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WEEKDAY MASSES (all in the Historic Church) 

9 am Monday-Friday 

HOLY DAYS As announced. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Fridays, 8 to 8:45 am and Saturdays 3:30 to 4:45 pm 

and also any time by appointment. 
 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS 

Call the parish office for more information. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 

Mary LeClair .................. E-mail: maryleclair62@gmail.com 
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Church of 

ST. PETER 
MENDOTA 

1405 Highway 13  PO Box 50679  Mendota MN 55150-0679 

July 10, 2016 
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

God’s gifts and blessings.  

 

OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and 

heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 

generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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I hope you will indulge me for just a few moments, as I 
share a little of my human naivety and the wonderful 
lessons that God taught me as a result. 
 

Several weeks ago, the teeth on the bottom, right side of 
my mouth started to hurt. I could see a gaping hole in one 
of my teeth, and I hoped it would just go away. Well, it 
didn’t. Several weeks later, the pain developed on the left 
side of my mouth. Once again, I prayed that it would just 
go away, and once again it didn’t. It hurt to chew on both 
sides of my mouth. 
 

I thought about calling the dentist. I thought about it for a 
long time. It had been more than ten years since I last 
visited a dentist. I wondered what he would say and how 
much pain I would have to endure to fix the problems. I 
finally mustered up the courage and made the call. The 
very kind appointment scheduler moved someone else to 
another practitioner, so that I could be seen over the lunch 
hour. Done! 
 

The very friendly and non-shaming hygienist brought out 
the high-powered plaque-blasting machine to zap the first 
layer of junk off my teeth. It was amazing to feel my teeth 
clean again after so long. The dentist greeted me and 
announced that there would be root canals, crowns and 
fillings. Some of the work had to be done right away, and 
some could wait a bit. My new dentist and I are now on a 
first name basis! 
 

If you have endured this article thus far, you are probably 
wondering why I am providing extensive details about my 
dental woes. Well, there is a lesson here that I learned 
(painfully), about showing gratitude for my physical body 
by taking care of it. 
 

God tapped me on the shoulder and urged me to make 
that call I had been dreading and avoiding for too long.  
God also showed me that I had been ungrateful for what 
he has given me by not taking care of my teeth. I waited 
until my mouth really hurt before I acted. (Note: some of 
us are slower to catch on to God’s prompting than others). 
 

I tend to avoid pain and put off things that I don’t like to 
do. Sound familiar? As I suffered through a couple of 
zingers in the dentist’s chair, I reflected on the little 
amount of pain I endured compared to the pain suffered 
by others around me each day. I got a wonderful 
perspective on the pain of my brothers and sisters in 
Christ by enduring a small amount of pain myself. 
 

It is important to give thanks for what we have. When we 
give thanks to God for something we have, we realize our 
utter dependence on God for everything he has given to 
us. Everything is a gift. God has given all, and we are 

Reflections from  

our Deacon 

called to be grateful for everything. It is easy to be 
grateful for something that is beneficial to us, but what 
about suffering? Do we have to be grateful for that too? 
 

Job said it best when he proclaimed, “We accept good 
things from God, should we not accept evil?” It is often 
the times of suffering that test us and then strengthen us.   
We cry out to God to hear our prayers and deliver us from 
whatever is causing our pain. As I reflect on periods in 
my life when I went through a trial, I can see that God 
brought healing through the suffering I endured. Only 
God can do that. 
 

God brought me to the phone (and later to my knees) and 
taught me beautiful lessons about gratitude and suffering.  
It is easy to take the things we have in this life for 
granted. We become most keenly aware of what we have, 
when it is suddenly taken away from us. I took my health 
for granted, and God gave me a little “love tap” through 
this experience. As a result, I now spend some time in 
prayer at the end of each day thanking God for the little 
things, as well as the big things. I also thank God for what 
he teaches me through the little crosses I carry each day.  
It is good to give thanks to the Lord! Please join me in 
taking time out each day to thank God for all that he has 
given. God loves us so much. 
 

With praise and thanksgiving, 
 

Deacon Tim 

Sincere Sympathy 

Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass until 6 p.m. 
 

Matthew 26:40-41—Jesus said to Peter: 

“Could you not watch 

with me one hour? 

Watch and pray.” 
 

