
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.stpetersmendota.org 

PASTOR: 

Fr. Steven Hoffman ...................................... 651-452-4550 

Deacon Tim Hennessey ............................... 651-905-4301 
 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: 

Lisa Amos .................................................... 651-905-4304 
 

BUSINESS MANAGER: 

Mary Jubenville ............................................. 651-905-4307 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/FAITH FORMATION: 

Kathy Raible, Director .................................. 651-905-4311 
Elizabeth McCanna, Youth Coordinator ....... 651-905-4312 

Beth Halbert, Sunday School Coordinator ... 651-905-4313 

Religious Education Information Line .......... 651-905-4314 
 

MUSIC and LITURGY: 

David Dunst, Director ................................... 651-905-4323 
 

COMMUNITY LIFE COORDINATOR: 

Anne O’Keefe ............................................... 651-905-4308 
 

OFFICE STAFF: 

Rita Holien, Bulletin-Website Coordinator.... 651-905-4302 

Carolyn Rynders, Parish Assistant .............. 651-452-4550 
 

MAINTENANCE: 

Tom Deshler ................................................. 651-905-4322 

John Raible .................................................. 651-452-4550 
 

Parish Office: ............................................ 651-452-4550 
Office Hours: .............. 8 am-4 pm Monday through Friday 

Fax: ..................................................... 651-456-0646 

E-mail: ......................... church@stpetersmendota.org 
 

Parish School: Faithful Shepherd 

651-406-4747, www.fscsmn.org 

3355 Columbia Drive 

Eagan, MN 55121 
 
 

SUNDAY MASSES (all in the Main Church) 

Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday 9 am and 11 am  

WEEKDAY MASSES (all in the Historic Church) 

9 am Monday-Friday 

HOLY DAYS As announced. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Fridays, 8 to 8:45 am and Saturdays 3:30 to 4:45 pm 

and also any time by appointment. 
 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS 

Call the parish office for more information. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 
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We are fortunate this year to have a full week between the 
Fourth Sunday of Advent and Christmas. We have a 
ready-made opportunity to focus on the coming of the 
Word into the form of an innocent baby, as well as 
anticipate with longing and hope, Christ’s Second 
Coming at the end of days. 
 

In 2016, the Fourth Week of Advent closely coincides 
with the “O” Antiphon Days. The observance of these 
days, from December 17-23, is a beautiful and rich way to 
immerse ourselves in what is to come so very soon and 
has been a part of our Church’s practice since the early 
Eighth century. Primarily used in the evening prayers of 
the Liturgy of Hours, just before the Magnificat, each 
antiphon calls upon a name of Jesus. 
 

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB) describes them thus:  “They are a magnificent 
theology that uses ancient biblical imagery drawn from 
the messianic hopes of the Old Testament to proclaim the 
coming Christ as the fulfillment not only of Old 
Testament hopes, but present ones as well. Their repeated 
use of the imperative "Come!" embodies the longing of 
all for the Divine Messiah.” This is precisely what we’ve 
been doing for the first three weeks of Advent - hearing 
the Old Testament foretelling the coming of Jesus as our 
Messiah. We have also been experiencing our continued 
desire for his arrival at Christmas, at the end of time and 
in our daily life - particularly when we gather to celebrate 
the Most Holy Eucharist. 
 

Most of us have prayed them countless times, even if 
we’ve never been aware of doing so. The verses of the 
popular Christmas hymn, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
appeal to Jesus, each with a different name, to come and 
be with us, and it proclaims in the refrain His coming. In 
addition, those who attend the weekday Masses on these 
days will hear the “O” Antiphon of the day as the Gospel 
Acclamation. 
 

I look forward to these “O” Antiphon Days each year. I 
don’t make a big deal of it because it is the very 
simplicity of the prayers that attracts me and draws me 
closer in intimate relationship with Jesus. Although every 
new year I promise myself a greater dedication to 
consistent Prayer of the Hours, and every year I fail, in 
early spring, I am always filled with gladness to be back 
to it in mid-December with the “O” Antiphons. 
 

