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SUNDAY MASSES (all in the Main Church) 

Saturday 5 pm 
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9 am Monday-Friday 

HOLY DAYS As announced. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Fridays, 8 to 8:45 am and Saturdays 3:30 to 4:45 pm 
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BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS 

Call the parish office for more information. 
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Church of 

ST. PETER 
MENDOTA 

1405 Highway 13  PO Box 50679  Mendota MN 55150-0679 

April 10, 2016 
Third Sunday of Easter 

 

OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

God’s gifts and blessings.  

 

OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and 

heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 

generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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This has been a week of tremendous grace here at St. 
Peter’s. I will always be the first to acknowledge how 
very blessed I am to be a part of so many wondrous and 
sacred moments in the life of the church and in the lives 
of our parishioners. There are, however, those stretches of 
time that seem to show us the depth of God’s love for us 
in a particularly striking way. This week has been one of 
them. 
 
Underlying the significant individual events of these last 
days is the hope of the Easter season. Fresh from the days 
of preparation and purification, we emerge into the light 
that is Christ’s Resurrection and the purchase of our 
forgiveness. We sing “Alleluia” again with a renewed joy 
that, for many, has long been dimmed by Ash 
Wednesday. It’s very true that the light is warmest and 
brightest only after the cool and dark of dormancy. Even 
my sons, who never seemed all that enamored with 
“Alleluia” in the past, are inspired to sing it with fresh 
energy and zeal this Easter. 
 
This week we began, as some of you know, with the 
celebration of Divine Mercy Sunday, the first Sunday 
after Easter. Here at St. Peter’s, we have held an 
afternoon service for this feast annually, thanks in very 
great part to the devotion and commitment of our 
Cenacle. This dedicated and prayerful group gathers 
weekly to study and pray, and their prayers include each 
and every one of you. 
 
This year, however, was notably special. As Catholics, we 
belong not only to St. Peter’s Parish, but to the greater 
universal Church. In an effort to bring the message of 
God’s mercy and love to as many as possible, we joined 
with St. Joseph and St. John Neumann parishes for a tri-
parish Divine Mercy service, which will be hosted by 
each parish in turn. St. Peter’s was fortunate to host the 
first of these last Sunday, April 3rd. None of us knew what 
to expect, but we, including David Dunst, our music 
director, cenacle members from all three parishes, and six 
priests, were hopeful. What transpired, by what can only 
be the work of the Holy Spirit, took us quite by surprise. 
Over 400 faithful came that afternoon to offer grateful 
prayers in front of the Blessed Sacrament for the gift of 
God’s mercy and pardon for their sins. 
 
Also illuminating the limitless mercy of God this week is 
the celebration of four funeral liturgies. Four families 
came here to St. Peter’s to find the love and comfort that 
is  found  in  Jesus  Christ.  Each  of  the  deceased  was  a 

Reflections from  

our Pastoral Associate 

loving parent, dedicated to service in the community in 
their own way, and a beautiful witness to the sacrament of 
marriage. Our volunteers worked “overtime” this week, 
but ministry such as this offers a deep awareness of what 
it means to be privileged to be a child of God and, 
therefore, beloved sibling to one another and to Jesus 
Christ himself. 

As if that weren’t enough, we were able to celebrate the 
Solemnity of the Annunciation this past Monday. At the 
Annunciation, the Angel Gabriel appears to Mary and 
tells her that she will be the mother of the Son of God. 
Mary asks for clarification; and once she understands, at 
least as well as she can, she says , “Let it be done to me 
according to your will”. 
 
The Annunciation is the moment when Mary is called into 
the mystery of her vocation, the moment she receives her 
calling. For Mary, this likely felt overwhelming and 
unbelievable, most especially because this is also the 
moment of the salvation of all humankind. God called 
Mary to be the theotokos, the God-Bearer. Jesus calls 
each of us to follow him, each in our own way. With Our 
Lady as our example, we know that to open ourselves to 
this call takes real trust. But ultimately it is necessary, 
because the nature of God’s call is frequently obscure 
until you live it out. Mary knew only that she would have 
a son and that the child would be called the Son of God. 
What that meant and how it would affect her life is 
something she only discovered as time went on and her 
infant grew into the man who would, ultimately, be 
responsible for saving her. She knew she would be 
pierced as with a sword, but I’m sure the Cross came as a 
shock. 
 
I could say that weeks like this are a challenge, and they 
are, for staff and volunteers alike. How great is our God, 
though, that in these moments in our work and our lives, 
we are invited to allow our hearts to be opened more fully 
to the grace and mercy so abundant in God’s love for us. 
Alleluia, indeed. 
 

