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or call the parish office at 651-452-4550. 

Church of 

ST. PETER 
MENDOTA 

1405 Highway 13  PO Box 50679  Mendota MN 55150-0679 

June 19, 2016 
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

God’s gifts and blessings.  

 

OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and 

heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 

generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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The Psalm from today’s Mass, Psalm 63, holds a deeply 
personal message for me. This psalm of David, composed 
when he was in the dry and barren wilderness of Judah, is 
a particularly powerful reflection on the intimate 
relationship between God and worshipper — more 
specifically, between God and each one of us. 
 

I think it’s important to start by highlighting a little of 
what’s going on in the psalm. As I mentioned, David is 
writing from the inhospitable desert of Judah where he is 
challenged by physical thirst and discomfort. In addition, 
and more difficult in David’s eyes, is his separation from 
God, because he is a long distance from the Temple. This 
distance is such a hardship because of the close personal 
relationship the king has with God. 
 

As the psalm begins, David immediately declares his faith 
in God as his personal God. For him, God was not a 
distant and detached historical persona, but a living God 
intimately invested and active in David’s life. Today we 
can have that same personal relationship with God, 
through Jesus Christ! Although our sins in history and 
today separate us from God, we are redeemed through 
Christ’s Perfect Sacrifice. In His love for us and in the 
relationship that He desires with us, we have been offered 
this free gift, and all that we need to do to accept it is to 
put our complete trust in Jesus. 
 

Even cast into the desert, away from his palace and the 
temple, David sings praises to God. Even after having lost 
everything, David, a king, turns to worshipping God, 
whom he loves and who he knows loves him beyond all 
comparison. 
 

In my own years in the spiritual wilderness, in the time of 
my life when my soul was perpetually parched — and I 
often didn’t even know it — I had lost sight of what was 
most important. I got wrapped up by and trapped in the 
world and its “stuff,” and I projected that onto every 
reference and understanding of my childhood experience 
of the Catholic faith and, by extension, Christ. 
 

As always, however, God had other plans for me. Since I 
wasn’t open to much of anything for a time, He was 
unrelenting and patient, sending me gifts like a well 
placed song on a mistuned radio (Christian praise and 
worship music was a foundation of my conversion of 
heart, which is a story for another day), an overheard 
sermon on a television at the health club, a moment of 
clarity of spirit I couldn’t explain. Woven throughout all 
of this over the course of years were references from this 
Psalm. When at last I sought Him out and looked here, I 
immediately recognized in myself the thirst of which 

Reflections from  

our Pastoral Associate 

David spoke. It doesn’t surprise me now that the very first 
time I returned to Mass, the responsorial psalm was, “My 
Soul is Thirsting.” 
 

David knew that you worship the one thing you really 
want. When we worship God, we are saying that He is 
what matters most to us. When we act in worshipful ways 
toward anything other than God through Jesus Christ, we 
are saying that this person, thing, or experience is of the 
highest value in our lives.  
 

Even a good thing can be dangerous if it is allowed to 
replace God in our hearts. That thing may be a 
relationship, a dream, position, status, something you 
own, a name, a job or some kind of pleasure, but 
whatever that thing might be, this is what you have 
concluded in your heart is worth most to you. Worship, in 
essence, is declaring what you value the most. 
Recognizing this is a large reason I was able to open the 
door of my heart to the steady whisper of God in the Holy 
Spirit calling me back to Him. 
 

I also know that keeping that in front of me and living 
that daily worship is difficult. Sometimes the hardest 
thing for me and for many is being able to identify the 
ways we are worshipping things of the world. How do 
you know what and where it is that you worship? You 
follow the trail of your time, your affection, your energy, 
your money and your allegiance, and at the end of that 
trail you’ll find a throne. Whatever or whoever is on that 
throne is what is of highest value to you. On that throne is 
what you worship. 
 

David is telling us here, “What I want most is God. You 
can have my kingdom; you can have my throne, but what 
I want is God.” In the midst of his poverty, David holds 
onto the most valuable of all gifts. . . his faith and 
complete trust in his God. Here in the worst 
circumstances, God brings out the best in David and 
David expresses his thirst for the living God. We can do 
no less. 
 