For more information please contact 

Jane Vasiliou at 651-454-5292 

or jvasiliou@comcast.net 

Eucharistic Adoration 

St. Peter’s Parish extends its sympathy to the 
family and friends of Virginia McCarthy. We invite all 

to join us in praying that God may make 
her a sharer in eternal salvation. 
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Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation (RE/FF) 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 
St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 
651-406-4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Sign up now for Fall 2016! 
We are excited to announce a new partnership with Lake 
Area Discovery Center to bring a NAEYC-accredited, 

Parent Aware preschool program (ages 3-5 years old) to 
Faithful Shepherd Catholic School, beginning in the Fall 

of 2016! Registration is now open. 
 

Faithful Shepherd Catholic School Discovery Center is 
designed to meet children’s individual needs and learning 

styles. We believe parents are the first and most important 
teachers, and we encourage parents to experience the 

center with their child. Faith is an important component 
of our curriculum. Lessons built on our Catholic faith are 

written into our curriculum and children participate in 
singing and worship. 
 

For more information about the preschool program at 
Faithful Shepherd, visit www.fscsmn.org/discovery-

center-preschool/. 

Religious Education Preschool through Grade 8 
Please remember to register for the 2016 - 2017 school 
year if you have not yet done so. Register online by going 
to St. Peter’s website at www.stpetersmendota.org and 
clicking on the Faith Formation tab. In the drop down 
box, click on RE/FF Registration for 2016-17 and follow 
the directions located there. The registration deadline 
was May 15. There will now be a late fee charged. 

Please note that this is only for children ages 3 ½ yrs 
through Grade 8 in the fall of 2016. 
 
Religious Education Programs (Preschool – 
Grade 8) for 2016-2017 

• Sunday School: For ages 3 ½ through Kindergarten. 
Classes are held on Sunday mornings during the 9:00 a.m. 
Mass. Classes begin September 25, 2016. 

• Grades 1 - 5: Classes are held on Wednesdays. There 
are two sessions: 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. and 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Classes begin on September 28, 2016. 

• Grade 6 - 8: Classes are held on Wednesdays from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Classes begin on September 28, 2016. 
 

First Reconciliation and First Eucharist 
Preparation 

• When you register your child for the Grade 2 class, 
he/she is in the First Reconciliation and First Eucharist 
programs. 

• The Grade 2 classes are mostly held on Wednesdays 
and follow the Elementary schedule.  However, there are 
several Tuesday evening classes that both child and 
parent need to attend. 

• Children in Catholic schools must be prepared for the 
sacraments at their parish. Catholic schools do not prepare 
children to receive Reconciliation or First Eucharist. 

• If you wish for your child to receive First Eucharist, 
he/she must first participate in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. 

• If your child is older than Grade 2 and needs to be 
prepared for these Sacraments, please contact Kathy 
Raible at kraible@stpetersmendota.org or 651-905-4311. 
 

Reduced Hours for Summer RE Staff 
During the summer months, the RE/FF staff will be 
drastically reduced: 

• Beth Newton will be on break from May 16 through 
August 15. 

• Kathy Raible will be on break from June 16 through 
August 15. 

• Elizabeth McCanna is here, but her days on site will 
vary. 

New Preschool Program at 

Faithful Shepherd 

A brief reminder 
A new parish directory will be available in the fall for all 
registered parishioners. The directory will include last 

name, head of household and spouse, address and phone 
number. If you have an unlisted number and would like it 

listed in this directory, or if you request other changes, for 
example no name, phone number, address, etc., please  

contact Rita Holien at rholien@stpetersmendota.org. 

New Parish Directory  

Available This Fall 

Please be aware that our next Baptism Preparation Class 
is scheduled for today, Sunday, July 10, at 1 p.m. in 
Conference Room I. If you are interested in having your 
child baptized, please contact Lisa Amos at 651-905- 
4304 for more information. Parents that are expecting the 
birth of their child in the next few months are encouraged 
to attend a class prior to the birth of the baby. Parents 

must attend a Baptism class before their child is baptized. 

Baptism Preparation Class 
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Free Tours of  

the Historic Church 

Have you ever wanted to hear more about the history of 
our parish? The Historic Church will 
be open for tours every Sunday from 
12 noon to 2 p.m. now through 
Labor Day. You do not need a 
reservation and there is no fee for 

the tours. Feel free to stop in and learn about your 
community’s very own historic site! 

Neighbors, Inc. 

Hearing and Vision Aids 

If you find it hard to hear at Mass, or your ability to 

participate is inhibited by difficulty reading the hymnal or 
worship aids, we can help with that. Please 

see one of our friendly ushers and let them 
know of your need. We have hearing 

devices and magnifiers available for you to 
use while you’re here. Thank you. 