 
 
 
 

Lisa Amos 
Pastoral Associate 
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Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation (RE/FF) 

Liturgy of the Word for Children 

Today, April 10, is our last day of Liturgy of the Word for 
Children for the school year. We give a very special 
“thank you” to our adult leaders and the confirmation 
students who assisted with the small groups this year. We 
continually have need for leaders in this ministry. Please 
contact Kathy Raible at 651-905-4311 if you would like 
to learn more about volunteering for our next program 
year. 

Pastoral Ministry 

REFF Registration 

Registration for 2016- 2017  
All families should have received registration information 
via email for the 2016-2017 religious education classes.  
Information is also available on the information counter 
in the gathering space outside the coat room. Please 
remember the registration deadline of May 15. If you 
have any questions, contact the RE office at 
kraible@stpetersmendota.org or 651-905-4311.  

Please be aware that all children in second grade must 
prepare for their sacraments at their parish. Even if your 
child is in a Catholic school, he or she must be registered 
for the Wednesday night program. If your child will be in 
second grade next year, and you wish to have him or her 
in the First Reconciliation and First Communion program, 
please register prior to May 15. Children must receive the 
sacrament of Reconciliation prior to First Communion. 

First Reconciliation and First 

Communion 2016-2017 

St. Peter’s Parish extends its sympathy to the 
family and friends of Irene Griffin and Clyde LeClair. 

We invite all to join us in praying that God 
may make them sharers in eternal salvation. 

Sincere Sympathy 

Parent/Candidate/Sponsor Day next weekend! 
All confirmandi are reminded that next Sunday, April 17, 
is our parent/candidate/sponsor day. We will begin with 9 
a.m. Mass and will conclude our day at 2 p.m. after a 
speaker, a potluck lunch, a meeting regarding details of 
your confirmation day and the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. If you have any questions, contact 
Elizabeth at emccanna@stpetersmendota.org. 

Parent/Candidate/Sponsor Day 

Next Weekend 

High School Youth Ministry  

Parent Meeting 

All parents of youth in eighth grade and up are invited to 
join us for a meeting on Wednesday, April 13, from 6:45 
to 7:30 p.m. to learn more about our new high school 
youth ministry program. This program, open to all high 
school youth, will include the opportunity to prepare for 
the Sacrament of Confirmation. All parents interested in 
learning more about high school youth ministry, and the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, should plan to attend. If you 
cannot make it, but would like to learn more, contact 
Elizabeth at emccanna@stpetersmendota.org. 

An Interdenominational Coalition of South Suburban 
Churches Presents the second in a 5-week series: 

  
GROWING THROUGH LOSS 

  

With Cyndee Cummins, a member at  
St. John Neumann Catholic Church 

 
Cyndee will speak on “You Don’t Know How Strong You 
Are Until Strong is the Only Choice You’re Given,” on 
Tuesday, April 12, in Heritage Center. Support groups 
will be facilitated by trained leaders. 
 
This program is offered to any adult experiencing a loss 
or major crisis, and to pastoral ministers, for example 
Befrienders and Stephen Ministers. 
 
Registration starts at 6:30 p.m., the speaker starts at 7 
p.m., and the support groups begin at 8 p.m. A suggested 
donation per session is $3. 
 
For additional information, call 651-452-8261 or e-mail 
growingthroughloss@gmail.com. 

Growing Through Loss 
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Potential Parish Lawsuit 

Our parish may be one of several sued by sex abuse 
claimants in the upcoming weeks. These lawsuits are the 
result of the three-year lifting of the statute of limitations 
(Child Victims Act). All sex abuse claims against parishes 
subject to the Child Victims Act must be placed in suit on 
or before May 25, 2016. The claims do not relate to 
anyone currently working at the parish or anyone 
currently in ministry. The archdiocese and parish legal 
counsel are making every effort to resolve these cases in 
the course of the ongoing bankruptcy proceedings. We 
expect that any lawsuit will not affect the normal 
operations of the parish and the case will be resolved in a 
fair and equitable manner in the coming months. 

CCW to Host Speaker 

Dr. Wayne Thalhuber will speak at St. Peter’s. 
The St. Peter Council of Catholic Women will present Dr. 
Wayne Thalhuber on Thursday, April 21, from 7 to 8:30 
p.m. in Heritage Center. Dr. Thalhuber, a retired 
physician, will speak about the history of hospice in St. 
Paul and will discuss case histories of death and dying. 
There will be a twenty minute presentation and ample 
time for audience questions. Refreshments will be 
available.  