 

 

Lisa Amos 
Pastoral Associate 

Third Proclamation 
 

Doug Bargmann and Pam Grayson 

Wedding Banns 
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Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation (RE/FF) 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 
St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 
651-406-4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Sign up now for Fall 2016! 
We are excited to announce a new partnership with Lake 
Area Discovery Center to bring a NAEYC-accredited, 

Parent Aware preschool program (ages 3-5 years old) to 
Faithful Shepherd Catholic School, beginning in the Fall 

of 2016! Registration is now open. 
Faithful Shepherd Catholic School Discovery Center is 

designed to meet children’s individual needs and learning 
styles. We believe parents are the first and most important 

teacher, and we encourage parents to experience the 
center with their child. Faith is an important component 

of our curriculum. Lessons built on our Catholic faith are 
written into our curriculum and children participate in 

singing and worship. 
For more information about the preschool program at 

Faithful Shepherd, visit www.fscsmn.org/discovery-
center-preschool/. 

Religious Education Preschool through Grade 8 
Please remember to register for the 2016 - 2017 school 
year if you have not yet done so. Please register online by 
going to St. Peter’s website at www.stpetersmendota.org 
and clicking on the Faith Formation tab. In the drop down 
box, click on RE/FF Registration for 2016-17 and follow 
the directions located there. The registration deadline 
was May 15. There will now be a late fee charged. 

Please note that this is only for children ages 3 ½ yrs 
through Grade 8 in the fall of 2016. 
 
Religious Education Programs (Preschool – 
Grade 8) for 2016-2017 

• Sunday School: For ages 3 ½ through Kindergarten. 
Classes are held on Sunday mornings during the 9:00 a.m. 
Mass. Classes begin September 25, 2016. 

• Grades 1 - 5: Classes are held on Wednesdays. There 
are two sessions: 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. and 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Classes begin on September 28, 2016. 

• Grade 6 – 8: Classes are held on Wednesdays, from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Classes begin on September 28, 2016. 
 

First Reconciliation and First Eucharist 
Preparation 

• When you register your child for the Grade 2 class, 
he/she is in the First Reconciliation and First Eucharist 
programs. 

• The Grade 2 classes are mostly held on Wednesdays 
and follow the Elementary schedule.  However, there are 
several Tuesday evening classes that both child and 
parent need to attend. 

• Children in Catholic schools must be prepared for the 
sacraments at their parish. Catholic schools do not prepare 
the children to receive Reconciliation or First Eucharist. 

• If you wish for your child to receive First Eucharist, 
he/she must first participate in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. 

• If your child is older than Grade 2 and needs to be 
prepared for these Sacraments, please contact Kathy 
Raible at kraible@stpetersmendota.org or 651-905-4311. 
 

Reduced Hours for Summer RE Staff 
During the summer months, the RE/FF staff will be 
drastically reduced: 

• Beth Newton will be on break from May 16 through 
August 15. 

• Kathy Raible will be on break from June 16 through 
August 15. 

• Elizabeth McCanna is here, but her days on site will 
vary. 

New Preschool Program at 

Faithful Shepherd 

A brief reminder 
A new parish directory will be available in the fall for all 
registered parishioners. The directory will include last 

name, head of household and spouse, address and phone 
number. If you have an unlisted number and would like it 

listed in this directory, or if you request other changes, for 
example no name, phone number, address, etc., please  

contact Rita Holien at rholien@stpetersmendota.org. 

New Parish Directory  

Available This Fall 

Visit the Railroad Garden 

Stop by and visit Conductor Bud and his charming 
railroad garden at 2960 Egan Avenue in Eagan. The 
railroad garden has free public open houses on the third 
Sunday of the month (Jun 19, Jul 17, Aug 21, and Sep 18) 
from 1 to 4 pm. It's a fun place for families, and 
Conductor Bud enjoys sharing his garden with kids of all 
ages. The cost is free. For more information call 651-454-
3534, visit www.lutzrailroadgarden.net or email 
lutzbud@gmail.com. Please note, the trains will not be 
running if it is raining. 
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Save the date! 
Come enjoy a Sunday morning with us as we celebrate 
the Feast of St. Peter on June 26. We will have ONE 

Mass that day followed by a potluck. St. 
Peter’s will supply hotdogs, buns, 
condiments, chips and drinks. If 
parishioners wish to bring an item to 
share, you are welcome to do so. Those 
with the last names starting with A-G 
please bring salads, fruits or vegetables, 
H-N please bring desserts, O-U please 
bring hot dishes or entrees and V-Z 

please bring appetizers, breads or snacks. 
 