I hope your summer is off to a good start. We’ve been 
seeing lots of things growing in our garden here at 

Neighbors, and have already harvested 
a few radishes, greens, and turnips. 
We’ve also gotten some early harvests 
from some of you. The summer is 
looking very promising if this keeps 
up! Please keep us in mind when your 

garden starts to overflow this summer. 
 

If you care about getting folks fresh garden produce, but 
you’re not a green thumb, consider adopting a shift for 
Neighbors at the farmer’s markets in South Saint Paul or 
West Saint Paul. You can check out the schedule and sign 
yourself up at www.volunteerspot.com/login/
entry/10688068060100. We are looking for friendly folks 
to offer ice water and Neighbors information to folks 
visiting the market, and to collect donations of fresh 
produce from the shoppers and farmers. 
 

Another way to help fight hunger this summer is to serve 
breakfast or lunch to kids in a local school. Volunteers in 
the summer meal program do light food preparation, serve 
food, greet students, and clean up, all under the direction 
of skilled cafeteria staff. It’s fun and easy, and you can 
make a difference with just a few hours at your 
convenience. Sign up at www.volunteerspot.com/login/
entry/146331682010. Contact Scott Andrews if you have 
any questions at scott@neighborsmn.org. 
 

Most Needed Items 
Tuna and canned meats, jelly, pancake mix and syrup, 
Hamburger Helper, applesauce and canned fruit, 
Spaghetti-O’s and canned pastas, shaving supplies, toilet 
paper, shampoo, toothpaste and toothbrushes, and hygiene 
products. 

During this Year of Mercy, we are called to show mercy 
by performing corporal and spiritual works of mercy. We 
invite you to join us to Feed the Hungry at a meal packing 
event at Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) on 
Wednesday, July 13, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. FMSC is located 
at 990 Lone Oak Road (just east of Lexington), Suite 136 
in Eagan. 
 

Space can be limited, so if you are interested in joining us 
in this, or future food packing events, please contact Paul 
or Peggy Hirsch at 651-431-1832 or at 
phirsch651@aol.com. 
 

In April, FMSC ministry members came together with 
others in the community to assemble 12,700 meals; that’s 
enough to feed 37 kids for a full year!  

Feed the Hungry at Feed My 

Starving Children in Eagan 

Grief Ministry Opportunities 
St. Peter’s is part of a coalition of local churches that 
presents Growing Through Loss, a program of support 
and information for persons who are experiencing grief. 
Small group facilitators are needed for this coming year. 
Training is provided. 
 

 If you are a good listener and wish to minister to those 

experiencing grief, this ministry may be for you. If you 

are interested in sharing your gifts in this wonderful 

ministry, please contact Lisa Amos at 651-905-4304 or 

lamos@stpetersmendota.org for more information. 

Growing Through Loss 



Monday, July 11 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, July 12 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:30 am Adoration Before the Blessed Sacrament  

  until 6 pm, Historic Church 

 7 pm Stewardship Committee, Conference  

  Room 1 

 7 pm Fall Festival Meeting, Ravoux Room 
 

Wednesday, July 13 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 1 pm Communications Committee, Conference  

  Room 3 
 

Thursday, July 14 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 7 pm AA Meeting, Classroom 5 
 

Friday, July 15 

 8 am Confessions, Main Church  

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, July 16 

 9 and 10:30 am 

  AA Meeting, Classrooms 2, 4 

 9:30 am Al Anon District Meeting, Classroom 9 

 10 am Saturday Scripture Study, Community  

  Room 

 2 pm Baptisms, Main Church 

 3:30 pm Confessions, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 

Sunday, July 17 

 8:30 am and 10:30 am 

  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 9 am Mass, Main Church 

 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 

The Week of July 11 Parish Pastoral Council 

Joseph Towle.……………………….….….651-683-9250 
Paul Hirsch.……………………………..….651-431-1832 
Sarah Larsen…………….…………………612-384-1474 
Maria Schwartz………………………….…651-452-1796 
Alice Sheeler………………………...……..651-457-8119 
Nancy Stanton……………………………...651-686-9009 
Parish Pastoral Council Email: 

ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 
 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio………………………………..651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie……………………………….651-365-1334 

