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3355 Columbia Drive 

Eagan, MN 55121 
 
 

SUNDAY MASSES (all in the Main Church) 

Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday 9 am and 11 am  

WEEKDAY MASSES (all in the Historic Church) 

9 am Monday-Friday 

HOLY DAYS As announced. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Fridays, 8 to 8:45 am and Saturdays 3:30 to 4:45 pm 

and also any time by appointment. 
 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS 

Call the parish office for more information. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 

Mary LeClair . E-mail: maryleclair62@gmail.com or call the 

parish office at 651-452-4550. 

Church of 

ST. PETER 
MENDOTA 

1405 Highway 13  PO Box 50679  Mendota MN 55150-0679 

August 14, 2016 
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

God’s gifts and blessings.  

 

OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and 

heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 

generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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My dear friends, 
 

Deacon Tim and I recently came across a priest who has a 
wonderful gift for speaking about prayer and other 
aspects of our Christian life. His name is Fr. Francis 
Valerio, and I want to share with you just a few excerpts 
from a reflection he wrote on prayer, emphasizing the 
importance of listening and openness. I’m sure you will 
find this very helpful for your own life.  
 

Listening  
Listening is one of the most intimate actions we can offer 
to another person. Listening is loving. Listening says: 
“You are valuable, your voice, your thoughts, your 
feelings matter... you are worth my time and sacrifice, 
worth receiving all that’s in your heart and on your 
mind.” God honors my entire self and desires to see and 
listen to me (Song of Songs / Solomon 2:14). We are 
created for relationship and the only way relationships 
grow is when there is mutual honoring and reverence. In 
relational prayer, after I have shared the thoughts of my 
heart, it’s time to listen to God’s heart speak to me. To 
only share my thoughts with God, without listening to 
His, is not honoring. It’s dumping. One of the greatest 
causes of loneliness today is the absence of mutual, 
honored listening. Listening is loving...and where there is 
love, the Holy Spirit moves.  
 

Where there is safety - our hearts open to Love  
We desire to be known, but sometimes our shame and 
pride tempt us to fear Love...to fear Love’s gaze...to fear 
vulnerability. What will God do? How will Love respond 
if all of me is really seen and known? Jesus is not 
ashamed of the messiness of my humanity. On the Cross 
Jesus has chosen to be vulnerable to me first. There He 
has already embraced all of my wounds, hurts, pains and 
sin. God understands me. Jesus continues to invite us out 
of our fear-based shame and pride into greater 
vulnerability. In this vulnerability of being known we will 
know God’s presence (and mercy), the gift of peace and 
hope (Matthew 11:28; Psalm 139; John 4:29; 1 Peter 5:7). 
Without this vulnerability our fears will always have 
some control over us. Most of us have to learn how to be 
loved by God’s kind of love...this is where we grow in 
trusting Jesus.  
 

Where my heart feels safe, it will open to Love. 
Where my heart does not feel safe it will close and wall 
off to others. When God becomes my safety I am free to 
be open and vulnerable.  A good question to ask myself In 
Relational Prayer, if I stay with whom I feel safe, my 

Reflections from  

our Pastor 

heart will open more to God’s Love (1John4:18). In that 
openness I will be able to receive more Truth from God, 
which will encourage me into greater intimacy with the 
entire Trinity, step by step. In this relationship we find 
our hope, belonging, value, freedom, peace, and purpose.  
 

Be not ashamed: our greatest struggles can lead us to 

freedom  
It’s helpful to ask Holy Spirit for greater awareness in 
where I struggle the most, where I am most tempted, 
where I react instead of respond to others, where I tend to 
control and manipulate to feel safe or to get my way.  
Where I struggle the most is where God wants to help me 
the most. Where I struggle the most is where I need the 
most Love and Truth.  Jesus came for those who admit 
they need a doctor, not for those who trust in themselves, 
in their own intellects, their own goodness (Luke5:31-32/
Rom:21-16/Titus3:5/John15:5). God is not ashamed of 
me or mad at me because of my weakness, sin or past. 
God is already present in the messiest places within me, 
waiting for me there. Will I meet Him there and let the 
Lord help me, embrace me, heal me, forgive me, restore 
me by His Grace? (Romans 5:6-11/ Colossians 2:13-15). 
 
