
For each edition of Currents, we are asking 

Fr. Steven to respond to your faith-related 

questions. Thank you to those who submitted 

questions for this article! Have a question 

about the Catholic faith? Submit your 

questions to Sara Rogers (651-905-4308 or 

srogers@stpetersmendota.org) and Fr. Steven 

will answer them in our upcoming issues! 

 

Parishioner: Where do you get ideas for your 

homilies? And do you ever get writers block? 

 

Fr. Steven: One day a six-year-old boy 

walked up to the priest after Mass and gave 

him a jar full of pennies he had saved. The 

priest was very touched, saying to the boy, 

“How very kind of you. What inspired you to 

give these to me?” The boy responded, 

“Because every Sunday on the way home 

from Mass my parents always say you’re the 

poorest preacher in town.” 

  

“Give us this day our daily bread . . .” When it 

comes to preparing a homily, I find it very 

helpful to start with an act of basic humility, 

to simply admit what is true for all of us, that 

we depend upon God for our daily bread, both 

physical and spiritual. The homily makes up 

part of the “spiritual bread” we 

need for our souls – and I always 

need to keep in mind that it is God 

who provides it. So, since I’m 

called to break open the scriptures 

at Mass and help us understand its 

application to our daily, Christian 

lives, I start by begging, asking God for “the 

bread” I need to hand out at Mass.  

 

Homily preparation is, therefore, more about 

listening than anything else. As I read the 

passages from the Bible I try to prayerfully 

listen with my heart so I can hear what God is 

saying. Sometimes inspirations come quickly; 

most times I have to wait several days, which 

is good for me – to wait in poverty, to depend 

on God.  

 

As I let the Word of God speak to me first, 

allowing His words to resonate within my own 

life and experience, this is what gives greater 

form and structure to the initial inspirations. I 

am often amazed, and always grateful, at how 

the Holy Spirit helps me throughout this 

process by showing me various connections 

between the Word of God for that Mass, with 

other parts of Scripture, together with my own 

personal experience of grace, sin, mercy, 

human life, and culture.  

 

The final stage of homily preparation is a 

matter of weaving all the strands of inspiration 

and insight together so that it may be given 

and understood by those who hear it. So, if 

ever you hear a good homily, we 

can both praise God together. But 

if you ever hear a poor one, well, 

you can blame me for that – hoping 

you’ll intensify your prayers for 

me, or at least, leave me a jar of 

pennies.  
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F ounded by Mary Jo Copeland 

in 1985, Sharing and Caring 

Hands’ mission is to be a 

compassionate response to the 

needs of the poor in the Twin 

Cities. Every second Wednesday 

of even numbered months, 

volunteers from St. Peter 

generously give their time to 

prepare and serve lunch to those in need at the Sharing 

and Caring Hands center in Minneapolis.  

 

Tom and Mary O’Neill, who have been serving others 

through this ministry for several years, have said, 

“Sharing and Caring Hands is much, much bigger than 

serving a meal to people who need it.” In addition to 

providing meals, a grocery store, a used clothing store, 

housing for about 100 families, some housewares and 

bedding, cash and other services for individuals and 

families in need are also available.  

 

Based on a recent tour of the facilities (available on 

Mondays), Mary O’Neill is now also making fleece 

blankets for the children who come to the center. The 

O’Neills’ time spent helping those in need “quickly 

evolved into enjoying the camaraderie with our fellow 

parishioners and with the guests coming through the line 

to receive their meal.” Volunteers frequently enjoy the 

homemade muffins and cupcakes Marge Sullivan brings 

to share with the volunteers during breaks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Both men and women are needed to help with 

lifting pans of potatoes, meatballs, and green beans, 

as well as help with scraping pans when doing 

dishes. If you’re able to give your gift of time one 

Wednesday a month to help serve a warm meal to 

those in need at Sharing & Caring Hands, please 

contact Sara Rogers in the parish office at 

srogers@stpetersmendota.org or 651-905-4308. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In many cases, donated blankets are a child’s only 

covering at night – they are much needed and much 

appreciated. In fact, many women from the parish 

have met to work on blankets together, so more can 

be made and fellowship can also be enjoyed. If you 

are interested in donating fleece blankets for the 

approximately 100 children who come to the center 

each month, please contact Mary O’Neill at 

eo101@msn.com or 651-454-5128.  

“Sharing and Caring Hands is much, much bigger than serving a meal to 
people who need it.”  - Tom and Mary O’Neill 
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Sharing and Caring Hands 

by Jonna Dunst 

How can you give of your time? 

How can you share your talent? 
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T hanks to everyone who took the time to complete a 2014 Stewardship Commitment Card and 

for your patience while the parish office transitioned to a new software system to capture all of 

the responses. A total of 257 response cards were completed and returned during this year’s 

Stewardship Renewal, resulting in 61 parishioners who newly volunteered to offer their time and 

talent to fill 122 ministry positions.    

