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It is a little hard to believe that Advent is already upon us.  
The warm, sunny days of early November have been a 
gift from our Creator that we have all embraced, and yet 
the cool crispness of fall is what eases some of us into the 
coming of winter and the seasons that accompany it. They 
have come, both the beginning of Advent and the change 
in seasons. So, too, begins our season of waiting and 
expectation. 
 

We can’t rush spring. We have no choice but to accept the 
weather of the coming months and anticipate the rebirth 
that we have confidence will happen in due time. We can 
only rest and wait. It is all out of my control. It is all 
grace. 
 

Advent, the ultimate season of waiting and expectation, is 
the same. We wait with confidence and hope for the 
threefold coming of Jesus Christ. He comes as an infant, 
born to our Blessed Mother. He comes to us in the 
Eucharist. He will come again, in the Second Advent.   
While it is the work of God’s grace that brings forth all 
that we wait for, we have the ability to clear the way in 
our lives and our hearts to make room for his coming. 
 

Making space is not an easy task. It requires 
rearrangement and emptying. It requires a willingness to 
let go of what may be obstructing the way of what or who 
is important. It begs the questions, “Am I ready?”; “What 
must happen for me to have room for Jesus?” 
 

This year, I invite you to consider Advent in a way you 
may not have before. If Christmas is the season of 
celebration, Advent is the season of preparation, of 
anticipation. Will your Advent look very like Christmas, 
or will you allow it to unfold like winter? What might be 
different for you between now and December 25th? 
 

Mary’s experience of that first Advent can be an 
inspiration for us as we consider how to spend the next 
four weeks preparing ourselves for the great feast of 
Jesus’ Nativity. Mary, the young girl given the 
overwhelming task of bringing God’s child into the 
world, learned in the fullest physical sense the power of 
making room for God to dwell within. We may not be the 
physical bearers of Christ, but Mary’s story offers us an 
invitation to follow her example, to prepare for the arrival 
of Jesus. 
 

Advent in us begins with the hard inner work of making 
space for the coming of Jesus. If we are waiting for Jesus 
to be born, if we are preparing for him along with Mary, 
what should that spiritual work look like? Might we 
cultivate a greater awareness of Jesus in ourselves? Are 
we able to stop and rest and listen for him between 
shopping trips and Christmas baking? Are we willing to 

Reflections From Our  

Pastoral Associate 

postpone some of our celebratory practices when the feast 
truly arrives? Are we willing to make space for 
anticipation, aware that the changes in us reveal a deeper 
work beneath our understanding? 
 

Spiritual growth is also far from measurable. But what if 
this Advent we were to live with a knowing—an 
awareness—that God is doing something new within us, 
that we are making space in our lives for Christ? 
 

Of course, making space for Jesus is not easy. Bringing 
forth life never is. It demands we empty ourselves to 
make room. It means we may need to reevaluate the 
patterns and commitments in our lives. We may need to 
sort through the wild busyness of our daily tasks in order 
to discover what is really necessary, what gives life to us 
and the people around us, what leads us into God’s 
presence. We may actually need to learn how to truly rest. 
 

Perhaps Advent, the busiest season of the year, is also an 
invitation to take stock of our spiritual health, our 
priorities. Is it possible to make room for Jesus in the 
frantic rush of Christmas parties and service projects? 
Can we calm our mental shopping lists and anxious 
calendar planning, and ask ourselves if our souls need 
some rearrangement? 
 

We can follow in Mary’s footsteps: letting go of control 
and recognizing that God’s work in us is miraculous and 
grace-filled. We can practice the holy work of wonder 
and of gratitude. 
 

In this, the first week of Advent, let’s commit to 
intentional awareness of the gift of grace, through our 
Lord Jesus. Let’s consider ways to discover anew the 
work of grace in our work, our lives and our relationship 
with God. What might our Advent be like if we 
committed to some form of fast, dedicated ourselves to 
more time in prayer and silence with God? What if we 
waited for those cookies until Christmas? What if we 
spent an hour each week in front of the Blessed 
Sacrament or added a weekday Mass (or two) to our 
frantic calendar? What if we lit our Advent candles each 
day, but waited to plug in the Christmas tree until 
Christmas comes? 
 

We are invited to an Advent beyond the hustle of pre-
Christmas franticness and into God’s gentle presence. 
Advent may actually become a quiet inner-voice (in the 
midst of a loud season of noise and demands) asking us to 
pay attention: 
 

Jesus is coming. Jesus is coming. 
Make room and wait. 

