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“Lord, Make Me Holy” 
By Deacon Tim Hennessey 

What does holy look like?  

 

Most of us recognize that there is something sacred 

about a church, an altar or a tabernacle.  We might 

sense the presence of something holy, when we catch a 

whiff of the incense as the smoke curls and billows up 

into the rafters.  We might see a priest or religious 

wearing the clothing of their vocation, and that too, 

might evoke a feeling of holiness. We might see 

holiness in others by observing their good works, their 

prayer or their particular manner of being.   

 

Holiness begins in our heart.  It is a desire.  Whether 

we express it in words, or silently carry this hope deep 

in our hearts, God knows our desire and he wants us to 

succeed in becoming holy.  Becoming holy is a 

journey.  One does not become holy just by virtue of a 

desire to be holy.  Holiness comes to us a bit at a time, 

as we offer more of ourselves to God and create more 

room in our hearts for his love and mercy to touch us.   

Fortunately, our loving Father knows us well, and he 

is infinitely patient with us as we stumble and fall.   

 

The Church sets this season of Lent before us, as a 

time to focus on becoming more holy.  As Catholics, 

we practice the disciplines of prayer, fasting and 

almsgiving during Lent.  These are not just good and 

noble practices, but ways of training our hearts to 

focus less on ourselves and more on others.  Holy is 

the goal, and getting there is a journey! 

 

Our season of Lenten preparation culminates in the 

celebration of Holy Week.  We begin our journey with 

Jesus to Calvary, as we listen again to the gospel story 

of Christ’s passion.  We take on the words of the angry 

crowd as we shout, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!”  We 

feel again the injustice as Jesus is condemned to death 

while Barabbas, the true criminal, goes free.  We feel 

the pain of the agony in the garden and the sting of 

Judas’ betrayal.  We follow Jesus’ path as Peter denies 

and Pilate questions.  We wince as his flesh is opened 

by the lashes of the whip, and his head bleeds from the 

crown of thorns.  And then we stand there, gazing 

upon the suffering servant, with John, the beloved 

disciple, and Mary, our Mother.   

Holy Week takes us right to the foot of the cross.  If 

our Lenten journey has prepared us well, we will 

likely find ourselves awash in emotions, as we walk 

this road with our Savior.  If the prayer of our hearts is 

truly, “Lord, make me holy,” then this week of weeks 

cannot help but change our hearts.  We are faced with 

the reality that God the Father gave his only Son to be 

the Lamb, who would take away our sins.  Never in 

the history of time has there ever been a more loving 

sacrifice!  Here we stand, as Catholic Christians, in 

full possession of the truth of Christ’s redeeming love, 

and how can it not change us?  

 

My brothers and sisters, Holy Week is about becoming 

holy.  As our Lenten journey leads us to this blessed 

time, we must be prepared to walk that road to Calvary 

with our Lord.  This is the time to take out our bibles 

and read the accounts of Christ’s passion.  This is the 

time to open our hearts more deeply to the Lord in 

prayer.  This is the time to prepare our hearts by 

making a good confession.  This is the time to still our 

restless hearts, and allow Jesus to transform us by his 

love! 

 

Holy Week brings us back to the sacrifice of the cross.  

Each time we attend Mass, we renew that sacrifice at 

the altar as the ordinary elements of bread and wine 

become the very Body and Blood of Christ.  As we 

receive Jesus in the Eucharist, we receive the greatest 

gift we could ever receive, Jesus Christ!  In that 

moment of receiving the Eucharist, we come face to 

face with the one who gave his life for each and every 

one of us.  We can come no closer to this Saving 

Presence than in the moment when we receive Him 

and speak our “Amen.” 

 

“Lord, make me holy.”  This is a beautiful and simple 

prayer.  More than that, it is the desire of the heart of 

one who chooses to follow Christ.  Jesus is waiting for 

us to sit at the table with him and his disciples at the 

Last Supper.  He begs us to stay awake and watch with 

him as he prays to his Father in the garden.  He looks 

for our reaction, as Peter denies him three times.  He 

gazes at us, as he endures the cruel scourging, the 

mockery, and the sentence of death.  Jesus looks down 
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“Lord, Make Me Holy”  
Continued from page 2 

on us from the cross, with arms open wide, as he 

accepts our sin and offers himself in atonement.   Let 

us allow the events of Holy Week to make us holy as 

we meet our Savior on the road to his crucifixion.  

