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Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reflections from
our Deacon

I met Frank at the Ramsey County Jail. He asked to see a
chaplain, and I responded to his request with a visit. |
gave him the Bible that he requested and asked if he
wanted to talk. He did.

Frank began to recount the story of how he ended up in
jail. The story was painful, and tears ran down Frank’s
cheeks as he told me the story. He explained how he had
lost his temper and seriously hurt a family member. Frank
described what it was like to find himself in jail, after
years of keeping his life together. He talked about the
loneliness and isolation. He couldn’t trust anyone inside
the jail with his most personal tragedy, so he kept it
inside. He said it felt good to talk.

As I listened to Frank’s story, I felt his pain and tried to
imagine what kind of guilt and shame he must have been
feeling. I asked him if he knew the Lord. Frank said he
was getting to know Him again but thought that not even
God could forgive what he had done. It was time for me
to share a story.

I can’t tell you how many times | have opened my Bible
to the 15th chapter of Luke, to share the story of the
prodigal son with a man who is really hurting. Like most
of us, Frank doubted that God could forgive him. He was
certain that the family member he hurt would never
forgive him.

I invited Frank to imagine the largest body of water he
could conjure up in his mind and to tell me how wide and
how deep the water was. Could he see to the other side of
the water? Could his feet touch the bottom? I told Frank
that God’s mercy was like that giant body of water: huge,
wide and deep. It was bigger than his sin.

The Father loves each of us with a love that is beyond our
human understanding. Like any parent, 1 suspect the
Father wants to see his children succeed. Success in the
Father’s eyes is very different than our idea of success. I
assured Frank that the Father’s mercy was far bigger than
his sin, and if he expressed his sorrow and asked for
forgiveness, he would be welcomed home again.

I sat there with Frank for probably half an hour. In that
time, he told me his deepest, dark secret, and I told him
about the Father’s mercy. We read the story of the
prodigal son, and Frank shared that his own father was
nothing like the father in that story. Could it really be that
God the Father loved him in ways his own father could
not? Frank’s heart was open. He asked if he could tell the
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Father his story and express his sorrow. I offered to have
a priest come and hear his confession.

Our sin is a lot like the jail cell that Frank returned to after
our visit. Sin is dark and confining and closes us in, so we
see ourselves at our worst. As humans, we are fallen. We
have all suffered the effects of the sin of our first parents.
Each of us will be tempted in different ways, during our
life on earth. The Father knows each of us. He knows how
we are made, and He knows the struggles we face in our
lives. He is ever-merciful, loving and patient with us, as
we struggle toward the Kingdom He has prepared for us.

The father in the story of the prodigal son forgives his son
without judgment. Not only does he forgive him, but he
celebrates his return home. You and I are called to show
mercy to those who have hurt us, as well as to those who
have lost their way. In this beautiful story, we see a son
who is lost, another who is angry and a father who sees
past both of their faults and loves them because they are
his children. We are God’s children! Let us open our
hearts to a merciful love that is vast, deep and powerful.
As we receive that love into our hearts, we, like the father
in our story, will be able to share that kind of selfless love
with others. God changes the world by His vast merciful
love, one person at a time, through the hearts and hands of
those who accept the gospel challenge to love as He did.

May we each be transformed by God’s merciful love!

Deacon Tim
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Church of St. Peter

Register Your Child for REFF!
Classes Start the Week of 9/25!

Classes will begin the end of September, and we need to
have all registrations turned in so that we can finish
planning for the year. Please go to St. Peter’s website to
register online at . Simply go to
the Faith Formation tab and click on Registration. You
can also pick up a form at the information counter in the
Gathering Space or contact an RE/FF staff person.

Second Grade Program is First Reconciliation and
First Communion 2016 —2017

Please be aware that all children in second grade must
prepare for their sacraments at their parish. Even if your
child is in a Catholic school, he or she must be registered
for the Wednesday night program. If your child is in
second grade next year, and you wish to have him or her
in the First Reconciliation and First Communion program
this year, please register them into the Grade 2 class.
Children must receive the sacrament of Reconciliation
prior to First Communion. To register your child for First
Reconciliation, simply register them in the Grade 2
program. Go to St. Peter’s website, click on the Faith
Formation tab and then click on Registration.

REFF Monthly Newsletter

If you have a child between the ages of 3 and 16, you
should be receiving a copy of the monthly newsletter at
your family email address. If you did not receive one,
please contact Kathy Raible with your family name and
email address. Unless you have specified, you will not
receive the newsletter through the post office mail.

Catechists Needed!