Ladies, join WINE, in partnership with the Office of 
Evangelization and Catechesis, as we welcome a woman 
who is ON FIRE with the Holy Spirit, internationally 
renowned Catholic speaker, teacher and retreat leader, Dr. 
Carol Razza. 
The conference will take place on Thursday, April 14, 
from 7 to 10 p.m. at the Royal Cliff Banquet and 
Conference Center in Eagan. Cost is $30. Register at 
www.catholicvineyard.com. 

WINE: Women in the New 

Evangelization 

St. Peter’s Red Cross Blood Drive 

Make an appointment to save a life. 
You can sign up for a donation appointment by going to 
www.redcrossblood.org, enter zip code 55120, and 
schedule an appointment for Thursday, May 5, between 1 
and 6 p.m.. You can also call Sandra at 651-452-1844. 
There will also be a chance to sign up after the 9 and 11 
a.m. Masses on Sunday, April 17. 

CCW Plant Card Sales 

Gerten’s Plant Cards  
It’s time to start thinking of spring plants and summer 
gardens. St. Peter’s Council of Catholic Women will 
again be selling Gerten plant cards during the months of 
April and May. Stop by the table in the gathering space to 
purchase your plant cards. They will be available after 
each of the weekend Masses. 

Feed My Starving Children 

During this Year of Mercy, we are called to perform 
corporal and spiritual works of mercy. We invite you to 
join us in feeding the hungry at a meal packing event at 
FMSC, on Tuesday, April 12, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. FMSC 
is located at 990 Lone Oak Road, Suite 136, in Eagan. 
Space can be limited, so if you are interested in joining us 
in this, or future food packing events, please contact Paul 
or Peggy Hirsch at 651-431-1832 or at 
phirsch651@aol.com. 
The last time Feed My Starving Children ministry 
members came together with others in the community, we 
assembled 14,408 meals, enough to feed 67 children for a 
full year! 

Make your reservation now! 
The Council of Catholic Women are taking reservations 
for their annual spring fashion show and luncheon, which 
will be held on Saturday, May 7, in Heritage Center. The 
cost for the luncheon and fashion show is $20. Please call 
Marge Sullivan at 651-451-6690 for more information or 
to make reservations. 

CCW Fashion Show 

A Rainbow of Vegetables 
Dakota County Master Gardeners presents “A Rainbow of 
Vegetables,” on Monday, April 11, at 7 p.m. in the St. 
Joseph Church Social Hall (13900 Biscayne Avenue 
West, Rosemount) to hear Joy Hayes, master gardener, 
dietitian, and diabetes educator, talk about the nutritional 
value of growing a "Rainbow of Vegetables." Janice 
Gestner will talk about the master gardeners' pollinator 
trials happening this season and pass out informational 
packets full of additional resources. Light refreshments 
will be served. This is the first in a series of three 
presentations this spring and summer. 

Presentations are free and open to the public! 

Dakota County Master Gardeners 



Monday, April 11 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 6 pm St Paul Civic Symphony, Heritage Center 

 6 pm Cub Scout Pack Meeting, Classrooms 2, 4 

 7 pm Boy Scout Meeting, Ravoux Room 

Tuesday, April 12 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:30 am Adoration Before the Blessed Sacrament  

  until 7 pm, Historic Church 

 9:45 am Women’s Bible Study, Ravoux Room 

 10:30 am Mobile Meals, Off Campus 

 7 pm Growing Through Loss Series, Heritage  

  Center 

 7 pm Stewardship Committee, Conference   

 Room 1 

Wednesday, April 13 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Ravoux Room 

 4:30 pm REFF Grades 1-5, Classrooms 

 6:30 pm REFF Grades 1-8, Classrooms 

 6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

Thursday, April 14 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Classroom 5 

Friday, April 15 
 8 am Confessions, Main Church  

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Saturday, April 16 
 9 and 10:30 am 

  Alcoholics Anonymous, Classrooms 2, 4 

 9:30 am Al Anon District Meeting, Classroom 9 

 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 

 3:30 pm Confessions, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass 

  CCW Plant Card Sale, Gathering Space 

  FSCS selling play tickets and candy bars,  

  Gathering Space 

Sunday, April 17 
 10 am Confirmation Parent/Sponsor/Candidate  

  Day, Ravoux Room 

 8:30 and 10:30 am 

  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 

 9 am Mass, Main Church 

 9 am Sunday School, Classrooms 

 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 After Masses 

  CCW Plant Card Sale, Gathering Space 

  FSCS selling play tickets and candy bars,  

  Gathering Space 

  Red Cross Blood Drive Sign Up,   

  Gathering Space 

  FSCS Serving Hospitality, Heritage Center 

 