  

It can be challenging to dedicate time in busy schedules to volunteer for various ministries. Yet, 

it’s also extremely important and rewarding for all parishioners to stay engaged in parish life. To 

everyone who recommitted to ministries in which you were already involved, as well as to the 61 

people who have prayerfully signed up for new ways to give back to St. Peter’s, on behalf of the 

Stewardship Committee, thank you! 

The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, 

not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  
2 Corinthians 9:6-7 
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Stewardship Renewal Report 
Fall 2014 

THANK YOU for your gifts of time, talent and treasure! 

Stewardship Renewal Summary 
—————— 

Total Cards Returned………267 

New commitments to ministries (Stewardship of Talent)…….122 
Offertory Commitments (Stewardship of Treasure) …….232 

Total annual amount pledged……….$425,672 



M ike and Sarah Larsen joined St. Peter’s in 2007 

when they moved to Mendota Heights from 

Minneapolis. Mike’s sister Sandy Larsen and their niece 

Katie were already members of the parish, so joining St. 

Peter’s was an easy decision as family is very important 

to them, and they are happy they made that choice eight 

years ago. Mike and Sarah celebrated ten years of 

marriage with a fantastic trip to Paris in the fall of 2014. 

The highlight, among many, 

they cherished most was 

attending Mass at Notre-Dame 

Cathedral. A prayer was 

offered to the statue of St. 

Peter for our new priest, 

Father Steven, and was clearly 

answered. 

 

Mike is originally from 

Kerkhoven, Minnesota. He’s 

currently a project manager 

fo r  T opcon  Prec i s ion 

Agriculture and works from home. 

His job has offered opportunities to travel to great 

places like Brazil, Australia, Germany, France, and 

Nebraska! Mike stays busy coaching baseball. This 

summer he’ll be lucky enough to coach four days a 

week, with their son Tommy’s team again and adding 

their daughter Lily’s t-ball team. Golf is also a favorite 

activity of Mike’s. 

Sarah is from New Ulm, Minnesota. She works for the 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) in St. 

Paul. Working in the environmental field has been a 

calling for Sarah as a way to give back and improve the 

world around us, and she’s been with the MPCA for 

over twelve years. Sarah is also busy with the Mendota 

Elementary PTA, where their family has become friends 

with many parishioners of St. Peter’s. 

The Larsens have two children. Tommy is 

eight and a second grader at Mendota 

Elementary. He recently had his first 

reconciliation and is excited to make his first 

communion this spring at St. Peter’s. 

Tommy loves to read, learn about history, 

and play Lego, football, and baseball. He has 

recently become a big fan of Star Wars but 

has yet to watch Return of the Jedi (no 

spoilers, please!). Lily is four and goes to 

Visitation for preschool and Montessori. 

She’s very excited to go to kindergarten next year, and 

loves to color, play with her dolls, and pretend to work/

shop at Target. Lily also loves Sunday School with Mr. 

Gary and Ms. Anne here at St. Peter’s! 

Even with their busy life, the Larsens make their faith 

and serving at our church a priority. Sarah is currently 

the chair of the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC), and is in 

her third and final year. 

Serving on the council has 

been a great way to meet 

people, get involved, and 

understand the parish. Sarah 

says, “The three years that 

I’ve served on the council 

have seen changes and stress 

and both sadness and joy, but 

I’m blessed to have been able 

to do what I can to help 

during that time and have 

enjoyed it all. The spiritual 

growth that Father Steven has 

already encouraged in the PPC and the parish in his 

time here so far is simply inspiring.” Sarah is also a 

member of the Mom’s Group, the Fall Festival 

committee, and substitutes for Catechism classes. 

Mike is an usher for the Sunday Masses and a member 

of the Men’s Club. He helps out with the Fall Festival, 

and is a frequenter of coffee & donuts on Sundays. 

Together, the Larsens have been a part of the Feed My 

Starving Child ministry and look forward to its growth 

in the future. 

The Larsens have loved St. Peter’s from the start. In 

particular, they love its rich history, beautiful new and 

historic churches, gorgeous grounds, and most of all, the 

amazing priests, staff, and parishioners, now 

and through the years. The Church of St. 

Peter’s warm embrace of individuals and 

families is something they cherish. In 

particular, they appreciate how families with 

young children are received. They have also 

witnessed the church’s facilities be a focal 

point of the community, including events for 

school, Cub Scouts, and many more 

organizations. They look forward to many 

more years at the parish and the journey of 

getting to know Christ and His beautiful 

flock. 
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Parishioner Spotlight: The Larsen Family 

Photo taken by parishioner Sara Longsdorf. 

Mike and Sarah at Notre- 

Dame Cathedral last fall. 
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Thank you to everyone who participated in or attended  
our recent parish events!  

 
If you have photos from any events at St. Peter’s and you’re willing to 

share them, please contact Sara Rogers at 

srogers@stpetersmendota.org or 651-905-4308. 

