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SUNDAY MASSES (all in the Main Church) 

Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday 9 am and 11 am  

WEEKDAY MASSES (all in the Historic Church) 

9 am Monday-Friday 

HOLY DAYS As announced. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Fridays, 8 to 8:45 am and Saturdays 3:30 to 4:45 pm 

and also any time by appointment. 
 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS 

Call the parish office for more information. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 

Mary LeClair . E-mail: maryleclair62@gmail.com or call the 

parish office at 651-452-4550. 

Church of 

ST. PETER 
MENDOTA 

1405 Highway 13  PO Box 50679  Mendota MN 55150-0679 

August 21, 2016 
Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

God’s gifts and blessings.  

 

OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and 

heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 

generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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As we begin to transition into the final few months of our 
meditations on mercy, in observance of this special 
Jubilee Year of Mercy, our attention will turn from what 
God’s mercy has been and means to us to what God’s 
mercy calls us to become -- merciful. 
 

To this end, we will be looking at works of mercy, 
especially as traditionally called the “Corporal Works of 
Mercy” and the “Spiritual Works of Mercy.” 
 

By way of a refresher, here are the Corporal Works of 
Mercy: 
Feed the hungry 
Give drink to the thirsty 
Clothe the naked 
Harbour the harbourless (house the homeless) 
Visit the sick 
Ransom the captive 
Bury the dead 
 

Likewise, these are the Spiritual Works of Mercy: 
Instruct the ignorant 
Counsel the doubtful 
Admonish the sinner 
Bear wrongs patiently 
Forgive offences willingly 
Comfort the afflicted 
Pray for the living and the dead 
 

Many of us have been acquainted with both of these lists 
at some point. Hopefully, we have received a modicum of 
catechesis regarding what they contain. (If you’ve ever 
wondered what “catechesis” means, it refers to the act of 
teaching by word of mouth -- the passing on of Christian 
truths from person to person.) For example, what is 
actually meant by, “instruct the ignorant?” Let’s be 
honest; we all have very clear ideas of what we’d like that 
to mean. However, before we get too far, I’d like to 
reshape how we think of these acts. 
 

While it certainly is tempting to launch into specific 
discussion on any number of the works of mercy, that’s 
not what I’m after in this article. Rather, I want to dispel 
the mistaken notion that the works of mercy are the works 
of the good, the holy or those for whom a relationship 
with God is reserved. Holiness, prayer, spiritual 
counseling, a living belief in God and personal 
relationship with God through Jesus are not reserved or 
set aside for a few. The invitation to know God personally 
and intimately is an open one. 
 

Besides, the works of mercy are the marks of the faithful 
who are not yet perfected. They are the exercises of 
Christians who are yet growing. In short, all of the 

Reflections from  

our Music Director 

baptized are invited to take merciful practices as a form of 
spiritual fitness training, rather than as some proof of 
merit. 
 

We hear in this week’s Gospel that many will attempt to 
enter the kingdom, “but will not be strong enough (Luke 
13:24).” Acting out of the mercy we have all received is 
part of striving “to enter through the narrow gate (ibid.).” 
 

In the second reading, we are given a strong elixir for 
growth and spiritual progress. “So strengthen your 
drooping hands and your weak knees. Make straight paths 
for your feet, that what is lame may not be disjointed but 
healed (Hebrews 12:12-13).” Put into practice, then, the 
works of God’s mercy; not because you already have 
mercy like God does, but because you wish to. 

 
 
 
 

David Dunst 

Second Proclamation 
Alex Vicente and Susan Yang 

Wedding Banns 

St. Peter’s Parish extends its sympathy to the 
family and friends of Thomas McMenimen. We invite 
all to join us in praying that God may make 
him a sharer in eternal salvation. 

Sincere Sympathy 

I’d like to beg your indulgence as I/we continue to learn 
the fineries of our new sound equipment. Hopefully, you 
have noticed improvement over what we had been using. 
 

Aso, I would like to extend a quick invitation, especially 
to those who play drums, guitar or perhaps bass guitar. If 
you would like to be a part of the music that accompanies 
and helps to form our prayer at Mass, please contact me at 
651-905-4323 or ddunst@stpetersmendota.org. We do 
have a number of indispensable instrumental volunteers to 
whom I’m endlessly grateful. Unfortunately, we’ve only 
been able to put all the pieces together on very select 
occasions. I’d love to be able to have all of those 
components be part of each Mass every week. To do just 
that, we need more of our musically talented parishioners 
to place their gifts at the service of the community. 

