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Church of 

ST. PETER 
MENDOTA 

1405 Highway 13  PO Box 50679  Mendota MN 55150-0679 

April 3, 2016 
Second Sunday of Easter and 

Divine Mercy Sunday 
 

OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

God’s gifts and blessings.  

 

OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and 

heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 

generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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My dear friends, 
 
Today is Divine Mercy Sunday. This special feast was 
inaugurated by St. John Paul II in October of 2000, who, 
on the same day, canonized Sr. Faustina Kowalska, a 
Polish nun through whom the Lord had chosen to spread 
His message of mercy. In her prayer, Jesus revealed to St. 
Faustina that His heart was filled with sadness, because 
the world did not yet understand or appreciate the 
immense gift of His Mercy, which He ached to pour out 
on all humankind. 
 
In one of her diary entries she records this particular 
message from the Lord: 
 

“Let the greatest sinners place their trust in My 
mercy. Tell aching humankind to draw close to My 
merciful Heart . . . Happy is the soul that during its 
lifetime immersed itself in the Fountain of (My) 
Mercy . . .” 
 
“Tell souls where they are to look for help and 
relief: that is, in the Tribunal of Mercy [the 
sacrament of reconciliation]. There the greatest 
miracles take place . . . To [take advantage] of this 
miracle it suffices to come with faith to the feet of 
My representative (the priest) and to reveal to him 
one’s misery, and the miracle of Divine Mercy will 
be fully demonstrated. The miracle of Divine 
Mercy restores that soul (completely). 
 
When you go to confession . . . the Blood and 
Water which came forth from My heart, always 
flows down upon your soul and ennobles it. When 
you approach the confessional, know this, that I 
Myself am waiting there for you. I am only hidden 
by the priest, but I Myself act in your soul. Here the 
misery of the soul meets the God of mercy. Make 
your confession before Me. The person of the Priest 
is, for Me, only a screen. Never analyze what sort 
of a priest it is that I am making use of; open your 
soul in confession as you would to Me, and I will 
fill it with My light.” 

 
As we celebrate the Easter Season, we celebrate one of 
the greatest gifts of the Risen Lord: the gift of His Mercy. 
We need this gift of Jesus every day as we battle with sin 
and struggle with our weaknesses. Thanks to the power 
and presence of the Risen Christ, sin does not have the 
last word.   It  is  never  a  final  failure  in  which  we  are 

Reflections from  

our Pastor 

hopelessly mired.  Because of Jesus’ death and resurrec-
tion, a new love can spring from every failure; we can rise 
again after every fall. 
 
To celebrate this wonderful gift of Jesus’ Mercy, our 
Church of St. Peter is hosting a regional Divine Mercy 
Celebration this afternoon. Confession will be available 
beginning at 2 p.m., followed by a Divine Mercy Prayer 
Service at 3 p.m. All are welcome. I hope you’ll be able 
to come. 
 
God love you, 
 
 
 
 
 
Fr. Steven 

Sincere Sympathy 

Our new bishop has been announced! 
Pope Francis has formally named Archbishop Bernard A. 
Hebda as the new leader of the Archdiocese of St. Paul 
and Minneapolis. To learn more about this exciting 
announcement, please visit www.TheCatholicSpirit.com/
newabp and www.archspm.org/newabp. 

We Have Our New Bishop 

Wake Up Sleeping Beauty! You’ve Already Been 
Kissed! 
Ladies, join WINE, in partnership with the Office of 
Evangelization and Catechesis, as we welcome a woman 
who is ON FIRE with the Holy Spirit, internationally 
renowned Catholic speaker, teacher and retreat leader, Dr. 
Carol Razza. 
The conference will take place on Thursday, April 14, 
from 7 to 10 p.m. at the Royal Cliff Banquet and 
Conference Center in Eagan. The cost is $30. Register at 
www.catholicvineyard.com. 