 

 

Pastoral Associate 
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Parents’ Night Out 

Want a nice dinner out, some relaxing time at home or 
some time to get ready for Christmas? Bring your kids, 
ages 6 weeks to 11 years, to St. Peter’s Parents’ Night 
Out. 
 

On Friday, December 2, from 5 to 8 pm, you are welcome 
to drop your children off in the Ravoux Room (by the 
offices) and have a few hours to yourself. This event is 
FREE, although we will accept free-will offerings. The 
profits will go directly to St. Peter’s. Supper will include 
pizza, carrots, apple slices and milk or water. You are 
welcome to bring a dinner from home 
for your child if you prefer. 
 

We hope you can take advantage of this 
even t !  RSVP’s  a r e  s trong ly 

encouraged. For more information or 
to RSVP, contact Anne O’Keefe at 
aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org or 651-
905-4308. 

Help Support Young Families 

At St. Peter’s 

We are looking for people to help us care for children 
during our Parents’ Night Out event on Friday, December 
2. We could really use your help! All volunteers will 
need to have VIRTUS training, as well as a background 
check. Please contact Anne O’Keefe at 651-905-4308, if 
you are interested. Thank you for supporting our young 
families! 

It's not too late to sign up to be in the Christmas Pageant.  
All children ages 4 and older are invited to participate in 
the pageant OR be in the pageant choir. Rehearsals are 
December 3, 10 and 17 ,at 9:30 a.m. for the pageant and/
or choir participants. The pageant is on December 18 

after the 9:00 Mass. If you did not receive a registration 
slip, please contact Kathy Raible at 651-905-4311. I hope 
to hear from you! 

 
The first rehearsal will be 

Saturday, December 3 at 9:30 

a.m. in the Ravoux Room. 

Christmas Pageant 

Registration 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 

 

St. John Neumann 
St. Peter 

St. Thomas Becket 
3355 Columbia Drive 
Eagan, MN 55121 
651-406-4747 

 www.fscsmn.org 

Faithful Shepherd Open House on 

December 7 
You’re invited! Did you know that our parish 
school, Faithful Shepherd Catholic School, now 
has a full and part-time preschool program? 
Attend an open house on Wednesday, December 7, from 
8:30-10:30 a.m., to learn more about the PreK through 8th 
grade education at Faithful Shepherd. Come anytime 
during the event to take a guided tour of the school, meet 
the staff and hear from current parents and students about 
their experience at FSCS. If you can't make the open 
house, call the school at 651-406-4747 to schedule a 
private tour at a time that is convenient for you! 

Faithful Shepherd Catholic School 

Open House 

High School Youth 
All high school youth are welcome to join us at Perissos, 
our new high school ministry. Join us on Wednesdays, in 
the Youth Room, from 6:30-8 p.m., as we all grow in our 
love of Christ and His Church. Our next meeting is 
November 30. For more information contact Elizabeth 
M c C a n n a  a t  6 5 1 - 9 0 5 - 4 3 1 2  o r 
emccanna@stpetersmendota.org. 

Perissos 

Parishioners and friends are welcome for private prayer 

before the Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church on 
Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass until 6 p.m. 
 

Matthew 26:40-41—Jesus said to Peter: 

“Could you not watch with me one hour? 
 

Watch and pray.” 
 

For more information or if you have questions, please 
contact Rita Lew at 651-399-0921 or ritalew5@mac.com.  

Eucharistic Adoration 
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In Haiti, medications come in bulk form and medical 
personnel have to dispense them in smaller containers. 
For burials, they use white sheets or tablecloths. They are 
currently cutting sheets in half to make them go further. 
They use pillowcases to transport rice. 
 

The CCW will be collecting these much needed items: 
 

• Empty pill bottles (with labels removed). 

• All sizes of WHITE ONLY sheets and pillow cases. 

• All sizes of WHITE ONLY tablecloths. 
 

In the coat room, you will find gray bins for the 
collection: one for the sheets/pillowcases/tablecloths and 
one for the pill bottles. 
 

This collection of items for Haiti will be suspended until 
after the holidays. We will commence collecting sheets 
and pill bottles in the spring of 2017. 
 

Thank you so much for your participation. 

CCW Collection for Haiti Project 

Our Giving Tree is now in the Gathering Space. Gift 
requests are on paper doll tags, and we invite you to take 
one or more dolls, purchase the gift on it and return 
UNWRAPPED gifts with the doll tag attached by noon 
on December 4. Your generosity will make a big 
difference in the holiday of someone in need. Please 
direct questions about specific gift requests to Lisa Amos 
at 651-905-4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 
 

Other helpers are also needed. The more the merrier!  
There are small tasks with limited time commitments for 
adults and young adults, and the rewards are huge. Please 
consider spreading some Christmas cheer by helping with 
this very important project! Call Carol at 651-356-2970 
for more information or to help. Thank you! 