Religious Education/Faith Formation classes are starting
in just a few weeks and our children need you. Teachers
are given training and full support by the RE/FF staff.
You will find your own faith life growing and
strengthening, as you share your faith with others. For
more information, please contact any RE/FF staff
member. Thank you for sharing your time and talents.

Grade 2 Teacher Training - Tuesday, September 13 at
6:30 p.m. in the Religious Education Office.

Grades 1, 3 & 4 Teacher Training - Wednesday,
September 14 at 6:30 p.m. in Conference Room 1.

Teacher Commissioning will take place on Sunday,
September 18 at the 9 and 11 a.m. Masses.

Family Packet Pick Up will take place on September 17
& 18, after all Masses. Please stop by the table in the
Gathering Space to pick up your family packet if you
have already registered your children. These packets
contain information regarding your children's religious
education classes. If you have not registered your child,
please do so immediately. Thank you.
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Liturgy of the Word for Children

Liturgy of the Word for Children (LWC) will resume
on September 11 at the 9 and 11 a.m. Masses. You do not
need to register your child for this program. All children,
ages 6 - 12, are invited to join us to share God’s Word in
a format designed for children. This is a ministry that
requires many adult volunteers. We need more volunteers
at both the 9 and 11 a.m. Masses. It is a very enjoyable,
rewarding and easy ministry. Please contact Kathy Raible
for more information or to volunteer your time.

Baptism Preparation Class

Baptism Preparation Class

Please be aware that our next Baptism Preparation Class
is scheduled for Sunday, September 18, at 1 p.m., in
Conference Room 1. If you are interested in having your
baby baptized, please contact Kathy Raible for more
information. Parents that are expecting the birth of their
child in the next few months are encouraged to attend a
class prior to the birth of the baby. Parents must attend a
baptism class before their child is baptized.

Learn More About FSCS

) ) FAITHFUL
Learn more about our parish school, Faithful SHEPHERD
Shepherd Catholic School, at one of our =SS

upcoming open house dates: F
Thursday, Nov. 10 from 6:30pm-7:30pm: S
Parent Information Night :
Wednesday, Dec. 7 from 8:30am-10:30am: Open House
Wednesday, Feb. 1 from 8:30am-10:30am: Open House
More information about these events can be found online
at . If you are unable to make one of
these events, we invite you to contact the school at 651-
406-4747 to schedule a private tour.

Faithful Shepherd Catholic School is a private, fully
accredited, faith-based pre-K thru Grade 8 Elementary
and Middle School whose campus is conveniently located
in Eagan, Minnesota. We work in partnership with
parents and our supporting parishes of St. John Neumann,
St. Thomas Becket and St. Peter’s to provide a truly
unique educational experience.

Innovative and effective learning strategies include the
use of SMART Boards, tablets and Chromebooks to
connect with children at all levels. And our dedicated
staff gives their hearts and souls every day to help
students reach their full potential. The end result is an
education rich with academic excellence, fostered by a

nurturing community and rooted in the values of our
Catholic faith.
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ST. PETER’S COMMUNITY NEWS

Faithful Shepherd SeptemberFest

Faithful Shepherd Catholic School will hold its 13th
Annual SeptemberFest on Friday, September 16 to
Sunday, September 18.

There will be a Family Fun Night/Expo, card games and a
concert on Saturday night. On Sunday, there will be an
open-air Mass under the big top at 11 a.m.

Thank you to our Platinum Sponsors: The Minnesota
Vikings, Greg Baune with Northwestern Mutual Life and
Cub Foods.

CCW Save the Dates

Deanery Meeting

The first Quarterly St. Paul Deanery Meeting is set for
Thursday, September 15, at the Church of St Peter, 2600
N. Margaret St., in North St. Paul. (See below for more
information)

Newsletter Mailing

The Council of Catholic Women's annual newsletter will
be ready for mailing on September 16. All CCW
volunteers who signed up to help with mailings, and
anyone else who would like to help, please come to
Conference Room 1 at 9:45 after morning Mass to
prepare the mailing.

Kitchen Cleaning

We are looking for volunteers to join us in a deep
cleaning of the Heritage Center kitchen on Monday,
September 19, following morning Mass. Lunch will be
provided. If you are able to help, please contact Anne
O’Keefe at 651-905-4308 or at

St. Paul Deanery Meeting

St. Paul Deanery Meeting is September 15

The first Quarterly St. Paul Deanery Meeting is set for
Thursday, September 15, at the Church of St Peter, 2600
N. Margaret St., in North St. Paul. The guest speaker will
be Kathryn Mollen. She will speak on "Politics in Your
Backyard." It will be sponsored by the Legislative
Commission.