Music Ministry 
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RE Classes Begin the Week of 

September 25! Register Now! 

Religious Education Preschool through Grade 8 
Please remember to register for the 2016 - 2017 school 
year if you have not yet done so. Register online by going 
to St. Peter’s website at www.stpetersmendota.org and 
clicking on the Faith Formation tab. In the drop down 
box, click on RE/FF Registration for 2016-17 and follow 
the directions located there. The registration deadline 
was May 15. There will now be a late fee charged. 

Please note that this is only for children ages 3 ½ yrs 
through Grade 8 in the fall of 2016. 
 
First Reconciliation and First Eucharist 
Preparation 

• When you register your child for the Grade 2 class, 
he/she is in the First Reconciliation and First Eucharist 
programs. 

• The Grade 2 classes are mostly held on Wednesdays 
and follow the Elementary schedule.  However, there are 
several Tuesday evening classes that both child and 
parent need to attend. 

• Children in Catholic schools must be prepared for the 
sacraments at their parish. Catholic schools do not prepare 
children to receive Reconciliation or First Eucharist. 

• If you wish for your child to receive First Eucharist, 
he/she must first participate in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. 

• If your child is older than Grade 2 and needs to be 
prepared for these Sacraments, please contact Kathy 
Raible at kraible@stpetersmendota.org or 651-905-4311. 

MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUMMARY - JULY 2016 
                         Month - July     Actual      Budget 
 

Contribution Income $       68,549 $         70,141 

Other Income 5,353 6,115 

 73,902 76,256 

Expenses (87,985) (90,526) 

Net Income (Expense)                $     (14,083)   $        (14,270) 

 

 

                     Parish Debt 

Principal Balance Beginning of Month                                                                   $    5,579,863 

Principal Paid                                                                                                                    11,875 

Principal Balance End of Month                                  $    5,567,988 

Catholic Homeschool 

Opportunity 

New for the 2016-17 school year 
Mary Mother of the Church in Burnsville will host a 
Learning Center for home school families for Pre K 
through grade six. The home school group will follow a 
classical, Catholic curriculum called Aquinas Learning. 
The group will meet at the church on Mondays, beginning 
in September. This group is a beautiful opportunity for 
Catholic home school parents to provide their children 
with a formalized school day each week, offer support to 
each other, and receive help from mentors trained in the 
Aquinas curriculum. 
 

If you have questions or want more information, please 
call Meg Flicek at 507-581-3519 or email her at  
aquinasburnsville@gmail.com. 

School is Just Around the 

Corner! 

School supplies are on sale! Please consider buying extras 
for children of families who can’t purchase them. We will 
donate them to MORE’s Multicultural School for 
Empowerment as we have done in the past. 
Students need pencils, pens, magic 
markers, notebooks, lined paper, crayons, 
rulers, etc. A complete list of items needed 
are posted on the collection boxes. Your 
contributions are well received by the staff at MORE. 
Boxes for the school supplies are located in the Main 
Church coat room or the office entrance. Deadline for 
bringing in supplies will be Sunday, September 11. 
 

Thank you for your support. 
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Free Tours of Historic Church 

Have you ever wanted to hear more about the history of 
our parish? The Historic Church will be open for tours 
every Sunday from 12 noon to 2 p.m. now through Labor 
Day. You do not need a reservation and there is no fee for 
the tours. Feel free to stop in and learn about your 
community’s very own historic site! 

After six years of generous service coordinating our 
Eucharistic Adoration with grace, dedication and love, 
George and Jane Vasiliou will be moving on to the next 
place God is leading them to share their many gifts.  
Although we are sad to see them leave this ministry, we 
are excited for whatever they will be applying themselves 
to in the future. Thank you George and Jane, for your 
time, your prayers and your commitment. 
 