If you are unable to bring an item to share, please come 
anyway as we will have plenty of food! If the weather is 
nice, we can take the picnic outdoors and play some yard 
games. Bring your lawn chairs, footballs, Frisbees, bean 
bag toss or whatever you like. If you plan to bring a 
crockpot or something that needs to be plugged in, you 
may drop it off before the 10:00 Mass. 
 

If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please 
email Anne O’Keefe at aokeefe@stpeters.com or call her 
at 651-905-4308. 

Celebrate the Feast of  

St. Peter With Us 

Free Tours of  

the Historic Church 

Have you ever wanted to hear more about the history of 
our parish? The Historic Church will be open for tours 

every Sunday from 12 noon to 2 p.m. 
now through Labor Day. You do not 
need a reservation and there is no fee for 
the tours. Feel free to stop in and learn 

about your community’s very own historic site! 

Please give this prayerful consideration. 
There is a need for additional Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion (Eucharistic Ministers), particularly at 
the 5 p.m. and 11 a.m. Mass times. This is a beautiful 
ministry in which you assist in the distribution of the 
Precious Body and Blood of Christ to the congregation. 
The time commitment is minimal, as you serve at the 
Mass you attend anyway. You will be given complete 
training, which will take no more than an hour of your 
time. Please, prayerfully consider serving in this very 
important ministry. For more information, please contact 
Laurie Reding at lreding1@aol.com or 612-419-1709, or 
call the parish office at 651-452-4550. 

Extraordinary Ministers Needed 

MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUMMARY - MAY 2016 
                         Month - April     Actual      Budget 
 

Contribution Income $       77,787 $         82,072 

Other Income 9,444 3,041 

 87,231 85,113 

Expenses (69,183) (71,032) 

Net Income (Expense)                $       18,048   $         14,081 

 

         Year to Date: July - May 

Contribution Income $     789,127                                $        823,968 

Other Income 109,694                                            75,521 

 898,821                                          899,489 

Expenses                                                                (891,369)                                        (888,313) 

Net Income (Expense)                                       $        7,452                                 $          11,176 

 

                     Parish Debt 

Principal Balance Beginning of Month                                                                   $    5,606,653 

Principal Paid                                                                                                                    11,753 

Principal Balance End of Month                                  $    5,594,900 



Monday, June 20 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 7 pm Boy Scout Meeting, Ravoux Room 

Tuesday, June 21 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:30 am Adoration Before the Blessed Sacrament  

  until 6 pm, Historic Church 

 7 pm Finance Committee Meeting, Conference  

  Room 3 

Wednesday, June 22 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Thursday, June 23 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 7 pm AA Meeting, Classroom 5 

Friday, June 24 

 8 am Confessions, Main Church  

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Saturday, June 25 

 9 and 10:30 am 

  Alcoholics Anonymous, Classrooms 2, 4 

 10 am Saturday Scripture Study, Community  

  Room 

 3:30 pm Confessions, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

Sunday, June 26 

 9:30 am 

  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 10 am Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass 

  Feast of St. Peter celebration and potluck,  

  Heritage Center 

 

 

The Week of June 20 Parish Pastoral Council 

Lance Miller.…….…………………………952-432-6957 
Joseph Towle.……………………….….….651-683-9250 
Paul Hirsch.……………………………..….651-431-1832 
Sarah Larsen…………….…………………612-384-1474 
Maria Schwartz………………………….…651-452-1796 
Alice Sheeler………………………...……..651-457-8119 
Nancy Stanton……………………………...651-686-9009 
Parish Pastoral Council Email: 

ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 
 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio………………………………..651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie……………………………….651-365-1334 

Readings for the  

Week of June 19 

Sunday: Zec 12:10-11; 13:1/Ps 63:2-6, 8-9/Gal  

  3:26-29/Lk 9:18-24 

Monday: 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18/Ps 60:3-5, 12- 

  13/Mt 7:1-5 

Tuesday: 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36/Ps  

  48:2-4, 10-11/Mt 7:6, 12-14 

Wednesday: 2 Kgs 22:8-13; 23:1-3/Ps 119:33-37, 40/ 

  Mt 7:15-20 

Thursday: 2 Kgs 24:8-17/Ps 79:1-5, 8-9/Mt 7:21-29 

Friday Vigil: Jer 1:4-10/Ps 71:1-6, 15-17/1 Pt 1:8-12/ 

  Lk 1:5-17 

Day:  Is 49:1-6/Ps 139:1-3, 13-15/Acts 13:22- 

  26/Lk 1:57-66, 80 

Saturday: Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19/Ps 74:1-7, 20-21/ 