And then, the joy in our hearts will swell like a mighty 

chorus of angels as we sing our “Alleluia” on Easter 

morning, when death is conquered and life is restored.   

May God make us holy!  
 

Deacon Tim Hennesey 

Uganda Mission Team 

Laurie Reding answered some ques�ons regarding the 

mission trip to Uganda.  Please consider suppor�ng this 

wonderful cause.�
�
How did this trip come about?�
�
Fr. Lawrence has been wanting us to visit for a number of 
years now.  We have had this ongoing relationship with St. 
Anthony's Parish for 10 years and while Fr. Lawrence has 
visited with a number of other priests almost every year, 
we, for a variety of reasons, have never made the trip 
there.  This year it all came together, and Fr. Steven is very 
supportive of the idea.  He will be travelling with the 
group.  Right now we have 10 people going.  I am still 
hopeful we might get one or two more, but time will tell.   
 

Tell us a little bit about the trip.  When do you depart, 
and what will take place when you get there? 

 

We depart May 31 and return June 12.  In the first few days 
of the trip, we will be conducting a Pilgrimage to the site of 
the Ugandan Martyrs Celebration.  This is a nationwide 
event taking place on June 3.  People travel for days to get 
there.  I think over a million people attend this.  It is featured 
in one of the episodes of Bishop Robert Barron's 
Catholicism series.  Once that is done, we will travel to St. 
Anthony's parish in Migyera.  While there, we will visit the 
schools, where we have children sponsored.  We will work 
at the schools, likely painting classrooms or building 
fences.  Some of it will depend on how much money we 
have raised to do projects.  That is the reason we are doing 
the Tilapia fish dinner.  All funds collected will support the 
mission work we will be doing, like buying the needed 
materials etc.  There will also likely be a medical piece to 
the mission, but that is yet to be determined.   
 
Will anyone get a chance to meet the kids that are 
sponsored by parishioners at St. Peter’s? 

 

We will meet sponsored children and their families.  That 
will be very special.  We will also likely be collecting items 
to bring with us when we travel, but what those items are is 
still to be determined.  Each trip attendee will bring one 
suitcase full of donated items in addition to their personal 
items.  This is a cost effective way to get things to Uganda, 
as shipping is cost prohibitive.   
 

Will you be keeping a blog of the trip so people in the 

parish can follow along from home?�
 

I don't know that we will be keeping a blog while on the trip, 
but the plan is to take lots of pictures and do a presentation 
for the parish once we return. 
 
Save the date for the Uganda Fish Dinner on Friday, 
April 7, from 5-7pm.  All proceeds will go to support the 
Uganda Mission. 
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Parishioner Spotlight: Jenna and Joe Peltier 
By Anne O’Keefe 

I had the privilege of meeting Joe and Jenna Peltier 

last year when they joined the Fall Festival Commit-

tee.  They were in charge of the Country Store and did 

an amazing job. Their big smiles, their eagerness to 

help and their love of the Lord were an immediate 

draw to want to get to know them better.   

 

How long have you been a member of St. Peter’s 

and why did you join this Parish? 

 

Jenna and I have been members of St. Peter’s for 

about 2 years. Jenna actually grew up as a member of 

the parish and distinctly remembers Mass in the old 

church with her family. Being that Jenna comes from 

a family of 4 girls, getting to Mass on time was the 

ultimate task.  

  

When we got engaged, it was important that we found 

a parish where we felt connected, both spiritually and 

physically. We wanted to join a community of people 

that relished in Jesus’ love. We both remember our 

first Mass together at St. Peter’s like it was yester-

day.  Father Hoffman’s homily sealed the deal for us 

and took away any chance of exploring other churches 

on our list. After our first Mass, we were greeted by 

several different parishioners, who not only welcomed 

us to the Church but also discussed ways that we 

could get involved. That was the icing on the cake. We 

fell in love with the sense of community, the presence 

of the Lord and the opportunities present to get in-

volved with the Church.  