You don’t need to pray the Hours to fully appreciate and 
enter into the spirit of these special prayers, either. It 
could be something as simple as saying them together as 
you light the Advent candles each night, now all four and 
in hopeful anticipation of lighting the white Christ candle 

Reflections From Our  

Pastoral Associate 

in just a few days. It might be copying the antiphon for 
the day, while you offer your day to God each morning 
and tucking it into your pocket to ponder as you go about 
your last minute holiday errands and preparations. Maybe 
you feel moved to attend a weekday Mass or two this 
week, or all of them if you can. If you are blessed with a 
love of song, perhaps you’ll listen to and sing O Come, O 
Come Emmanuel as you never have before. I journal in 
the morning as part of my daily devotion, and I like to 
write about how each of Christ’s names moves and 
touches me. Every year I discover something new. 
 

 “O” Antiphons 
 

December 17  O Wisdom of our God Most High, 
guiding creation with power and love: come to teach us 
the path of knowledge! 
 

December 18  O Leader of the House of Israel, giver of 
the Law to Moses on Sinai: come to rescue us with your 
mighty power! 
 

December 19 O Root of Jesse’s stem, sign of God’s 
love for all his people: come to save us without delay! 
 

December 20 O Key of David, opening the gates of 
God’s eternal Kingdom: come and free the prisoners of 
darkness! 
 

December 21 O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal 
light, sun of justice: come and shine on those who dwell 
in darkness and in the shadow of death. 
 

December 22 O King of all nations and keystone of the 

Church: come and save man, whom you formed from the 
dust! 
 

December 23 O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of 
Law: come to save us, Lord our God!  
 

Whether you already make the “O” Antiphons a part of 
your Advent preparation or you are hearing of them for 
the first time, my prayer for you is that this last week of 
Advent affords you time to be with the Lord in a deeper 
way, and that knowing and praying with His names will 
bring you joy and an awakening awareness of his place in 
your life. May your Christmas feast find you ready for 
Him, with hearts full of hope and radiating the joy of His 
love for you. God bless you. 

 

 

 

Lisa Amos 

Pastoral Associate 
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Workcamp Bake Sale  

This Weekend! 

Stop by the Workcamp table after Mass this weekend, 
December 17 and 18, to get a sweet treat or 
two to support our high school mission trip 
to Covington, TN! All items are available 
for a free will donation, and all funds raised 
go directly towards offsetting the cost of the trip for our 
youth. 
 

Want to join us this summer? If you’re in high school, 
contact Elizabeth at emccanna@stpetersmendota.org or 
651-905-4312 for more information and to get signed up! 

The Christmas Pageant performance is today, Sunday, 
December 18, after the 9 a.m. 

Mass. All are welcome to stay after 
Mass and enjoy the program.  

Christmas Pageant  FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 

 

St. John Neumann 
St. Peter 

St. Thomas Becket 
3355 Columbia Drive 
Eagan, MN 55121 
651-406-4747 

 www.fscsmn.org 

High School Youth 
All high school youth are welcome to join us at Perissos, 
our new high school ministry. Join us on Wednesdays, in 
the Heritage Center, from 6:30-8 p.m., as we all grow in 
our love of Christ and His Church. Our next meeting is 
January 4. For more information contact Elizabeth 
M c C a n n a  a t  6 5 1 - 9 0 5 - 4 3 1 2  o r 
emccanna@stpetersmendota.org. 

Perissos 

RE Classes  
There will be no Grade 1 – 8 classes on Wednesday, 
December 21 or 28 due to the Christmas break. We will 
resume classes on Wednesday, January 4. Grade 2 will 
not resume classes until January 18. 
 
No Sunday School or LWC 
There will be no Sunday School or Liturgy of the Word 
for Children on Sunday, December 18, 25 or January 1.  
We will resume both of these programs on Sunday, 
January 8. 
 
