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Catechesis of the Good Shepherd – A Call to Love 
By Karen Cronin 

The first Alpha Group at St. Peter’s 

Our parish is planning to implement the first level of 

the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) in the fall 

of 2019.  What’s the ‘buzz’ about CGS?   What makes 

it so different from other faith formation programs?  

Let’s explore its beginnings and outline what occurs in 

each of the three levels. 

 

Sofia Cavalletti was a scripture scholar completing her 

doctorate in Hebrew and comparative Semitic 

languages in 1952.  She seemed ready to launch a 

career in academia when she was invited to help a 

seven year old boy with his religion lessons as he 

prepared for his First Communion.  She ended up 

working with 5 children and was sharing scripture with 

them.  The children showed a great love for scripture.  

This lead Cavalletti to reach out to Montessori 

educators so that she had a better understanding of 

children and their interests. 

 

In 1954, she met Gianna Gobbi who was a primary 

level Montessori guide.  She was familiar with Maria 

Montessori’s efforts at faith formation with children 

and the creation of materials within a specific prepared 

environment called an ‘atrium.’  Combining their areas 

of expertise led to 50+ years of observing children and 

their responses to scripture and liturgy.   

 

Here are Sofia’s words regarding these observations 

(taken from ‘The Religious Potential of the Child’-pp. 

21-22):  “We tried to understand the child’s way of 

thinking in the course of personal conversations and 

group discussions.  It has been particularly indicative to 

us to see the children request that some specific 

subjects be repeated many times, and to observe how 

they used the material.  Time and time again we would 

see that the children were enchanted by the 

presentation of certain themes and that they made 

prolonged use of determinate elements of the materials.  

When this recurred over a long period of time, then we 

believed that this was an indication that the subject 

matter and the manner of its presentation corresponded 

to the interests and needs of the child.  And so an 

ensemble of elements - few and essential - was slowly 

delineated, which the child showed that he knew, not in 

an academic way, but as if they were a part of his 

person, almost as if he had always known them.” 

The child is able to form a personal relationship with 

the Lord and has an opportunity to fall in love with 

Him.  Below is a brief description of each level of 

CGS.  The levels correspond to stages of a child’s 

development. 

 

Children in the Level I (ages 3-6) program spend time 

enjoying and nurturing a relationship with the Good 

Shepherd. The children are deeply affected by the 

boundless love of the shepherd for His sheep as 

described in the Scriptures. They learn that He knows 

His sheep, calls them by name, searches for a lost 

sheep and celebrates the found sheep. Materials and 

presentations on the life of Christ and His teachings 

help to make the great mystery of who God is more 

understandable for the child. Through geography, the 

words of the prophets and infancy narratives, Jesus is 

established as a real person. The Paschal narratives are 

treated similarly, using model cities of Jerusalem, 

empty tombs and cenacles for the Last Supper. 

Selected parables further the child’s wonder and 

curiosity about the great mystery of the Kingdom of 

God. Children become familiar with the articles of the 

Eucharist and Baptism by arranging them in their own 

atrium on miniature altars and fonts. The children also 

become acquainted with the gestures of our liturgy and  



New Staff Member - Karen Cronin 
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05 03 2018 

Christ is risen. Alleluia!  I am writing this during the Octave of Easter.  

This is my first week as a staff member.  My name is Karen Cronin, and 

I have been hired to help bring the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

(CGS) into the parish.  You will see another article in this newsletter 

about CGS.   

 

My husband, Howard, and I, have been parishioners at St. Peter’s for 

about 3 1/2 years.  We have been married for 37 years and have 4 

children and 2 grandchildren.  Three out of four are married, and our 

youngest is discerning what he will do in his adult life.  We have lived in 

West St. Paul for 24 years and attended St. Michael’s parish for many 

years. 

 

In addition to raising a family, I have worked in several parishes and for 

the Archdiocese the past 12 years, mainly doing accounting work but 

also some administrative work. 

 

It was my great blessing to be introduced to CGS when my children 

were quite young.  I went to a gathering to learn about CGS and was so 

moved by it that I signed up to become a catechist immediately.  That 

was over 25 years ago.  The Lord has provided a beautiful way for me to 

grow in my faith through CGS and the children who come to the atrium. 

 

What do I like to do in my spare time?  I love to play tennis, ride my 

bike, garden, hike, read mystery novels and knit.  Howard and I share 

interests in gardening/landscaping, hiking, discussing historical events 

and taking care of our grandchildren. 

