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ST. PETER

MENDOTA

March 6, 2016
Fourth Sunday of Lent

OUR VISION

We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing
parish through our: expressions of faith and

worship, service to one another and the broader
community, welcoming new members, compassion
and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of
God’s gifts and blessings.

OUR MISSION

The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in
Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and
heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live
as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment
to continue this founding legacy, care for future
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God.

PASTOR:

Fr. Steven Hoffman ... 651-905-4305
Deacon Tim Hennesey............................651-905-4301
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE:

Lisa AMOS ..o 651-905-4304

BUSINESS MANAGER:
Mary Jubenville .............cccciii 651-905-4307

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/FAITH FORMATION:

Kathy Raible, Director.................ccccoiii 651-905-4311
Elizabeth McCanna, Youth Coordinator....... 651-905-4312
Beth Halbert, Sunday School Coordinator... 651-905-4313

Religious Education Information Line .......... 651-905-4314
MUSIC and LITURGY:

David Dunst, Director..........ccccccoovviiiiiinnnn 651-905-4323
COMMUNITY LIFE COORDINATOR:

Anne O’'Keefe.......c.coooiiiiiiii 651-905-4308
OFFICE STAFF:

Rita Holien, Bulletin-Website Coordinator....651-905-4302
Carolyn Rynders, Parish Assistant .............. 651-452-4550
MAINTENANCE:

Tom Deshler.........oooo 651-905-4322
John Raible ... 651-452-4550
Parish Office:.................c.oooiiiiie, 651-452-4550
Office Hours: .............. 8 am-4 pm Monday through Friday
Fax: ..o 651-456-0646
E-mail:.........................

Parish School: Faithful Shepherd FAITHFUL
651-406-4747, SHEPHERD

3355 Columbia Drive
Eagan, MN 55121

SUNDAY MASSES (all in the Main Church) FS
Saturday 5 pm
Sunday 9 am and 11 am

WEEKDAY MASSES (all in the Historic Church)

9 am Monday-Friday

HOLY DAYS As announced.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Fridays, 8 to 8:45 am and Saturdays 3:30 to 4:45 pm
and also any time by appointment.

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS
Call the parish office for more information.

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS
Mary LeClair.................. E-mail:
or call the parish office at 651-452-4550.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.stpetersmendota.org
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Reflections from
our Pastor

My dear friends,

A very important part of this Jubilee Year is allowing
God to form our minds and hearts with the right
understanding of His mercy, so that we will approach His
mercy with greater confidence and trust. This is precisely
what Jesus is doing through the parables of the lost coin,
the lost sheep, and the lost son in Luke’s Gospel. As a
further way to help foster this confidence and trust, I’d
like to offer a few quotes from a wonderful book that we
have in our resource center called / Believe in Love, by Fr.
Jean C.J. d’Elbee. The book is based on a retreat that Fr.
Jean gave on the life of St. Therese of Liseaux. Here are
some of the pearls of spiritual wisdom in this book:

Thus the soul which suffers to see itself
tarnished by its faults and failings, and which
exposes itself to the rays of the divine,
transforming Sun, can say to Jesus, “Jesus, |
come to you completely beautiful, beautiful like
the Sun which You are, pure with Your own
purity, beautiful with Your own beauty, rich
with Your own treasures.

To the sick who asked Him to cure them on the
roads of Palestine, Jesus posed only one
question: “Do you believe that I can heal you?”
The response: “Yes, Lord!” Jesus: “Be it done
unto you as you have believed.” Jesus says to
you now, “Do you believe that I can purify you
in a moment and wipe from your soul every
trace of sin?” “Yes, Lord, I believe.” “Then it is
done,” replies the Lord, “because you believe,
because you do not doubt it, because you know
enough to cling to my infinite mercy, because
you remember how I treated the prodigal son,
the good thief, and the woman of Canaan when
they vanquished me by their humility and
confidence.”