First Eucharist Program 
Classes for the First Eucharist program will begin on 
Wednesday, January 18. Your second grade child should 
have been registered in the Reconciliation program 
(Grade 2) and will therefore be automatically enrolled in 
the First Eucharist program. Please call Kathy Raible at 
651-905-4311, if you have any questions or concerns. 

Religious Education News 

Join us this Summer for Workcamp! 
All high school youth are invited to join Elizabeth, Fr. 
Steven and the rest of the Workcamp Team, as we travel 
to Covington, Tennessee from June 24 through July 1! 
Spend a week being the hands and feet of Christ for the 
people of Covington, all while making new friends, 
having fun and eating lots of Dairy Queen! Fundraising 
starts in just a couple weeks so make sure to sign up 
today! For an information packet 
and application, please contact 
E l i z a b e t h  M c C a n n a  a t 
emccanna@stpetersmendota.org 
or 651-905-4312. 

Workcamp News 

Holy Angels Honor Roll 

Academy of Holy Angels 
is proud to announce the 
2016-17 Trimester One 
Honor Roll. Students 
whose grade point average meets one of the following 
criteria are commended. 
 

The criteria for the AHA honor roll are as follows: 
• Scholars of Distinction—GPA 4.000 or higher 
• High Honors—GPA 3.6667 or higher 
• Honor Roll—GPA 3.2000 or higher 
 

The following students from St. Peter’s made the list. 
• Scholars of Distinction - Davis Thalhuber 
• Honor Roll - Nicholas Kronschnabel 
• Honor Roll - Riley Thalhuber  
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Because our Parish has such a rich history, and many  
parishioners have been “life-long members,” we are 
hoping that some people might have pictures and/or 
articles of our church. We would love to make copies of 
the pictures/articles and display them. The pictures that 
we are most interested in, are of the early years of our 
parish, as well as when it had a school. Thank you in 
advance for your help. If you are interested in helping out 
with this project, please contact Anne O’Keefe at 
aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org or call 651-905-4308. 

Looking Into Our Past  

Christmas Envelopes 
This year, Christmas Day falls on a Sunday. We hope that 
you will maintain your regular weekly support along with 
offering a special Christmas contribution to the parish. 
 

Automatic Withdrawal—Electronic Funds 
Transfer 
Please consider using our automatic giving program 
through our ACH program. Forms are available in the 
parish office or online at www.stpetersmendota.org/
community/stewardship/financial-giving/. 
 

Stock Contributions 
Appreciated stock is a great way to make a contribution 
AND perhaps maximize your tax benefit. Please contact 
Mary Jubenville at the parish office at 651-905-4307. 
 

End of the Year Information 
Parishioners are reminded that all donations must be 
received in the parish office or postmarked by Saturday, 
December 31, to be included as a 2016 contribution. All 
proceeds from the 5 p.m. Mass on December 31 will be 
recorded as received in 2016. All proceeds from the 9 and 
11 a.m. Masses on January 1 will be recorded as received 
in 2017. No exceptions can be made. If a stock 
contribution is to be made, be sure to allow enough time 
for the transaction to be completed. Stock transfer 
instructions are available by calling Mary Jubenville at 
651-905-4307. 

Year End Giving 

New Parishioner Dinner 
St. Peter’s is hosting a dinner for all new parishioners on 
Saturday, January 7, following the 5 p.m. Mass, to 
welcome you and give you a chance to meet other new 
members and some long-time parishioners. There will be 
drawings for a few prizes, as well as a tour of our Historic 
Church. If you plan to attend, contact Anne O’Keefe at 
651-905-4308 or aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org. 
Volunteers Needed! 
Interested in helping at the New Parishioner dinner? We 
need people who are excited to welcome new parishioners 
to St. Peter’s! Please contact Anne O’Keefe if you are 
i n t e r e s t e d ,  a t  6 5 1 - 9 0 5 - 4 3 0 8  o r 
aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org. 

