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Church of 

ST. PETER 
MENDOTA 

1405 Highway 13  PO Box 50679  Mendota MN 55150-0679 

June 12, 2016 
Eleventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

God’s gifts and blessings.  

 

OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and 

heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 

generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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Several weeks back, we had a series of articles that 
touched on guilt, conscience, and shame, all in light of 
God’s overwhelming mercy. The whole Church is 
celebrating the gift of mercy this year at the direction of 
the Holy Father, Pope Francis. Then, just last week, Fr. 
Steven mentioned a number of things that surround the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, including the Act of 
Contrition, a prayer that expresses sorrow for the sins we 
have confessed and the firm resolve to “change our ways 
” and avoid sin. 

Much of what the Pope has published and said in these 
past six or seven months, during the special Jubilee Year 
of Mercy, is focused rightly on the confounding breadth 
of God’s willingness to forgive. Sometimes to the 
consternation of many in the Church, His Holiness leaves 
out one single, but centrally critical point – that of 
contrition. 

As noted before, the Act of Contrition is an expression of 
two things: sorrow for sin and what is called a “firm 
purpose of amendment” – that is, the will to change our 
lives so as to sin no more, including keeping ourselves 
from situations in which we know we will be tempted. 

In today’s Scriptures, we hear stories of contrition, from 
the tale of David confronted with his sin; to Psalm 32, a 
highly renowned prayer of contrition; then an explanation 
of how forgiveness reaches us; and finally, to the story of 
the woman who bathes Jesus’ feet in her tears. 

Certainly, contrition looks different from one person to 
the next. For one, it is the humble admission, “I have 
sinned against the Lord,” but for another, tears. However, 
for both, contrition is incomplete if not accompanied by a 
renewed and changed way of life. Acts of contrition are 
meant to be the last time those sins are addressed. 

The sense of the forgiveness we have in Christ is that the 
old ways are ended and shall not be visited again. That is, 
the Lord will not throw those very sins in our face again 
down the road with the accusation that we’ll never be 
good enough or that we’ll always be failures. 

Therefore, the only fitting response to forgiveness is to 
forsake the ways and patterns that so wounded us and 
offended the love God offers us. We should never find 
ourselves in a position of sorrow, begging forgiveness. 
That is what we mean by purpose of amendment — 
“Lord, I will never so reject your love again.” 

Of course, our fallenness never quite lets us enjoy that 

Reflections from  

our Music Director 

restored status for long. However, like nothing had ever 
separated us before, the Lord is ready to restore us again. 
So great is his mercy to those who ask. 

The fact is, that by virtue of our free will, we lock behind 
one impassable gate a literally inexhaustible flood of 
forgiveness, tenderness, love, and acceptance that is 
completely free. The very thing which gives us the 
seeming freedom of sin also gives us the ability to seek 
our Divine Lover’s forgiveness. 

Even still, as we grow in Christ, we do not aspire to a 
lifestyle of holiness that is interrupted by episodes of sin 
and disintegration. Our goal is holiness like the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, at our best, and like any of the Saints, at our 
“worst”.  

How does that even become a viable possibility? The 
short answer: grace. But how do we find that grace? 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is among the greatest 
avenues for receiving grace to heal the spiritual wounds 
that cripple our spiritual life or hamper development. 
When I was really growing into my faith, I would confess 
somewhat frequently. Though I won’t say it was fun 
trying to come up with new ways to tell the priest the very 
same sins into which I had fallen, I will say that very 
many of those things do not trouble me any longer. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit, Jesus has delivered 
me. The tears of contrition give way to the laughter of 
freedom in God’s love. 

 

 

David M. Dunst 

Second Proclamation 
 

Doug Bargmann and Pam Grayson 

Wedding Banns 

St. Peter’s Parish extends its sympathy to the 
family and friends of Robert Widman. 
We invite all to join us in praying that God 
may make him a sharer in eternal salvation. 

Sincere Sympathy 
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Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation (RE/FF) 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 
St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 
651-406-4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Religious Education Preschool through Grade 8 
Please remember to register for the 2016 - 2017 school 
year if you have not yet done so. Please register online by 
going to St. Peter’s website at www.stpetersmendota.org 
and clicking on the Faith Formation tab. In the drop down 
box, click on RE/FF Registration for 2016-17 and follow 
the directions located there. The registration deadline 
was May 15. There will now be a late fee charged. 