WINE: Women in the New 

Evangelization 

St. Peter’s Parish extends its sympathy to the 
family and friends of Mary Brady, Neal Black and 

Jack Eddy. We invite all to join us in 
praying that God may make them all 
sharers in eternal salvation. 
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Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation (RE/FF) 

Vocation as a Permanent Deacon 

A four part permanent diaconate inquiry series for 
married or single men, between the ages of 30 and 59, 
will take place at the St. Paul Seminary, 2115 Summit 
Ave, St. Paul, on April 5, 12 and 19, from 6:30 to 9 p.m., 
and on April 30, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 
In this series, discerners and their wives, if applicable, 
will learn about the Vocation of the Permanent Diaconate, 
including: What is the diaconate? Who can become a 
deacon? What does a deacon do? What roles do the wife 
and family have? How do you discern and respond to the 
Lord’s call? If you have questions, please contact Deacon 
Russ Kocemba at kocemba@msn.com or 952-933-3660. 
Registration is required. Contact Shellee Leif at 
sjleif@stthomas.edu or 651-962-6891. 

Pastoral Ministry 

All High School Youth Are Welcome 
Coming up on Sunday, April 10th, all high school youth 
are invited to join us for youth group! We will meet from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. in the Youth Room. For more information, 
c o n t a c t  E l i z a b e t h  M c C a n n a  a t 
emccanna@stpetersmendota.org. 

Youth Group 

REFF Registration 

Registration for 2016- 2017  
All families should have received registration information 
via email for the 2016-2017 religious education classes.  
Information is also available on the information counter 
in the gathering space outside the coat room. Please 
remember the registration deadline of May 15. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the RE office at 
651-905-4311 or kraible@stpetersmendota.org. 

An Interdenominational Coalition of South Suburban 
Churches Presents the first in a 5-week series: 

 
GROWING THROUGH LOSS 

 

With Sandie Williams, the Retired Pastoral Care  
Minister at St. John Neumann Catholic Church 

 
Sandie will speak on “The Grief Journey” on Tuesday, 
April 5, in Heritage Center. Support groups will be 
facilitated by trained leaders. 
 

This program is offered to any adult experiencing a loss 
or major crisis, and to pastoral ministers, for example 
Befrienders and Stephen Ministers. 
 

Registration starts at 6:30 p.m., the speaker starts at 7 
p.m., and the support groups begin at 8 p.m. A suggested 
donation per session is $3. 
 

For additional information, call 651-452-8261 or e-mail 
growingthroughloss@gmail.com. 

Growing Through Loss RE For Grades 1-8 
Classes resume on Wednesday, April 6, at both the 4:30 
and 6:30 sessions for grades 1-8. 

Please be aware that all children in second grade must 
prepare for their sacraments at their parish. Even if your 
child is in a Catholic school, he or she must be registered 
for the Wednesday night program. If your child will be in 
second grade next year, and you wish to have him or her 
in the First Reconciliation and First Communion program, 
please register prior to May 15. Children must receive the 
sacrament of Reconciliation prior to First Communion. 

First Reconciliation and First 

Communion 2016-2017 

Next Sunday, April 10, is our last day of Liturgy of the 
Word for Children for the school year. We give a very 
special “thank you” to our adult leaders and the 
confirmation students who assisted with the small groups 
this year. We continually have need for leaders in this 
ministry. Please contact Kathy Raible at 651-905-4311 if 
you would like to learn more about volunteering for our 
next program year. 

Last Children’s Liturgy 
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The monks at Saint Hippolytus Abbey have been 
distilling their “elixir of happiness” since they settled in 
America hundreds of years ago. But with the onset of 
Prohibition, the civil authorities will stop at nothing to 
purify the country from the evils of alcohol. What will 
this band of brothers do to maintain their “pious” way of 
life? 
The show runs Friday, April 22 through Sunday, April 24 
at the University of St. Thomas BEC Auditorium. Tickets 
are required, but are FREE at www.spstheatre.org OR 
join us for the Sunday afternoon show. Pastoral ministry 
has a limited number of tickets available for those who 
would like to board a bus at St. Peter’s at 1:15 p.m. for 
the 2 p.m. show. Buses will depart UST immediately 
following the play. Tickets are free, but free will 
donations will be accepted to help cover the cost of the 
bus. To reserve your spot on the bus, contact Lisa Amos 
at 651-905-4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

St. Paul Seminary Presents: 

Moonshine Abbey 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 

Do you have a special talent? 
So many of you have given your time and talent 
throughout the year to make St. Peter’s the wonderful 
parish that it is. We would like to give you an opportunity 
to showcase a different type of talent. So this year, the 
appreciation dinner will include a talent show. Perhaps 
you play the piano or can dance an Irish jig. 
 

