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Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

God’s gifts and blessings.  

 

OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and 

heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 

generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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The last time I wrote for this space, I talked about 
contrition and what it may look like lived out by someone 
faithfully following Christ or striving to do so. In this 
Jubilee Year of Mercy, surely there is no doubt of the 
applicability of that particular topic. 
 

Another characteristic about the Church’s understanding 
of Divine Mercy has to do with the theological virtue of 
hope. We haven’t spoken of much of this virtue in these 
pages over the years, and perhaps the Church and the 
world may have forgotten or overlooked it, as well. 
 

This oversight is a great shame, because aside from being 
one of the three chief virtues of the Christian life -- and 
indeed of the very Kingdom itself -- hope is absolutely 
pivotal in these days. I’ll risk a bit of my “cool points” by 
revealing that I am a tremendous fan of the fiction of 
J.R.R. Tolkien, who as a Catholic penned one of the 
seminal fantasy stories of the last few centuries, and 
possibly the most famous in living memory. 
 

While Tolkien rather vehemently asserted that his story is 
not to be understood allegorically, that is, as a direct 
metaphor for Christian life or actual events, his writing 
betrays a very lively and Catholic concept of hope. It is 
this hope which makes the great triumph in his story 
possible, as without this virtue, the various quests 
undertaken by the forces of good could never have met 
with success. 
 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church thus describes 
hope in paragraph 1817: 
 

Hope is the theological virtue by which we 
desire the kingdom of heaven and eternal life 
as our happiness, placing our trust in Christ's 
promises and relying not on our own 
strength, but on the help of the grace of the 
Holy Spirit. "Let us hold fast the confession 
of our hope without wavering, for he who 

promised is faithful." 84 "The Holy Spirit . . . 

he poured out upon us richly through Jesus 

Christ our Savior, so that we might be 

justified by his grace and become heirs in 

hope of eternal life." 
 

One of my favorite ways to learn the faith is to unpack 
paragraphs such as these in more bite-sized chunks, 
wherein the concepts might not appear so lofty or remote. 
So, here we go… 
 

First, we need to reckon what a theological virtue is. Here 
I’ll paraphrase paragraph 1812 by saying merely that the 
theological virtues are those that connect us directly to the 

Reflections from  

our Music Director 

Divine and make possible a relationship with God. As an 
aside, if you want to strengthen your relationship with 
God, seek out ways to cultivate the theological virtues -- 
faith, hope, and love. 
 

Hope is the gift by which we not only believe in God’s 
promises and power, but trust them, leaning upon them 
for real support. Having accepted them to be true, we put 
weight on them, as a cane or walking aid, exercising faith 
by taking God at his word. Specifically, hope is lived out 
by trusting Christ and his promises as actual truth and 
factual beyond the need for proof. 
 

In the first reading today, we read of Abraham and Sarah, 
to whom God promises a son despite their advanced age. 
When she scoffs at this prospect (outside the scope of the 
verses prescribed for this week), the guests Abraham 
entertains at the mouth of his tent in the story we read 
today simply contend, in other words, “Is there anything 
God can’t do?” (paraphrasing Genesis 18:14) 
 

Likewise, hope crops up in the second reading, as Paul 
writes, “It is Christ in you, the hope for glory. (Colossians 
1:27)” In this epistle, Paul writes to Gentiles -- we can 
read that word as “us,” for we are not of the Jewish 
people, the original chosen people -- that glory is possible 
because Christ is at work in them (us). This is a great 
cause for hope. 
 

Hope animates us and excites virtuous and morally 
upstanding living in us. Christ in his sufferings, as well as 
in his great works of power, is living out his own life in 
the Baptized. As I write, I can hardly sit still at this 
thought! 
 

What does hope do for our relationship to mercy? It 
means we are not mere beggars and wretches in the 
Kingdom of the Blessed One. We are not slaves, but 
friends. We are raised with Christ. We are the very bride 
for whom God laid down his life. 
 

How do we know? How can we dare to believe such 
amazing things to be true? 
 

“He who promised is faithful. (Hebrews 10:23)” And 
again, “the one who began a good work in you will 
continue to complete it until the day of Christ Jesus. 
(Philippians 1:6)” Are we ready for heaven here and now? 
No, but we will be in time, and that is mercy indeed. 

St. Peter’s Parish extends its sympathy to the 
family and friends of Anita Selg Friedrick. We invite 

all to join us in praying that God may make 
her a sharer in eternal salvation. 