Giving Tree 

The St. Paul and Minneapolis Archdiocesan Council of 
Catholic Women will host an Advent Morning of 
Reflection. “Year of Mercy - Where Do We Go From 
Here?” will take place at the Church of St. Peter in 
Mendota, on Saturday, December 3, starting with 
registration and refreshments at 8:30 a.m. We will end the 
day with Mass, celebrated by Bishop Cozzens at 12 noon. 
The cost for this event is $20. 
 

Bishop Andrew Cozzens, Dr. Ann Marie Klein, Assistant 
Professor in the Department of Catholic Studies and Fr. 
Michael Becker, Rector of St. John Vianney College 
Seminary will be speaking. 
 

Invite your mothers, aunts, daughters, sisters and friends. 
Vendors will be available to help you with Christmas 
shopping. Some vendors do not accept credit cards, so 
make sure to bring cash and/or a checkbook. 
 

For credit card registration, visit the website at 
www.events.archspm.org/accw-advent-2016. 

ACCW to Host An Advent  

Morning of Reflection 

The Knights of Columbus will host a Breakfast with St. 
Nicholas in Heritage Center on Sunday, December 4, 
after both Masses. Come enjoy a great breakfast of eggs, 
sausage and pancakes, while meeting this great saint. 

Breakfast With St. Nicholas 

Congratulations from the CCW and St. Peter’s Parish to 
Mary ONeill on being awarded the St. Paul Deanery 
Volunteer Award for her service to the Church of St. 
Peter’s and the community. President Mickey Nickelson 
presented Mary with a bouquet of red roses and a 
certificate of appreciation from the St. Paul Deanery 
Council of Catholic Women. 

Congratulations to Mary O’Neill 

All new parishioners from 2016, please save the date for 
our annual “New Parishioner Dinner” held on Saturday, 
January 7, in Heritage Center, following the 5 p.m. Mass. 
 

Come join us for a wonderful lasagna meal and some 
great company. 
 

Watch the mail for your invitation coming soon! 

New Parishioner Dinner 

The Prison Ministry program at the recent deanery 
meeting here prompted attendees to request information 
about Angel Tree, a program of prison fellowship that 
reaches out with the love of Christ to children of prisoners 
and their families. It's an opportunity to share God's love 
by helping to meet the physical, emotional and spiritual 
needs of the families of prisoners. For more information 
go to www.prisonfellowship.org/about/angel-tree/. 

Angel Tree Prison Ministry  



Monday, November 28 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary) 
 6 pm St. Paul Civic Symphony Rehearsal,  
  Heritage Center 
 7 pm Boy Scout Meeting, Ravoux Room 
Tuesday, November 29 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary) 
 9:30 am Adoration Before the Blessed Sacrament  
  until 6 pm, Historic Church 
 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study, Ravoux Room 
 6:30 pm Advent Speaker Series; From Here to  
  Eternity, Heritage Center 
Wednesday, November 30 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary) 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Ravoux Room 
 4:30 pm RE Grades 1-4, Classrooms 
 6:30 pm Perissos, Youth Room 
 6:30 pm RE Grades 1-8, Classrooms 
 7 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
Thursday, December 1 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary) 
 9:30 am Small Faith Group, Ravoux Room 
 6 pm First Reconciliation Service, Main Church 
 6:30 pm RCIA, Conference Room 1 
 7 pm AA Meeting, Classroom 5 
Friday, December 2 
 8 am Confessions, Main Church  
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary) 
 9:30 am Anointings, Historic Church 
 5:00 pm Parents Night Out, Ravoux Room 
Saturday, December 3 
 8:30 am ACCW Advent Retreat, Heritage Center 
 9 and 10:30 am 
  AA Meeting, Classrooms 2, 4 
 9:30 am Christmas Pageant Rehearsal, Ravoux  
  Room 
 12 pm ACCW Mass, Main Church 
 3:30 pm Confessions, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Rm 
 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 After Mass 
  New Parishioner Registration, Gathering  
  Space 
Sunday, December 4 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 
  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
 9 & 11 am 

  Mass, Main Church 
  Liturgy of the Word for Children, Ravoux  
  Room 
 9 am Sunday School, Classrooms 
 After Mass 
  New Parishioner Registration, Gathering  
  Space 
  Breakfast with St. Nick, Heritage Center 