Registration - 8:15 a.m.

Call To Order - 9 a.m.

Business Program - 10:15 a.m.

Mass - 12 noon

Lunch will be served at 1 p.m.

Announcements and Adjournment will follow.

St. Peter’s Fall Festival
Raffle Tickets on Sale Now

Buy a Raffle Ticket!

The Fall Festival raffle tickets will be on sale this
weekend after every Mass. The grand prize is $5,000, the
first place prize is $2,000, and the second place prize is
$1,000! We are only selling 1,000 tickets, so buy them
now! The cost is $25.00 each. We will continue selling
the tickets each weekend, until they are sold out. Good
luck and thank you for supporting your parish!

Fall Festival News

xFALL‘\ ‘s
ESTIVAL

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2,2016
One Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Festival 11 a.m -3 p.m.

Each week, we will highlight something about our fall
festival. This week is the Country Store.

We need donated items:

Any type of baked goods, knitted items, homemade
greeting cards, homemade jewelry, hand crafted
ornaments, bookmarks, quilts, embroidered dish cloths,
doilies, etc.

=

If you wish to share your baking talents with us, please
sign up at the table in the gathering space, so we will
know that we have baked goods to offer. All other items
can be donated ahead of time. Bring your donated items
to Mass and leave them at the Fall Festival table, or bring
them into the parish office Monday through Friday,
between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.

Thank you for supporting our parish!

Interested in volunteering or donating items?
Contact Gail Barta at 651-454-9552 or e-mail Anne
O’Keefe at



Church of St. Peter
The Week of September 12

Monday, September 12

9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary)
6 pm St. Paul Civic Symphony, Heritage Center
7 pm Boy Scout Meeting, Ravoux Rm

Tuesday, September 13
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary)

9:30 am  Adoration Before the Blessed Sacrament
until 6 pm, Historic Church
9:45am  Women’s Bible Study, Ravoux Rm
6:30 pm  Grade 2 Catechist Training, REFF Office
7 pm Stewardship Committee Meeting, Conference
Rm 1
Wednesday, September 14
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary for
grandparents)
6 pm Uganda Mission Trip Info Night, Ravoux Rm
6:30 pm  Grades 1, 3-5 Catechist Training, Conference
Rm 1
6:30 pm  Grade 6-8 Catechist Training, Youth Rm
7 pm Final Fall Festival Meeting, Conference Rm 3
Thursday, August September 15
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary)
9:45am  Small Faith Group, Ravoux Rm
1 pm Red Cross Blood Drive, Ravoux Rm
6:30 pm  ACCL Meeting, Conference Rm 1
7 pm Finance Committee Meeting, Conference Rm 3
7 pm AA Meeting, Classroom 5
Friday, August September 16
8am Confessions, Main Church
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 rosary)
9:30 am  CCW Mailing Prep, Conference Rm 1

Saturday, September 17
9 and 10:30 am
AA Meeting, Classrooms 2, 4

10 am Saturday Scripture Study, Community Rm
3:30 pm  Confessions, Main Church

4:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal, Music Rm

5 pm Mass, Main Church

6 pm RE Family Packet Pick-Up, Gathering Space

Sunday, September 18

8:30 and 10:30 am
Choir Rehearsal, Music Rm

9& 11 am
Mass with Catechist Commissioning, Main
Church

9& 11 am
Liturgy of the Word for Children, Ravoux Rm

12 Noon  Baptism, Main Church

After 9 and 11 am Masses
RE Family Packet Pick-Up, Gathering Space
Men’s Club Hospitality Sunday, Heritage
Center

1 p.m. Baptism Preparation Class, Conference Rm 1
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Parish Pastoral Council
Joseph Towle.........cooovviiiiiiiiii, 651-683-9250
Paul Hirsch.........ooooo i, 651-431-1832
Sarah Larsen..........coooviiiiiiiiiiiiinnnns 612-384-1474
Maria Schwartz..................oooiiiiiinn. 651-452-1796
Alice Sheeler...........ooooiiiiiiiiiiiii i 651-457-8119
Nancy Stanton.............cooeiiiiiiiiiiiiin. 651-686-9009
Laurie Reding..................oool, 651-688-8536
Parish Pastoral Council Email:
Trustees:
JIm Oricchio....oovio i, 651-452-3587
Helen Wilkie...........ccoooiiiiiiiiii i, 651-365-1334