This also opens the door for whoever God is  calling to 
this ministry now. The Vasiliou’s will work with 
whomever comes forward. If you have a devotion to the 
Blessed Sacrament, organizational talents and a 
willingness to work with Fr. Steven and Lisa Amos in 
bringing the gift of Eucharistic Adoration to as many as 
possible here at St. Peter’s, please contact Lisa Amos at 
651-905-4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org. Co-
coordinators or teams are also welcome. 

Fall Festival Planning  

Has Begun 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Coordinator Opening 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2016 
One Mass 10 a.m. 

Festival 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
 

New this year: 
 

The St. Peter’s Country Store will have crafts 
and baked goods galore! 
 

This year’s Raffle is bigger and better! The grand prize 
is $5,000, the 1st place prize is $2,000 and the 2nd place 
prize is $1,000! We will only sell 1,000 tickets, so act 
fast! The cost per ticket is $25. Tickets go on sale this 
weekend (August 13/14). 
 

The Marv Nissel Polka Band will get your  
toes a-tapping! 
 

Returning Favorites are: 
 

Pork dinner, silent auction, kids games, concessions, 
Gaga Ball, inflatable obstacle course, bingo, wine raffle, 
face painting, 4 Square Tug-O-War, Minute-To-Win-It 
games, Historic Church tours and more. 

 

Country Store and Silent Auction donations are 
now being accepted in the Parish Office. 
 

Are you interested in volunteering or donating items? 

Contact Gail Barta at 651-454-9552 or e-mail Anne 
O’Keefe at aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org. 

St. Peter’s Fall Festival 

Raffle Tickets on Sale Now 

Buy a Raffle Ticket! 
The Fall Festival raffle tickets will be on sale this 

weekend after every Mass. The grand 
prize is $5,000, the first place prize is 
$2,000, and the second place prize is 
$1,000! We are only selling 1,000 tickets, 
so buy them now! The cost is $25.00 each. 

We will continue selling the tickets each weekend, until 
they are sold out. Good luck and thank you for supporting 
your parish! 

Faithful Shepherd SeptemberFest  

Faithful Shepherd Catholic School will hold its 13th 
Annual SeptemberFest Friday, September 16 to 
Sunday, September 18. 
 

There will be a Family Fun Night/Expo, card 
games and a concert on Saturday night. On 
Sunday, there will be an open-air Mass under the 

big top at 11 a.m.  
 

Thank you to our Platinum Sponsors: The Minnesota 
Vikings, Greg Baune with Northwestern Mutual Life and 
Cub Foods. 



Monday, August 22 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 7 pm Boy Scout Meeting, Ravoux Room 
 

Tuesday, August 23 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:30 am Adoration Before the Blessed Sacrament  

  until 6 pm, Historic Church 

 6:30 pm Boy Scouts District Meeting, Heritage  

  Center, Classrooms 1-4 
 

Wednesday, August 24 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Thursday, August 25 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 7 pm AA Meeting, Classroom 5 
 

Friday, August 26 

 8 am Confessions, Main Church  

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, August 27 

 9 am Parish Pastoral Council Meeting,   

  Conference Room 1 

 9 and 10:30 am 

  AA Meeting, Classrooms 2, 4 

 10 am Saturday Scripture Study, Community  

  Room 

` 3:30 pm Confessions, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Perissos Core Team Gathering, Youth  

  Room 

 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 

Sunday, August 28 

 8:30 and 10:30 am 

  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 9 am Mass, Main Church 

 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 

The Week of August 22 Parish Pastoral Council 

Joseph Towle.……………………….….….651-683-9250 
Paul Hirsch.……………………………..….651-431-1832 
Sarah Larsen…………….…………………612-384-1474 
Maria Schwartz………………………….…651-452-1796 
Alice Sheeler………………………...……..651-457-8119 
Nancy Stanton……………………………...651-686-9009 
Laurie Reding…………………………….651-688-8536 
Parish Pastoral Council Email: 

ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 
 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio………………………………..651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie……………………………….651-365-1334 

Readings for the  

Week of August 21 

Sunday: Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1-2/Heb 12:5-7, 11- 

  13/Lk 13:22-30 

Monday: 2 Thes 1:1-5, 11-12/Ps 96:1-5/Mt 23:13- 

  22 

Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10-13/Mt  

  23:23-26 

Wednesday: Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-13, 17-18/Jn 1:45