The Week of November 28 Parish Pastoral Council 

Paul Hirsch.………………………………..651-431-1832 
Sarah Larsen…………….…………………612-384-1474 
Laurie Reding……………………………...651-688-8536 
Maria Schwartz………………………….…651-452-1796 
Alice Sheeler………………………...……..651-457-8119 
Nancy Stanton……………………………...651-686-9009 
Joseph Towle…………………………….…651-683-9250 
Parish Pastoral Council Email: 

ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 
 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio………………………………..651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie……………………………….651-365-1334 

Readings for the  

Week of November 27 

Sunday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122/Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-

  44 

Monday: Is 4:2-6/Ps 122/Mt 8:5-11 

Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72/Lk 10:21-24 

Wednesday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 23/Mt 4:18-22 

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118/Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday:  Is 29:17-24/Ps 27/Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147/Mt 9:35--10:1, 

  5a, 6-8 

Next Sunday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12 
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The following are the intentions remembered by 

the priest at Mass: 

 Monday, November 28 - Bernice Zink 

 Tuesday, November 29 - †Angelica Flores 

 Wednesday, November 30 - †George & Annamma  

   Cherucheril 

 Thursday, December 1 - †Don Morgan 

 Friday, December 2 - †Rici Ficacello 

 Saturday, December 3 - †Richard Gangl 

 Sunday, December 4 - 9 a.m. - Mass For The People 

                                      11 a.m. - †Dcn. Jerry Blissenbach 

Mass Intentions 
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PASTORAL MINISTRY 

Many husbands and wives seem to be caught up 
in their careers, TV, sports or children. Re-
examine your married lifestyle and priorities 
through a Marriage Encounter Weekend. The 
next scheduled Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend 
is February 10-12, 2017, at Christ the King Retreat 
Center, 621 1st Avenue South, in Buffalo. Early 
registration is highly recommended. 
 

For more information, visit our website at 
twincitieswwme.org or contact Brent & Tracy at 
applications@twincitieswwme.org or 612-756-8720. 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

Catholic Charities Counseling 

Program Available 

Catholic Charities Counseling Program has appointments 
readily available for adults, couples and families who are 
dealing with emotional turmoil, worry, stress, 
interpersonal conflict, anger or life changes. We accept 
most health insurance providers and also have sliding fee/
reduced fee plans available. 
 

Locations are in St. Paul, Burnsville and Blaine. A Men’s 
Therapy Group meets every other Tuesday from 6 to 8 
p.m. in St. Paul. Please call 651-647-3100 for more 
information. 

Meaning “Heart of Jesus,” Cor Jesu is a moving 
opportunity to worship Christ in community with the 
Church through Eucharistic adoration, confession, praise 
and worship, benediction and fellowship. 
 

Join college age and young adults for these evenings at St. 
Mary’s Chapel at the Saint Paul Seminary School of 
Divinity, 2260 Summit Avenue, in St. Paul, at 8 p.m. on 
the following first Fridays: December 2, February 3, 
March 3, April 7 and May 5. 

Cor Jesu 

From Eternity to Eternity - Made by Love; Saved 
by Love; Heavenward in Love. 
Come and join us this Advent, as Fr. Steven Hoffman 
takes us through an inspiring and in-depth look at our 
origins, our restoration by grace and our life in Christ in 
the light of God’s infinite love. 
 

The goal of this three-part retreat is very simple: to be 
rooted and grounded more deeply in love, that we may 
have the power to comprehend with all the Saints, what is 
the breadth and length and height and depth of Christ’s 
love, that all may be filled with all the fullness of God 
(Eph 3:19). Come with your family and friends. All are 
welcome. You will never see your life the same way 
again. 
 

Join us in Heritage Center on Tuesdays, November 29, 
December 6 and 13, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Refreshments 
will be provided for fellowship following each evening’s 
talk. 

Advent Speaker Series 
Each December the Office of Vocations sponsors a 
discernment retreat for men who are considering a 
vocation to the priesthood. This retreat has been 
instrumental for many men in finding clarity in their 
discernment process. This year, our retreat will be held on 
December 16 - 18, at Christ the King Retreat Center, 621 
1st Avenue South, in Buffalo, with Archbishop Bernard 
Hebda and Bishop Andrew Cozzens as the Retreat 
Directors. 
 

We invite men, ages seniors in high school to age 50, who 
have been praying about their vocation, to consider 
attending this retreat. We are asking of each retreatant 
$75 to help defray expenses. 

Is Jesus Calling You To Be An 

Instrument of His Mercy? 