Sincere Sympathy 
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Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation (RE/FF) 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 
St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 
651-406-4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Religious Education Preschool through Grade 8 
Please remember to register for the 2016 - 2017 school 
year if you have not yet done so. Register online by going 
to St. Peter’s website at www.stpetersmendota.org and 
clicking on the Faith Formation tab. In the drop down 
box, click on RE/FF Registration for 2016-17 and follow 
the directions located there. The registration deadline 
was May 15. There will now be a late fee charged. 

Please note that this is only for children ages 3 ½ yrs 
through Grade 8 in the fall of 2016. 
 
Religious Education Programs (Preschool – 
Grade 8) for 2016-2017 

• Sunday School: For ages 3 ½ through Kindergarten. 
Classes are held on Sunday mornings during the 9:00 a.m. 
Mass. Classes begin September 25, 2016. 

• Grades 1 - 5: Classes are held on Wednesdays. There 
are two sessions: 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. and 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Classes begin on September 28, 2016. 

• Grade 6 - 8: Classes are held on Wednesdays from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Classes begin on September 28, 2016. 
 

First Reconciliation and First Eucharist 
Preparation 

• When you register your child for the Grade 2 class, 
he/she is in the First Reconciliation and First Eucharist 
programs. 

• The Grade 2 classes are mostly held on Wednesdays 
and follow the Elementary schedule.  However, there are 
several Tuesday evening classes that both child and 
parent need to attend. 

• Children in Catholic schools must be prepared for the 
sacraments at their parish. Catholic schools do not prepare 
children to receive Reconciliation or First Eucharist. 

• If you wish for your child to receive First Eucharist, 
he/she must first participate in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. 

• If your child is older than Grade 2 and needs to be 
prepared for these Sacraments, please contact Kathy 
Raible at kraible@stpetersmendota.org or 651-905-4311. 
 

Reduced Hours for Summer RE Staff 
During the summer months, the RE/FF staff will be 
drastically reduced: 

• Beth Newton will be on break from May 16 through 
August 15. 

• Kathy Raible will be on break from June 16 through 
August 15. 

• Elizabeth McCanna is here, but her days on site will 
vary. 

A brief reminder 
A new parish directory will be available in the fall for all 
registered parishioners. The directory will include last 
name, head of household and spouse, address and phone 
number. If you have an unlisted number and would like it 
listed in this directory, or if you request other changes, for 
example, no name, phone number, address, etc., please  
contact Rita Holien at rholien@stpetersmendota.org. 

New Parish Directory  

Available This Fall 

Stop by and visit Conductor Bud and his charming 
railroad garden at 2960 Egan Avenue in Eagan. The 
railroad garden has free public open houses on the third 
Sunday of the month (Jul 17, Aug 21, and Sep 18) from 1 
to 4 pm. It's a fun place for families, and Conductor Bud 
enjoys sharing his garden with kids of all ages. The cost is 
free. For more information call 651-454-3534, visit 
w ww . l u t z r a i l r o a d g a r d e n . n e t  o r  e m a i l 
lutzbud@gmail.com. Please note the trains will not be 
running if it is raining. 

Visit the Railroad Garden 

Follow our pilgrims!  
Several groups of youth and young adults from the 
archdiocese, as well as Archbishop Hebda and Bishop 
Cozzens, are making a pilgrimage to Krakow, Poland, for 
World Youth Day (July 20 – August 2). Follow 
@WYD16archspm on Facebook, and search all social 
media using #WYD16archspm. Keep them, Pope Francis, 
and all those attending World Youth Day in your prayers! 

World Youth Day 2016 
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Free Tours of  

the Historic Church 

Have you ever wanted to hear more about the history of 
our parish? The Historic Church will be open for tours 

every Sunday from 12 noon to 2 
p.m. now through Labor Day. You 
do not need a reservation and there 
is no fee for the tours. Feel free to 
stop in and learn about your 

community’s very own historic site! 

Neighbors, Inc. 

We at Neighbors need your assistance! We have seen a 
sudden, dramatic increase in the number of requests for 
rides to medical appointments which threatens to 
overwhelm our program. Most of the increase is due to 
people who need help getting to dialysis, chemo or 
radiation appointments, and those are frequent and long-
lasting. For instance, last week a woman called to see if 
she could set up appointments for her mother who is 
battling cancer. She needs a ride every day, Monday 
through Friday, for three months for radiation treatments. 
Each appointment is just 15 minutes long, but it’s every 
day. 
 