Readings for the  

Week of July 10 

Sunday: Dt 30:10-14/Ps 69:14, 17, 30-31, 33-34,  

  36-37 or Ps 19:8-11/Col 1:15-20/Lk  

  10:25-37 

Monday: Is 1:10-17/Ps 50:8-9, 16-17, 21, 23/Mt  

  10:34-11:1 

Tuesday: Is 7:1-9/Ps 48:2-8/Mt 11:20-24 

Wednesday: Is 10:5-7, 13b-16/Ps 94:5-10, 14-15/Mt  

  11:25-27 

Thursday: Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Ps 102:13-21/Mt  

  11:28-30 

Friday:  Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/Is 38:10-12, 16/Mt  

  12:1-8 

Saturday: Mi 2:1-5/Ps 10:1-4, 7-8, 14/Mt 12:14-21 

Next Sunday: Gn 18:1-10a/Ps 15:2-5/Col 1:24-28/Lk  

  10:38-42 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 
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The following are the intentions remembered by 

the priest at Mass: 

 Monday, July 11 - †Elia Leece 

 Tuesday, July 12 - †Paige Duncan 

 Wednesday, July 13 - †Jack McCauley 

 Thursday, July 14 - Sr. Patricia Thalhuber 

 Friday, July 15 - †Joseph Masanz 

 Saturday, July 16 - †Lois Furlong 

 Sunday, July 17 - 9 a.m. - †Mary Chapdelaine 

  11 a.m. - Mass For the People 

Mass Intentions 
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PASTORAL MINISTRY 

The Gift of Being Grandparents 
Mark your calendar to attend The Gift of Being Grand 

Catholic Grandparent Conference on Saturday, August 
27, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Mary, Mother 
of the Church, 3333 Cliff Road East in 

Burnsville to learn how you can be 
equipped to pass on a Heritage of Faith. 

Join others for a conference unlike any 
other, where you will: 

• Hear what God says about the role of grandparents. 

• Gain ideas to strengthen your relationship with both 

adult children and grandchildren. 

• Discover how to encourage faith in your own children 

– it’s never too late. 

• Learn about a parish plan to equip other grandparents 

at your church. 

• Connect with other grandparents for encouragement. 

• Reclaim a vision for intentional grand parenting and 

building faith in your family. 
Grandparents are invited to take part in a survey: https://

www.surveymonkey.com/r/WJHYQ5Y. The results from 
the survey will be utilized at the conference and be part of 

a resource book. Watch for registration, promotional 
materials and an event page coming soon. This event is 

sponsored by the Office of Evangelization and Catechesis 
of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis. 

The Gift of Being Grand 

Be Renewed by God’s Mercy 
Pope Francis said, "Let's not forget that God forgives and 
God forgives always." If you or someone you love is 
grieving the loss of a child or children to abortion, come 
and experience the compassionate mercy of Jesus Christ 
on our weekend retreat. Rachel’s Vineyard Twin Cities' 
retreats are open to anyone impacted by abortion - 
women, men, grandparents, siblings and health care 
professionals. The next retreat is August 5-7, in the Twin 
Cities area. For more information contact Nancy at 
rachels@rvineyardmn.org, call 763-250-9313, or see 
www.rvineyardmn.org. 

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 

Divine Mercy Conference at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe 
The Queen of the Americas Guild, along with the Shrine 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe in La Crosse, Wisconsin, is 
pleased to announce a two day conference at the Shrine 
on July 29 and 30. The theme of this year’s conference is 
"Divine Mercy and the Freedom of Religion,” a topic that 
is on the forefront of debate in today's society. 
 
Highlights of the conference will include Mass and dinner 
with keynote speaker, His Eminence Raymond Leo 
Cardinal Burke, Cardinal Patron of the Sovereign Military 
Order of Malta and founder of the Shrine. Others on the 
panel of presenters will include Fr. Seraphim Michalenko, 
MIC, former Rector of the National Shrine of the Divine 
Mercy, Rev. David Pignato of St. John’s Seminary in 
Boston, and Grammy nominated Catholic singer/
songwriter, Marty Rotella. 
 
The conference will be an excellent opportunity to 
enhance your faith and learn more about Divine Mercy, 
the miracle of Our Lady of Guadalupe and the Shrine in 
La Crosse. In addition to informational speakers, the 
schedule will include Mass each day, group rosary prayer, 
and time for personal reflection. 
 
A hotel and conference package will be offered. Space 
will be limited and area hotel rooms will be in short 
supply. Make your reservations now! For further 
information, call the Queen of the Americas Guild at 630-
5 8 4 - 1 8 2 2  o r  r e g i s t e r  o n l i n e  a t 
www.queenoftheamericasguild.org. 

