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W hen I heard a few months ago that Chris Tomlin 
would be giving a concert in Minneapolis, I began a 

vigilant search for ticket information. Those who know 

me know that his is a kind of music that has been 

instrumental to my developing faith, and the form of 

prayer that accompanies it carries a similar significance 

for me. 

 

So it was with excitement that my wife and I made the 

necessary arrangements and set out for Target Center 

following Mass one recent Saturday, looking forward to 

an evening of prayerful song. 

 

What I recall more vividly than the concert, however, is 

the man on the street corner outside the concert venue. He 

stood with a very large sign, and called out a memorized 

Matthew 7:13-14, “Enter through the narrow gate…” The 

text on the sign included a number of verses or 

convictions to the effect of “God hates sin,” “Jesus is the 

just judge,” and “God will punish you.” 

 

This is a familiar line of reasoning, and betrays a 

misunderstanding of divine justice. I’d like to dwell on 

this concept of divine justice further, but in light of the 

day’s feast of the Divine Mercy. 

 

Principally ringing in those words from the sign of the 

man on the corner is a singular motivation based on the 

primordial experience of punishment: that of fear. We 

should fear God’s punishment, and so we should amend 

our ways. “Turn or burn” is the old, flippant phrase to 

describe this manner of theology—the notion that we 

must forsake sin “or else.” 

 

However, God is not our accuser, and as much as our sin 

grieves Him, it cannot harm Him. What is taken by sin is 

nothing that could not be restored to Him by sincere 

conversion and contrition. Our will and our love is what 

He wants from us, and when He is offended by sin, it is as 

a scorned lover, not as a property owner. It isn’t blood 

that He desires in payment for the wrongs of humanity, 

but merely contrite hearts (Psalm 51:19). Therein is 

mercy. 

 

The truth is that there are competing understandings at 

work: that of a justice that demands retribution, and that 

of a justice that renews and restores. By one standard, 

justice will  only be satisfied by bloodshed and 

punishment. By the other, justice will only be satisfied 

when order is restored, that is, things are set right once  

again. One seeks repayment in the form of punishment, 

and the other seeks to have full and uncontested 

possession of goods returned to the owner. “Retributive” 

Justice is a very human thing, and we can understand it 

pretty readily. Most civil penal systems are based solely 

on this model. 

 

“Restorative” Justice, however, is a radically different 

way to look at justice. Restorative Justice seeks, as the 

name would indicate, restoration. Restoration implies that 

all that has been taken or injured is returned, but returned 

as if nothing had been taken or hurt in the first place. 

Justice, in this sense, is to “make all things new.” 

 

What I wished most, as I heard the man as he condemned 

people for their sins, was that he first consider what his 

message really sounded like to a people not bound for a 

concert held by one of the most influential Christian 

singers and songwriters in the world today. Unfortunately, 

it must sound like the kind of judgment and condemnation 

of which Christians are all too widely accused. 

 

Wouldn’t our Gospel be so much more enticing to a lost 

and wandering world, if at the center were a God so full 

of mercy, so eager to forgive, as to not count costs? Is not 

our God greater than all the sacrifices or payments all the 

world could heap together, through all of time? 

 

Justice and Mercy don’t have to be at odds. It could be 

that they are in imminent harmony, if only we readjusted 

our frame of reference. While it seems like payback is 

what God wants, perhaps we should consider the 

possibility that God’s forgiveness is of so high an order 

that he needs only our repentance, not our sacrifices or 

“burnt offerings,” and His embrace of us is so much the 

fuller. 

 

Perhaps His mercy is able to merely forego lesser notions 

of justice and strive for a justice all the more sublime. A 

justice in which all faithful are restored to Him, bound up 

in the mercy and love that shine from the heart of the 

Risen Son. 

 

 

 
David Dunst 

Reflections from our 

Music/Liturgy Director 
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Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation (RE/FF) 

Registration for 2015-2016 
All families should have received registration information 

via email for the 2015-2016 religious education classes.  

Information is also available on the information counter 

in the Gathering Space outside the coat room. Please 

remember the registration deadline of May 17. If you 

have any questions, please contact the RE office. 

 

First Reconciliation and First Communion 
2015-2016 
Please be aware that all children in second grade must 

prepare for their sacraments at their parish. Even if your 

child is in a Catholic school, he or she must be registered 

for the Wednesday night program. If your child is in 

second grade next year and you wish to have him or her 

in the First Reconciliation and First Communion program, 

please register prior to May 16. Children must receive the 

sacrament of Reconciliation prior to First Communion. 