The Week of April 11 Parish Pastoral Council 

Lance Miller, Chair ................................... 952-432-6957 
Joseph Towle, Vice-Chair ......................... 651-683-9250 
Paul Hirsch, Secretary ............................... 651-431-1832 
Mary Pat Ferraro ....................................... 651-454-1091 
Anne Hallgren ........................................... 651-702-6465 
Sarah Larsen ............................................. 612-384-1474 
Maria Schwartz ......................................... 651-452-1796 
Alice Sheeler ............................................. 651-457-8119 
Nancy Stanton ........................................... 651-686-9009 
Parish Pastoral Council Voice Mailbox:  
 ............................................................... 651-905-4309 

Parish Pastoral Council Email: 
ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 

 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio .............................................. 651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie ............................................. 651-365-1334 

Readings for the  

Week of April 10 

Sunday: Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41/Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13/

  Rv 5:11-14/Jn 21:1-19 or 21:1-14 

Monday: Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30/ 

  Jn 6:22-29 

Tuesday: Acts  7:51--8:1a/Ps 31:3-4, 6-8, 17, 21/

  Jn 6:30-35 

Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66:1-7/Jn 6:35-40 

Thursday: Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20/Jn 6:44

  -51 

Friday:  Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1-2/Jn 6:52-59 

Saturday: Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116:12-17/Jn 6:60-69 

Next Sunday: Acts 13:14, 43-52/Ps 100:1-3, 5/Rv 7:9,  

  14b-17/Jn 10:27-30 
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The following are the intentions remembered by 
the priest at Mass:  
 

 Monday, April 11 - †Ray Schloegl 

 Tuesday, April 12 - †Joe Schuster 

 Wednesday, April 13 - †William Haggerty 

 Thursday, April 14 - †John Lynch 

 Friday, April 15 - †Neoma and Ken Dumond 

 Saturday, April 16 - Mass For The People 

 Sunday, April 17 - 9 a.m. - †George Zirnhelt 

  11a.m. - †Leo and Marion Reding 

Mass Intentions 
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FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 
St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 
651-406-4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Hearing and Vision Aids Available for Mass 
If you find it hard to hear at Mass, or your ability to 
participate is inhibited by difficulty reading the hymnal or 
worship aids, we can help with that. Please see one of our 
friendly ushers and let them know of your need. We have 
hearing devices and magnifiers available for you to use 
while you are here. Thank you. 

Hearing and Vision Aids 

Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass until 7 p.m. 
 

Matthew 26:40-41—Jesus said to Peter: 

“Could you not watch 

with me one hour? 

Watch and pray.” 
 

For more information please contact 

Jane Vasiliou at 

651-454-5292 

or 

jvasiliou@comcast.net 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Spring is a sign of new life! Bring new life into your 

marriage by registering for the Marriage Encounter held 

on Saturday and Sunday, April 23 and 24. 

 

Weekends are held at Mt. Olivet Conference and Retreat 
Center in Farmington. Visit www.marriages.org 

or call 651-454-3238 to register or for more 

information. 

Marriage Encounter 

Nativity Grandparents Apostolate 

of Ss. Joachim and Anne 

All grandparents are invited to a time of enrichment, 
encouragement, prayer and fellowship on Monday, April 
18, at Nativity of Our Lord Parish, 1900 Wellesley 
Avenue, in St. Paul. Fr. Lenny Andrie, of St. Joseph’s in 
West St. Paul, will present “Practical Tips for Positive 
Influence in the Life of Children and Grandchildren.” 
Sign up at 8:45 a.m. in Nativity’s lower level (located at 
Stanford and Prior Avenue South). There is wheel chair 
access on Stanford. Daily Mass is at 8:15 a.m. for those 
interested. Refreshments will be served. Contact Lilee 
Perera at 651-696-5401 for further information. 

Financial Aid Available 

For Faithful Shepherd 

Financial Aid Applications Due April 16 
Our parish school, Faithful Shepherd Catholic School, has 

over $100,000 available in aid for families in 
need of financial assistance as part of an 
ongoing commitment to provide a Catholic 
education for all who seek one. The deadline to 
apply for financial aid for the 2016-2017 school 
year is April 16. If you are interested in learning 

more about financial aid availability, please call the 
school at 651-406-4747. We’re proud of our vibrant, faith
-filled community at Faithful Shepherd, and we invite you 
to become a part of it.  