Readings for the
Week of September 11

Sunday: Ex 32:7-11, 13-14/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 17,
19/1 Tm 1:12-17/Lk 15:1-32 or 15:1-10

Monday: 1 Cor 11:17-26, 33/Ps 40:7-10, 17/Lk 7:1
-10

Tuesday: 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a/Ps 100:1-5/Lk
7:11-17

Wednesday: Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1-2, 34-38/Phil 2:6-11/
Jn 3:13-17

Thursday: 1 Cor 15:1-11/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 28/Jn
19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35

Friday: 1 Cor 15:12-20/Ps 17:1, 6-8, 15/Lk 8:1-3

Saturday: 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49/Ps 56:10-14/Lk

8:4-15
Next Sunday: Am 8:4-7/Ps 113:1-2, 4-8/1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk
16:1-13 or 16:10-13
©Liturgical Publications Inc

Mass Intentions

The following are the intentions remembered by
the priest at Mass:

Monday, September 12 - 7Paige Duncan

Tuesday, September 13 - fJerry Casper

Wednesday, September 14 - §Terry Wilkens

Thursday, September 15 §Ethel Troumbly

Friday, September 16 - Anthony Kantor

Saturday, September 17 - $Ray Becherer

Sunday, September 18 - 9 a.m. - +George Zirnhelt

11 a.m. - Mass For The People
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PASTORAL MINISTRY

Growing Through Loss

Grief Ministry Opportunities

St. Peter’s is part of a coalition of local churches that
presents Growing Through Loss, a program of support
and information for persons who are experiencing grief
due to the death of a loved one, broken relationship, job
loss, loss of health, etc. Small group facilitators are
needed for this coming year. Growing Through Loss takes
place twice a year. Series run once a week for four weeks
in the fall, and four weeks, with a fifth for a remembrance
service, in the spring. Each session offers a presentation
followed by small groups lead by facilitators. Training is
provided.

If you are a good listener and wish to minister to those

experiencing grief, this ministry may be for you. If you

are interested in sharing your gifts in this wonderful

ministry, please contact Lisa Amos at 651-905-4304 or
for more information.

Emergency Collection for
Louisiana Flood Victims

Emergency Collection Next Weekend

On the weekend of September 18, there will be an
emergency collection taken up for the Louisiana Flood
Victims. Recent storms in Louisiana have produced
historic flooding, leading to the worst domestic disaster
since Hurricane Sandy. These storms may not have a
name, but the names of those suffering in the wake of the
flooding are our brothers and sisters.

Funds collected by this emergency collection will be used
to support the humanitarian efforts of Catholic Charities
USA and provide pastoral and rebuilding resources to
impacted Catholic dioceses in the affected region. Join the
Church in being a visible witness of Jesus to those who
suffer in the world.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter

Many husbands and wives seem to be caught up in their
career, TV, sports or children. Re-examine your married
lifestyle and priorities through a Marriage Encounter
Weekend. The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Weekends are October 7-9, in Buffalo, and November 18-
20, in Prior Lake. Early registration is highly
recommended. For more information, visit our website at

or contact Brent & Tracy at

or 612-756-8720.

Red Cross Blood Drive

Attention blood donors

The Red Cross will be holding a blood drive at St. Peter’s
on Thursday, September 15, from 1 to 6 p.m., in the
Ravoux Room. Please sign up with the Red Cross or call
Sandy at 651-452-1844 for an appointment. Thank you.

Uganda Mission Trip

Mission Trip

There will be an informational meeting regarding the
2017 Uganda Mission Trip on Wednesday, September 14,
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in the Ravoux Room. There are a
limited number of spots available for this trip.

Adoration for the
Sanctification of Priests

A beautiful prayer ministry opportunity awaits you at St.
Mary's Chapel at the St. Paul Seminary,
located on the University of St. Thomas Campus, 2115
Summit Ave., St. Paul. Adoration for the Sanctification of
Priests is held each Thursday, September through May.
Adorers commit to one hour shifts. The schedule
coincides with the academic calendar for the University
of St. Thomas. Two people are needed
for each hour, with some hours being filled by three or
four adorers. Adoration hours are 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m
with a break between 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. Mass is
offered at 11:35 a.m. Please contact St. Peter's
parishioner, Teresa Lodoen, at 952-707-0539 for further
information or to sign up.