 

Pizza & Bingo Night 
On Friday, April 24, the Religious Education/

Faith Formation staff is hosting Pizza & Bingo 

Night. From 6-8 p.m. we will serve pizza and 

play bingo. Although this event is FREE, we 

ask that you make a “reservation” so we know 

how much pizza to order. There are several 

ways that you can do this: at a table in the 

Gathering Space after all the Masses on April 

11/12 and April 18/19 OR you can call the RE Phone 

Line at 651-905-4314 and let us know how many are 

coming OR register on St. Peter’s website 

(www.stpetersmendota.org). We look forward to seeing 

you there!!  

An Interdenominational Coalition 
of South Suburban Churches 

presents the second 
in a five-week series: 

 
Growing Through Loss 

with 

Ted Bowman 
Trainer, Consultant, Educator and Author 

Ted will speak on 
“Loss of Expectations, Dreams and Plans 

Tuesday, April 14 
Church of St. Joseph, 13900 Biscayne Avenue, 

Rosemount 
Registration, 6:30 p.m.; Speaker, 7 p.m.; 

Support Groups (facilitated by trained leaders), 
8 p.m. Freewill offering. 

 
For additional information call 952-890-0045 or 
email growingthroughloss@gmail.com. 

Volunteer Appreciation—Aloha! 

St. Peter’s annual Volunteer Appreciation 

Dinner is Saturday, April 18, starting at 6 

p.m. in Heritage Center. You don’t want to 

miss out! If you plan on attending, please fill 

out the form in the Gathering Space and turn it 

in to the collection basket or parish office. You can also 

leave a message at 651-452-4550 or email 

mjubenville@stpetersmendota.org. Please respond by 

Sunday, April 12, if attending. We hope to see you there! 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Thursday, April 30 
1-6 p.m. 

Ravoux Room 
Due to the terrible weather on the East Coast this year, 

thousands of blood drives had to be cancelled. The need 

for blood was still there and the Red Cross in the Twin 

Cities responded by sending all the blood that they could 

spare. 

 

Now we have the opportunity to build up the supply by 

donating a pint of blood. You can sign up on line http//

www.redcrossblood.org/ enter St. Peter’s zip code 55120 

or call Rita at 651-454-4773 for an appointment. Your 

donation is greatly appreciated. Hope to see you on April 

30! 

Wine Tasting and Wine Sale 

St. Peter’s Men’s Club will be hosting a spring wine 

tasting and wine sale on Thursday evening, April 23, from 

6:30 to 9 p.m. in Heritage Center.  

 

This is a great opportunity to sample some significant 

spring and summer wines. We will also have light 

appetizers and the opportunity for parishioners to mingle 

with each other. We will be selling the sample wines by 

the bottle or the case. This is a great time to stock up for 

all your spring and summer events, or to just try some of 

the best new wines.  

 

Tickets are $10 each or $18 per couple in advance or $10 

per person at the door. The Men’s Club will be taking 

reservations and pre-selling tickets after Masses on April 

12 and 19, or you can call John Vogel at 651-688-7427 to 

get more information.  
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Weekly Contribution Summary: 
 

Budget for period of 3/23/15-3/29/15 .................. $13,253 

Actual for period of 3/23/15-3/29/15 ................... $10,315 

Budget for period of 3/30/15-4/5/15 .................... $24,053 

Actual for period of 3/30/15-4/5/15 ..................... $30,778 

Year to Date Budget .......................................... $667,130 

Year to Date Actual ........................................... $687,533 

Stewardship Renewal Report 

In case you missed it in our newsletter: 

Thanks to everyone who took the time to complete a 2014 

Stewardship Commitment Card last fall and for your 

patience while the parish office transitioned to a new 

software system to capture all of the responses. We had 

61 parishioners who newly volunteered to offer their time 

and talent to fill 122 ministry positions. 

 

It can be challenging to dedicate time in busy schedules to 

volunteer for various ministries. Yet, it’s also extremely 

important and rewarding for all parishioners to stay 

engaged in parish life. To everyone who recommitted to 

ministries in which you were already involved, as well as 

to those who have prayerfully signed up for new ways to 

give back to St. Peter’s, on behalf of the Stewardship 

Committee, thank you! 

 

Total Cards Returned: 267 
 

New commitments to ministries (Stewardship of 

Talent): 122 
 

Offertory Commitments (Stewardship of Treasure): 

232 
 

Total annual amount pledged: $425,672 

Stewardship Spotlight: Ushers 

If you attend a Mass in the Main Church at St. Peter’s, 

chances are good that one of the first people you’ll 

encounter as you enter the building is an usher. And if 

Marcus Connelly—who organizes all ushers at St. 

Peter’s—has his way, that first encounter will be a 

welcoming one. “We are representatives of the parish,” he 

explains. “Churches are judged by their ushers.”  

Undoubtedly ushers have a very public face. They greet 

people as they arrive, distribute worship aids and 

bulletins, and help people find a seat. But they also 

orchestrate many things behind the scenes: ensuring that 

people with limited mobility receive communion, helping 

resolve problems with the sound system, or arranging for 

someone to bring up the gifts. 

 

Ushers’ jobs are varied, and there is always need for more 

help. Joe Yourczek, another longtime usher (and 

Marcus’s right hand man), notes that ushers are especially 

needed for the 5 p.m. and 11 a.m. Masses, at funerals, and 

on holy days. Interested candidates must be able-bodied, 

dress presentably, and arrive for Mass at least 20 minutes 

early. Training is available regularly, so people can start 

anytime. 

 

As with all gifts of service, the personal rewards of 

ushering are numerous. “It’s great because you meet a lot 

of good people and do a lot of good for the church,” Joe 

says. Mike Larsen, an usher for the past two years, puts it 

this way: “Meeting people and strengthening relationships 

have been the most rewarding things for me. The 

opportunity to serve is something that I have received, 

and could be great for others considering being an usher.” 

A “Beary” Big Thank You! 

March was Minnesota FoodShare month 

at Neighbors, Inc., our local food shelf. As 

a parish, our goal was to donate at least 

4,000 pounds of food or the financial 

equivalent. Thanks to YOU, we exceeded our goal! We 

had a total of 2,492 pounds of food, in addition to 

$1,589.56, which adds up to a total of 4,081 pounds. 

WOW! Thank you, St. Peter’s, for your generosity to 

your neighbors in need! 

Wedding Banns 

First Proclamation 
Michael Candy and Elena Cruz 

Free blood pressure screenings will be available on 

Sunday, April 19, before and after the 9 and 11 a.m. 

Masses. Learn your blood pressure numbers and if you 

want to know what those mysterious numbers mean, they 

will be explained to you. Also learn tips and tricks for 

getting your numbers healthy and keeping them there. If 

you have any questions, please contact Lisa Amos, 651-

905-4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org 

Blood Pressure Screenings 
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The following are the intentions remembered 
by the priest at Mass:  
 

 Monday, April 13 - †Mary Margaret Trettel 

 Tuesday, April 14 - †Ray Schloegl 

 Wednesday, April 15 - †Bob O’Neill 

 Thurs., April 16 - Wayne & Dorothy Thalhuber 

 Friday, April 17 - †Jack McCauley 

 Saturday, April 18 - Mass For the People 

 Sunday, April 19 - 9 a.m. - Erin O’Neill and 

Tim Bodner’s Anniversary 

11 a.m. - †Marian Reding 

Monday, April 13 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 6 pm St. Paul Civic Symphony 
 7 pm Boy Scouts, Ravoux Room 
 

Tuesday, April 14 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
  Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 
  After the 9 am Mass Until 6 pm 
 9:45 am Women’s Bible Study, 
  Conference Room I, Ravoux Room 
 11 am Mobile Meals, Off Campus 
 

Wednesday, April 15 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Ravoux Room 
 9:45 am Pastoral Visitation Meeting, 
  Conference Room I 
 4:30 pm Grades 1-5 
 6:30 pm Choir, Music Room 
 6:30 pm Grades 1-8  
 

Thursday, April 16 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 6:30 pm A Community Caring for Life Meeting, 
  Conference Room I 
 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 
 7 pm Teen Al-Anon, Room 6 
 

Friday, April 17 
 8-8:45 am Confessions, Main Church 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, April 18 
 9 and 10:30 am 
  Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 
 10 am Scripture Study, Conference Room I 

 4 pm Confessions, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass: 
  Pizza Bingo Sign Up 
 6 pm Appreciation Dinner, Heritage Center 
 

Sunday, April 19—Third Sunday of Easter 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 
  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 9 am Mass, Main Church 

 8 am-12:30 pm 
  Blood Pressure Screening, 
  Before and After Masses 
 10 am Sunday School 
 10 am-1 pm 
  Workcamp Pancake Breakfast, 
  Heritage Center 
 11 am Mass With Baptism, Main Church 

 After Masses: 
  Pizza Bingo Sign Up 
  Wine & Cheese Tickets 
 2 pm Confirmation Mass at the Cathedral 
 6:30 pm Youth Group 

The Week of April 13 Parish Pastoral Council 

Sarah Larsen, Chair .............................. 612-384-1474 

Lance Miller, Vice-Chair ...................... 952-432-6957 

Alice Sheeler, Secretary ........................ 651-457-8119 

Mary Pat Ferraro ................................... 651-454-1091 

Anne Hallgren ....................................... 651-702-6465 

Paul Hirsch............................................ 651-431-1832 

Maria Schwartz ..................................... 651-452-1796 

Nancy Stanton ....................................... 651-686-9009 

Joseph Towle ........................................ 651-683-9250 

Parish Pastoral Council Voice Mailbox:  
651-905-4309 

Parish Pastoral Council Email: 
ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 

 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio.......................................... 651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie ......................................... 651-365-1334 

Mass Intentions 

Readings for the 

Week of April 12 

Sunday: Acts 4:32-35/1 Jn 5:1-6/Jn 20:19-31 

Monday: Acts 4:23-31/Jn 3:1-8 

Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37/Jn 3:7b-15 

Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26/Jn 3:16-21 

Thursday: Acts 5:27-33/Jn 3:31-36 

Friday: Acts 5:34-42/Jn 6:1-15 

Saturday: Acts 6:1-7/Jn 6:16-21 

Next Sunday: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/1 Jn 2:1-5a/Lk 

24:35-48 
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FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651-406-4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Welcome, New Parishioners! 

The Church of St. Peter would like to extend a warm 
welcome to our newly registered parishioners: 
 

Andrew and Ruth Grams and family 

Robert Hoffman 

Allan and Connie Kestler and family 

Rachel Mike 

Craig and Katie Pluff and family 

John and Alison Torinus and family 

 
We are excited to have you join our faith community!  

The students, staff and families at Faithful Shepherd 

would like to thank St. Peter’s parishioners for their 

continued support and prayers. In gratitude, Faithful 

Shepherd families are serving both roles of service during 

Mass and hospitality after Sunday Masses this weekend, 

April 11 and 12. Stop by the Faithful Shepherd 

informational table in the Gathering Space after Mass to 

learn more about Faithful Shepherd Catholic School. The 

school has many exciting events happening this Spring 

including a read-a-thon during the month of April and a 

middle school performance of Alice in Wonderland in 

May. 

Thank You from 

Faithful Shepherd 

Join us on Friday, April 17, for a fun family event! Bingo 

and Pizza Night in the Faithful Shepherd gym from 6 to 

8:30 p.m. Come for the fun with lots of great games and 

prizes! Five dollars ($5)/person or $15/family and yummy 

pizza, snacks, Rita’s Frozen Treats, and drinks available 

for additional purchase. All proceeds support Faithful 

Shepherd Catholic School. 

Faithful Shepherd Family Bingo 

and Pizza Night 

The Knights of Columbus are hosting a pizza night at 

Solos Pizza in the Eagan Promenade (1270 Promenade 

Place). Simply print the flyer from the KofC website 

(eaganknights.com) and come in to Solos on Wednesday, 

April 15, between 4 and 9 p.m. Thirty percent (30%) of 

your purchase will be donated to the Knights to benefit 

the good work being done in our community. Thank you 

for your support. 

Knights of Columbus 

Pizza Night at Solos 

Ecothon is an annual celebration and fundraiser at 

Faithful Shepherd Catholic School held each April. This 

April, Faithful Shepherd students will be collecting 

pledges for hours they spend reading (grades K-4) or 

performing roles of service (grades 5-8). In addition to 

collecting pledges, students take part in an Earth Day 

celebration on Thursday, April 23, participating in 

environmentally-focused activities throughout the day. 

The ultimate goal is to not only raise money to benefit the 

school, but to also raise awareness of protecting and 

enhancing our environment! 

 

If you are interested in supporting the Ecothon event thru 

a donation, visit http://bit.ly/1ytrVHH or call the school 

at 651-406-4747. Thank you for your support! 

Faithful Shepherd’s 4th Annual 

Ecothon—A-B-C-D-ECOTHON! 

Faithful Shepherd to 

Host Open House 

Our parish school, Faithful Shepherd Catholic School, is 

hosting a parish open house on Wednesday, April 29, 

from 8:15 to 10 a.m. Parishioners of all ages are invited to 

attend Mass at Faithful Shepherd that day, and afterwards, 

to join current parents and staff for coffee and donuts.  

Come see how the school has grown since its inception 15 

years ago! Hospitality after Mass will include student art 

displays, a photo slide show, the chance to talk with 

current staff and parents, information about the school 

and the opportunity to take a guided tour if desired. For 

more information call the school at 651-406-4747. 

Hearing and Vision Aids 

Available for Mass 

If you find it hard to hear at Mass or your ability to 

participate is inhibited by difficulty reading the hymnal or 

worship aids, we can help with that. Please see one of our 

friendly ushers and let them know of your need. We have 

hearing devices and magnifiers available for you to use 

while you’re here. Thank you. 
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Lee Education Center
One-to-One Tutoring

All Areas, All Ages

Celebrating Over 15 Years of
Academic Excellence in the

Parish Community

www.learnatlee.com
Member           651-683-9397

1629 Lena Ct. • Eagan

(651) 289-2000  
www.andiamomn.com

380 W. 7th St. 

St. Paul 
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CAR CARE BY PEOPLE WHO CARE

COMPLETE MECHANICAL REPAIRS

• AWARD WINNING COLLISION REPAIR 

• INSURANCE RECOMMENDED 

651-222-4458

Home Care 
Solutions

“The Shining Star in Home Care”
RN’s • LPN’s • Live-Ins • Aides

24 Hours A Day 763-231-9000

 Purple, Gold and You!

 Cretin-Derham Hall

 St. Paul, MN 55116

www.c-dh.org • 651-690-2443

Ken Pace - Bob Pace

1247 So. Robert Street

West St. Paul, MN 55118

651-455-9048 • 651-457-3935

Sinclair

We specialize in professional 
bumper to bumper auto care 
& repairs on foreign and 
domestic cars & trucks.

 Like a good neighbor,  

 State Farm is there.®

 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

 Steven J. Stremski, Agent

 20 Thompson Ave. E, Suite 201 • West St. Paul

  (651) 457-6348 • (877) 221-0346 
  www.stevestremski.com

971 Sibley Memorial Hwy.
Direct: (651) 224-4050

pdonohue@mnhomes.com

Specialists

25 Years  

of Service

White Funeral Homes
 Burnsville & Apple Valley

952-894-5080

www.whitefuneralhomes.com

John White, Parishioner

A P C

D J. B
--

A non-profit perpetual care cemetery 

serving all faiths since 1925.

BILL RASCHER 

MECHANICAL
Plumbing Heating Cooling

Residential & Commercial 
Remodeling - New Construction - Repairs

651-450-6622
www.BillRascherMech.com

Call Steve Commers 
for Courteous and Professional Service 

SteveCommers@edinarealty.com

                  651-554-3131

 
Auto, Home, Business, 

 & Life Insurance

David P. Kelliher 
Owner/Agent

West Saint Paul, MN 55118

kelliherins@gmail.com

Of ce 651-451-1325

  Cleaners
Dry Cleaning & Laundry Service

984 S. SMITH, W. ST. PAUL, MN 55118

457-2909
Drive-thru window

Heritage Center
Is Available For

Meetings & Parties
Rental Discount For

St. Peter’s Parishioners

Call Mary Jubenville
At The Parish Of"ce

651-452-4550
For Information & Reservations

Max Steininger Inc.
Excavation, Demolition, Earth Retention

Serving Commercial, Municipal, & Industrial Customers 

Since 1968

(651) 454-6620

Klecatsky & Sons 

West Funeral Home

www.klecatskys.com
651-454-9488

West St. Paul and Eagan
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   651-452-1311
Join Us

Saturday & Sunday for 
Breakfast from  
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

1352 Sibley Memorial Hwy • Mendota

print | solutions
Specializing in B2B & Nonprofit Printing & Mailing

Dave Cavallaro  952-469-5933
www.printsolutionsmn.com

1000 S. Concord St. • So. St. Paul, MN 55075 
651-451-1313 • www.furymotors.com

    24/7
Shop

Contact Terry Collins to place an ad today! 

TCollins@4LPi.com or 952-852-4053



2015 Workcamp Pancake Breakfast 
to benefit Workcamp and our trip  

to Hastings, Michigan this summer 

Sunday April 19 
10am—1pm 

Heritage Center 

Come and join us after Mass for a wonderful breakfast of 

pancakes, sausage and egg bake. 

Adults: $7 

Kids: $4 

Family: $20 

All proceeds benefit Workcamp and our summer 

mission trip to Hastings, MI to help with home re-

pairs for those in need. 