2016 New Parishioners 

The Prison Ministry program at the recent deanery 
meeting here prompted attendees to request information 
about Angel Tree, a program of prison fellowship that 
reaches out with the love of Christ to children of prisoners 
and their families. It's an opportunity to share God's love 
by helping to meet the physical, emotional and spiritual 
needs of the families of prisoners. For more information 
go to www.prisonfellowship.org/about/angel-tree/. 

Angel Tree Prison Ministry  

Christmas Flowers 

We are now accepting donations for Christmas flowers in 
memory or honor of a loved one. If you would like to 
make a donation, pick-up an envelope on the information 

counter or in the parish office, and return it 
through Sunday collections or to the parish 
office by Monday, December 19. All names 
will be listed on a flyer in our Christmas 
bulletin. 

St. Peter’s Ministry Fair 

Everyone is invited to join us for our Ministry Fair on 
January 7 and 8, after all Masses. Learn more about the 
many exciting ministries with which our volunteers are 
involved, and find out how you can be a part of the work 
of Christ being done here at St. Peter’s. There is 
something for everyone and opportunities that will suit 
any schedule. We will have donuts and coffee following 
the Sunday Mass as well. 
 

Our ministry leaders and members are looking forward to 
sharing their stories with you and answering your 
questions. We also love to hear from you. This is a chance 
to consider more fully where God is leading you to serve 
as His disciple. We can help you match the gifts He has 
given to you with the many ways they can help other 
beloved children of God. 



Monday, December 19 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary) 
 7 pm Boy Scout Meeting, Ravoux Room 
 

Tuesday, December 20 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary) 
 9:30 am Adoration Before the Blessed Sacrament  
  until 6 pm, Historic Church 

 10:30 am Mobile Meals, Off Campus 
 6:30 pm ALPHA Meeting, Conference Room 1 
 

Wednesday, December 21 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary) 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Ravoux Room 
 5 pm Environment Committee, Main Church 
 7 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
 

Thursday, December 22 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary) 
 7 pm AA Meeting, Classroom 5 
 

Friday, December 23 
 8 am Confessions, Main Church  

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary) 
 

Saturday, December 24 
 9 and 10:30 am 

  AA Meeting, Classrooms 2, 4 
 3:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
 4 pm Christmas Eve Mass, Main Church 

 8 pm Christmas Eve Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass 

  Book Giveaway, Gathering Space 

Sunday, December 25 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 

  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 9 & 11 am 

  Christmas Day Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass 
  Book Giveaway, Gathering Space 
 

The Week of December 19 Parish Pastoral Council 

Paul Hirsch.………………………………..651-431-1832 
Sarah Larsen…………….…………………612-384-1474 
Laurie Reding……………………………...651-688-8536 
Maria Schwartz………………………….…651-452-1796 
Alice Sheeler………………………...……..651-457-8119 
Nancy Stanton……………………………...651-686-9009 
Joseph Towle…………………………….…651-683-9250 
Parish Pastoral Council Email: 

ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 
 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio………………………………..651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie……………………………….651-365-1334 

Readings for the  

Week of December 18 

Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24 

Monday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71/Lk 1:5-25 

Tuesday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24/Lk 1:26-38 

Wednesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33/Lk 1:39

  -45 

Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2/Lk 1:46-56 

Friday:  Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25/Lk 1:57-66 

All Christmas Masses 

  Is 9:1-6/Ps 96/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:1-14 
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The following are the intentions remembered by 
the priest at Mass: 
 Monday, December 19 - Sandra Erickson 
 Tuesday, December 20 - †Arlene Holst 
 Wednesday, December 21 - †Marceline Wohlers 
 Thursday, December 22 - †Lyle Kahnke 
 Friday, December 23 - Tasha & Franco Zerno 
 Saturday, December 24 - 4 p.m. - †George Zirnhelt 
 Saturday, December 24 - 8 p.m. - †Br. Michael & Dick 
                                                            Gaworski 
 Sunday, December 25 - 9 a.m. - †Jeffrey Weiss 
 Sunday, December 25 - 11 a.m. - Mass For The People 

