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My dear friends, 
 
With all my heart, I wish you and your families a blessed 
Easter day, filled with joyful “Alleluias,” as we celebrate, 
once again, the Gift of salvation through our Lord, Jesus 
Christ. 
 
It’s wonderful how our celebration of the Resurrection in 
the Easter Season coincides with the Season of Spring, at 
least for those fortunate enough to live in the northern 
hemisphere. When the snow melts, we feel less confined. 
The warmer weather lifts our spirits. We are glad we have 
survived another Minnesota winter. All around us nature 
is waking up from its winter sleep to begin another cycle 
of new life and new beginnings. Brown fields quickly 
give way to green meadows. Trees and shrubs begin 
unfolding their leaves, transforming our Minnesota 
woodlands into lush green sanctuaries for birds, animals, 
hikers and campers. Everywhere flower seedlings are 
breaking through the rain-soaked ground, eager to delight 
us once again with their colorful displays. 
 
Our Easter Season celebrates a more wonderful and 
beautiful springtime: the Springtime of Grace, ushered in 
by Jesus Christ, through His death and Resurrection.  
Through our Baptism, the Sacrament of New Life, the 
risen life of Christ is shared and given to us. With our 
hearts cleansed and renewed by His Blood, each of us is 
called to allow the Christ Life in us to blossom outward in 
acts of love, hope, patience, gentleness, forgiveness, 
humility and generosity. Each of our Christ-like lives 
manifest and announce the newness that is possible when 
a person opens their heart to the power of Jesus.  
Wherever there are people who live in Christ, and Christ 
in them, a new Springtime of Grace will always be 
possible. 
 
In every victory over sin, Christ is risen! When doubts 
give way to faith and trust in God, Christ is risen! When 
discouragement surrenders to hope in God, Christ is 
Risen! When hurts are healed and offenses forgiven, 
Christ is Risen! Whenever someone continues to give 
their life in love through hardships, suffering and 
persecution, Christ is risen! When the stranger is seen and 
embraced as a brother or a sister, Christ is Risen! When 
the poor, the orphan, the forgotten and the suffering find a 
place in our hearts and our lives, Christ is Risen! 
 
Resurrection has been the very purpose of our Lent. Each 
generous commitment to prayer, alms giving and fasting 
helps us  live  more freely and fully in the resurrected  life 

Reflections from  

our Pastor 

of Jesus. It is right that we celebrate all these victories of 
God’s grace, expressing our gratitude in joyful 
“Alleluias!” May God continue to help us become more 
and more in all things, His Easter People.  
 
God love you, 
 
 
 
 
 
Fr. Steven 

Wake Up Sleeping Beauty! You’ve Already Been 
Kissed! 
Ladies, join WINE, in partnership with the Office of 
Evangelization and Catechesis, as we welcome a woman 
who is ON FIRE with the Holy Spirit, internationally 
renowned Catholic speaker, teacher and retreat leader, Dr. 
Carol Razza. 
The conference will take place on Thursday, April 14, 
from 7 to 10 p.m. at  Royal Cliff Banquet and Conference 
Center, Eagan. Cost is $25 before March 17, $30 after. 
Register at www.catholicvineyard.com. 

WINE: Women in the New 

Evangelization 
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Parish Office Hours 

The parish office will close at 12 noon on Good Friday, 

March 25, and will be closed all day on Monday, March 
28. We will have regular office hours Tuesday through 

Friday. Have a happy and blessed Easter holiday! 

Marriage Encounter 

Spring is a sign of new life! Bring new life into your 

marriage by registering for the Marriage Encounter held 

on Saturday and Sunday, April 23 and 24. 
 

Weekends are held at Mt. Olivet Conference and Retreat 

Center in Farmington. Visit www.marriages.org or call 

651-454-3238 to register or for more information. 

Vocation as a Permanent Deacon 

A four part permanent diaconate inquiry series for 

married or single men, between the ages of 30 and 59 

years old, will take place at the St. Paul Seminary, 2115 

Summit Ave, St. Paul, on April 5, 12 and 19, from 6:30 to 

9 p.m., and on April 30, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 

In this series, discerners and their wives, if applicable, 
will learn about the Vocation of the Permanent Diaconate, 

including: What is the diaconate? Who can become a 

deacon? What does a deacon do? What roles do the wife 
and family have? How do you discern and respond to the 

Lord’s call? If you have questions, please contact Deacon 

Russ Kocemba at kocemba@msn.com or 952-933-3660. 

Registration is required. Contact Shellee Leif at 
sjleif@stthomas.edu or 651-962-6891. 



Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord Page 4 

Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation (RE/FF) 

Thank you for helping Neighbors, Inc. during the March 
Minnesota FoodShare Drive. Special grocery bags will 
still be available as you leave Mass today. All donations 
are due by April 3. 

A bit of mercy makes the world less  
cold and more just. 

 
-Pope Francis- 

Neighbors, Inc. 

High School Youth 

Join us for Lifeline ! 
All high school youth are invited to join Father Steven on 
Saturday, April 2, from 5 to 10 p.m. for Lifeline. 
Lifeline, an evening designed for Catholic teens, includes 
a youth Mass, speaker, and praise and worship. This 
month features Bishop Andrew Cozens and is all about 
temptation and reconciliation. Join Father, your friends 
and 1,000 or more Catholic teens from around Minnesota. 
To sign up,  contact  Kathy Raible at 
kraible@stpetersmendota.org. 

Pastoral Ministry 

God’s Journey With Us: Retreat with Fr. Tony 
Kilroy 
Fr. Tony Kilroy, OP, will be using themes from scripture 
for a retreat from April 29 to May 1, at the Villa Maria 
Center, 29847 County 2 Blvd, Frontenac, 11 miles south 
of Red Wing. This is a spirit led weekend of preaching, 
healing prayer, quiet and celebration. All are welcome. 
For more information, please call Jean MacFarland or Bill 
Keatts at 952-894-2033. 

Journey to Wholeness 

We don’t know who. We don’t when. But we do know 
who we’ll tell first…you! Follow The Catholic Spirit for 
the best coverage when our new archbishop is named. Go 
to www.TheCatholicSpirit.com/NewAbp and sign up to 
choose how you want to hear the news. 

Be Among the First We Tell 

Registration for 2016- 2017  
Please be aware that in the next week or two, you will 
receive registration information via email for the 2016-
2017 religious education classes. If you have not been 
receiving monthly Religious Education Newsletters, 
please contact Kathy Raible and give her your email 
address. This is the most efficient way for you to receive 
all Religious Education/Faith Formation information. If 
you have any questions, please contact the RE office at 
651-905-4311 or kraible@stpetersmendota.org. 

Religious Education  

Faith Formation Registration 

Please note that we do not have classes for Grades 1-8 on 
Wednesday, March 30, due to many of the schools being 
on spring break. Classes will resume on April 6. If you 
have any questions, please contact Kathy Raible at 
kraible@stpetersmendota.org or 651-905-4311. 

No Religious Ed Classes 

An Interdenominational Coalition of South Suburban 
Churches Presents 

 
GROWING THROUGH LOSS 

With Sandie Williams 
Retired Pastoral Care Minister 

St. John Neumann Catholic Church 
 

Sandie will speak on “The Grief Journey” on Tuesday, 
April 5, in Heritage Center. There will be support groups 
facilitated by trained leaders. 
 

This program is offered to any adult experiencing a loss 
or major crisis, and to pastoral ministers, for example 
Befrienders and Stephen Ministers. 
 

Registration starts at 6:30 p.m.; speaker starts at 7:00. the 
support groups begin at 8:00. Suggested donation per 
session is $3. 
 

For additional information, call 651-452-8261 or e-mail 
growingthroughloss@gmail.com. 

Growing Through Loss 



Monday, March 28 

Parish office closed today 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 6 pm St Paul Civic Symphony, Heritage Center 
 7 pm Boy Scout Meeting, Ravoux Room 
Tuesday, March 29 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:30 am Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 
  until 7 pm, Historic Church 
 9:45 am Women’s Bible Study, Ravoux Room 
Wednesday, March 30 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Ravoux Room 
Thursday, March 31 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:30 am Potluck Birthday Breakfast, Heritage  
  Center 

 6:30 pm CCW, Speaker on Police Administration  
  and Ethics, Heritage Center 
 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
Friday, April 1 

 8 am Confessions, Main Church  

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:30 am Anointings, Historic Church 
Saturday, April 2 

 9 and 10:30 am 

  Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 
 3:30 pm Confessions, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 5 pm Lifeline Gather, Youth Room 
 After Mass 

  New Parishioner Registration, Gathering  
  Space 
Sunday, April 3 

 8:30 and 10:30 am 

  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
 9 & 11 am 
  Liturgy of the Word for Children, Heritage 
  Center 
 9 am Mass, Main Church 

 9 am Sunday School, Classrooms 
 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 After Masses 

  New Parishioner Registration, Gathering  
  Space 
  Hospitality Sunday, Heritage Center 
 2 pm Divine Mercy Sunday Service, Main  

  Church 

 