Please note that this is only for children ages 3 ½ yrs 
through Grade 8 in the fall of 2016. 
 
Religious Education Programs (Preschool – 
Grade 8) for 2016-2017 

• Sunday School: For ages 3 ½ through Kindergarten. 
Classes are held on Sunday mornings during the 9:00 a.m. 
Mass. Classes begin September 25, 2016. 

• Grades 1 - 5: Classes are held on Wednesdays. There 
are two sessions: 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. and 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Classes begin on September 28, 2016. 

• Grade 6 – 8: Classes are held on Wednesdays, from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Classes begin on September 28, 2016. 
 

First Reconciliation and First Eucharist 
Preparation 

• When you register your child for the Grade 2 class, 
he/she is in the First Reconciliation and First Eucharist 
programs. 

• The Grade 2 classes are mostly held on Wednesdays 
and follow the Elementary schedule.  However, there are 
several Tuesday evening classes that both child and 
parent need to attend. 

• Children in Catholic schools must be prepared for the 
sacraments at their parish. Catholic schools do not prepare 
the children to receive Reconciliation or First Eucharist. 

• If you wish for your child to receive First Eucharist, 
he/she must first participate in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. 

• If your child is older than Grade 2 and needs to be 
prepared for these Sacraments, please contact Kathy 
Raible at kraible@stpetersmendota.org or 651-905-4311. 
 

Reduced Hours for Summer RE Staff 
During the summer months, the RE/FF staff will be 
drastically reduced: 

• Beth Newton will be on break from May 16 through 
August 15. 

• Kathy Raible will be on break from June 16 through 
August 15. 

• Elizabeth McCanna is here, but her days on site will 
vary. 

Help out the Workcampers and get a clean car! 
Today, Sunday, June 12, our Workcamp team will be 
washing cars in the lower parking lot to 
raise money for their Workcamp trip. Drop 
your dirty car off before the 9 a.m. or 11 
a.m. Mass and pick up your clean car after 
Mass! Cars will be washed for a free will 
donation. 
 

This year the trip is to Racine, Wisconsin, and takes place 
June 18 to 25.  

Workcamp Car Wash Today 

Good luck to each and every one of our 
graduates. We send with you memories, 
friendships and prayers as you begin your high 
school journeys. 

Good luck to our graduates! 
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Save the date! 
Come enjoy a Sunday morning with us as we celebrate 

the Feast of St. Peter on June 26. We will 
have ONE Mass that day followed by a 
potluck. St. Peter’s will supply hotdogs, 
buns, condiments, chips and drinks. If 
parishioners wish to bring an item to share, 
you are welcome to do so. Those with the 
last names starting with A-G please bring 
salads, fruits or vegetables, H-N please 

bring desserts, O-U please bring hot dishes or entrees and 
V-Z please bring appetizers, breads or snacks. 
 

If you are unable to bring an item to share, please come 
anyway as we will have plenty of food! If the weather is 
nice, we can take the picnic outdoors and play some yard 
games. Bring your lawn chairs, footballs, Frisbees, bean 
bag toss or whatever you like. If you plan to bring a 
crockpot or something that needs to be plugged in, you 
may drop it off before the 10:00 Mass. 
 

If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please 
email Anne O’Keefe at aokeefe@stpeters.com or call her 
at 651-905-4308. 

Celebrate the Feast of  

St. Peter With Us 

Free Tours of  

the Historic Church 

Have you ever wanted to hear more about the history of 
our parish? The Historic Church will be 
open for tours every Sunday from 12 
noon to 2 p.m. now through Labor Day. 
You do not need a reservation and there 

is no fee for the tours. Feel free to stop in and learn about 
your community’s very own historic site! 

Please give this prayerful consideration. 
There is a need for additional Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion (Eucharistic Ministers), particularly at 
the 5 p.m. and 11 a.m. Mass times. This is a beautiful 
ministry in which you assist in the distribution of the 
Precious Body and Blood of Christ to the congregation. 
The time commitment is minimal, as you serve at the 
Mass you attend anyway. You will be given complete 
training, which will take no more than an hour of your 
time. Please, prayerfully consider serving in this very 
important ministry. For more information, please contact 
Laurie Reding at lreding1@aol.com or 612-419-1709, or 
call the parish office at 651-452-4550. 

