

Net Income (Expense)                                        $     86,198                                $          16,309 
 

                     Parish Debt 

Principal Balance Beginning of Month                                                                  $     5,469,542 

Principal Paid                                                                                                                    19,218 

Principal Balance End of Month                                 $     5,450,324 

CCW PLANT CARD SALE 

It’s time to start thinking of spring plants and 
summer gardens. St. Peter’s Council of 
Catholic Women will be selling Gertens plant 
cards this weekend and the weekends of 
April 29/30 and May 6/7. Stop by the table in 

the gathering space to purchase your plant cards.  



THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR: APRIL 24 

Monday, April 24  
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 6 pm St. Paul Civic Symphony Rehearsal,
  Heritage Center 
 7 pm ENDOW, Youth Room 
 7 pm Boy Scout Meeting, Ravoux Room 
Tuesday, April 25 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 9:30 am Adoration Before the Blessed Sacrament 
  until 6 pm, Historic Church 
 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study, Classroom 10 
Wednesday, April 26 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Conference Rm 1 
 4:30 pm RE Grades 1-4, Classrooms 
 6:30 pm RE Grades 1-8, Classrooms 
 7 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
Thursday, April 27 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 9:30 am Potluck Birthday Breakfast, Heritage 
  Center 
 10:30 am Grandparents Meeting, Classroom 10 
 7 pm Perpetual Adoration Information Meeting, 
  Heritage Center 
 7 pm AA Meeting, Classroom 5 
Friday, April 28 
 8 am Confession, Main Church 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
Saturday, April 29 
 9 am AA Meeting, Classrooms 
 9 am St. Peter’s Spring Cleanup, Parish 
  Grounds 
 10 am Saturday Scripture Study 
 10:30 am AA Meeting, Classrooms 
 3:30 pm Confession, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 6 pm Workcamp Bake Sale, Gathering Space 

Sunday, April 30 - Hospitality Sunday - 
 Hosted by The Catholic Watchmen 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 

  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 9 am Mass, Main Church 

 9 am Sunday School, Classrooms 
 10 am Sunday School Closing Program, 
  Classroom 2 
 10 am Workcamp Bake Sale, Gathering Space 

 10 am CCW Plant Card Sale, Gathering Space 
 10:30 am Rosary for St. Peter’s, Historic Church 
 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 12 pm Baptism, Main Church 

 12 pm Workcamp Bake Sale, Gathering Space 
 12 pm CCW Plant Card Sale, Gathering Space 

Sunday: Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-
 24/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31 
Monday: Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-9/Jn 3:1-8 
Tuesday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14/Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17/
 Mk 16:15-20 
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-9/Jn 3:16-21 
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2, 9, 17-20/Jn 
 3:31-36 
Friday: Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Jn 
 6:1-15 
Saturday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19/Jn 
 6:16-21 
Next Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-11/1 
 Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35 
 

©Liturgical Publications Inc. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 23 

St. Peter’s is here to bring the good news of the 
Gospel to all, so that every person can have a 
personal, life changing, life giving relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Email: 
ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 

 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio…………………………..651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie………………………….651-365-1334 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

The following are the intentions offered by 

the priest at Mass: 

Monday, April 24  † Jeffrey Weiss 
Tuesday, April 25    Virginia Zink 
Wednesday, April 26 † Marian Reding 
Thursday, April 27 † Cpl. Thomas Skally 
Friday, April 28 † Dan Chapdelaine 
Saturday, April 29    Mass For The People 
Sunday, April 30, 9 a.m. † Tom Mulvihill 
                           11 a.m. † Marian & Leo Reding 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Then he said to Thomas, "Put 
your finger here and see my 
hands, and bring your hand and 

put it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, 
but believe." Thomas answered and said to 
him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to 
him, "Have you come to believe because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 
have believed." 



PASTORAL MINISTRY 

FOLLOWING JESUS 

Jesus said to Thomas: “Blessed are those who 
do not see me, yet believe.” Today I could 
easily imagine Jesus saying, “Blessed are those 
who do not feel me, yet believe.” The faith the 
Holy Spirit gives us is a virtue, not a feeling, and therefore 
can grow in the absence of feelings. If we experience doubt, 
fear, worry or lack of feelings this week, let us pray to walk 
by faith, persevering in our trust in Jesus. 