Cardinal Burke to Speak at 

Divine Mercy Conference 

Novena for a Rebirth of Chastity 

and Purity 

Join the Marriage, Family, and Life Office in praying the 
novena for chastity and purity in the world. The novena 
begins on Monday, July 18, and is completed on the feast 
of Saints Joachim and Anne on Tuesday, July 26. Copies 
of the novena are available in the Gathering Space of the 
Main Church, in the Historic Church and online at 
www.nfpindy.org/resources/chastitynovena.pdf. 
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Cursillo Corner 

A More Personal Relationship With Jesus Christ 
Would you like to understand what it means to have a 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ? Please consider 
attending a Cursillo weekend. A Cursillo is a short course 
where you will learn what it means to have a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ and how to deepen your 
relationship through prayer, study and action. 
 
Future events include: 
 

• Sunday, July 31, at 6:30 p.m. (potluck) South East 
Metro Ultreya at Church of St Patrick, 3535 72nd 
Street East, Inver Grove Heights. 

• Saturday, August 20, at 12 noon, Twin Cities Cursillo 
Outdoor Mass and Potluck at Hyland Park, 10145 
Bush Lake Rd. in Bloomington. 

 
For more information about all Cursillo events and 
weekend retreats, see www.tc-cursillo.org, e-mail 
janemarie.rief@gmail.com or call 651-485-7089. 

Nominate someone today! 
Do you know of someone who devotes his or her time 
helping the poor, elderly, disabled, pregnant, or is 
committed to praying for Respect Life issues? He or she 
may be our next Champion for Life! The Archdiocese of 
Saint Paul and Minneapolis is looking to honor those who 
respect life at our annual St. John Paul II Champions for 
Life Awards. To submit a nomination or for more 
information, go to archspm.org and search keywords 
“Champions for Life.” Nomination deadline is August 1. 
If you have questions, please contact Nancy Schulte 
Palacheck at 651-291-4489 or MFL@archspm.org. 

St. John Paul II  

Champions for Life Awards  

Pope Francis asks us to “live this Year in the light of the 
Lord’s words: ‘Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful.’” (cf. Lk 6:36) Participate throughout the year 
by making a pilgrimage to a Holy Door at the Cathedral 
of Saint Paul or Basilica of Saint Mary, regularly 
receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation, performing 
corporal and spiritual works of mercy, and participating in 
the #MercyWorks video challenge. Find additional ways 
to pray, learn and act at www.archspm.org/Mercy. 

Jubilee Year of Mercy 

The Catholic Watchmen is coming to our parish. 
The Catholic Watchmen is coming soon to our parish! 

The mission of the Catholic Watchmen is to respond to 
Bishop Cozzens’ call to Catholic men to live up to their 

duty to be protectors, providers and leaders of their 
families. To accomplish this task, Catholic Watchmen 

learn and practice 7 Disciplines.  
Attend monthly Catholic Watchmen Nights starting in 

September. Each Catholic Watchmen Night runs from 

6:30-9 p.m. with a video presentation, social time and 
group discussion, with plans to provide food and 

beverage, as well as time for adoration and confession. 
Watch for more information over the summer! If you 

would like to be part of the parish vanguard or Core Team 
planning group, please contact the Catholic Watchmen 

Point Man at your parish, Jim Lodoen (612-201-2910). 
To learn more about this initiative go to 

www.thecatholicwatchmen.com. 

The Catholic Watchmen 

Continue to Learn and Live the Catholic Faith. 
 

Come discover the plan that will transform your work, 

your marriage, your family, your community…  

your life! 
 

This fall, the Archbishop Harry J. Flynn Catechetical 
Institute will begin another two-year course at The Saint 
Paul Seminary campus. This course is taught by some of 
the best instructors in the Twin Cities, such as Bishop 
Andrew Cozzens, Jeff Cavins, Deacon Joe Michalak, Fr. 
John Klockeman, Dr. Bill Stevenson, Dr. Todd Flanders, 
Christina Smith and more. The program follows the four 
pillars of the Catechism of the Catholic Church and will 
make sense of all things Catholic, deepen your faith, and 
lay out the roadmap to heaven. 
 

The classes are divided into four eleven-week modules 

and meet on Monday evenings, from 7 to 9 p.m, with two 
Saturday morning formative sessions per module. 

Applications are now being accepted through July 31 
(extended deadline), for the class beginning in September. 

For more information and an application to become part 
of the Class of St. Teresa of Calcutta, call (651)962-5028 

or visit www.CIstudent.com. 

Catechetical Institute 