Jesus bless you, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Fr. Steven 

First Proclamation 
Alex Vicente and Susan Yang 

 

Third Proclamation 
Jacob Bolks and Molly Mathys 

Wedding Banns 
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RE Classes Begin the Week of 

September 25! Register Now! 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 

St. John Neumann 
St. Peter 

St. Thomas Becket 
3355 Columbia Drive 
Eagan, MN 55121 

651-406-4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Confirmation classes are available for persons with 
special needs, or mental or physical disabilities, age 16 
and older. Classes will be held Saturday, August 20 and 
Saturday, August 27, from 9:30 to11:30 a.m., at the 
Church of St. Richard, 7540 Penn Avenue South in 
Richfield. Both classes are mandatory for guardians and 
candidates. Pre-registration is required. Candidates will 
be confirmed during the Annual Mass for Persons with 
Disabilities on Sunday, September 18, at 3 p.m. (date 
change!). For more information, visit www.archspm.org/
events. To register, contact Deacon Sean or Joan Curtan 
at (651) 291-4543 or curtans@archspm.org. 

Religious Education Preschool through Grade 8 
Please remember to register for the 2016 - 2017 school 
year if you have not yet done so. Register online by going 
to St. Peter’s website at www.stpetersmendota.org and 
clicking on the Faith Formation tab. In the drop down 
box, click on RE/FF Registration for 2016-17 and follow 
the directions located there. The registration deadline 
was May 15. There will now be a late fee charged. 

Please note that this is only for children ages 3 ½ yrs 
through Grade 8 in the fall of 2016. 
 
Religious Education Programs (Preschool – 
Grade 8) for 2016-2017 

• Sunday School: For ages 3 ½ through Kindergarten. 
Classes are held on Sunday mornings during the 9:00 a.m. 
Mass. Classes begin September 25, 2016. 

• Grades 1 - 5: Classes are held on Wednesdays. There 
are two sessions: 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. and 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Classes begin on September 28, 2016. 

• Grade 6 - 8: Classes are held on Wednesdays from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Classes begin on September 28, 2016. 
 

First Reconciliation and First Eucharist 
Preparation 

• When you register your child for the Grade 2 class, 
he/she is in the First Reconciliation and First Eucharist 
programs. 

• The Grade 2 classes are mostly held on Wednesdays 
and follow the Elementary schedule.  However, there are 
several Tuesday evening classes that both child and 
parent need to attend. 

• Children in Catholic schools must be prepared for the 
sacraments at their parish. Catholic schools do not prepare 
children to receive Reconciliation or First Eucharist. 

• If you wish for your child to receive First Eucharist, 
he/she must first participate in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. 

• If your child is older than Grade 2 and needs to be 
prepared for these Sacraments, please contact Kathy 
Raible at kraible@stpetersmendota.org or 651-905-4311. 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

For Those with Special Needs 

Catholic Watchmen Night 
The Catholic Watchmen is coming soon to our parish! 
The mission of the Catholic Watchmen is to respond to 
Bishop Cozzen’s call for Catholic men to live up to their 
duty to be protectors, providers and leaders of their 
families. To accomplish this task, Catholic Watchmen 
learn and practice Seven Disciplines.  
 
Watch for more information to attend Monthly Catholic 
Watchmen Nights starting in September. Each Catholic 
Watchmen Night runs from 6:30-9:00 p.m. with a video 
presentation, social time and group discussion. We plan to 
provide food and beverage, as well as time for adoration 
and confession.  
 
More information will be available over the summer! If 
you would like to be part of the parish vanguard or Core 
Team planning group, please contact the Catholic 
Watchmen Point Man at your parish, Jim Lodoen at 612-
201-2910. To learn more about this initiative go to 
www.thecatholicwatchmen.com. 

The Catholic Watchmen 

Part Time Music Teacher Needed 
Faithful Shepherd Catholic School is seeking a part-time 
music teacher for grades 4-8. The successful 
candidate will be responsible for classroom 
instruction, grades 5-8 choir and weekly Mass 
music. If you are interested, please email Mike 
Randall at mrandall@fscsmn.org, or call him at 
651-262-2885. 

FSCS Seeks Music Teacher 
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Free Tours of  

the Historic Church 

Have you ever wanted to hear more about the history of 
our parish? The Historic Church will be 
open for tours every Sunday from 12 noon 
to 2 p.m. now through Labor Day. You do 
not need a reservation and there is no fee 

for the tours. Feel free to stop in and learn about your 
community’s very own historic site! 