All grandparents are invited to an event of enrichment, 
prayer and fellowship, highlighted by a presentation by Mary 
Ann Kuharski, the founder and president of ProLife Across 
America, “The Billboard People.” Grandparents’ influence is 
needed now more than ever.  
 

Please join us on Tuesday, April 25, at 8:45 a.m., in Steiner 
Hall, Nativity of Our Lord Catholic Church, 
1900 Stanford Avenue, St. Paul (Stanford 
Avenue and Prior Avenue South). 
Refreshments will be served. The building is 
wheel chair accessible.  
 

Please call Lilee at 651-414-9367 with 
questions. 

GRANDPARENTS APOSTOLATE OF 

SAINTS JOACHIM AND ANNE 

Check out St. Peter’s website at 
www.stpetersmendota.org, our Facebook 
page at facebook.com/stpetersmendota and 
Twitter @StPetersMendota.  

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

Give blood. Help save lives. You can sign 
up for a donation appointment by going to 
www.redcrossblood.org, enter zip code 
55120 and schedule an appointment for 
Thursday, May 4, between 1 and 6 p.m. You may also call 
Sandra at 651-452-1844. There will also be a chance to sign 
up after the 9 and 11 a.m. Masses on Sunday, April 23. 

HEALING THE WOUNDS OF ABUSE 

Grief to Grace is a five-day retreat fully centered upon the 
healing love of Jesus Christ. It is for anyone who has 
suffered physical, emotional, sexual or spiritual abuse. This 
effective model of care provides a powerful therapy for the 
soul. Our next local G2G Retreat is scheduled for August 
20-25, 2017. For more information or to answer your 
questions, please visit www.grieftograce.org or contact 
Diane at diane@grieftograce.org or 612-440-7247. 
 

A past attendee commented, “I was fascinated by the 

retreat and speechless at the depth of 
the growth and healing it facilitated.” 

“He walks with me and my wounds 
are sacred to Him. He weeps with me 

and for me.” 

FROM GRIEF TO GRACE 

GROWING THROUGH LOSS

AN INTERDENOMINATIONAL COALITION OF SOUTH 
SUBURBAN CHURCHES PRESENTS THE SECOND IN A 

FIVE-WEEK SERIES:  GROWING THROUGH LOSS 
 

The speaker will be Gloria Englund, M.A., Founder of 
Recovering u, Recovery Coach and Author. She will speak on “A 
Different Kind of Grief,” on Tuesday, April 25, at the Church of 
St. Joseph, 13900 Biscayne Avenue, in Rosemount. 
 

Registration begins at 6:30 p.m.; the speaker starts at 7 p.m.; 
support groups (facilitated by trained leaders), will begin at 8. 
 

A freewill offering will be gratefully accepted. 
 

This program is offered to any adult experiencing a loss or major 
crisis and to Pastoral Ministers, i.e., Befrienders and Stephen 
Ministers. For additional information, call 651-452-8261 or e-
mail at growingthroughloss@gmail.com. 

The next Argument Club for Women will be held 6 to 9 
p.m. on Tuesday, May 2, at Church of the Holy Family in 
St. Louis Park, 5900 West Lake Street, 55416. The topic, 
“Should religious organizations retain tax-exempt status 
under federal law?” is the third in a series on religious 
freedom and will be debated by Patrick Elliott, staff 
attorney of the Freedom From Religion Foundation, and Fr. 
Daniel Griffith, pastor at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic 
Church and law professor at the University of St. Thomas. 
Fr. Griffith will argue in the affirmative and Mr. Elliott will 
argue against the proposition. 
 

The evening begins at 6 p.m. with a light meal and 
libations, followed by introductory remarks and the debate 
at 6:45 p.m. Tickets are $12 at the door, but attendees can 
pre-register online for $10 at www.eventbrite.com/e/civic-
duty-tickets-27267500829. 

ARGUMENT CLUB FOR WOMEN 

Informational meetings are scheduled for the following 
dates and will be hosted in Heritage Center: 
Thursday, April 27, at 7 p.m. 
Saturday, May 20, immediately following the 5 p.m. Mass. 
More meeting dates will be scheduled and announced in 
future bulletins. 

PERPETUAL ADORATION  