Mass Intentions 



Fourth Sunday of Advent Page 6 

PASTORAL MINISTRY 

Encounter on Relavent Radio 

Tune in to 1330AM for this program 
dedicated to the Holy Spirit. Encounter 
features a unique look at Holy Scripture and 
prayer. It is your thirty minute weekend 
retreat. It features hosts Fr. Michael Becker 
and Sheryl Moran. Encounter airs on Saturdays, from 11 
to 11:30 a.m. and Sundays, from 1 to 1:30 p.m. They are 
available online, on-air and on the app. 

Meaning “Heart of Jesus,” Cor Jesu is a moving 
opportunity to worship Christ in community with the 
Church through Eucharistic adoration, confession, praise 
and worship, benediction and fellowship. 
 

Join college age and young adults for these evenings at St. 
Mary’s Chapel at the Saint Paul Seminary School of 
Divinity, 2260 Summit Avenue, in St. Paul, at 8 p.m. on 
the following first Fridays: February 3, March 3, April 7 
and May 5. 

Cor Jesu 

Dear Father Hoffman, 
 

On behalf of the Catholic Services Appeal Foundation, I 
want to thank you and your parishioners for your support 
of the needed work of the Catholic Services Appeal. This 
year, a portion of all donations from your parishioners are 
returned to your parish for Catholic formation, 
educational programs or for the greatest needs facing your 
church. 
 

Enclosed is a check for $16,682.91. May it help to build 
up the Body of Christ in your parish community. 
 

Gratefully, 
 

Tim Healy 
President of the Catholic Services Appeal Foundation 

Thank You From Catholic 

Services Appeal Foundation 

Parishioners and friends are welcome for private prayer 

before the Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church on 
Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass until 6 p.m. 
 

Matthew 26:40-41—Jesus said to Peter: 

“Could you not watch with me one hour? 
 

Watch and pray.” 
 

For more information or if you have questions, please 
contact Rita Lew at 651-399-0921 or ritalew5@mac.com.  

Eucharistic Adoration 

Thank You For Supporting  

Senior Religious 

A sister from Indiana writes, “Because of your 
kindness, our elderly sisters will have the 
comfort, security and joy of living out their 
remaining years, here in their home. You truly 
honor them and their many years of service by 
your generosity.” 
 

Religious across the United States offer sincere thanks for 
your generosity to last week’s collection for the 
Retirement Fund for Religious. 

Space Still Available! 
We have spaces remaining for our Ugandan Mission trip 
scheduled for May 31 through June 12, 2017. We would 
love to have you join us! The trip will involve a 
pilgrimage to the Ugandan Martyrs Celebration as well as 
mission work at the schools, where we support children 
through sponsorships. For more information, please 
contact Laurie Reding at lreding1@aol.com, or by phone 
at 612-419-1709. 

Uganda Mission Trip 

The St. Peter’s Choir will be going Christmas caroling 
today, Sunday, December 18, at the two senior living 
centers nearest to the church. We will begin at 2 p.m., at 
Lilydale Senior Living, near the intersection of Highway 

13 and 35E; and proceeding to White Pine 
Senior Living, near the intersection of 
Highway 110 and Dodd Road. Everyone is 
welcome! Please join us in bringing the joy of 
the coming of Christ. 

Join Us For Christmas Caroling 
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Cursillo Corner 

All are welcome to attend the Cursillo Winter Retreat, 
which will be held January 6-8, at Christ the King Retreat 
Center in Buffalo. Register at www.tc-cursillo.org. 
 

Future events include Sunday, January 29, at 7 p.m., at 
the South East Metro Ultreya, Church of St. Patrick, 3535 
72nd Street East, in Inver Grove Heights.  
 