  -51 

Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-7/Mt 24:42-51 

Friday:  1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11/Mt  

  25:1-13 

Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 33:12-13, 18-21/Mt  

  25:14-30 

Next Sunday: Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Ps 68:4-7, 10-11/ 

  Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a/Lk 14:1, 7-14 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 
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The following are the intentions remembered by 

the priest at Mass: 

 Monday, August 22 - †Joseph Schuster 

 Tuesday, August 23 - †Mary Jean Warner 

 Wednesday, August 24 - †Frank Huberty 

 Thursday, August 25- †Raymond Huberty 

 Friday, August 26 - †Jeffrey Weiss 

 Saturday, August 27 - †Jack Conway 

 Sunday, August 28 - 9 a.m. - Jean Terres 

                                   11 a.m. - Mass For The People 

Mass Intentions 
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PASTORAL MINISTRY 

The Gift of Being Grandparents 
This program takes place at Mary, Mother of the Church, 

3333 Cliff Road East, in Burnsville, on 
Saturday, August 27, from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. with Anticipatory Mass at 4 p.m. 
 
Learn about God’s plan for grandparents 
and be equipped to pass on a Heritage of 
Faith. The conference will include 

presentations with Bishop Andrew Cozzens, Jeff Cavins, 
Judy Cozzens, Katherine Kersten and so much more. The 
cost is $30 per person and $55 per couple. Register online 
or send in a registration form. Find all the details at 
www.CatholicGrandparenting.org.  
If you have questions, contact Susanna Bolle at 
bolles@archspm.org or 651-291-4411. 

The Gift of Being Grand 

Grief Ministry Opportunities 
St. Peter’s is part of a coalition of local churches that 
presents Growing Through Loss, a program of support 
and information for persons who are experiencing grief 
due to the death of a loved one, broken relationship, job 
loss, loss of health, etc. Small group facilitators are 
needed for this coming year. Growing Through Loss takes 
place twice a year. Series run once a week for four weeks 
in the fall, and four weeks, with a fifth for a remembrance 
service, in the spring. Each session offers a presentation 
followed by small groups lead by facilitators. Training is 
provided. 
 

 If you are a good listener and wish to minister to those 
experiencing grief, this ministry may be for you. If you 
are interested in sharing your gifts in this wonderful 
ministry, please contact Lisa Amos at 651-905-4304 or 
lamos@stpetersmendota.org for more information. 

Growing Through Loss 

Attention blood donors 
The Red Cross will be holding a blood drive at St. Peter’s 
on Thursday, September 15, from 1 to 6 p.m., in the 

Ravoux Room. Please sign up with the Red 
Cross or call Sandy at 651-452-1844 for an 
appointment. Thank you. 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

The Thrivent Financial Collection of Religious 
Art in Minneapolis  
Join Fr. Steven and Lisa Amos for our trip to The 
Thrivent Financial Collection of Religious Art in 
Minneapolis. This collection is unique among corporate 
art collections, with its focus on original works on paper 
and religious subject matter. 
 

Begun in 1982, there are now more than 1,100 objects 
included in the collection, which range chronologically 
from a miniature illustration for a 13th-century medieval 
choir book to avant-garde lithographs and linocuts from 
the late 20th century. Comprised of eight centuries of art 
reflecting the Western Christian religious tradition, the 
collection presents an impressive range of exemplars of 
Western art history, from Albrecht Dürer to Rembrandt 
van Rijn and Pablo Picasso. 
 

On Wednesday, September 7, we will depart in our coach 
bus from St. Peter’s following the 9 a.m. Mass. We will 
have guided tours and time to explore. We will enjoy 
lunch together at Dan Kelly’s Pub, just moments away in 
downtown Minneapolis. Reservations are limited, so 
reserve your spot now by contacting Lisa Amos at 
lamos@stpetersmendota.org or 651-905-4304. Cost is 
$40/person, which includes tour, lunch and bus. The 
reservation deadline is August 23rd. We look forward to 
seeing you then! 

St. Peter’s Group Trip 

28 Week Study of Genesis 

Join us for this Study of the Book of Genesis on 
Thursdays at 7 p.m., from September 8 to May 11, 2017 
at the Church of St. Joseph, 1154 Seminole Ave., in West 
St. Paul. The cost is $60. Scholarships are available.  
 