The dinner-talent show is on Saturday, May 14, following 
the 5 pm Mass. Spots are limited, so sign up now if you 

wish to be IN the talent show. Adults only, please. The 
volunteer appreciation dinner is for all parishioners who 
have given of their time or talent to St. Peter’s throughout 
the year. If you would like to share your “other talent” 
with us, please contact Anne O’Keefe at 
aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org or at 651-905-4308.  

Boy Scouts will clean our cemetery 
Weather permitting, the Boy Scouts will be cleaning up 
the cemetery on Saturday, April 9. All Christmas and 
winter decorations will be removed at that time. If you 
have a planter or any decorations that you would like to 
save, please remove it prior to Saturday. 

Cemetery Spring Cleaning 

St. Peter’s Red Cross Blood Drive 

Make an appointment to save a life.  
You can sign up for a donation appointment by going to 

www.redcrossblood.org, enter zip code 
55120, and schedule an appointment. You 
can also call Sandra at 651-452-1844. There 
will also be a chance to sign up after the 9 
and 11 a.m. Masses on Sunday, April 17. 

St. Peter’s Women’s Golf League 

Women’s Golf League starting in May 
Ladies, you have an opportunity to join a very friendly 
group known as St. Peter’s Women’s Golf League. We 
will have a get acquainted lunch on Thursday, May 5, 
before we start to play on Thursday, May 12. We play 
every Thursday until September 8, at Highland 9 Golf 
Course, 1797 Edgcumbe Road in St. Paul. The first tee 
time is 8:48 a.m. 
 

If you would like more information, please call Judy 
Hillstead at 651-454-2775 or Joan Schlagel at 651-454-
4745. 

CCW Plant Card Sales 

Gerten’s Plant Cards  
It’s time to start thinking of spring plants and summer 
gardens. St. Peter’s Council of Catholic Women will 
again be selling Gerten plant cards during the months of 
April and May. Stop by the table in the gathering space to 
purchase your plant cards. They will be available after 
each of the weekend Masses. 

Feed My Starving Children 

During this Year of Mercy, we are called to perform 
corporal and spiritual works of mercy. We invite you to 
join us to feed the hungry at a meal packing event at 
FMSC, on Tuesday, April 12, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. FMSC 
is located at 990 Lone Oak Road, Suite 136, in Eagan. 
Space can be limited, so if you are interested in joining us 
in this, or future food packing events, please contact Paul 
or Peggy Hirsch at 651-431-1832 or at 
phirsch651@aol.com. 
The last time Feed My Starving Children ministry 
members came together with others in the community, we 
assembled 14,408 meals, enough to feed 67 children for a 
full year! 



Monday, April 4 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 6 pm St Paul Civic Symphony, Heritage Center 
 7 pm Boy Scout Meeting, Ravoux Room 
Tuesday, April 5 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:30 am Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 
  until 7 pm, Historic Church 
 9:45 am Women’s Bible Study, Ravoux Room 
 7 pm Growing Through Loss Series, Heritage  
  Center 
Wednesday, April 6 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:30 am CCW Board Meeting, Conference Room 1 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Ravoux Room 
 4:30 pm REFF Grades 1-5, Classrooms 
 6:30 pm REFF Grades 1-8, Classrooms 
 6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
 7 pm Teaching Parish Committee, Conference  
  Room 1 
Thursday, April 7 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Classroom 5 
 7 pm Fall Festival Meeting, Community Room 
Friday, April 8 
 8 am Confessions, Main Church  

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:30 am Small Faith Group, Ravoux Room 
 6 pm FSCS Pizza Bingo Night, Faithful   
  Shepherd Catholic School Gym 
Saturday, April 9 
 9 and 10:30 am 

  Alcoholics Anonymous, Classrooms 2, 4 
 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 
 3:30 pm Confessions, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass 

  CCW Plant Card Sale, Gathering Space 
Sunday, April 10 
 8:30 and 10:30 am 

  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
 9 am Mass, Main Church 

 9 am Sunday School, Classrooms 
 9 and 11 am 
  Liturgy of the Word for Children, Heritage 
  Center 
 10 am Confirmation Class, Classrooms 
 11 am Mass, Main Church  