This was one of four similar requests we received last 
week, which combined, adds 168 rides per month for the 
next three or four months. As a point of comparison, in 
June we provided a total of 206 rides, so adding 168 a 
month, everything else remaining equal, will increase our 
monthly total by more than 75%. 
 

Our problem is drivers. We don’t have enough of them. 
We’ve been able to keep up with the work load until now, 
thanks to some very dedicated volunteers who are as 
committed to making sure we can accommodate all who 
ask as our staff is. But they’re pretty well maxed out and 
not able to pick up this amazing increase. 
 

We don’t know if this is a temporary surge, or if it will be 
a permanent increase in the number of rides we are 
providing. In any event, we have at least three months we 
need to get through. Even if you would be able to just 
take a ride or two a month, it would help. Drivers are 
reimbursed for their mileage, currently at a rate of $0.54 a 
mile. We do a background check on all applicants. 
 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Get your walk in around the track at Eastview High 

School Stadium in Apple Valley CELEBRATING 

LIFE! On Saturday, August 6, walk anytime between 10 
a.m. and 2 p.m. Warm ups for the 5K Run will begin 
promptly at 9:30 a.m. Lunch will be provided by the 
Knights of Columbus (free will offering). 
All pledges of $50 or more will receive a free t-shirt and 
will be eligible to win prizes, including an Apple watch 
and Beats headphones. Earn extra tickets with every $25 
in pledges. There will be face painting, rosary balloons 
and a water dunk tank! Print out your pledge forms at 
www.knightsforlifemn.org. 

Knights of Columbus  

Celebrate Life Walk 

Grief Ministry Opportunities 
St. Peter’s is part of a coalition of local churches that 
presents Growing Through Loss, a program of support 
and information for persons who are experiencing grief. 
Small group facilitators are needed for this coming year. 
Training is provided. 
 

 If you are a good listener and wish to minister to those 
experiencing grief, this ministry may be for you. If you 
are interested in sharing your gifts in this wonderful 
ministry, please contact Lisa Amos at 651-905-4304 or 
lamos@stpetersmendota.org for more information. 

Growing Through Loss 

Novena for a Rebirth of Chastity 

and Purity 

Join the Marriage, Family, and Life Office in praying the 
novena for chastity and purity in the world. The novena 
begins on Monday, July 18, and is completed on the feast 
of Saints Joachim and Anne on Tuesday, July 26. Copies 
of the novena are available in the Gathering Space of the 
Main Church, in the Historic Church and online at 
www.nfpindy.org/resources/chastitynovena.pdf. 

Renew or rediscover your love for each other by attending 
the August 13-14 Marriage Encounter. Weekends are held 
at Mt Olivet Conference and Retreat Center, 7984 West 
257th Street in Farmington. For information or to register, 
visit www.marriages.org or call Mary Jackson at 
651.454.3238. 

Marriage Encounter 



Monday, July 18 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, July 19 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:30 am Adoration Before the Blessed Sacrament  

  until 6 pm, Historic Church 
 

Wednesday, July 20 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Thursday, July 21 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:30 am Small Faith Group, Ravoux Room 

 7 pm AA Meeting, Classroom 5 
 

Friday, July 22 

 8 am Confessions, Main Church  

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, July 23 

 9 and 10:30 am 

  AA Meeting, Classrooms 2, 4 

 10 am Saturday Scripture Study, Community  

  Room 

 3:30 pm Confessions, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 

Sunday, July 24 

 8:30 am and 10:30 am 

  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 9 am Mass, Main Church 

 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 

The Week of July 18 Parish Pastoral Council 

Joseph Towle.……………………….….….651-683-9250 
Paul Hirsch.……………………………..….651-431-1832 
Sarah Larsen…………….…………………612-384-1474 
Maria Schwartz………………………….…651-452-1796 
Alice Sheeler………………………...……..651-457-8119 
Nancy Stanton……………………………...651-686-9009 
Parish Pastoral Council Email: 

ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 
 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio………………………………..651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie……………………………….651-365-1334 

Readings for the  

Week of July 17 

Sunday: Gn 18:1-10a/Ps 15:2-5/Col 1:24-28/Lk  

  10:38-42 

Monday: Mi 6:1-4, 6-8/Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16-17, 21,  

  23/Mt 12:38-42 

Tuesday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 85:2-8/Mt 12:46-50 

Wednesday: Jer 1:1, 4-10/Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17/Mt 13:1-9 

Thursday: Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13/Ps 36:6-11/Mt 13:10

  -17 

Friday:  Jer 3:14-17/Jer 31:10-13/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 