(When I’'m aware of my sinfulness), right away,
in the present moment, I say to Jesus that |
know that He loves me and that [ love Him. His
arms, his Heart are always open, and I can take
refuge there this instant, since my
wretchedness, far from being an obstacle, is a
springboard to propel me there.

Even a fall strengthens us if we repent of it,
since Jesus brings good out of evil. Go to Him
as to a fountain of living water, as many times
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as necessary, picking yourself up, each time
more humble and each time more overflowing
with confident love. If you make each sin an
occasion for you to kiss the wound of His heart
with repentance and confidence, each sin will
become a rung in the ladder by which you
ascend in love. From misery to misery we go
from mercy to mercy.

St. Claude de la Colombiere writes: “As for me
I glorify You, O God, in making known how
good You are toward sinners, and that Your
mercy prevails over all malice, that nothing can
destroy it, that no matter how many times or
how shamefully we fall, or how criminally, a
sinner need not be driven to despair of your
pardon.”

God’s greatest pleasure is to pardon. The good
Lord is more eager to pardon a repentant sinner
than a mother to rescue her child from the fire.
Our faults are grains of sand beside the great
mountain of the mercies of God. God, at the
moment of absolution, throws our sins over His
shoulder. He forgets them; He annihilates them;
they shall never reappear.

If you are still looking for a good book to nourish your
heart during Lent, [ would highly recommend / Believe in
Love. Check out our Resource Center for this and other
books.

God love you,

Fr. Steven

/4«\_\

Parish Penance Service
Thursday, March 10, 6:30-8 p.m., Main Church

Seven priests will be available to hear
Individual Confessions.

Be Among the First We Tell

We don’t know who. We don’t when. But we do know
who we’ll tell first...you! Follow The Catholic Spirit for
the best coverage when our new archbishop is named. Go
to and sign up to
choose how you want to hear the news.
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Religious Education/
Faith Formation (RE/FF)

Grade 2 Classes

First Eucharist Mini Retreat

Saturday, March 12 is the Mini Retreat for all students
in the First Communion Program. Students need to be at
church by 9 a.m. Parents will return at 11:30 a.m. for a
rehearsal, pot luck lunch and banner making. Please
contact Kathy Raible at 651-905-4311 if you have any
questions.

Uganda with Love

Kid’s Change for Kids-To Uganda with Love
During Lent, we are asked to give alms. To encourage our
youth and children to follow this Lenten practice, St.
Peter’s is sponsoring a child in Uganda. Please have
children and youth bring in money that they have earned
to help support this child. They may bring the money to
their religion class and put it in the can located on their
teacher’s desk. All proceeds go to support the child we
sponsor in Uganda. We will continue to collect money
through Lent.

Random Acts of Kindness

Random Acts of Kindness Cross

The Random Acts of Kindness Cross is in the Gathering

Space by the elevator. Each time you perform a random
act of kindness—an act you perform because

%’ of a “desire to connect, to lend a helping hand
%f§§v and/or to extend yourself out into the world”—
. please put a tissue paper flower into the cross.
2J By Easter we will have a blooming cross of
kindness!

Youth Group No Longer
Collecting Cans

Workcamp Can Trailer Update

Due to the decrease in aluminum prices, the money raised
from the can trailer has been in decline for the past few
years. Because of this, the can trailer has been retired, and
we will no longer be accepting cans for recycling at St.
Peter’s. Please do not leave cans where the trailer used to
be. Thank you for your support of the trailer throughout
the years and for your continued support of Workcamp! If
you have any questions, please feel free to contact
Elizabeth McCanna at
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Pastoral Ministry

Neighbors, Inc.