  Mt 8:5-17 

Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-11/ 

  Gal 5:1, 13-18/Lk 9:51-62 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 
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The following are the intentions remembered by 

the priest at Mass: 

 Monday, June 20 - †William Huberty 

 Tuesday, June 21 - †Marie and Frank Huberty 

 Wednesday, June 22 - †John and Marian Bell 

 Thursday, June 23 - †Charles and Arlean Mertensotto 

 Friday, June 24 - †William Curley 

 Saturday, June 25 - Mass For the People 

 Sunday, June 26 - 9 a.m. - †Jeffrey Weiss 
                                 

Mass Intentions 
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PASTORAL MINISTRY 

WINE: Women in the New 

Evangelization  
The Gift of Being Grandparents 
Mark your calendar to attend The Gift of Being Grand 

Catholic Grandparent Conference on 
Saturday, August 27, from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at Mary, Mother of the Church, 

3333 Cliff Road East in Burnsville to 
learn how you can be equipped to pass on 

a Heritage of Faith. Join others for a 
conference unlike any other, where you will: 

• Hear what God says about the role of Grandparents. 

• Gain ideas to strengthen your relationship with both 

adult children and grandchildren. 

• Discover how to encourage faith in your own children 

– it’s never too late. 

• Learn about a parish plan to equip other grandparents 

at your church. 

• Connect with other grandparents for encouragement. 

• Reclaim a vision for intentional grand parenting and 

building faith in your family. 
Grandparents are invited to take part in a survey: https://

www.surveymonkey.com/r/WJHYQ5Y. The results from 
the survey will be utilized at the conference and be part of 

a resource book. Watch for registration, promotional 
materials and an event page coming soon. This event is 

sponsored by the Office of Evangelization and Catechesis 
of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis. 

The Gift of Being Grand 

Interested in Becoming Catholic? 

We would like to hear from you! 
If you, or someone you know, has been thinking about 
becoming Catholic, we would very much like to hear 
from you! To begin, we’d like to get to know you and 
help you to learn more about the process and have your 
questions answered.  
 

We look forward to helping those baptized in other 
Christian traditions, the unbaptized and anyone who may  
have already made their First Communion as a child but 
has not received the sacrament of Confirmation. 
 

For more information or to schedule a private inquiry 
meeting to discuss your own faith journey, please contact 
L isa  Amos  a t  651 -905-4304  or  emai l 
lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

WINE Hosts Summer Book Club  
June 18 - August 20 
Join WINE: Women in the New Evangelization for its 
online summer book club! We will read Blessed Are You: 

Finding Inspiration From Our Sisters 

in Faith by Melanie Rigney. It  

includes stories of some amazing 
female saints, who are ready to walk 

with us on our faith journey. We will read and discuss one 
chapter per week. WINE will provide reflections and 

questions online, and all book club participants are invited 
to join the virtual conversation. For more information and 

to register, visit CatholicVineyard.com. If you have 
questions, email Sarah@CatholicVineyard.com. 

Many in our community wish they were able to join us for 
Mass but are unable to do so. If you or a loved one has 
mobility limitations, or if declining health makes it 
difficult to participate in the sacramental life of the 
Church, please contact our pastoral associate to learn of 
the ways we can help. Often many go without, simply 
because we are not made aware of their needs. To add 
yourself or someone you love to our outreach ministry, or 
to hear about the many opportunities we offer, contact 
L i s a  A m o s  a t  6 5 1 - 9 0 5 - 4 3 0 4  o r 
lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

Sacraments for the Homebound 

We are called during this Year of Mercy. 
The Peter’s Pence Collection is an annual parish 
collection on the weekend of June 25 and 26. Pope 
Francis, in Misericordiae Vultus, calls us during this Year 
of Mercy to “…open our eyes and see the misery of the 
world…and let us recognize that we are compelled to 
heed their cry for help!” Peter’s Pence is a collection 
uniting us with the Holy See to provide the Holy Father 
with the means to respond to suffering caused by war, 
natural disaster and religious persecution. This year, we 
can respond as witnesses of charity to the cries of our 
brothers and sisters by giving as generously as we are 
able to Peter’s Pence and the Holy Father. 