Karen and Howard at our Volunteer 

Appreciation Dinner 

Cont. from page 2 

their meaning of the Paschal Mystery: Christ has died, 

Christ is risen and Christ will come again. A prayer 

corner, located in each atrium, reflects the liturgical 

time of year by means of appropriate colors, prayer, 

songs, artwork and readings.  

 

Children in the Level II (ages 6-9) atrium come to know 

that God is working from Creation, through redemption, 

toward Parousia (the end of time) when God's love will 

be all in all.  God calls us to participate in this plan. 

Jesus shows us the way to live together in peace and joy 

as we abide in him through the Eucharist and Baptism.  

 

The Level III (ages 9-12) atrium gives children the 

opportunity to explore more deeply the covenants with 

God revealed in Hebrew Scripture. Looking at more 

detailed history of humankind, they discover how God 

draws all of creation toward the Parousia. They see in a 

more challenging way how God calls us to use our gifts 

to write the blank page toward the Parousia, and to be 

held in covenant with God and each other through the 

Eucharist and Baptism.  

*Items from the CGS will be in our Gathering space on 

display thru August.  Stop by and see what it’s all 

about! 
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June 29: Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles 

 

 SUNDAY, JULY 1   10AM  MASS   11:15 POTLUCK 

Patronal Feast Day Celebration! 

If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please contact Anne O’Keefe at aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org or 651-905-4308. 

Kids games with Father Steven Yummy Buffet Desserts Galore! 

St. Peter’s will supply hotdogs with all the fixings, beans, chips and drinks. 

Please bring a dish to pass, based on the letter that begins your last name: 

A-N - salads, vegetables or fruit 

O-Z - desserts 

Whether or not you bring a dish to share, please come and join us!   

"You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of 

the netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys to the 

Kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; 

and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." - Mt 16:18-19 

 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.  
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Saturday, October 6 

 Mass at 4 PM   
Pork Dinner 5:30 

Live music 6:00 

Silent Auction and Raffle tickets available 

Sunday, October 7  

Mass at 10 AM 
Festival immediately following Mass 

Silent Auction, Bingo, Kids Games, Raffle, Live Music, Country 

Store, Dunk Tank, Inflatables and Concessions  

New this Year: 
The Dunk Tank, The Quilt Super bowl, Wisconsin Cheese Curds   

If you donate blood on September 13 between 1pm and 6pm, you 

will get a coupon redeemable for a free container of cheese curds at 

the Fall Festival!    
If you would like to volunteer, donate items or be a sponsor, please contact Gail Barta at 651-454-9552 or 

Anne O’Keefe at 651-905-4308 or aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org.   
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Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 2018 

We are so grateful to our 

volunteers - we have the 

best team in town!  We 

celebrated our volunteers 

with good food, music 

and fellowship.  Thanks 

for all you do! 
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St. Peter’s Kids Corner 

“Jesus has made Himself the Bread of Life to give us life.  Night 

and day, He is there.  If you really want to grow in love, come 

back to the Eucharist, come back to that adoration.” 

-Mother Teresa 



Historic Church Tours 
Every Sunday during the summer from  

12 - 2pm 
 

Praise and Worship 
First Sunday of the Month 6-8pm 

 

End of Life Planning Seminar 
June 21, 10am and 5:30pm 

 
Uganda Dinner 

Sunday, June 24  

Feast of St. Peter’s Mass and 
Potluck  

Sunday, July 1, 10am Mass* 

followed by an all parish potluck 

*Only ONE Mass on Sunday 

 
Alpha Begins 

September 4, 6:30pm 

 
Blood Drive 

September 13, 1-6pm 

FSCS SeptemberFest  
September 21 and 22 

 

Peruvian Dinner 
September 22, 6pm 

 

Fall Festival 
October 6 and 7 

 

 

 

 

Address Service Requested 

 
 
 
 
1405 Highway 13 
P.O. Box 50679 
Mendota, MN 55150-0679 
 

 
Phone:  651.452.4550 
www.stpetersmendota.org 
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Mission Statement 
 

St. Peter’s is here to bring the good news of the 
Gospel to all, so that every person can have a 

personal, life changing, life giving relationship with   
Jesus Christ. 

Currents published by Church of St. Peter   

Editor: Anne O’Keefe  

If you are receiving this and you no longer consider yourself a 

parishioner, please contact the parish office at 651-905-4302 to 

remove your name from our database. 

Thank you to Streamworks and its president, parishioner Tony Zirnhelt, for their mailing services! 

Upcoming Events 

1405 Highway 13