  

Since we made the decision to join, our connection 

with the community has continually grown stronger. 

We are grateful for all the support and love from the 

parishioners, and of course, Father Hoffman's engag-

ing personality. Our faith has taken tremendous steps 

forward with the help and support of St. Peter's, and 

for that we love being members of St. Peter’s.  

  

We got married at St. Peter’s Church with around 260 

guests. Not only did we get complimented on how 

beautiful the church is, but I think Father Hoffman 

became a celebrity. Friends and family were compli-

menting us all night about his homily and how present 

they felt throughout the whole Mass.  

 

Tell us a little bit about yourself—where did you 

grow up, attend school, where do you work, do you 

have children? 

 

Jenna grew up attending Faithful Shepherd, Cretin-

Derham Hall and the University of St. Thomas.  She 

now works as a supply chain manager at a small com-

pany called BevSource.  

  

Joe grew up in the northern suburbs (Champlin) and 

went to St. Gerard in Brooklyn Park. He attended 

Totino-Grace, the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater 

and is now a sales consultant for Adelman Travel.  

 

We recently bought our first home in Blaine and have 

found the joy in every weekend doing a new project. 

We love spending time together, and with friends and 

family. In the summer, you can find us either outdoors 

or at the cabin with our English Cream Golden Re-

triever, Tucker.  We are expecting our first child, a  

sweet baby girl, this coming July and cannot wait to 

grow our family and become parents.  

 

 What are some of the parish activities that you and 

Jenna enjoy? 
 

We participate in several groups within the church, 

and this is what truly allows us to meet more beautiful 

people. We are a part of the Newly Married Couples 

group.  We get together with other newly married cou-

ples and participate in fun activities ranging from ol-

ive oil tastings, visiting brewery’s, baseball games, 

etc.   This past fall, we helped with the coordination of 

the Country Store for the Fall Festival. If you are 

looking to help out next fall, this is a great group of 

people to hang out with. We also joined the Perissos 

Core Team, where we look to build young disciples for 

Christ through group building activities, worship, dis-

cipleship, mission work and outreach. This is all in 

preparation for Confirmation.  
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Spotlight on Jenna and Joe Peltier 
Continued from page 4 

For being relatively new parishioners, you have 

really embraced the parish and have made it 

your home.  Is there anything else you want to 

add? 

 

We are so grateful to be a part 

of the St. Peter's community 

and are thankful to surround 

ourselves with Christ-loving, 

kind and supportive people in 

the Parish. 

“Come Spend an Hour With Me” 
By Mark Mischke 

These are words from our Lord inviting us to spend 

some quality time with Him in Adoration. As many of 

you have heard, Father Steven made an announcement 

at the Masses recently, that St. Peter's will institute 

Perpetual Adoration in the near future. What a 

privilege this is for us as individuals and as a parish! 

What Perpetual Adoration really means is that 24 

hours per day, seven days a week, Jesus can be adored 

in the exposed Blessed Sacrament, where he is fully 

present in Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity. At any 

time, on any day, you can come to St. Peter's 

Adoration Chapel.  It is being specially prepared and 

created for you to experience the full presence of 

Jesus, who will be encased in what is called a 

Monstrance, as we spend quality time with Him. 

Father Steven has put together a team of people to 

establish a strong and vibrant Adoration program. We 

hope that all parishioners can be part of this wonderful 

opportunity to experience the love of Jesus in a special 

way. Over the next few months, there will be group 

meetings to learn more about Perpetual Adoration, the 

benefits to our Parish, how you may want to get 

involved, the benefits to individuals and how we end 

up ultimately giving glory and praise to Jesus. All are 

welcome! 

 

Before every Mass we will be saying this prayer: 

 

“Heavenly Father, increase our faith in the the Real 

Presence of Your Son Jesus Christ in the Holy 

Eucharist.  We are obliged to adore Him, to give Him 

thanks and to make reparation for sins.  We need Your 

peace in our hearts and among nations.  We need 

conversion from our sins and the mercy of Your 

forgiveness.  May we obtain this through prayer and 

our union with the Eucharistic Lord.  Please send 

down the Holy Spirit upon all peoples to give them the 

love, courage, strength and willingness to respond to 

the invitation to Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration.  We 

beseech You to spread perpetual exposition of the 

Most Blessed Sacrament in parishes around the world.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.  Amen.   