The study guide was authored by Steve Ray, a well-
known biblical scholar. The video lectures are delivered 
by Fr. Matthew Kauth. We will be meeting in the school 
library, a room that can accommodate a maximum of 20 
adults. We will be taking breaks for Christmas, Easter and 
MEA. 
 

We prefer that you register online at the parish website. 
Use this link to get to the registration form directly: 
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?
oeidk=a07eczsa5bfc04404a3. 
 

If you cannot register online, paper forms will be 
available at the Parish Center and online. Give your 
completed registration form and check to the parish 
secretary. 
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Pope Francis asks us to “live this Year in the light of the 
Lord’s words: ‘Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful.’” (cf. Lk 6:36) Participate throughout the year 
by making a pilgrimage to a Holy Door at the Cathedral 
of Saint Paul or Basilica of Saint Mary, regularly 
receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation, performing 
corporal and spiritual works of mercy, and participating in 
the #MercyWorks video challenge. Find additional ways 
to pray, learn and act at www.archspm.org/Mercy. 

Jubilee Year of Mercy 

Dear Donors from St. Peter Catholic Church, 
 

Our sincere thank you for the generous donations you 
made to us in July of 2016. Your donation of 177 pounds 
of food items is greatly appreciated. 
 

Many of your neighbors will benefit from these gifts from 
your heart. 
 

Sincerely, 
Neighbors Inc. Staff and Volunteers 

Thank you! From Neighbors, Inc. 

A beautiful prayer ministry opportunity awaits you at St. 
Mary's Chapel at the St. Paul Seminary,  
located on the University of St. Thomas Campus, 2115 
Summit Ave., St. Paul. Adoration for the Sanctification of  
Priests is held each Thursday, September through May. 
Adorers commit to 1 hour shifts. The schedule 
coincides with the academic calendar for the University 
of St. Thomas. Two people are needed 
for each hour, with some hours being filled by three or 
four adorers. Adoration hours are 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m 
with a break between 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. Mass is 
offered at 11:35 a.m. Please contact St. Peter's 
parishioner, Teresa Lodoen, at 952-707-0539 for further 
information or to sign up. 

Adoration for the  

Sanctification of Priests  

Natural Family Planning Classes 

A series of Natural Family Planning (NFP) classes are 
available in your community or a community near you. 
This Church-approved method is scientific and marriage 
building. The classes teach couples how to achieve or 
postpone pregnancy, while embracing the beauty of 
God’s gift of sexuality. A series of classes taught by a 
qualified instructor are available now. For a complete list 
of classes offered throughout the Archdiocese, please call 
(651)291-4489 or visit www.archspm.org/family. 

Visit the Railroad Garden 

Stop by and visit Conductor Bud and his charming 
railroad garden at 2960 Egan Avenue in Eagan. The 
railroad garden has free public open houses on the third 
Sunday of the month (Aug 21 and Sep 18) from 1 to 4 
pm. It's a fun place for families, and Conductor Bud 
enjoys sharing his garden with kids of all ages. The cost is 
free. For more information call 651-454-3534, visit 
w ww . l u t z r a i l r o a d g a r d e n . n e t  o r  e m a i l 
lutzbud@gmail.com. Please note the trains will not be 
running if it is raining. 

Catholic Watchmen Night 
The Catholic Watchmen is coming soon to our parish! 
The mission of the Catholic Watchmen is to respond to 
Bishop Cozzen’s call to Catholic men to live up to their 
duty to be protectors, providers and leaders of their 
families. To accomplish this task, Catholic Watchmen 
learn and practice Seven Disciplines.  
Monthly Catholic Watchmen Nights start this September. 
Each Catholic Watchmen Night runs from 6:30-9 p.m. 
with a video presentation, social time, group discussion 
with dinner and beverages, as well as time for adoration 
and confession. Our parish plans to have our first Catholic 
Watchmen Night on Thursday, September 22,  in the 
sanctuary and Heritage Center. Please contact Jim Lodoen 
at 952-707-0539 or jlodoen@lindquist.com for more 
information. To learn more about this initiative go to 
www.thecatholicwatchmen.com. 

The Catholic Watchmen 