The Power of Faith - Curatio
Weekend Retreat

Do you work in healthcare? Do you need to revive your
spirit? Recharge your spiritual batteries with Retreat
Master Father David Forsman, highlighting the heroic
faith of St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta. There will be
confessions, daily Mass and prayer. It starts Friday,
September 23, at 5:30 p.m., and runs through 12 noon on
Sunday, September 25. It will take place at Christ the
King Retreat Center, 621 1st Avenue South in Buffalo.
Online preregistration, pricing and details can be found at



Church of St. Peter

A Tree to Remember Service

Each year, the St. Paul Deaneries’

Council of Catholic Women plans a

special service of song and prayer
- with individuals sharing their stories
- at A Tree to Remember.

The tree was planted in 1993 to commemorate those who
died prior to birth or soon after. It is a place to pray, to
remember, to meditate and to rest. Come to visit and to
seek comfort by this special tree and bench in Como Park.
Invite someone to accompany you to visit this special
spot, so you can open to sorrows and memories in your
heart and pray in this blessed and dedicated area of Como
Park.

A plaque placed by the tree reads, “A TREE TO
REMEMBER” FOR SPECIAL LOVED ONES, BORN
AND UNBORN, ST. PAUL DEANERIES—COUNCIL
OF CATHOLIC WOMEN.

The service takes place on Saturday, October 8, at 11 a.m.
in Como Park.

Directions: Go to Esterbrook by the parking lot, turn east
to Nason Place, turn left, going east. Turn right at the first
street, go to the end and park. The tree is on the hill by the
bench.

“The Stars Are Out Tonight”

The Academy of Holy Angels (AHA) invites all
families and students to our “The Stars Are Out Tonight”
Family Festival. The event is one of AHA’s biggest
community builders and is always a fun way to kick off a
new school year. There will be a grill out, music,
giveaways, contests, inflatables for kids and games
sponsored by AHA sports and activities. The campus will
be alive and buzzing with hundreds of parents, students
and alumni. We encourage everyone to attend and
experience the welcoming atmosphere at AHA.To find
out more about “The Stars Are Out Tonight”, visit

and click on “The Stars
Are Out Tonight” image on the home page.

WHEN: Friday, September 9, from 5 to 7 p.m. (Football
game vs. Chanhassen to follow).

WHERE: Academy of Holy Angels Stardome, 6600
Nicollet Avenue South, in Richfield. The price is free for
the public.

RSVP: If you or anyone else from your organization is
planning on coming to this event, please RSVP to Joe
Berg at
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The Catholic Watchmen

Attend the Catholic Watchmen Kick-Off on
Thursday, September 22.
The Catholic Watchmen is at our parish and at over 50
others! The mission of the Catholic Watchmen is to
respond to Bishop Cozzen’s call to Catholic men to live
up to their duty to be protectors, providers and leaders of
their families. To accomplish this task, Catholic
Watchmen learn and practice 7 Disciplines. Monthly
Catholic Watchmen Nights start this September and will
be held monthly thereafter. Each Catholic Watchmen
Night runs from 6:30-9 p.m. with a video presentation,
social time, group discussion with dinner and beverages,
as well as time for adoration and confession. Our parish’s
first Catholic Watchmen Night is Thursday, September
22. Contact Jim Lodoen at 952-707-0539 or
, or one of the following men on
the St. Peter’s “Vanguard” organizational team for more
information: Mick Coleman, Tracy Crocker, Jim Hoey,
Mike Larsen, Brian LeClair, Mark Stoick, Chad Trochlil,
John Vogel or Deacon Tim Hennessey. To learn more
about this initiative go to

Jubilee Year of Mercy

Pope Francis asks us to “live this Year in the light of the
Lord’s words: ‘Be merciful, just as your Father is
merciful.”” (cf. Lk 6:36) Participate throughout the year
by making a pilgrimage to a Holy Door at the Cathedral
of Saint Paul or Basilica of Saint Mary, regularly
receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation, performing
corporal and spiritual works of mercy, and participating in
the #MercyWorks video challenge. Find additional ways
to pray, learn and act at

Neighbors, Inc.

Support Neighbors, Inc. at the Great Neighbors’
Duck Races!

The annual Great Neighbors’ Duck Races fundraising
event will be held on October 1, during South St Paul’s
On The Road Again Festival. This family-fun event will
feature duck races throughout the day, children’s games
and crafts and, of course, photo opportunities with
Delbert the Duck. Admission is free, and ducks can be
adopted, in advance or the day of, for $5 each or a family
of five ducks for $25. Prizes are awarded for each race,
and the winner of each heat will go on to race in the finals
for a chance to win a one year lease on a Jeep! Funds
raised will benefit the emergency and supportive service
programs at Neighbors, Inc. For more information, visit
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