Saturday: Jer 7:1-11/Ps 84:3-6, 8, 11/Mt 13:24-30 

Next Sunday: Gn 18:20-32/Ps 138:1-3, 6-8/Col 2:12- 

  14/Lk 11:1-13 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Church of St. Peter Page 5 

The following are the intentions remembered by 

the priest at Mass: 

 Monday, July 18 - †Jack Conway 

 Tuesday, July 19 - Wayne Thalhuber 

 Wednesday, July 20 - †Paige Duncan 

 Thursday, July 21 - †Joseph Schuster 

 Friday, July 22 - †George Zirnhelt 

 Saturday, July 23 - Paul and Peg Hirsch 

 Sunday, July 24 - 9 a.m. - †Jeffrey Weiss 

  11 a.m. - Mass For the People 

Mass Intentions 
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PASTORAL MINISTRY 

Be Renewed by God’s Mercy 
Pope Francis said, "Let's not forget that God forgives and 
God forgives always." If you or someone you love is 
grieving the loss of a child or children to abortion, come 
and experience the compassionate mercy of Jesus Christ 
on our weekend retreat. Rachel’s Vineyard Twin Cities' 
retreats are open to anyone impacted by abortion - 
women, men, grandparents, siblings and health care 
professionals. The next retreat is August 5-7, in the Twin 
Cities area. For more information contact Nancy at 
rachels@rvineyardmn.org, call 763-250-9313, or see 
www.rvineyardmn.org. 

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 

Divine Mercy Conference at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe 
The Queen of the Americas Guild, along with the Shrine 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe in La Crosse, Wisconsin, is 
pleased to announce a two day conference at the Shrine 
on July 29 and 30. The theme of this year’s conference is 
"Divine Mercy and the Freedom of Religion,” a topic that 
is on the forefront of debate in today's society. 
 

Highlights of the conference will include Mass and dinner 
with keynote speaker, His Eminence Raymond Leo 
Cardinal Burke, Cardinal Patron of the Sovereign Military 
Order of Malta and founder of the Shrine. Others on the 
panel of presenters will include Fr. Seraphim Michalenko, 
MIC, former Rector of the National Shrine of the Divine 
Mercy, Rev. David Pignato of St. John’s Seminary in 
Boston, and Grammy nominated Catholic singer/
songwriter, Marty Rotella. 
 

The conference will be an excellent opportunity to 
enhance your faith and learn more about Divine Mercy, 
the miracle of Our Lady of Guadalupe and the Shrine in 
La Crosse. In addition to informational speakers, the 
schedule will include Mass each day, group rosary prayer, 
and time for personal reflection. 
 

A hotel and conference package will be offered. Space 
will be limited and area hotel rooms will be in short 
supply. Make your reservations now! For further 
information, call the Queen of the Americas Guild at 630-
5 8 4 - 1 8 2 2  o r  r e g i s t e r  o n l i n e  a t 
www.queenoftheamericasguild.org. 

Cardinal Burke to Speak at 

Divine Mercy Conference 

Archbishop Bernard Hebda will present the “Leading 
With Faith” Awards at a noon luncheon banquet on 
Thursday, August 18, in Rauenhorst Hall, Coeur de 
Catherine Building at St. Catherine University, 2004 
Randolph Ave., St. Paul. You are invited to come help us 
honor this year’s winners. For reservations, go to 
www.archspm.org/Events. You can also call Mary Gibbs 
at 651.251.7709 or email her at gibbsm@archspm.org. 

The Catholic Spirit’s 15th Annual 

Leading With Faith Awards 

Banquet 

The Saint Paul Seminary  
Young Catholic men and women, ages 12-17, who are 
interesting in deepening their faith and better discerning 
God’s calling in their life, are invited to these one-day 
events on Saturday, August 20, 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. (check 
in is at 8:30 a.m.) The cost is $15 per person or $30 
family maximum. Lunch will be provided. Register by 
August 1 to get a FREE Vocations Day t-shirt! Parents 
are invited to an informational session following the 9 
a.m. Mass. For more information and to register, visit 
www.archspm.org/VocationsDay. If you have questions, 
please contact Patty McQuillan at 651-962-6890 or Nancy 
Schulte Palacheck at 651-291-4489. 