Extraordinary Ministers Needed 

Come enjoy a spaghetti dinner with us! 
Get an early start to Father's Day with a Spaghetti Dinner 
on Saturday, June 18th from 6 to 7 p.m. in Heritage 
Center. Proceeds from the event will benefit the education 
of newly-ordained Father Charlie Friebohle and 
Transitional Deacon Paul Baker. 

K of C Spaghetti Dinner 

K of C Pizza Night at Solos 

Join us for pizza and help your community. 
The Knights of Columbus are hosting a Pizza Night at 

Solos Pizza at 1270 Promenade Place, 
Eagan. Simply print the flyer from the 
Knights of Columbus website, 
eaganknights.com, and come in to Solos 
on Wednesday, June 15, between 4 and 9 

p.m. Thirty percent (30%) of your purchase will be 
donated to the Knights to benefit the good work being 
done in our community. Thank you for your support. 

Funds distribution adopted at last CCW Meeting 
Each year at the end of the fiscal year, a committee of 
SPCCW board members gathers to study suggestions 
from it's members and develops a list of recipients of 
SPCCW funds. 
 

This year, CCW Treasurer Connie Powell, Elizabeth 
Baker and Pat Peterson were on the committee with input 
from Fr. Hoffman and Lisa Amos. They had $6,200.00 to 
spend. The proposed distribution was made as follows: 
 

St. Peter Building Fund principal            $3,200.00 
St. Peter Bounty Fund              $1,600.00 
Purchase of Altar Server Albs (Half in 2016)  $760.00 
Uganda Student Sponsorship                $360.00 
Catholic Charities Dorothy Day Center  
 Building Fund     $250.00 
 

At the annual CCW meeting in June for all ladies of the 
church, Elizabeth Baker made a motion to fund all items 
identified above from the SPCCW funds and the motion 
was adopted. 

CCW Distribution of Funds 



Monday, June 13 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 7 pm Boy Scout Meeting, Ravoux Room 

 7 pm Catholic Watchmen, Vanguard Group,  

  Heritage Center 

Tuesday, June 14 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:30 am Adoration Before the Blessed Sacrament  

  until 6 pm, Historic Church 

Wednesday, June 15 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Thursday, June 16 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 10 am End of Life Planning Workshop, Heritage  

  Center 

 6 pm End of Life Planning Workshop, Heritage  

  Center 

 7 pm AA Meeting, Classroom 5 

Friday, June 17 

 8 am Confessions, Main Church  

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Saturday, June 18 

 9 and 10:30 am 

  Alcoholics Anonymous, Classrooms 2, 4 

 10 am Saturday Scripture Study, Community  

  Room 

 3:30 pm Confessions, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass 

  Knights of Columbus Spaghetti Dinner,  

  Heritage Center 

Sunday, June 19 

 8:30 and 10:30 am 

  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 9 am Mass, Main Church 

 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 12 pm Baptism, Main Church 

 After Masses 

  Hospitality Sunday, Heritage Center 

The Week of June 13 Parish Pastoral Council 

Lance Miller.…….…………………………952-432-6957 
Joseph Towle.……………………….….….651-683-9250 
Paul Hirsch.……………………………..….651-431-1832 
Sarah Larsen…………….…………………612-384-1474 
Maria Schwartz………………………….…651-452-1796 
Alice Sheeler………………………...……..651-457-8119 
Nancy Stanton……………………………...651-686-9009 
Parish Pastoral Council Email: 

ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 
 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio………………………………..651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie……………………………….651-365-1334 

Readings for the  

Week of June 12 

Sunday: 2 Sm 12:7-10, 13/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 7, 11/Gal 

  2:16, 19-21/Lk 7:36-8:3 or 7:36-50 

Monday: 1 Kgs 21:1-16/Ps 5:2-7/Mt 5:38-42 

Tuesday: 1 Kgs 21:17-29/Ps 51:3-6, 11, 16/Mt 5:43

  -48 

Wednesday: 2 Kgs 2:1, 6-14/Ps 31:20-21, 24/Mt 6:1- 

  6, 16-18 

Thursday: Sir 48:1-14/Ps 97:1-7/Mt 6:7-15 

Friday:  2 Kgs 11:1-4, 9-18, 20/Ps 132:11-14, 17-

  18/Mt 6:19-23 

Saturday: 2 Chr 24:17-25/Ps 89:4-5, 29-34/Mt 6:24

  -34 

Next Sunday: Zec 12:10-11; 13:1/Ps 63:2-6, 8-9/Gal  

  3:26-29/Lk 9:18-24 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 
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The following are the intentions remembered by 

the priest at Mass: 