 After Masses 

  CCW Plant Card Sale, Gathering Space 
 6:30 pm Youth Group, Youth Room 

The Week of April 4 Parish Pastoral Council 

Lance Miller, Chair ................................... 952-432-6957 
Joseph Towle, Vice-Chair ......................... 651-683-9250 
Paul Hirsch, Secretary ............................... 651-431-1832 
Mary Pat Ferraro ....................................... 651-454-1091 
Anne Hallgren ........................................... 651-702-6465 
Sarah Larsen ............................................. 612-384-1474 
Maria Schwartz ......................................... 651-452-1796 
Alice Sheeler ............................................. 651-457-8119 
Nancy Stanton ........................................... 651-686-9009 
Parish Pastoral Council Voice Mailbox:  
 ............................................................... 651-905-4309 

Parish Pastoral Council Email: 
ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 

 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio .............................................. 651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie ............................................. 651-365-1334 

Readings for the  

Week of April 3 

Sunday: Acts 5:12-16/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24/ 

  Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19/Jn 20:19-31 

Monday:  Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-11/Heb 10:4-10/

  Lk 1:26-38 

Tuesday:  Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1-2, 5/Jn 3:7b-15 

Wednesday:  Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-9/Jn 3:16-21 

Thursday:  Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2, 9, 17-20/Jn 3:31-36 

Friday:   Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Jn 

  6:1-15 

Saturday:  Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19/Jn 6:16-

  21 

Next Sunday:  Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41/Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13/

  Rv 5:11-14/Jn 21:1-19 or 21:1-14 
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The following are the intentions remembered by 
the priest at Mass:  
 

 Monday, April 4– †Elia Leece 

 Tuesday, April 5 - †Tony Adrian 

 Wednesday, April 6 †Jack McCauley 

 Thursday, April 7 - Dorothy Thalhuber 

 Friday, April 8 - †George Zirnhelt 

 Saturday, April 9 - †Richard Gangl 

 Sunday, April 10 - 9 a.m. - †Richard Dugan 

  11a.m. - Mass For The People 

Mass Intentions 
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FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 
St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 
651-406-4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Hearing and Vision Aids Available for Mass 
If you find it hard to hear at Mass, or your ability to 
participate is inhibited by difficulty reading the hymnal or 
worship aids, we can help with that. Please see one of our 
friendly ushers and let them know of your need. We have 
hearing devices and magnifiers available for you to use 
while you are here. Thank you. 

Hearing and Vision Aids 

Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass until 7 p.m. 
 

Matthew 26:40-41—Jesus said to Peter: 

“Could you not watch 

with me one hour? 

Watch and pray.” 
 

For more information please contact 

Jane Vasiliou at 

651-454-5292 

or 

jvasiliou@comcast.net 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Spring is a sign of new life! Bring new life into your 

marriage by registering for the Marriage Encounter held 
on Saturday and Sunday, April 23 and 24. 

 

Weekends are held at Mt. Olivet Conference and Retreat 

Center in Farmington. Visit www.marriages.org 

or call 651-454-3238 to register or for more 

information. 

Marriage Encounter 

Nativity Grandparents Apostolate 

of Ss. Joachim and Anne 

All grandparents are invited to a time of enrichment, 
encouragement, prayer and fellowship on Monday, April 
18, at Nativity of Our Lord Parish, 1900 Wellesley 
Avenue, in St. Paul. Fr. Lenny Andrie, of St. Joseph’s in 
West St. Paul, will present Practical Tips for Positive 
Influence in the Life of Children and Grandchildren. Sign 
up at 8:45 a.m. in Nativity’s lower level (located at 
Stanford and Prior Avenue South). There is wheel chair 
access on Stanford. Daily Mass is at 8:15 a.m. for those 
interested. Refreshments will be served. Contact Lilee 
Perera at 651-696-5401 for further information. 

Note From Ms. Shimshock 

We are an Easter people, filled with hope of the joy and 
blessings that the risen Christ can bring. I love the way Fr. 
Tim closes each of his Masses. “The Mass is never ended, 
we need to go out and serve the Lord always.” So too, we 
need to be a people of Easter always, filled with the hope 
and joy of the risen Christ. For this next 50 days of 
Easter, let our actions show this to be true. Hope is a 
beautiful thing! Happy Easter! Jesus said, “All things can 
be done for the one who believes.” Mark 9:23. 