Also, please pray about working, sponsoring or attending 
the next set of Cursillo weekends. This could be a life 
changing retreat which will deepen your relationship with 
Jesus. The weekends will be held at Mary, Mother of the 
Church in Burnsville. The men’s weekend will be 
February 9-12. The women’s weekend is February 16-19. 
 

For more information about all Cursillo events and 
weekend retreats, see www.tc-cursillo.org or contact 
janemarie.rief@gmail.com or at 651-485-7089. 

The Catholic Single Adults Club of the Twin Cities 
invites all single Catholics, 21 and older, to join us 
Saturday, January 7, for our annual Christmas dinner and 
dance. A social hour and dinner will begin at 5:30 p.m.; 
dancing begins at 8 p.m. The cost for dinner and dancing 
is $25. The cost for the dance only is $10. Dinner 
reservations for a delicious buffet meal at Gulden’s 
Restaurant in Maplewood are required by Monday, 
December 26. No reservation is required for dance-only 
participants. For dinner reservation information, please 
call Carl at 651-603-1412 or Greg at 651-636-3508. 

Catholic Single Adults Club 

Dinner/Dance 

All people of the Archdiocese are invited to attend the 
Pallium Mass today, Sunday, December 18, at 2:30 p.m. 
The Apostolic Nuncio will confer the Pallium on 
Archbishop Hebda, at this special Mass at the Cathedral 
of St. Paul, 239 Selby Avenue, in St. Paul. This Pallium 
was blessed at Saint Peter’s Basilica by Pope Francis, on 
the feast of Saints Peter and Paul on June 29. 

Pallium Mass for 

Archbishop Hebda 

Save the Date for the  

Cana Dinner! 

Dr. John R. Buri, a professor at the University of St. 
Thomas, will be the featured speaker at St. Peter’s Annual 
Cana Dinner on Saturday, February 11. A social hour will 
begin after the 5 p.m. Mass, and dinner will begin at 7 
p.m. Dr. Buri, who has taught in the Psychology 
Department at St. Thomas for over 40 years, will speak 
on the topic, “As For Me, We Comes First.” 
 

Dr. Buri is locally, regionally and nationally a frequent 
speaker on subjects ranging from marriage and parenting 
to dating and family life. He has published over 60 
articles and book chapters during his tenure. He has also 
published two books: “How To Love Your Wife” and 
“Intentional Dating; When You’re Ready To Leave 
Behind the Liars, Losers, and Lemons – 15 Keys To 
Finding Love For a Lifetime.” 
 

Buri, who has taught a highly-popular course, Psychology 
of Marriage and the Family, for over 30 years, also works 
in the Archdiocese’s Marriage Preparation Program. He 
has been married for 44 years to Kathy, his high school 
sweetheart. “She is the love of my life and the best thing 
that has ever happened to me, and I cannot imagine life 
without her,” remarks Dr. Buri. The Buri’s have six 
children (five sons and a daughter) and 13 grandchildren. 

Prayer Vigil for Hope, 

Healing and Mercy 

St. Mary’s Chapel at The Saint Paul Seminary 
For over forty years, legalized abortion has left many men 
and women empty, confused and longing to be whole 
again. This vigil is open to all and is a special invitation to 
those who have been hurt by abortion to pray for hope 
and healing. Archbishop Hebda will celebrate Mass at 7 
p.m. Find more details, including the full evening 
schedule, at www.archspm.org/archspm_events/. 

Those who come to the Neighbors, Inc. Food 
Shelf are grateful for anything they are 
given. It is often the last chance to get food 
after other sources have run out. If you’d like 
to contribute to our local food shelf, please 
consider bringing any non perishable food in to our 
donation bins, which can be found in the Gathering Space 
and up by the parish offices. Some items that are most 
appreciated by those who rarely get “comfort food” are 
peanut butter, pancake mix and syrup. 

Thank you for any way you can help. 

Neighbors, Inc. Food Shelf 