 Monday, June 13 - †Ferd Fabian 
 Tuesday, June 14 - †Mary Sandkamp 
 Wednesday, June 15 - †Paige Duncan 
 Thursday, June 16 - †Elia Leece 
 Friday, June 17 - †Bill Kraft 
 Saturday, June 18 - Mass For the People 
 Sunday, June 19 - 9 a.m. - †Charles Mertensotto 
                                11 a.m. - †George Zirnhelt 

Mass Intentions 
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PASTORAL MINISTRY 

WINE: Women in the New 

Evangelization  Learn Spiritual, Legal and Planning Aspects 
St. Peter’s pastoral care and O’Halloran and Murphy 
Funeral Homes are teaming up to bring you an 
opportunity to learn about end-of-life preplanning. Fr. 
Steven Hoffman will talk about the spiritual issues 
involved. We will also have experts here to talk about the 
legal considerations of your decisions, as well as 
information about funeral planning and more. The 
workshop is FREE and everyone is welcome, whether or 
not you have begun thinking about these important 
decisions for yourself or your loved ones. We will hold 
two sessions on Thursday, June 16, one at 10 a.m. and the 
other at 6 p.m., both in Heritage Center. Registration is 
required to help us prepare enough materials. Choose 
your session and register today by contacting Lisa Amos 
at 651-905-4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org, or the 
parish office at 651-452-4550. 

End of Life Planning Workshop 

The Gift of Being Grandparents 
Mark your calendar to attend The Gift of Being Grand 

Catholic Grandparent Conference on 
Saturday, August 27, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at Mary, Mother of the Church, 3333 Cliff 
Road East in Burnsville to learn how you 
can be equipped to pass on a Heritage of 

Faith. Join others for a conference unlike any other, where 
you will: 

• Hear what God says about the role of Grandparents. 

• Gain ideas to strengthen your relationship with both 

adult children and grandchildren. 

• Discover how to encourage faith in your own children 

– it’s never too late. 

• Learn about a parish plan to equip other grandparents 

at your church. 

• Connect with other grandparents for encouragement. 

• Reclaim a vision for intentional grand parenting and 
building faith in your family. 

Grandparents are invited to take part in a survey: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/WJHYQ5Y. The results from 
the survey will be utilized at the conference and be part of 
a resource book. Watch for registration, promotional 
materials and an event page coming soon. This event is 
sponsored by the Office of Evangelization and Catechesis 
of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis. 

The Gift of Being Grand 
Interested in Becoming Catholic? 

We would like to hear from you! 
If you, or someone you know, has been thinking about 
becoming Catholic, we would very much like to hear 
from you! To begin, we’d like to get to know you and 
help you to learn more about the process and have your 
questions answered.  
 

We look forward to helping those baptized in other 
Christian traditions, the unbaptized and anyone who may 
already have made their First Communion as a child but 
has not received the sacrament of Confirmation. 
 

For more information or to schedule a private inquiry 
meeting to discuss your own faith journey, please contact 
L isa  Amos  a t  651 -905-4304  or  emai l 
lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

WINE Hosts Summer Book Club  
June 18 - August 20 
Join WINE: Women in the New Evangelization for its 
online summer book club! We will read Blessed Are You: 

Finding Inspiration From Our Sisters 

in Faith by Melanie Rigney. It  
includes stories of some amazing 
female saints, who are ready to walk 

with us on our faith journey. We will read and discuss one 
chapter per week. WINE will provide reflections and 
questions online, and all book club participants are invited 
to join the virtual conversation.  For more information 
and to register, visit CatholicVineyard.com. If you have 
questions, email Sarah@CatholicVineyard.com. 