 

Our students were creating moments filled with hope for 
the future, as well as learning about the past during the 
month of March. The third grade students presented their 
research on a famous person, wrote a short summary and 
also prepared an oral presentation on their Wax Museum 
projects. These students learned about writers, athletes 
and business entrepreneurs. These presentations were 
given to parents, as well as other FSCS students. They 
were wonderful! The fourth graders shared their 
inventions at our FSCS Invention Convention. In this 
project, students learned about the invention process, 
researched information about patents and even met a 
patent attorney, while creating their own invention to 
solve a problem. Some of these clever inventions included 
a retainer hanger, a new and improved basketball whistle, 
gardening tools and so much more. These students give 
me hope that our world will be a better place with them in 
it.  
 
Easter Blessings, 
Ms. Shimshock 
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Jubilee Year of Mercy 

God’s Journey With Us: Retreat with Fr. Tony 

Kilroy 
Fr. Tony Kilroy, OP, will be using themes from scripture 
for a retreat from April 29 to May 1, at the Villa Maria 
Center, 29847 County 2 Blvd, Frontenac, 11 miles south 
of Red Wing. This is a spirit led weekend of preaching, 
healing prayer, quiet and celebration. All are welcome. 
For more information, please call Jean MacFarland or Bill 
Keatts at 952-894-2033. 

Journey to Wholeness 

Divine Mercy Conference at the Shrine of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe 
The Queen of the Americas Guild, along with the Shrine 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe in La Crosse, Wisconsin, is 
pleased to announce a two day conference at the Shrine 
on July 29 and 30. The theme of this year’s conference is 
"Divine Mercy and the Freedom of Religion,” a topic that 
is on the forefront of debate in today's society. 
 
Highlights of the conference will include Mass and dinner 
with keynote speaker, His Eminence Raymond Leo 
Cardinal Burke, Cardinal Patron of the Sovereign Military 
Order of Malta and founder of the Shrine. Others on the 
panel of presenters will include Fr. Seraphim Michalenko, 
MIC, former Rector of the National Shrine of the Divine 
Mercy, Rev. David Pignato of St. John’s Seminary in 
Boston, and Grammy nominated Catholic singer/
songwriter, Marty Rotella. 
 
The conference will be an excellent opportunity to 
enhance your faith and learn more about Divine Mercy, 
the miracle of Our Lady of Guadalupe and the Shrine in 
La Crosse. In addition to informational speakers, the 
schedule will include Mass each day, group rosary prayer, 
and time for personal reflection. 
 
A hotel and conference package will be offered. Space 
will be limited and area hotel rooms will be in short 
supply. Make your reservations now! For further 
information,  call the  Queen of the Americas Guild at 
6 3 0 - 5 8 4 - 1 8 2 2  o r  r e g i s t e r  o n l i n e  a t 
www.queenoftheamericasguild.org. 

Cardinal Burke to Speak at 

Divine Mercy Conference 

Pope Francis asks us to “live this Year in the light of the 
Lord’s words: ‘Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful.’”(cf. Lk 6:36) Participate throughout the year by 
making a pilgrimage to a Holy Door at the Cathedral of 
St. Paul or Basilica of Saint Mary, regularly receiving the 
sacrament of Reconciliation, performing corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy, and participating in the 
#MercyWorks video challenge. Find additional ways to 
pray, learn and act at www.archspm.org/Mercy. 

Have you thought about becoming a priest? 
Jesus Christ, High Priest forever, still calls men to share 

in His priesthood. Have you heard a call to 
the priesthood? Would you like to learn 
more about it? This retreat takes place at St. 
Charles Borromeo Catholic Church, 2739 
Stinson Blvd. in Minneapolis, on Saturday, 
April, 9, 16 and 23, from 8 to 11 a.m. 
 

No registration or fee is required and it includes Mass, 
refreshments and discussion led by Fr. David Blume, 
Director of Vocations. Visit www.10000vocations.org or 
call the Office of Vocations at 651-962-6890 for more 
information. 

Men’s Discernment Retreat 

Women’s Discernment Retreat 

Have you thought about entering into the 

consecrated life?  
Join us for a retreat day focused to provide a deeper 

understanding of consecrated life. Women, 
ages 18 to 30 are invited. Please join us on 
Saturday, April 2, from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
at Nativity of Mary Catholic Church, 9900 
Lyndale Avenue South, Bloomington. 
Registration is required. Lunch will be 

provided. Cost is a free will donation. To register, please 
contact the Office of Vocations by March 25 at 651-962-
6890 or patty.mcquillan@stthomas.edu. 