After six years of generous service coordinating our 
Eucharistic Adoration with grace, dedication and love, 
George and Jane Vasiliou will be moving on to the next 
place God is leading them to share their many gifts.  
Although we are sad to see them leave this ministry, we 
are excited for whatever they will be applying themselves 
to in the future. Thank you George and Jane, for your 
time, your prayers and your commitment. 
 

This also opens the door for whoever God is  calling to 
this ministry now. The Vasiliou’s will work with 
whomever comes forward. If you have a devotion to the 
Blessed Sacrament, organizational talents and a 
willingness to work with Fr. Steven and Lisa Amos in 
bringing the gift of Eucharistic Adoration to as many as 
possible here at St. Peter’s, please contact Lisa Amos at 
651-905-4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org. Co-
coordinators or teams are also welcome. 

Fall Festival Planning  

Has Begun 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Coordinator Opening 

Attention blood donors 
The Red Cross will be holding a blood drive at St. Peter’s 
on Thursday, September 15, from 1 to 6 p.m., in the 
Ravoux Room. Please sign up with the Red Cross or call 
Sandy at 651-452-1844 for an appointment. Thank you. 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2016 
One Mass 10 a.m. 

Festival 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
 

New this year: 
 

The St. Peter’s Country Store will have crafts 
and baked goods galore! 
 

This year’s Raffle is bigger and better! The grand prize 
is $5,000, the 1st place prize is $2,000 and the 2nd place 
prize is $1,000! We will only sell 1,000 tickets, so act 
fast! The cost per ticket is $25. Tickets go on sale this 
weekend (August 13/14). 
 

The Marv Nissel Polka Band will get your  
toes a-tapping! 
 

Returning Favorites are: 
 

Pork dinner, silent auction, kids games, concessions, 
Gaga Ball, inflatable obstacle course, bingo, wine raffle, 
face painting, 4 Square Tug-O-War, Minute-To-Win-It 
games, Historic Church tours and more. 

 

Country Store and Silent Auction donations are 
now being accepted in the Parish Office. 
 

Are you interested in volunteering or donating 

items? Contact Gail Barta at 651-454-9552 or e-mail 
Anne O’Keefe at aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org. 

St. Peter’s Fall Festival 

Sunday, October 2 

There was a flyer in last Sunday’s bulletin regarding 

sponsorship for the Fall Festival. We would 

greatly appreciate any type of donation, 

whether it be items for the silent auction and 

the country store, pies for the pork dinner, 

prayers or a monetary donation to help make 

this Fall Festival successful. Thank you in advance from 

the Fall Festival Committee for helping to make this the 

most successful and fun Fall Festival yet! 



Monday, August 15 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 7 pm Boy Scout Meeting, Ravoux Room 
 

Tuesday, August 16 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:30 am Adoration Before the Blessed Sacrament  

  until 6 pm, Historic Church 
 

Wednesday, August 17 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Thursday, August 18 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:30 am Small Faith Group, Ravoux Room 

 7 pm AA Meeting, Classroom 5 
 

Friday, August 19 

 8 am Confessions, Main Church  

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, August 20 

 9 and 10:30 am 

  AA Meeting, Classrooms 2, 4 

 10 am Saturday Scripture Study, Community  

  Room 

` 3:30 pm Confessions, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 5 pm Mass with Blessing for Expectant  

  Mothers, Main Church 

 

Sunday, August 21 

 8:30 and 10:30 am 

  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 9 am Mass with Blessing for Expectant  

  Mothers, Main Church 

 11 am Mass with Blessing for Expectant  

  Mothers, Main Church 

 

The Week of August 15 Parish Pastoral Council 

Joseph Towle.……………………….….….651-683-9250 
Paul Hirsch.……………………………..….651-431-1832 
Sarah Larsen…………….…………………612-384-1474 
Maria Schwartz………………………….…651-452-1796 
Alice Sheeler………………………...……..651-457-8119 
Nancy Stanton……………………………...651-686-9009 
Laurie Redding…………………………….651-688-8536 
Parish Pastoral Council Email: 

ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 
 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio………………………………..651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie……………………………….651-365-1334 