All people of the Archdiocese are invited to attend the 
Pallium Mass on Sunday, December 18, at 2:30 p.m. The 
Apostolic Nuncio will confer the Pallium on Archbishop 
Hebda, at this special Mass at the Cathedral of St. Paul, 
239 Selby Avenue, in St. Paul. This Pallium was blessed 
at Saint Peter’s Basilica by Pope Francis, on the feast of 
Saints Peter and Paul on June 29. 

Pallium Mass for 

Archbishop Hebda 
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Hi everyone, 
 

Happy November! I hope you are enjoying 
this warm weather! I am trying to practice 
gratitude, and the weather is definitely high 
on the list of things I appreciate (See also: cats, 
volunteers, Cub Scout food drives, friends/family, etc.). I 
hope you have many things for which to be thankful, as 
well. 
 

Since we get people asking what sorts of holiday-specific 
foods we use this time of year, I’ve included a bonus list 
of holiday foods in addition to the normal list below. 
These are items we give out in the months of November 
and December—right now! 
 

This month’s Neighbor Spotlight is on Francesca, who is 
full of thankfulness. I was having a busy day rushing from 
one task to another, and I was greeted by Francesca. She 
is a sweet older lady, who lives on her own but sometimes 
takes care of her grandkids. She was excited. She said, 
“It’s a great day! I’m so happy!” I asked her what made 
her so happy, and she said, “I get to see you!” She made 
my day! 
 

I hope you don’t mind that this month’s email is short and 
sweet! As always (and especially this month), THANK 
YOU to each of you for thinking of the folks who use the 
food shelf this month. 
 

--Scott 
 

Most Needed Items 
Toilet Paper   Pancake Syrup 
Oil    Shaving Supplies 
Shampoo   Applesauce Cups 
Feminine Products  Baking/Cake Mixes 
 

Seasonal 
Stuffing   Gravy 
Condensed Milk  Pumpkin Pie Filling 

Neighbors, Inc. WINE: Women In the  

New Evangelization  

Tackling Life With Joy 
Ladies, join WINE: Women In the New Evangelization, 
for a “Women, WINE & Wisdom” evening as we 
welcome a woman who truly knows how to get a "kick" 
out of life — one of only two women in the country who 
coach college football, Sr. Lisa Maurer! Sr. Lisa will 
present, “Ever Feel Like You Want to Punt? Tackling 
Life with JOY!”  
 

This event takes place on Thursday, December 1, at Royal 
Cliff Banquet and Conference Center, 2280 Cliff Road, in 
Eagan, from 7 to 10 p.m. The cost is $30. Register at 
www.CatholicVineyard.com. 

Cursillo Corner 

All are welcome to attend the monthly Ultreya (meeting) 
for South East Metro which will be held today, Sunday, 
November 27, at 7 p.m. in Shamrock Hall at Church of St. 
Patrick’s, 3535 72nd Street East, Inver Grove Heights. 
Future events include: 
 

• January 6-8, Cursillo Winter Retreat at Christ the 
King Retreat Center in Buffalo. Register at www.tc-
cursillo.org. 

The Catholic Single Adults Club of the Twin Cities 
invites all single Catholics, 21 and older, to join us 
Saturday, January 7, for our annual Christmas dinner and 
dance. A social hour and dinner will begin at 5:30 p.m.; 
dancing begins at 8 p.m. The cost for dinner and dancing 
is $25. The cost for the dance only is $10. Dinner 
reservations for a delicious buffet meal at Gulden’s 
Restaurant in Maplewood are required by Monday, 
December 26. No reservation is required for dance-only 
participants. For dinner reservation information, please 
call Carl at 651-603-1412 or Greg at 651-636-3508. 

Catholic Single Adults Club 

Dinner/Dance 

Providence Hospital in Washington, D.C. has discovered 
an abandoned Mausoleum that was found on their 
property. Research has revealed that the Mausoleum 
holds the remains of a priest who would appear to be a 
former parishioner of St. Peter’s in Mendota. 
 

Native son, Father Thomas Edward Shields, of Mendota, 
died in 1921 and was buried in a local cemetery, Mount 
Olivet. In 1928, his remains were moved to the current 
location. Working with the Archdiocese of Washington, 
D.C. and Catholic University, they plan to return Fr. 
Shields to his original resting place where perpetual care 
and the reverence the grave deserves can be properly 
given. 
 

They wish to notify any remaining family of this move 
but have been unable to locate anyone. If anyone knows 
anything of Fr. Shields’ family, please contact Anne 
Buening by phone at 202-854-7153, or by email at 
anne.buening@stagnes.org.. As a courtesy, they want to 
make certain someone in the family knows of these 
actions to better honor Fr. Shields. 

Family of Fr. Thomas  

Edward Shields 