Many in our community wish they were able to join us for 
Mass but are unable to do so. If you or a loved one has 
mobility limitations, or if declining health makes it 
difficult to participate in the sacramental life of the 
Church, please contact our pastoral associate to learn of 
the ways we can help. Often many go without, simply 
because we are not made aware of their needs. To add 
yourself or someone you love to our outreach ministry, or 
to hear about the many opportunities we offer, contact 
L i s a  A m o s  a t  6 5 1 - 9 0 5 - 4 3 0 4  o r 
lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

Sacraments for the Homebound 
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Cursillo Corner 

A More Personal Relationship With Jesus Christ 
Would you like to understand what it means to have a 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ? Please consider 
attending a Cursillo weekend. A Cursillo is a short course 
where you will learn what it means to have a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ and how to deepen your 
relationship through prayer, study and action. The next 
Cursillo retreats will be held July 7-10 for men and July 
14 – 17 for women, at Our Lady of Grace Catholic 
Church, 5071 Eden Avenue in Edina. 
 

Future events include: 
 

• Sunday, June 26, at 7 p.m. South East Metro Ultreya 
at Church of St Patrick, 3535 72nd Street East in 
Inver Grove Heights. 

• Sunday, July 31, at 6:30 p.m. (potluck) South East 
Metro Ultreya at Church of St Patrick. 

 

For more information about all Cursillo events and 
weekend retreats, see www.tc-cursillo.org, e-mail 
janemarie.rief@gmail.com or call 651-485-7089. 

Parishioners and friends are welcome for private prayer 

before the Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church on 
Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass until 6 p.m. 

 

Matthew 26:40-41—Jesus said to Peter: 

“Could you not watch 

with me one hour? 

Watch and pray.” 
 

For more information please contact Jane Vasiliou at 

651-454-5292 or jvasiliou@comcast.net. 

Nominate someone today! 
Do you know of someone who devotes his or her time 
helping the poor, elderly, disabled, pregnant, or is 
committed to praying for Respect Life issues? He or she 
may be our next Champion for Life! The Archdiocese of 
Saint Paul and Minneapolis is looking to honor those who 
respect life at our annual St. John Paul II Champions for 
Life Awards. To submit a nomination or for more 
information, go to archspm.org and search keywords 
“Champions for Life.” Nomination deadline is August 1. 
If you have questions, please contact Nancy Schulte 
Palacheck at 651-291-4489 or MFL@archspm.org. 

St. John Paul II  

Champions for Life Awards  
Pope Francis asks us to “live this Year in the light of the 
Lord’s words: ‘Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful.’” (cf. Lk 6:36) Participate throughout the year 
by making a pilgrimage to a Holy Door at the Cathedral 
of Saint Paul or Basilica of Saint Mary, regularly 
receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation, performing 
corporal and spiritual works of mercy, and participating in 
the #MercyWorks video challenge. Find additional ways 
to pray, learn and act at www.archspm.org/Mercy. 

Jubilee Year of Mercy 

The Catholic Watchmen is coming to our parish. 
Watch for more information to attend monthly Catholic 
Watchmen Nights starting in September. Each Catholic 
Watchmen Night runs from 6:30 to 9 pm with a video 
presentation, social time, group discussion, as well as 
time for adoration and confession. Food and beverages 
will be provided. Watch for more information over the 
summer. If you would like to be part of the parish 
vanguard or Core Team planning group, please contact 
the Catholic Watchmen Point Man at your parish, Jim 
Lodoen. To learn more about this initiative go to 
www.thecatholicwatchmen.com. 

The Catholic Watchmen 

Hosted by the Parish of St. Michael in Kenyon 
Mark your calendars for this year’s Archdiocesan Rural 
Life Sunday Celebration on June 26. It is hosted by the 
Parish of St. Michael in Kenyon and held at the Ron and 
Kay Keller Family Farm, 9320 Kenyon Blvd., in 
Faribault. Eucharistic Liturgy of the Sunday begins at 
1:30 pm, followed by a creation blessing. The presider 
will be Father Donald DeGrood. 

After Mass, there will be family-fun activities, including 
food and refreshments. Bring your own lawn chairs. Join 
the parishioners from the Parish of St. Michael’s and 
others from throughout the Archdiocese to pray, 
remember and celebrate all the good things God has given 
us in our rural way of life. All are welcome! 

For a map and directions, go online to www.archspm.org/
archspm_events/rural-life-sunday-celebration/ or call the 
Office of Parish and Clergy Services at 651-290-1647. 

Free-will offerings are gratefully accepted. In case of rain, 
the celebration will be held at St. Michael’s, 108 Bullis 
Street, in Kenyon. 

Rural Life Sunday Celebration 

Eucharistic Adoration 
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