Readings for the  

Week of August 7 

Sunday: Jer 38:4-6, 8-10/Ps 40:2-4, 18/Heb 12:1- 

  4/Lk 12:49-53 

Monday: Vigil:1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/Ps  

  132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14/1 Cor 15:54b-57/Lk 

  11:27-28 

Day:  Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10-12,  

  16/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56 

Tuesday: Ez 28:1-10/Dt 32:26-28, 30, 35-36/Mt  

  19:23-30 

Wednesday: Ez 34:1-11/Ps 23:1-6/Mt 20:1-16 

Thursday: Ez 36:23-28/Ps 51:12-15, 18-19/Mt 22:1-

  14 

Friday:  Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-9/Mt 22:34-40 

Saturday: Ez 43:1-7a/Ps 85:9-14/Mt 23:1-12 

Next Sunday: Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1-2/Heb 12:5-7, 11- 

  13/Lk 13:22-30 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 
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The following are the intentions remembered by 

the priest at Mass: 

 Monday, August 15 - †Walter Lucking 

 Tuesday, August 16 - †Charles and Arlean Mertensotto 

 Wednesday, August 17 - †Macs Perera 

 Thursday, August 18- †Jerry Casper 

 Friday, August 19 - †George Zirnhelt 

 Saturday, August 20 - Mass For The People 

 Sunday, August 21 - 9 a.m. - †Lois Furlong 

                                   11 a.m. - †Buzz Weidner 

Mass Intentions 
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PASTORAL MINISTRY 

The Gift of Being Grandparents 
This program takes place at Mary, Mother of the Church, 
3333 Cliff Road East, in Burnsville, on Saturday, August 

27, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. with 
Anticipatory Mass at 4 p.m. 
 

Learn about God’s plan for grandparents 
and be equipped to pass on a Heritage of 
Faith. The conference will include 
presentations with Bishop Andrew 

Cozzens, Jeff Cavins, Judy Cozzens, Katherine Kersten 
and so much more. The cost is $30 per person and $55 per 
couple. Register online or send in a registration form. 
Find all the details at www.CatholicGrandparenting.org. 
If you have questions, contact Susanna Bolle at 
bolles@archspm.org or 651-291-4411. 

The Gift of Being Grand 

Looking for a way to increase the love and 
r o m a n c e  i n  y o u r  m a r r i a g e ? 
A Marriage Encounter Weekend allows a husband and 
wife to get away together and focus on each other. The 
next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends are 
Oct 7-9, in Buffalo and Nov 18-20, in Prior Lake. Early 
registration is highly recommended. For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.twincitieswwme.org or contact Brent & Tracy at 
applications@twincitieswwme.org or 612-756-8720. 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

Grief Ministry Opportunities 
St. Peter’s is part of a coalition of local churches that 
presents Growing Through Loss, a program of support 
and information for persons who are experiencing grief. 
Small group facilitators are needed for this coming year. 
Training is provided. 
 

 If you are a good listener and wish to minister to those 
experiencing grief, this ministry may be for you. If you 
are interested in sharing your gifts in this wonderful 
ministry, please contact Lisa Amos at 651-905-4304 or 
lamos@stpetersmendota.org for more information. 

Growing Through Loss 

The Thrivent Financial Collection of Religious 
Art in Minneapolis  
Join Fr. Steven and Lisa Amos for our trip to The 
Thrivent Financial Collection of Religious Art in 
Minneapolis. This collection is unique among corporate 
art collections, with its focus on original works on paper 
and religious subject matter. 
 

Begun in 1982, there are now more than 1,100 objects 
included in the collection, which range chronologically 
from a miniature illustration for a 13th-century medieval 
choir book to avant-garde lithographs and linocuts from 
the late 20th century. Comprised of eight centuries of art 
reflecting the Western Christian religious tradition, the 
collection presents an impressive range of exemplars of 
Western art history, from Albrecht Dürer to Rembrandt 
van Rijn and Pablo Picasso. 
 

On Wednesday, September 7, we will depart in our coach 
bus from St. Peter’s following the 9 a.m. Mass. We will 
have guided tours and time to explore. We will enjoy 
lunch together at Dan Kelly’s Pub, just moments away in 
downtown Minneapolis. Reservations are limited, so 
reserve your spot now by contacting Lisa Amos at 
lamos@stpetersmendota.org or 651-905-4304. Cost is 
$40/person, which includes tour, lunch and bus. The 
reservation deadline is August 23rd. We look forward to 
seeing you then! 

St. Peter’s Group Trip 

28 Week Study of Genesis 

Join us for this Study of the Book of Genesis on 
Thursdays at 7 p.m., from September 8 to May 11, 2017 
at the Church of St. Joseph, 1154 Seminole Ave., in West 
St. Paul. The cost is $60. Scholarships are available.  
 