Vocation Day for Young Men/

Daughters of God Retreat 

Learn about God’s plan for grandparents and be equipped 
to pass on a Heritage of Faith. The conference takes place 
on Saturday, August 27, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
(Anticipatory Mass at 4 p.m.) at Mary, Mother of the 
Church in Burnsville. The conference will include 
presentations with Bishop Andrew Cozzens, Jeff Cavins, 
Judy Cozzens, Katherine Kersten, and so much more. The 
cost is $25 per person, or $45 per couple before August 1; 
and $30 per person or $55 per couple after August 1. 
Register online or send in a registration form. Find all 
details at www.CatholicGrandparenting.org.  
 

Please contact  Susanna Bolle at bolles@archspm.org or 
651-291-4411. 

The Gift of Being Grand 
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Cursillo Corner 

A More Personal Relationship With Jesus Christ 
Would you like to understand what it means to have a 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ? Please consider 
attending a Cursillo weekend. A Cursillo is a short course 
where you will learn what it means to have a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ and how to deepen your 
relationship through prayer, study and action. 
 
Future events include: 
 

• Sunday, July 31, at 6:30 p.m. (potluck) South East 
Metro Ultreya at Church of St Patrick, 3535 72nd 
Street East, Inver Grove Heights. 

• Saturday, August 20, at 12 noon, Twin Cities Cursillo 
Outdoor Mass and Potluck at Hyland Park, 10145 
Bush Lake Rd. in Bloomington. 

 
For more information about all Cursillo events and 
weekend retreats, see www.tc-cursillo.org, e-mail 
janemarie.rief@gmail.com or call 651-485-7089. 

Nominate someone today! 
Do you know of someone who devotes his or her time 
helping the poor, elderly, disabled, pregnant, or is 
committed to praying for Respect Life issues? He or she 
may be our next Champion for Life! The Archdiocese of 
Saint Paul and Minneapolis is looking to honor those who 
respect life at our annual St. John Paul II Champions for 
Life Awards. To submit a nomination or for more 
information, go to archspm.org and search keywords 
“Champions for Life.” Nomination deadline is August 1. 
If you have questions, please contact Nancy Schulte 
Palacheck at 651-291-4489 or MFL@archspm.org. 

St. John Paul II  

Champions for Life Awards  

Pope Francis asks us to “live this Year in the light of the 
Lord’s words: ‘Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful.’” (cf. Lk 6:36) Participate throughout the year 
by making a pilgrimage to a Holy Door at the Cathedral 
of Saint Paul or Basilica of Saint Mary, regularly 
receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation, performing 
corporal and spiritual works of mercy, and participating in 
the #MercyWorks video challenge. Find additional ways 
to pray, learn and act at www.archspm.org/Mercy. 

Jubilee Year of Mercy 

The Catholic Watchmen is coming to our parish. 
The Catholic Watchmen is coming soon to our parish! 
The mission of the Catholic Watchmen is to respond to 
Bishop Cozzens’ call to Catholic men to live up to their 
duty to be protectors, providers and leaders of their 
families. To accomplish this task, Catholic Watchmen 
learn and practice 7 Disciplines.  
Attend monthly Catholic Watchmen Nights starting in 
September. Each Catholic Watchmen Night runs from 
6:30-9 p.m. with a video presentation, social time and 
group discussion, with plans to provide food and 
beverage, as well as time for adoration and confession. 
Watch for more information over the summer! If you 
would like to be part of the parish vanguard or Core Team 
planning group, please contact the Catholic Watchmen 
Point Man at your parish, Jim Lodoen (612-201-2910). 
To learn more about this initiative go to 
www.thecatholicwatchmen.com. 

The Catholic Watchmen 

Continue to Learn and Live the Catholic Faith. 
 

Come discover the plan that will transform your work, 

your marriage, your family, your community…  

your life! 
 

This fall, the Archbishop Harry J. Flynn Catechetical 
Institute will begin another two-year course at The Saint 
Paul Seminary campus. This course is taught by some of 
the best instructors in the Twin Cities, such as Bishop 
Andrew Cozzens, Jeff Cavins, Deacon Joe Michalak, Fr. 
John Klockeman, Dr. Bill Stevenson, Dr. Todd Flanders, 
Christina Smith and more. The program follows the four 
pillars of the Catechism of the Catholic Church and will 
make sense of all things Catholic, deepen your faith, and 
lay out the roadmap to heaven. 
 

The classes are divided into four eleven-week modules 
and meet on Monday evenings, from 7 to 9 p.m, with two 
Saturday morning formative sessions per module. 
Applications are now being accepted through July 31 
(extended deadline), for the class beginning in September. 
For more information and an application to become part 
of the Class of St. Teresa of Calcutta, call (651)962-5028 
or visit www.CIstudent.com. 

Catechetical Institute 