Peter Pan, Jr. Performance 

At Faithful Shepherd 

The Middle School at Faithful Shepherd Catholic School 
will be performing Disney’s Peter Pan, Jr. on May 9, at 7 

p.m. and May 10, at 1 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
Ticket order forms will be available at the 
parishes and on the school website 
starting on April 16. Adult tickets are $4, 
student tickets are $2, and children under 
5 are free. There will also be 

opportunities to purchase candy bars after Masses on the 
weekend of April 16 & 17 to support the musical costs 
and a chance to win front row seats. Chocolate bars are $2 
each or three for $5. Come support our school and enjoy a 
night of childhood adventure! 
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God’s Journey With Us: Retreat with Fr. Tony 

Kilroy 
Fr. Tony Kilroy, OP, will be using themes from scripture 
for a retreat from April 29 to May 1, at the Villa Maria 
Center, 29847 County 2 Blvd, Frontenac, 11 miles south 
of Red Wing. This is a spirit led weekend of preaching, 
healing prayer, quiet and celebration. All are welcome. 
For more information, please call Jean MacFarland or Bill 
Keatts at 952-894-2033. 

Journey to Wholeness 

Divine Mercy Conference at the Shrine of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe 
The Queen of the Americas Guild, along with the Shrine 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe in La Crosse, Wisconsin, is 
pleased to announce a two day conference at the Shrine 
on July 29 and 30. The theme of this year’s conference is 
"Divine Mercy and the Freedom of Religion,” a topic that 
is on the forefront of debate in today's society. 
 
Highlights of the conference will include Mass and dinner 
with keynote speaker, His Eminence Raymond Leo 
Cardinal Burke, Cardinal Patron of the Sovereign Military 
Order of Malta and founder of the Shrine. Others on the 
panel of presenters will include Fr. Seraphim Michalenko, 
MIC, former Rector of the National Shrine of the Divine 
Mercy, Rev. David Pignato of St. John’s Seminary in 
Boston, and Grammy nominated Catholic singer/
songwriter, Marty Rotella. 
 
The conference will be an excellent opportunity to 
enhance your faith and learn more about Divine Mercy, 
the miracle of Our Lady of Guadalupe and the Shrine in 
La Crosse. In addition to informational speakers, the 
schedule will include Mass each day, group rosary prayer, 
and time for personal reflection. 
 
A hotel and conference package will be offered. Space 
will be limited and area hotel rooms will be in short 
supply. Make your reservations now! For further 
information,  call the  Queen of the Americas Guild at 
6 3 0 - 5 8 4 - 1 8 2 2  o r  r e g i s t e r  o n l i n e  a t 
www.queenoftheamericasguild.org. 

Cardinal Burke to Speak at 

Divine Mercy Conference Have you thought about becoming a priest? 
Jesus Christ, High Priest forever, still calls men to share 

in His priesthood. Have you heard a call to 
the priesthood? Would you like to learn 
more about it? This retreat takes place at St. 
Charles Borromeo Catholic Church, 2739 
Stinson Blvd. in Minneapolis, on Saturday, 
April 16 and 23, from 8 to 11 a.m. 
 

No registration or fee is required and it includes Mass, 
refreshments and discussion led by Fr. David Blume, 
Director of Vocations. Visit www.10000vocations.org or 
call the Office of Vocations at 651-962-6890 for more 
information. 

Men’s Discernment Retreat 

Collection on April 24, 2016 
The Church has great needs around the world, and the 
United States is no exception. Over 40% of dioceses in 
the U.S, including New Ulm, Crookston and Duluth in 
Minnesota, face challenges due to priest shortages, lack of 
funds, remote geography, or impoverished parishes. The 
Catholic Home Missions Appeal provides for these needs 
through grants for projects that strengthen the faith of the 
people through evangelization, catechesis, ministry 
formation, and other areas of faith development. In 
addition, a portion of this appeal will help the African 
American and Native American communities with similar 
spiritual and material challenges through the Black and 
Indian Mission Office. And you can help! Your support 
of this collection on April 24, will strengthen the Church 
and help your neighbors here in Minnesota and the United 
States. 

Home Missions Appeal 

We have almost reached our goal!! The parish is only 
$3,000 away from our goal of $42,927. Thank you to 
everyone who has already contributed to the Catholic 
Services Appeal. Help us reach our goal and thus earn 
back 25% of your appeal donations. If you have not yet 
turned in your pledge card, please do so through the 
Sunday collections or mail to the parish. Additional forms 
are available on the information counter in the gathering 
space, as well as in the parish office. 

Catholic Services Appeal 