The study guide was authored by Steve Ray, a well-
known biblical scholar. The video lectures are delivered 
by Fr. Matthew Kauth. We will be meeting in the school 
library, a room that can accommodate a maximum of 20 
adults. We will be taking breaks for Christmas, Easter and 
MEA. 
 

We prefer that you register online at the parish website. 
Use this link to get to the registration form directly: 
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?
oeidk=a07eczsa5bfc04404a3. 
 

If you cannot register online, paper forms will be 
available at the Parish Center and online. Give your 
completed registration form and check to the parish 
secretary. 
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Pope Francis asks us to “live this Year in the light of the 
Lord’s words: ‘Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful.’” (cf. Lk 6:36) Participate throughout the year 
by making a pilgrimage to a Holy Door at the Cathedral 
of Saint Paul or Basilica of Saint Mary, regularly 
receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation, performing 
corporal and spiritual works of mercy, and participating in 
the #MercyWorks video challenge. Find additional ways 
to pray, learn and act at www.archspm.org/Mercy. 

Jubilee Year of Mercy 

Three Great Options To Help The 

Bridging Mission 

Archbishop Bernard Hebda will present the “Leading 
With Faith” Awards at a noon luncheon banquet on 
Thursday, August 18, in Rauenhorst Hall, Coeur de 
Catherine Building at St. Catherine University, 2004 
Randolph Ave., St. Paul. You are invited to come help us 
honor this year’s winners. For reservations, go to 
www.archspm.org/Events. You can also call Mary Gibbs 
at 651-251-7709 or email her at gibbsm@archspm.org. 

The Catholic Spirit’s 15th Annual 

Leading With Faith Awards 

Banquet 

Through the effective reuse of donated items, Bridging 
improves lives by providing quality furniture and 
household goods to those transitioning out of 
homelessness and poverty. We serve over 80 households 
each week who are given a sense of dignity as they 
rebuild their lives. 
 

ORGANIZE A BLANKET DRIVE – OUR 

GREATEST NEED THIS SUMMER! 
What: Help us provide blankets for every bed we provide 
at Bridging! New and gently-used blankets/comforters of 
all sizes wanted; throw, twin, full, queen and king.  
 

BOOK A GROUP VOLUNTEER PROJECT: 

HANDS-ON IN THE WAREHOUSE. 

Where: Roseville OR Bloomington 
Group Size: 5-25 
Help us load/unload trucks, sort through donated goods, 
inspect linens and restock shelves. 
 

SPONSOR A DRESSER-BUILD 
Where: Roseville OR Bloomington OR a location of your 
choice 
Group Size: 10 – 300+ 
Buy/sponsor and assemble new dressers for those in need. 
Kits in stock at Bridging. We’ll help you determine how 
many dressers to build based on your budget and 
timeframe. 
 

Visit www.bridging.org for more information. 
 

You may call Sara King at the Bloomington location at 
952-460-3750 or email her at sara.king@bridging.org. 
 

You may also call Wendy Erickson at the Roseville 
location at 651-319-9295 or email her at 
wendy.erickson@bridging.org. 

A beautiful prayer ministry opportunity awaits you at St. 
Mary's Chapel at the St. Paul Seminary,  
located on the University of St. Thomas Campus, 2115 
Summit Ave., St. Paul. Adoration for the Sanctification of  
Priests is held each Thursday, September through May. 
Adorers commit to 1 hour shifts. The schedule 
coincides with the academic calendar for the University 
of St. Thomas. Two people are needed 
for each hour, with some hours being filled by three or 
four adorers. Adoration hours are 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m 
with a break between 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. Mass is 
offered at 11:35 a.m. Please contact St. Peter's 
parishioner, Teresa Lodoen, at 952-707-0539 for further 
information or to sign up. 

Adoration for the  

Sanctification of Priests  

Natural Family Planning Class 

A series of Natural Family Planning (NFP) classes are 
available in your community or a community near you. 
This Church-approved method is scientific and marriage 
building. The classes teach couples how to achieve or 
postpone pregnancy, while embracing the beauty of 
God’s gift of sexuality. A series of classes taught by a 
qualified instructor are available now. For a complete list 
of classes offered throughout the Archdiocese, please call 
(651)291-4489 or visit www.archspm.org/family. 