The Week of March 28 Parish Pastoral Council 

Lance Miller, Chair ................................... 952-432-6957 
Joseph Towle, Vice-Chair ......................... 651-683-9250 
Paul Hirsch, Secretary ............................... 651-431-1832 
Mary Pat Ferraro ....................................... 651-454-1091 
Anne Hallgren ........................................... 651-702-6465 
Sarah Larsen ............................................. 612-384-1474 
Maria Schwartz ......................................... 651-452-1796 
Alice Sheeler ............................................. 651-457-8119 
Nancy Stanton ........................................... 651-686-9009 
Parish Pastoral Council Voice Mailbox:  
 ............................................................... 651-905-4309 

Parish Pastoral Council Email: 
ParishPastoralCouncil@stpetersmendota.org 

 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio .............................................. 651-452-3587 
Helen Wilkie ............................................. 651-365-1334 

Readings for the  

Week of March 27 

Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22

  -23/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9  

  or Lk 24:1-12 or Lk 24:13-35 

Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-11/Mt  

  28:8-15 

Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41/Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22/Jn  

  20:11-18 

Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10/Ps 105:1-4, 6-9/Lk 24:13-35 

Thursday: Acts 3:11-26/Ps 8:2, 5-9/Lk 24:35-48 

Friday:  Acts 4:1-12/Ps 118:1-2, 4, 22-27/Jn 21:1-

  14 

Saturday: Acts 4:13-21/Ps 118:1, 14-21/Mk 16:9-15 

Next Sunday: Acts 5:12-16/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24/ 

  Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19/Jn 20:19-31 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 
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The following are the intentions remembered by 
the priest at Mass:  
 

 Monday, March 28 - †Fr. Mathew Cherucheril 

 Tuesday, March 29 - †Scott Rabuse 

 Wednesday, March 30 - †Robert LeMay 

 Thursday, March 31 - †Mary & Jacob Ambalam 

 Friday, April 1 - †Paige Duncan 

 Saturday, April 2 - †Robert LeMay 

 Sunday, April 3 - 9 a.m. - †Claire Devereaux 

        11a.m. - Mass For The People 

Mass Intentions 
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FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER 
St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 
651-406-4747, www.fscsmn.org All grandparents are invited to a time of enrichment, 

encouragement, prayer and fellowship on Monday, April 
18, at Nativity of Our Lord Parish, 1900 Wellesley 
Avenue, in St. Paul. Fr. Lenny Andrie, of St. Joseph’s in 
West St. Paul, will present Practical Tips for Positive 
Influence in the Life of Children and Grandchildren. Sign 
up at 8:45 a.m. in Nativity’s lower level (located at 
Stanford and Prior Avenue South). There is wheel chair 
access on Stanford. Daily Mass is at 8:15 a.m. for those 
interested. Refreshments will be served. Contact Lilee 
Perera at 651-696-5401 for further information. 

Nativity Grandparents Apostolate 

of Ss. Joachim and Anne 

The monks at Saint Hippolytus Abbey have been 
distilling their “elixir of happiness” since they settled in 
America hundreds of years ago. But with the onset of 
Prohibition, the civil authorities will stop at nothing to 
purify the country from the evils of alcohol. What will 
this band of brothers do to maintain their “pious” way of 
life? 
The show runs Friday, April 22 through Sunday, April 24 
at the University of St. Thomas BEC Auditorium. Tickets 

are required, but are FREE at www.spstheatre.org OR 
join us for the Sunday afternoon show. Pastoral ministry 
has a limited number of tickets available for those who 
would like to board a bus at St. Peter’s at 1:15 p.m. for 
the 2 p.m. show. Buses will depart UST immediately 
following the play. Tickets are free, but free will 
donations will be accepted to help cover the cost of the 
bus. To reserve your spot on the bus, contact Lisa Amos 
at 651-905-4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

St. Paul Seminary Presents: 

Moonshine Abbey 

Do you have a special talent? 
So many of you have given your time and talent 
throughout the year to make St. Peter’s the wonderful 
parish that it is. We would like to give you an opportunity 
to showcase a different type of talent. So this year, the 
appreciation dinner will include a talent show. Perhaps 
you play the piano or can dance an Irish jig. 
 
The dinner-talent show is on Saturday, May 14, following 

the 5 pm Mass. Spots are limited, so sign up now if you 

wish to be IN the talent show. 

We are accepting adults only. The 
volunteer appreciation dinner is for 
all parishioners who have given of 
their time or talent to St. Peter’s 
throughout the year. If you would 

like to share your “other talent” with us, please email 
Anne O’Keefe at aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org or call 
her at 651-905-4308.  

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner Serra International is an organization with a USA Council 
and eight Serra Clubs in the Twin Cities region which are 
dedicated to promoting, fostering and preserving 
vocations to the priesthood and religious life by prayer 
and active vocation programs. The Airport Serra Club 
meets on the first and third Fridays of each month at St. 
Bonaventure Church, 901 East 90th Street in 
Bloomington, with noon Mass followed by lunch and a 
guest speaker.  
 
On April 1, our Mass celebrant and guest speaker will be 
Father Doug Ebert, pastor of St. John Neumann Church in 
Eagan. He was an airline pilot for many years until the 
Lord navigated him to new heights in his second career as 
a priest. Guests are always welcome, but you must make a 
reservation by the Tuesday before (March 29) to assure an 
adequate lunch count.  For more information or 

Father Ebert Coming to  

Serra Club 

St. Peter’s Red Cross Blood Drive 

“You can hold the power to save lives.” 
On Thursday, May 5, from 1 to 6 pm, St. Peter’s will host 

a Red Cross blood drive. Text “BloodApp” 
to 90999, or download it from the App 
Store. If you have questions, please call 
Sandy Brownlee at 651-452-1844. 
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Priest vs. Seminarian Basketball 

Pope Francis asks us to “live this Year in the light of the 
Lord’s words: ‘Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful.’”(cf. Lk 6:36) Participate throughout the year by 
making a pilgrimage to a Holy Door at the Cathedral of 
St. Paul or Basilica of Saint Mary, regularly receiving the 
sacrament of Reconciliation, performing corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy, and participating in the 
#MercyWorks video challenge. Find additional ways to 
pray, learn and act at www.archspm.org/Mercy. 

Jubilee Year of Mercy 

Divine Mercy Conference at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe 
The Queen of the Americas Guild, along with the Shrine 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe in La Crosse, Wisconsin, is 
pleased to announce a two day conference at the Shrine 
on July 29 and 30. The theme of this year’s conference is 
"Divine Mercy and the Freedom of Religion,” a topic that 
is on the forefront of debate in today's society. 
 
Highlights of the conference will include Mass and dinner 
with keynote speaker, His Eminence Raymond Leo 
Cardinal Burke, Cardinal Patron of the Sovereign Military 
Order of Malta and founder of the Shrine. Others on the 
panel of presenters will include Fr. Seraphim Michalenko, 
MIC, former Rector of the National Shrine of the Divine 
Mercy, Rev. David Pignato of St. John’s Seminary in 
Boston, and Grammy nominated Catholic singer/
songwriter, Marty Rotella. 
 
The conference will be an excellent opportunity to 
enhance your faith and learn more about Divine Mercy, 
the miracle of Our Lady of Guadalupe and the Shrine in 
La Crosse. In addition to informational speakers, the 
schedule will include Mass each day, group rosary prayer, 
and time for personal reflection. 
 
A hotel and conference package will be offered. Space 
will be limited and area hotel rooms will be in short 
supply. Make your reservations now! For further 
information,  call the  Queen of the Americas Guild at 
6 3 0 - 5 8 4 - 1 8 2 2  o r  r e g i s t e r  o n l i n e  a t 
www.queenoftheamericasguild.org. 

Cardinal Burke to Speak at 

Divine Mercy Conference 

Barbeque and Basketball Game 
Mark Friday, April 1, on your calendars for the 2016 

Archdiocesan Priest and Seminarian 
Basketball Tournament. Come watch the 
seminarians from the Saint Paul Seminary 
and Saint John Vianney College Seminary, 
as well as the priests of the Archdiocese. It’s 

free and open to the public. 
 
The barbeque starts at 5 p.m., and the games start at 6:30 
p.m. Visit thecatholicspirit.com/basketball to learn more. 

Have you thought about becoming a priest? 
Jesus Christ, High Priest forever, still calls men to share 

in His priesthood. Have you heard a call to 
the priesthood? Would you like to learn 
more about it? This retreat takes place at St. 
Charles Borromeo Catholic Church, 2739 
Stinson Blvd. in Minneapolis, on Saturday, 
April, 9, 16 and 23, from 8 to 11 a.m. 
 

No registration or fee is required and it includes Mass, 
refreshments and discussion led by Fr. David Blume, 
Director of Vocations. Visit www.10000vocations.org or 
call the Office of Vocations at 651-962-6890 for more 
information. 

Men’s Discernment Retreat 

Women’s Discernment Retreat 

Have you thought about entering into the 

consecrated life?  
Join us for a retreat day focused to provide a deeper 
understanding of consecrated life. Women, ages 18 to 30 

are invited. Please join us on Saturday, 
April 2, from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Nativity 
of Mary Catholic Church, 9900 Lyndale 
Avenue South, Bloomington. Registration is 
required. Lunch will be provided. Cost is a 
free will donation. To register, please 

contact the Office of Vocations by March 25 at 651-962-
6890 or patty.mcquillan@stthomas.edu. 