 

Our Lady of the Most Blessed Sacrament help us 

spread the glory of Your Son through perpetual 

exposition of the Holy Eucharist.” 
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Feast of St. Peter Celebration 
Sunday, June 25, 2017 

Mark your calendars now for the Feast of St. Peter celebration on Sunday, June 25.  We will start the morning 

with one Mass at 10 a.m. followed by a parish potluck.  We had a wonderful turnout last year with a beautiful 

Mass, wonderful food and Father’s “Minute-to-Win-It” games.  It is an event you don’t want to miss!    

Pictures from last year’s celebration:  

Father Steven had the original altar 

brought in to celebrate the Mass, the 

kids and adults played several games 

and the buffet was amazing! 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Fall Festival  Sunday, October 1, 2017 

Committee Chair for the  
Silent Auction 

We are looking for one to three people who would be 

willing to take responsibility for the silent auction.  

Duties include, soliciting donations (you will have 

help with this), coming in once a week in September to 

organize all the donations and set up the silent auction 

in Heritage Center on Saturday, September 23.  You 

will also need to be available all day Sunday, October 

1, during the festival and after, to help contact the 

winners.   The system is in place for the silent auction 

to run smoothly; we just need someone to be in charge.  

Please prayerfully consider helping out.  We would 

love to have you as part of our team!   

Committee Chair for Advertising 
Do you work for an advertising company, or are you 

bursting with creativity?  We need you to help 

advertise our Fall Festival.  Let’s get the word out to 

the community about our parish and make this the 

most successful Fall Festival yet! 

 

Committee Chair for Logistics 
This volunteer opportunity is perfect for someone who 

is organized and can multi-task.  This person or group 

of people will be responsible for helping organize our 

volunteers, with set-up and take down of this event.  

The more people who volunteer, the easier it is and the 

more successful our event will be.   

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as 

faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” (1 Peter 4:10) 
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Mardi Gras Pizza Bingo Pictures, February 2017 

Fun was had by all 

at the Mardi Gras 

Pizza Bingo!  Kids 

and adults alike 

went away with a 

full stomach, fun 

prizes and smiles on 

their faces.  Thank 

you to all who 

joined us! 

Save the Date - 

Cinco De Mayo 

Pizza Bingo, May 

5!  Last one until 

the Fall!   

Come join us! 



 
Easter Egg Hunt 

Saturday, April 15, 10am 

 
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
Saturday, April 22, following the 5pm Mass 

 
Gerten’s Plant Card Sale 
April 22/23, 29,30, May 6/7 

After each Mass 

 

Work Camp Bake Sale 
Saturday & Sunday, April 29/30  

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Thursday, May 4, 12pm--7pm 

 

Cinco de Mayo Pizza Bingo 
Friday, May 5, 6pm-8pm 

 
First Communion 

Saturday and Sunday, May 6 and 7 

 

Parent’s Night Out 
Friday, May 12, 5-8pm 

 

CCW Style Show 
Saturday, May 20, at 11:30am 

 

Life Touch Pictures 
May 22/23 and June 1-10, in the Ravoux 

Room 

Feast of St. Peter’s Potluck 
Sunday, June 25, at 10 am.  Mass with pot-

luck immediately following 

Address Service Requested 

 

 

 

 

1405 Highway 13 

P.O. Box 50679 

Mendota, MN 55150-0679 

 

 

Phone:  651.452.4550 

www.stpetersmendota.org 
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Mission Statement 
 

St. Peter’s is here to bring the good news of the 
Gospel to all, so that every person can have a 

personal, life changing, life giving relationship with   
Jesus Christ. 

Currents published by Church of St. Peter���
Editor: Anne O’Keefe��

If you are receiving this and you no longer consider yourself a 

parishioner, please contact the parish office at 651�905�4302 to 

remove your name from our database.�
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Spring Events 

Thank you to Streamworks and its president, parishioner �
Tony Zirnhelt, for their mailing services!�


