
SUNDAY MASSES 

(All in Main Church) 

Saturday at 5 p.m. 
Sunday at 9 & 11 a.m. 
 

Holy Days as announced. 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
(All in Historic Church) 
Monday-Friday at 9 a.m.  

ADORATION 
(In Historic Church) 
Tuesday 9:30-6 p.m. 

RECONCILIATION
(In Main Church) 
Friday 8-8:45 a.m.  
Saturday 3:30-4:45 p.m. 
Any time by appointment. 

The Ascension of the Lord MAY 28, 2017 

ONLINE 

stpetersmendota.org 

facebook.com/stpetersmendota 

@StPetersMendota 

  

I recently had my first experience of being called to the 
bedside of a dying person. It was a sunny Saturday 
morning, and I had just enjoyed a wonderful breakfast with 
my children and grandchildren. Since it was Mother’s Day 
weekend, I was off to do some shopping for Anne while she 
and the grandchildren headed to the zoo. My phone rang in 
the car on the way to the mall. There was urgency in the 
voice of the caller, and I immediately turned my vehicle 
around and headed home to quickly change and make my 
way to the hospital. 
 

Ron was a friend of mine from my home parish. His 
daughter and my daughter were best friends in grade school 
and throughout high school. I entered the hospital room 
where the family had gathered, introduced myself and led 
the family in prayers for Ron. Over the next 45 minutes, I 
watched as each member whispered words of comfort and 
love into Ron’s ear. Nurses came into the room frequently 
to check the monitors and to provide support. Ron passed 
from this world into the Father’s arms at 12:10 p.m. on the 
Feast of Our Lady of Fatima. I was blessed to offer the 
wake service and to assist and preach at his funeral Mass. 
 

This weekend, the Church celebrates the Ascension of the 
Lord. After 40 days with his followers, Jesus ascended to 
the Father and sent the Holy Spirit to guide His Church on 
earth. This was truly a homecoming unlike any the world 
has ever seen! Jesus completed the work the Father had sent 
him to do on this earth, and he returned to the Father. 
 

I was deeply touched this week by the reality of death.  
Saying goodbye to a loved one is a painful and difficult 
experience. Jesus knew the day would come when he would 
leave those he loved on this earth and return to the Father.  
In a similar way, each of us knows that our time on this 
earth is short. In the case of my friend, Ron, cancer entered 
his life several years ago. Like many, he had several bouts 
of battling the illness, and ultimately, it was cancer that took 
his life. Ron fought bravely to the end, and despite the tears 
and pleas of his loved ones to stay, Ron was called to his 
true home in heaven. It was inspiring to witness Ron’s faith 
in God and the faith that sustained his family through this 
painful time. 
 

The gospel I proclaimed at the foot of Ron’s bed on the day 
of his death is from John:14. Jesus, knowing that he would 
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soon endure his passion and death, prepared his disciples 
for what was coming in these words: 
 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe 
in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s 
house there are many dwelling places.” 
 

The day of the Lord’s Ascension must have been a day of 
both sadness and joy for his disciples. Jesus had given them 
everything—his very life! And now Jesus was leaving them 
again; this time he would not return. The sadness of not 
having his physical presence with them on earth was 
tempered with joy for all the many gifts he left with them, 
as he went to the Father. Jesus now intercedes for all of us 
from the throne room in heaven!  
 

Saying farewell to a loved one is never easy. Throughout 
the gospels, Jesus reminds us to be prepared, for we know 
not the day or the hour when we will be called home. Our 
life on this earth is a journey back to the Father who created 
us, to the Son who redeemed us and to the Spirit who 
guided us on our journey of earthly life. We are so blessed 
to be children of a loving Father! Let us celebrate this feast 
of the Ascension of the Lord with great joy, knowing that at 
each Mass Jesus gives us the greatest gift we can receive: 
His very Body and Blood as spiritual nourishment for our 
journey. 
 

On a side note, I want to thank you again for all of your 
prayers, love, and support during my recent hospitalization 
and recovery. I am feeling much better! Your prayers have 
been a great comfort to me and my family, as I continue to 
explore the causes for the blood clots. God has brought me 
so many lessons and so much peace, during this time of 
suffering. I hope to be able to use some of my experience in 
future homilies, and as I minister to my brothers and sisters 
in Christ. Thanks to each of you for your concern and your 
prayers. I love you so much! 
 

In Christ,  
 

Deacon Tim 

 

 



YOUTH NEWS 
 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 

St. John Neumann • St. Peter • St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive • Eagan, MN 55121 

651-406-4747 • www.fscsmn.org 

OFFICE INFORMATION 
 

¨ Father Steven Hoffman: 651-452-4550 
¨ Deacon Tim Hennessey: 651-905-4301 
 

Parish Office Hours: Mon - Thurs, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
 Fri, 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

Phone: 651-452-4550  
Email: church@stpetersmendota.org 
 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, 

WEDDINGS 

Call the parish office for more information. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 

Submit via website, to Mary LeClair 
(maryleclair62@gmail.com) or call the parish office. 

Please remember to 
register for the 2017 - 
2018 year, if you have 
not yet done so. Please 
register online by going to St. Peter’s website at 
www.stpetersmendota.org, and clicking on the Faith 
Formation tab. In the drop down box, click on RE/FF 
Registration for 2017 - 2018 and follow the directions 
located there. The registration deadline was May 15. 

Registrations will now have a late fee charged. 

REGISTRATION FOR 2017-2018 

Check out St. Peter’s website at 
www.stpetersmendota.org, our Facebook page 
at facebook.com/stpetersmendota and Twitter 
@StPetersMendota.  

St. Peter’s Parish extends its sympathy to the family 
and friends of Mary Ellen Steffes and Othilde 
Schwartzkopff. We invite all to join us in 
praying that God may make them sharers in 
eternal salvation. 

SINCERE SYMPATHY 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Thank you for your generous 
support of our teens and their trip to 
Tennessee this past weekend at our 
Sponsor A Workcamper Fundraiser. 

Were you hoping to make a donation and didn't have your 
checkbook? We are still gratefully accepting donations. 
Simply put "Workcamp" in the memo line on your check 
and either drop it off at the office or put it in the collection 
basket on Sunday. 

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

New to St. Peter's Parish!  
Calling all high school youth! Join us this summer at the 
Steubenville St. Paul conference! This life-changing 
weekend includes praise and worship, adoration, 
internationally known speakers, Mass and more! Encounter 
Jesus in a new and personal way - your life will never be the 
same. The conference is July 28-30. Registration material is 
available on the information counter. 
For more information and to sign-up, 
call Elizabeth at 651-905-4312, or 
you can email her at 
emccanna@stpetersmendota.org. 

All middle school and high school youth are welcome to 
join us Thursdays, during July for Summer Stretch! Spend 
the mornings serving others and the afternoons out on an 

adventure! The fun starts on 
Thursday, July 6, and runs each 
Thursday through August 3. For more 
information, and to sign up, check the 
information counter or contact 
Elizabeth McCanna. 

STEUBENVILLE ST. PAUL  

YOUTH CONFERENCE 

SUMMER STRETCH 

Next Sunday, our Workcamp Team will be 
washing cars in the lower parking lot 
during the 9 and 11 a.m. Masses to help 
raise funds for our trip to Covington, 
Tennessee. Just follow the signs and park 
your car in the designated portion of the 
parking lot. Your car will be washed for you while you 
pray! Free will donations will be gratefully accepted. 

CARWASH NEXT WEEKEND 



ADMINISTRATIVE NEWS • STEWARDSHIP • COMMUNITY NEWS 

The annual meeting and installation of officers for the St. 
Peter’s Council of Catholic Women (SPCCW) will take 
place on Wednesday, June 7, in Heritage Center, from 6 to 
8:30 p.m. There will be a short board meeting, election and 
installation of officers followed by a pasta dinner and 
entertainment. All women of St. Peter’s are invited. 
 

Nominated candidates for the 2017-2018 SPCCW officers 
include Lisa Brooks for President, Nancy Stanton for Vice 
President, Barbara Kaufmann for Secretary and Connie 
Powell for Treasurer. The SPCCW by-laws allow for 
additional nominations to be made at the meeting. Please 
stop by the CCW table after Mass this weekend or next 
weekend, June 3/4, to sign up for the Installation of Officers 
and dinner, or call Nancy Stanton at 651-686-9009 to 
RSVP. 

ANNUAL ST. PETER’S CCW MEETING 

Have you ever wanted to learn more 
about the history of our parish? Our 
Historic Church will be open for FREE 
tours every Sunday through Labor Day, 

from 12 noon to 2 p.m. Feel free to stop in and learn about 
your community’s very own historic site! 

HISTORIC CHURCH TOURS 

It’s not too late to sign up for our 
upcoming photography event! 
Photography session times are still 
available. Head to our website at 
www.stpetersmendota.org and follow 
the sign up link. Plan on arriving just a couple minutes 
before your appointment time. 
 

We are still looking for people who would be willing to 
take a shift with the photo directory check-in. We need to 
have someone at the church on June 1 through 10. The 
weekday time slots to choose from are from 2 to 9 p.m. and 
the weekends are from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Even if you can 
only help for 1 hour, it would be greatly appreciated. We 
need only one person for each shift. Please call Anne 
O’Keefe at 651-905-4308 or email her at 
aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org. 

ST. PETER’S PHOTO DIRECTORY 

The parish office will be adjusting their 
hours for the summer months. Beginning 
June 2 through September 1, the office will 
close at 12 noon on Fridays. Our summer 

hours are now Monday through Thursday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and Friday, 8 a.m. to 12 noon. 

SUMMER HOURS  

FOR PARISH OFFICE 

THANK YOU, DONORS 

On May 4, the Red Cross collected 22 pints of 
life-saving blood. Thank you St. Peter’s donors. 
Thank you also to all the volunteers who helped 

with the drive. The next blood drive will be Thursday, 
September 14. 

Anytime you are looking for resources to encourage and 
help you grow in faith, consider checking out the Resource 
Center located in the Gathering Space. You will find books, 
CD’s and pamphlets about a variety of issues. In addition, 
you will be able to choose spiritual reading you can trust, 
recommended by Fr. Steven, Lisa Amos and Elizabeth 
McCanna (Yes, there are even books for teens and young 
people!). 
 

The resource center is self-funded, so we would ask that, if 
possible for you, to please consider donating $5/CD, $1/
pamphlet, and the list price of the books you choose, which 
is typically on the back cover. Being we want everyone to 
be able to enjoy these resources, whether they can donate or 
not, we also welcome generous donations above these 
suggestions. There is a slot for donations in the Resource 
Center itself. If you are unable to donate, please take a 
resource anyway! Thank you and may God bless your every 
effort to grow in faith and love. 

RESOURCE CENTER 

We received a donation of Dept. 56 Christmas Villages and 
have decided to host another sale of these beautiful items. 
All proceeds will go toward the Adoration Chapel project. 
If you are doing your spring cleaning and find you have too 
many Dept. 56 Christmas Villages, please feel free to 
donate them to St. Peter’s. Bring your Christmas Villages to 
the parish office by June 22, and we will sell them on June 
25, during the Feast of St. Peter celebration. Please contact 
Anne O’Keefe at 651-905-4308 or 
aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org with questions.  

“IT TAKES A VILLAGE” 

TO BUILD A CHAPEL 

It’s spring cleaning time! Volunteers are needed to help 

clean the Heritage Center kitchen on Tuesday, June 6, at 10 

a.m. Lunch will be provided. Thank you! 

KITCHEN CLEANING

St. Peter’s office will be closed on Monday, May 29, in 

observance of Memorial Day. 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 



THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR: MAY 22 

Monday, May 29 - Memorial Day - Parish Office 
Closed 
 10 am Memorial Day Mass, Main Church  
 

Tuesday, May 30 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 9:30 am Adoration Before the Blessed Sacrament 
  until 6 pm, Historic Church 
 

Wednesday, May 31 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Conference Rm 1 
 1:30 pm Cemetery Committee Meeting, 
  Conference Room 1 
 7 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
 

Thursday, June 1 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 2 pm Life Touch Photo Sessions, Ravoux Room 
 7 pm AA Meeting, Classroom 5 
 

Friday, June 2 
 8 am Confession, Main Church 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 2 pm Life Touch Photo Sessions, Ravoux Room 
 

Saturday, June 3 
 9 am & 10:30 am 

  AA Meeting, Classrooms 
 10 am Life Touch Photo Sessions, Ravoux Room 
 3:30 pm Confession, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 

Sunday, June 4 - Hospitality Sunday 
 Hosted By CCW 
 8 am Workcamp Car Wash, Parish Parking Lot 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 

  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 9 & 11 am 
  Mass, Main Church 

 10 am Life Touch Photo Sessions, Ravoux Room 
 12 pm Historic Church Tours, Historic Church 
 

Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-
 9/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 
Monday: Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-
 7ab/Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21/Jn 
 17:1-11a 
Wednesday: Zep 3:14-18a or Rom 12:9-16/Is 12:2-
 3, 4bcd, 5-6/Lk 1:39-56 
Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-
 11/Jn 17:20-26 
Friday: Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19
 -20ab/Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday: Morning: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 
 11:4-5, 7/Jn 21:20-25 
Next Sunday: Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-
 20b or Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104:1
 -2, 24, 35, 27-30/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 
 7:37-39 
Pentecost Day: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-31, 34/1 Cor 
 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 20:19-23 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 28 

St. Peter’s is here to bring the good news of the 
Gospel to all, so that every person can have a 
personal, life changing, life giving relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 

Parish Pastoral Council Email: 
ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio…………………………..651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie………………………….651-365-1334 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

The following are the intentions offered by 

the priest at Mass: 

Monday, May 29     Barbara Huberty 
Tuesday, May 30 † Marti Smith 
Wednesday, May 31 † Mary Lou Hottinger 
Thursday, June 1 † James Brown, Jr. 
Friday, June 2 † Richard Gangl 
Saturday, June 3    Mass For The People 
Sunday, June 4, 9 a.m.    Rose Ryan 
                        11 a.m. † Marian & Leo Reding 

Come as a Guest
Leave as a Friend  

MASS INTENTIONS 

Go, therefore, and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, 
until the end of the age." 



PASTORAL MINISTRY 

FOLLOWING JESUS 

The Ascension of Jesus into heaven requires 
his disciples to learn how to depend on the 
Holy Spirit. They must wait for inspiration on 
when and how to act, what to speak and the  

courage to endure every hardship. If we are facing any 
delicate or difficult situation in our lives, let’s follow this 
lesson of Jesus, by giving it completely over to Him and then 
humbly waiting on the Holy Spirit to guide us and give us 
what we need. “Come Holy Spirit, I trust in You.” 

PERPETUAL ADORATION 

"In our self-centered culture and classic 
American emphasis on work, we often feel 
we have to accomplish something during our 
times of prayer before the Blessed 
Sacrament. We rate our experience by how 
'good' our prayer was, how heartfelt our 
devotion was or how focused we could 

remain. Yet prayer and contemplation are fundamentally 
God's work, in which we are invited to participate. We need 
only to give Him the opening, and He will do the rest. By 
coming to adoration, we are handing Him the keys to our 
hearts, allowing the rays of His love and grace to bathe our 
souls in the light of His Presence, as the rays of the sun 
bathe our bodies in light. If we can take the time to pull 
away from the busyness and distractions of life and just sit 
at His feet, He will lead us." (Poor Clares of Perpetual 
Adoration, Manual for Adoration, p. 33)  
 

We will all soon have the opportunity to accept this 
invitation in St. Peter's Adoration Chapel. What a gift. 
Thank you, Jesus! All are welcome. To schedule your time 

to participate in the Perpetual Adoration program, 

please contact Lisa Amos at 651-905-4304 or Mark 

Mischke at 651-481-69002  

HEALING THE WOUNDS OF ABUSE 

Grief to Grace is a five-day retreat fully centered upon the 
healing love of Jesus Christ. It is for anyone who has 
suffered physical, emotional, sexual or spiritual abuse. This 
effective model of care provides a powerful therapy for the 
soul. Our next local G2G Retreat is scheduled for August 
20 - 25. For more information or to answer your questions, 
please visit www.grieftograce.org or contact Diane at 
diane@grieftograce.org or 612-440-7247. 
 

A past attendee commented, “I was fascinated by the 

retreat and speechless at the depth of the 
growth and healing it facilitated.” “He 

walks with me and my wounds are sacred 

to Him. He weeps with me and for me.” 

FROM GRIEF TO GRACE 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

St. Peter’s Prayer Shawl Ministry will 
have a gathering on Thursday, June 22, 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the Family 
Room. Those who knit and crochet are 
always welcome to join us for 
fellowship, prayer and shared work. For more information 
about this meeting, please contact Laura Elm at 
lblynam@yahoo.com or 612-578-0377. 

Join Fr. Steven and Lisa Amos on Friday, June 30, in 
making a pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe in La Crosse, Wisconsin. We will travel together 
to this beautiful and sacred place, dedicated to the Blessed 
Mother and her intercession for the unborn and the poor.  
We will depart at 7 a.m. and return by 7:30 p.m. 
 

While there, we will enjoy a guided tour, Mass at the Shrine 
Church, a delicious lunch at Culina Mariana Cafe, and 
ample time on our own for exploration and prayer at the 
many devotional areas available. Before heading back to 
Minnesota, we’ll stop nearby to visit the Mary of the 
Angels Chapel at St. Rose of Viterbo Convent, where the 
Franciscan sisters have maintained 130 years of Perpetual 
Adoration. A boxed meal dinner will be provided. 
 

Reservations are limited; parishioners have priority 
registration through May 31. Reserve 
your spot now by contacting Lisa 
Amos at 651-905-4304 or 
lamos@stpetersmendota.org. The 
cost is $65/person. The registration 
deadline is June 9. 

ST. PETER’S  

SPRING GROUP PILGRIMAGE 

Archbishop Bernard Hebda invites you to 
celebrate the beautiful mystery of the mutual 
self-gift between a man and woman in the 
Sacrament of Matrimony on Saturday, June 3, 

at 10 a.m., at the Cathedral of Saint Paul for Mass, renewal 
of vows and a short reception. Couples celebrating their 
silver, golden and platinum anniversaries will be honored in 
a special way and are encouraged to attend. Families and 
friends of all couples are welcome! 
 

Couples married one or more years may request a 
commemorative certificate signed by Archbishop Hebda. 
To request a certificate, please contact the Office of 
Marriage, Family and Life at 651-291-4488 or 
mfl@archspm.org. 

ARCHDIOCESAN MARRIAGE  

DAY CELEBRATION 