Peter’s Pence Collection 

Next Weekend 
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Cursillo Corner 

A More Personal Relationship With Jesus Christ 
Would you like to understand what it means to have a 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ? Please consider 
attending a Cursillo weekend. A Cursillo is a short course 
where you will learn what it means to have a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ and how to deepen your 
relationship through prayer, study and action. The next 
Cursillo retreats will be held July 7-10 for men and July 
14 – 17 for women, at Our Lady of Grace Catholic 
Church, 5071 Eden Avenue in Edina. 
 

Future events include: 
 

• Sunday, June 26, at 7 p.m. South East Metro Ultreya 
at Church of St Patrick, 3535 72nd Street East in 
Inver Grove Heights. 

• Sunday, July 31, at 6:30 p.m. (potluck) South East 
Metro Ultreya at Church of St Patrick. 

• Saturday, August 20, 12 noon, Twin Cities Cursillo 
Outdoor Mass and Potluck, Hyland Park, 
Bloomington. 

 

For more information about all Cursillo events and 
weekend retreats, see www.tc-cursillo.org, e-mail 
janemarie.rief@gmail.com or call 651-485-7089. 

Pope Francis asks us to “live this Year in the light of the 
Lord’s words: ‘Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful.’” (cf. Lk 6:36) Participate throughout the year 
by making a pilgrimage to a Holy Door at the Cathedral 
of Saint Paul or Basilica of Saint Mary, regularly 
receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation, performing 
corporal and spiritual works of mercy, and participating in 
the #MercyWorks video challenge. Find additional ways 
to pray, learn and act at www.archspm.org/Mercy. 

Jubilee Year of Mercy 

The Catholic Watchmen is coming to our parish. 
The Catholic Watchmen is coming soon to our parish! 
The mission of the Catholic Watchmen is to respond to 
Bishop Cozzens’ call to Catholic men to live up to their 
duty to be protectors, providers and leaders of their 
families. To accomplish this task, Catholic Watchmen 
learn and practice 7 Disciplines.  
Watch for more information to attend Monthly Catholic 
Watchmen Nights starting in September. Each Catholic 
Watchmen Night runs from 6:30-9:00 p.m. with a video 
presentation, social time and group discussion, with plans 
to provide food and beverage, as well as time for 
adoration and confession. Watch for more information 
over the summer! If you would like to be part of the 
parish vanguard or Core Team planning group, please 
contact the Catholic Watchmen Point Man at your parish, 
Jim Lodoen (612-201-2910). To learn more about this 
initiative go to www.thecatholicwatchmen.com. 

The Catholic Watchmen 

Hosted by the Parish of St. Michael in Kenyon 
Next Sunday, June 26, is the annual Archdiocesan Rural 
Life Sunday celebration hosted by the Parish of St. 
Michael in Kenyon and held at the Ron and Kay Keller 
Family Farm. Beginning at 1:30 p.m., the celebration 
includes the Eucharistic Liturgy of the Sunday and a 
creation blessing, with Fr. Donald DeGrood presiding. 
 

Following the Eucharistic Liturgy, there will be family-
fun activities, food and refreshments. Join the 
parishioners from the Parish of St. Michael, and others 
from throughout the Archdiocese, to pray, remember and 
celebrate all the good things God has given us in our rural 
way of life. All are welcome! 
 

For a map and directions, go online to www.archspm.org 
and look for the Rural Life Sunday link or call the Office 

of Parish and Clergy Services at 651-290-1647. 

Rural Life Sunday Celebration 

Continue to Learn and Live the Catholic Faith. 
 

Come discover the plan that will transform your work, 

your marriage, your family, your community…  

your life! 
This fall, the Archbishop Harry J. Flynn Catechetical 
Institute will begin another two-year course at The Saint 
Paul Seminary campus. This course is taught by some of 
the best instructors in the Twin Cities, such as Bishop 
Andrew Cozzens, Jeff Cavins, Deacon Joe Michalak, Fr. 
John Klockeman, Dr. Bill Stevenson, Dr. Todd Flanders, 
Christina Smith and more. The program follows the four 
pillars of the Catechism of the Catholic Church and will 
make sense of all things Catholic, deepen your faith, and 
lay out the roadmap to heaven. 
 

The classes are divided into four eleven-week modules 
and meet on Monday evenings, from 7 to 9 p.m, with two 

Saturday morning formative sessions per module. 
Applications are now being accepted through July 15, for 

the class beginning in September. For more information 
and an application to become part of the Class of St. 

Teresa of Calcutta, call (651) 962-5028 or visit 
www.CIstudent.com. 

Catechetical Institute 