Some of the clients who come to Neighbors, Inc. are
transitioning out of homelessness. They are re51dents of
Northern Dakota County. Many are the xi/3

working poor. They have chosen to give p#0f
up their homes in order to keep their cars {5
and pay for health care plans and other [~
bills. They have lived in their cars, |
showered at truck stops, and carried fresh i
water in gallon jugs in their cars. Some |
have lived secretly in storage shelters.
With the help of many community services and volunteers,
they are moving into their first home in months, sometimes
years. Their courage, gratitude, and joy are inspiring. Your
donations to Neighbors, Inc. provide them with household
goods and food to make this possible. One shopper was
excited to receive a bottle of hair conditioner. She said it
had been over a year since she had used a conditioner. She
had been cutting her own hair for longer than that. Another
shopper hugged a box of pancake mix and said he was
going to his new home to make his first home cooked meal
in over two years. Your donations to Neighbors, Inc. do
make a difference. Neighbors, Inc. thanks you for your
generosity.

]n a world where there is so much wealth and so many
resources to feed everyone, it is unfathomable that there
are so many hungrg children . ..

Fovcrty today is a cry.

FOPC Francis

Interested in Becoming Catholic?

If you, or someone you know, has been thinking about
becoming Catholic, we would very much like to hear
from you! To begin, we’d like to get to know you, help
you to learn more about the process and have your
questions answered. We look forward to helping those
baptized in other Christian traditions, the unbaptized and
anyone who may already have made their First
Communion as a child, but has not received the sacrament
of Confirmation. For more information or to schedule a
private inquiry meeting to discuss your own faith journey,
please contact Lisa Amos at 651-905-4304 or email
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St. Peter’'s Community News

Stations of the Cross

Stations of the Cross and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament with Benediction

Fridays, March 11 and18
7 p.m. in the Main Church

Global Solidarity Sunday
Weekend

Taste and See the Goodness of the Lord

March 5/6 is designated as Global Solidarity Sunday
weekend in the archdiocese with the theme, “Taste and
see the goodness of the Lord.” This is an opportunity to
reach out in solidarity to people around the world and
take part in offering the goodness of the Lord to all.

On this Sunday, a special collection will be taken for four
global priorities of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops: Africa, Latin America, Central and Eastern
Europe, as well as humanitarian activities of Catholic
Relief Services. Please be as generous as you are able and
support your brothers and sisters overseas. Thank you.

Easter Flowers

We are now accepting donations for Easter flowers in
memory or in honor of a loved one. If you would like to
' make a donation, please pick up an

/\ envelope from the information counter,
N2, or in the parish office, and return it
—qup ) through the Sunday collections or to the

~ parish office by Monday, March 14. All
names will be listed in our Easter
bulletin.

Watch Your Valuables

Please remember to lock your car doors and keep all
valuables out of view while you are parked in our lots.
The parking lot may be susceptible during Mass and other
events.

Page 4

Thank You to
St. Peter’s Parishioners

Dear St. Peter Parish Community,
This year’s annual appeal for retired religious coincided
with the beginning of the Jubilee Year of Mercy. One of
the works of mercy is to visit the sick. St. Peter
parishioners visited the retired religious with a generous
contribution of $3,958.17. Thank you for sharing in the
care of our retired religious. May God bless you for your
generosity.
Sister Midge Breiter, SSND
Archdiocesan RFR Coordinator

Journey to Wholeness

God’s Journey With Us: Retreat with Fr. Tony
Kilroy

Fr. Tony Kilroy, OP, will be using themes from scripture
for a retreat on April 29 to May 1, at the Villa Maria
Center, 29847 County 2 Blvd, Frontenac, 11 miles south
of Red Wing. This is a spirit led weekend of preaching,
healing prayer, quiet and celebration. All are welcome.
For more information, please call Jean MacFarland or Bill
Keatts at 952-894-2033.

St. Paul Seminary Presents:
Moonshine Abbey

The monks at Saint Hippolytus Abbey have been
distilling their “elixir of happiness” since they settled in
America hundreds of years ago. But with the onset of
Prohibition, the civil authorities will stop at nothing to
purify the country from the evils of alcohol. What will
this band of brothers do to maintain their “pious” way of
life?

The show runs Friday, April 22 through Sunday, April 24
at the University of St. Thomas BEC Auditorium. Tickets
are required, but are FREE at OR
join us for the Sunday afternoon show. Pastoral ministry
has a limited number of tickets available for those who
would like to board a bus at St. Peter’s at 1:15pm for the
2 p.m. show. Buses will depart UST immediately
following the play. Tickets are free, but free will
donations will be accepted to help cover the cost of the
bus. To reserve your spot on the bus, contact Lisa Amos
at 651-905-4304 or
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The Week of March 7 Parish Pastoral Council
Monday, March 7 Lance Miller, Chair...........ccoevvvveeiieennne. 052-432-6957
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) Joseph Towle, Vice-Chair...............c.c....... 651-683-9250
6 pm St Paul Civic Symphony, Heritage Center Paul Hirsch, Secretary...........ccccceeveneeneen. 651-431-1832
6:30 pm Boy Scout Court of Honor, Ravoux Room Mary Pat Ferraro...........ccccovevveveeccncnenenn. 651-454-1091
Tuesday, March 8 Anne Hallgren........c.ccooceoniiiiniiniinnnnnn 651-702-6465
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) Sarah Larsen .........cccocceevvevienieneenieeie e, 612-384-1474
9:30 am Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Maria Schwartz..........ccccoceveneenenencne e 651-452-1796
until 7 pm, Historic Church Alice Sheeler...........cccocevevvvnincciiniinnne 651-457-8119
9:45am Women’s Bible Study, Ravoux Room Nancy Stanton.........ceceeevereeiesieneneneeens 651-686-9009
7 pm Stewardship Committee, Conference Parish Pastoral Council Voice Mailbox:
Room 1l s 651-905-4309
Wednesday, March 9 Parish Pastoral Council Email:
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Ravoux Room Trustees:
4:30 pm REFF Grades 1-5, Classrooms Jim Oricchio....cooveviiiiiiiiieice e 651-452-3587
6:30 pm REFF Grades 1-8, Classrooms Helen WilKi€ ......ooovvvvviiviiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e, 651-365-1334

6:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room

Thursday, March 10
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
6:30 pm Parish Penance Service and Confession,

Readings for the

Main Church Week of March 6
7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5
7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 Sunday: Jos 5:9a, 10-12/Ps 34:2-7/2 Cor 5:17-21/
7 pm Teen Al-Anon, Room 6 Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
Friday, March 11 Monday: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13/Jn 4:43-
8 am Confessions, Main Church >4
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-
7 pm Stations of the Cross with Benediction, 16
Main Church Wednesday: gs 1479:55(;15/Ps 145:8-9, 13-14, 17-18/Jn
Saturday, March 12 e
9 am ' First Communion Mini Retreat, Heritage UL EX. Syl I siin S
Center. Classrooms. Main Chu;ch Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-21, 23/IJn 7:1-2,
’ ’ 10, 25-30

9 and 10:30 am
Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4
10 am Scripture Study, Community Room

Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9-12/Jn 7:40-53
Next Sunday: Is 43:16-21/Ps 126:1-6/Phil 3:8-14/Jn 8:1

11
3:30 pm Confessions, Main Church Lo .
4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room Gllmgz el e
S pm Mass, Main Church
Sunday, March 13

8:30 am and 10:30 am

Choir Rehearsal, Music Room Mass Intentions
9 am Mass, Main Church
9 am Sunday School, Classrooms The following are the intentions remembered by
9 am and 11 am the priest at Mass:

Liturgy of the Word for Children, Heritage .

Center Monday, March 7— 7Paige Duncan

. Tuesday, March 8 - fJoe Schuster

10 am Confirmation Class, Ravoux Room, Youth Wednesday, March 9 tHelen Hughes

Room Thursday, March 10 - 7Dr. Burt Gokim
11am  Mass, Main Church Friday, March 11 - Amy Suek

Saturday, March 12 - 1Thomas Hirsch
Sunday, March 13 - 9 a.m. - fJeffrey Weiss
11a.m. - Mass for the People
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FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121
651-406-4747,

Faithful Shepherd
Enrolilment Now Open

Additional Grants and Financial Aid Available
Faithful Shepherd Catholic School is proud to announce
"AITHFUL that we have received a $50,000 grant from
This award recognizes our commitment to
- academic excellence and will allow us to
| award grants of $1,000 to each Kindergarten
| student for the 2016-2017 school year. In
addition, Faithful Shepherd has over
$100,000 available in financial aid for
families in need of additional help. Our goal in offering
these grants and additional financial aid is to allow
everyone the opportunity to experience the Faithful
Shepherd difference.
Enrollment is now open for the 2016-2017 school year.
To learn more or to apply, please visit our website at
or call us at 651-406-4747. We’re proud
of our vibrant, faith-filled community, and we want you
to become a part of it. We are committed to providing a
Catholic education for all who seek one.

Good Friday Pontifical Collection

Collection For Christians in the Holy Land

Pope Francis has asked that parishes around the world
support Christians in the Holy Land through the Good
Friday Collection on March 25. Through this collection
you join with Catholics everywhere to help sustain
Christianity in this troubled and challenging area of the
world. Your support means that the Church is able to
conduct parish ministries, provide Catholic education,
feed the hungry, build housing, operate refugee centers
and maintain shrines in the Holy Land. Please give
generously on Good Friday and be an instrument of
peace in the Holy Land.
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Cursillo Corner

All are welcome to attend the final South East Metro

Ultreya meeting on Sunday, March 27, at 7 p.m. in

Shamrock Hall at the Church of St. Patrick, 3535 72nd

Street East in Inver Grove Heights. Mark your calendars.

For more information about all Cursillo events and

weekend retreats, see or contact
or call 651-485-7089.

Honor Guard For
Religious Liberty

“12 Hours to Watch and Pray with the Lord”

The Little Sisters of the Poor in St. Paul extend an
invitation to join them in praying on Tuesday, March 15,
for their lawsuit which will be heard by the Supreme
Court on March 23, in Washington. The oral arguments
include seven religious groups representing hundreds of
other religious organizations seeking to protect freedom
of conscience and religious liberty which is being
threatened by the government’s contraceptive mandate.

The day includes Eucharistic Adoration with devotions
from 8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. in their chapel at 330
Exchange Street South in St. Paul. Mass is at 4:30 p.m.
For more information, call Sr. Maria Francis at 651-227-
0336.

Eucharistic Adoration

Parishioners and friends are
welcome for private prayer before the
Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass until 7 p.m.

Matthew 26:40-41—Jesus said to Peter:
“Could you not watch
with me one hour?
Watch and pray.”

For more information please contact
Jane Vasiliou at
651-454-5292
or
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Cardinal Burke to Speak at
Divine Mercy Conference

Divine Mercy Conference at the Shrine of Our
Lady of Guadalupe

The Queen of the Americas Guild, along with the Shrine
of Our Lady of Guadalupe in La Crosse, Wisconsin, is
pleased to announce a two day conference at the Shrine
on July 29 and 30. The theme of this year’s conference is
"Divine Mercy and the Freedom of Religion,” a topic that
is on the forefront of debate in today's society.

Highlights of the conference will include Mass and dinner
with keynote speaker, His Eminence Raymond Leo
Cardinal Burke, Cardinal Patron of the Sovereign Military
Order of Malta and founder of the Shrine. Others on the
panel of presenters will include Fr. Seraphim Michalenko,
MIC, former Rector of the National Shrine of the Divine
Mercy, Rev. David Pignato of St. John’s Seminary in
Boston, and Grammy nominated Catholic singer/
songwriter Marty Rotella.

The conference will be an excellent opportunity to
enhance your faith and learn more about Divine Mercy,
the miracle of Our Lady of Guadalupe and the Shrine in
La Crosse. In addition to informational speakers, the
schedule will include Mass each day, group rosary prayer,
and time for personal reflection.

A hotel and conference package will be offered. Space
will be limited and area hotel rooms will be in short
supply. Make your reservations now! For further
information, call the Queen of the Americas Guild at 630-
584-1822 or register online at

Daylight Savings Time

Don’t forget that on Sunday, March 13 at 2:00 a.m., we
change over to Daylight Savings Time. Remember to turn
your clocks ahead on Saturday before you go to bed.

Jubilee Year of Mercy

Pope Francis asks us to “live this Year in the light of the
Lord’s words: ‘Be merciful, just as your Father is
merciful.””(cf. Lk 6:36) Participate throughout the year by
making a pilgrimage to a Holy Door at the Cathedral of
St. Paul or Basilica of Saint Mary, regularly receiving the
sacrament of Reconciliation, performing corporal and
spiritual works of mercy, and participating in the
#MercyWorks video challenge. Find additional ways to
pray, learn and act at
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Natural Family Planning Classes

The Couple to Couple League will be offering a series of
classes for engaged and married couples on the Sympto-
Thermal Method of Natural Family Planning at the
Church of St. Agnes, 548 Lafond Avenue, St. Paul. This
series uses CCL’s new streamlined methodology and new
materials incorporating Pope John Paul II's Theology of
the Body. Classes begin Tuesday, March 15, at 7:30 p.m.
Register at . For more
information, please call 612-721-3791 or email

Men’s Discernment Retreat

Have you thought about becoming a priest?
Jesus Christ, High Priest forever, still calls men to share
in His priesthood. Have you heard a call to the
priesthood? Would you like to learn more about it?
St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church
2739 Stinson Blvd.
Minneapolis
Saturday, March 12, 19 and April, 9, 16 and 23

8to 11 a.m.
No registration or fee is required and it includes Mass,
refreshments and discussion led by Fr. David Blume,
Director of Vocations. Visit or
call the Office of Vocations at 651-962-6890 for more
information.

Women’s Discernment Retreat
Have you thought about entering into the
consecrated life?
Join us for a retreat day focused to provide a deeper
.~ ,» understanding of consecrated life. Women,
/’“‘\__L/?;'\"'r: .. ..
Lz, T ages 18 to 30 are invited. Please join us on
= : Saturday, April 2, from § a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
at Nativity of Mary Catholic Church , 9900
Lyndale Avenue South, Bloomington.
Registration is required. Lunch will be
provided. Cost is a free will donation. To register, please
contact the Office of Vocations by March 25 at
651-962-6890 or
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Flnd an agent at kofc orgvor by callmg 1-800- 345 5632 www.stevestremski.com
(GARD. | "ot | Max Steininger Inc.
Excavation, Demolition, Earth Retention
Y A d H Serving Commercial, Mtfnia'pal, & Industrial Customers
Since 1968
our eI .55
SUPPORT OUR PARISH

THROUGH LOCAL ADVERTISING

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today!
RWitte@4LPi. cgm or (800) 678-4574 x4016

M,/fnl}'(} =2 o

KNIGHTS OF CO|
Highlaod

\PPE

33-14 Suagisas uth Count

CALL NOW! 1-888-891-6806

i)

HOME SECURITY TEAM

LITURGICAL
PUBLICATIONS

®

HELP PROTECT YOUR FAMILY

-7772

LANCE A. MILLER, CFP’, CRPC’, AAMS’
Private Wealth Advisor

14985 Glazier Ave, Ste 650
Apple Valley, MN 55124
952.431.8482
lance.a.miller@ampf.com
www.lanceamiller.com

CA Insurance #0E42571
AR License #260136

SPg,
)

Clag
BILL RASCHER
MECHANICAL

PLUMBING HEATING COOLING
Residential & Commercial
Remodeling - New Construction - Repairs

651-450-6622

www.BillRascherMech.com

It’s Only Natural
To Buy from the Grower.

GiGertens

5500 Blaine Ave | Inver Grove Heights
651.450.1501 | gertens.com

Ameriprise 3@

Financial

Ameriprise Financial Services,

Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.

For ad info. call Rob Witte at 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Peter Mendota, MN

A 2C 02-0390