Christmas Pageant  

New Parishioner 
Dinner 

Cana Dinner 
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L iturgy is the beating heart of the Catholic faith. Ritual and yet fluid, familiar 

and mysterious, predictable and still elusive; the Eucharistic celebration is 

what propels each of us into the courses of the world to nourish and purify it, 

and draws us back for renewal, formation, and fortification. Among the 

primary weights laid on us at Baptism is to attend and participate in the Mass 

each week, and on those most important holy days. 

 

The highest order of lay participation is to take the part of Mary, sitting at the 

Lord’s feet to learn from him, responding to his questions, interacting with 

him; and then to receive from his sacred hands the very Bread of Life. 

 

Other forms of participation exist to aid in the smooth, reverent, and devout execution of the Liturgy. These roles 

must be filled by some of the lay faithful trained and prepared to carry out those actions that aid the whole 

community in celebrating. These ministries include the ushers, altar servers, lectors, sacristans, and extraordinary 

ministers of Holy Communion. 

 

Perhaps you are called to fill one of these roles. There is always room for 

more to volunteer, and the need never decreases. Some of the qualifications 

may vary, but the first is the same—faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

Ushers serve the community with a welcoming smile and greeting as the 

congregation arrive. Their greatest tasks are to see to the needs of 

parishioners by providing direction, help for any in distress, and help for 

those in need of hearing or vision assistance. Ushers should be high school-

aged or older. Please contact Marcus Connolly (651-208-8048; 

mconnolly@carlinobrien.com) to volunteer, or if you have questions. 

 

Altar Servers assist the celebrant most closely, providing him with the proper vessels, books, or other materials as 

needed. Reverently attending to the needs of the priest, they make the whole celebration more prayerful by 

preventing unnecessary distraction and delay. Anyone fourth grade or older is eligible. Please contact either Trish 

Reimann, or Sandy Larsen (651-717-8363; sandra.larsen@comcast.net) to enroll.  

 

Lectors are charged with proclaiming the Word of God as recorded in the scriptures. Lectors must prepare so as to 

clearly speak the words God speaks to the Church. Lectors should be sacramentally confirmed before stepping into 

this role. Please contact Helen Wilkie (651-260-2420; helenwilkie@comcast.net) regarding this ministry. 

 

Sacristans are responsible for preparing the sanctuary and the vessels for the 

Liturgy. This is another role that supports the priest directly in making sure the 

materials of the Mass are ready. Sacristans should also be confirmed before 

being commissioned for ministry. Al and Gail Barta (651-454-9552; 

algailbarta@q.com) would be happy to answer your questions about this 

ministry, or to help you become trained. 

 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are entrusted in many ways 

with the high privilege of carrying and offering Christ in his most unique and 

humble presence, the Most Blessed Sacrament. Once again, these ministers 

must be confirmed before their commissioning. Laurie Reding (612-419-1709; 

lreding1@aol.com) will be happy to answer your questions, or let you know the 

soonest training opportunity. 

Liturgical Ministry Opportunities 
By David Dunst, Director of Music and Liturgy 

mailto:helenwilkie@comcast.net


Faithful Shepherd Catholic School 
Upcoming Events 
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Enrollment Now Open For Fall 2015! 
Our parish school is now accepting applications 

for the 2015-2016 school year. Visit their website at 

www.fscsmn.org or contact Enrollment Coordinator, 

Shawnessy Schwartz, by phone at 651-262-2898 or by 

email at sschwartz@fscsmn.org for more information. 

 

Parishioner Appreciation Mass  
Wednesday, April 29, 8 to 10 am 

Parishioners of all ages are invited to attend Mass at 

Faithful Shepherd at 8:15 am, and afterwards, join 

current parents and staff for coffee and donuts. Come see 

how the school has grown since its inception 15 years 

ago!  

 

Middle School Performance of Alice 

in Wonderland, Jr. 
Monday, May 11, at 1 pm and 7 pm 

Tuesday, May 12, at 7 pm 

Tickets are $4 for adults, $2 for students and free for 

children five and under. Order forms are available online 

at www.fscsmn.org.  

Summer Program Registration Now 

Open 
Looking for summer activities for your child? We offer 

Summer Enrichment Programs for children in grades K-

8 including sports camps, Lego classes, a book club, 

Mad Science camps, and more! Programs are open to 

ALL students in the south metro area. Visit the FSCS 

website at http://www.fscsmn.org/page/3361 for a list of 

programs and to register for classes. Please contact 

Tamra Paschall, FSCS Activities Director, at 

tpaschall@fscsmn.org with questions. 

Participants of our Annual Spelling Bee 

during Catholic Schools Week. 

Across 

1. HE LOVES YOU AND DIED FOR YOU 

5. THE LAST NAME OF OUR PARISHIONER  

     SPOTLIGHT FAMILY THIS MONTH 

7. OUR PRIEST’S FIRST NAME 

9. THE CITY OUR CHURCH IS IN 

10. WHAT JESUS DIED ON 

 

Down 

2. THE FORT ACROSS THE RIVER FROM OUR CHURCH 

3. FAITH, HOPE, AND ____ 

4. FR. STEVEN IS ONE 

6. PETER IS ONE 

8. THE DAY WE CELEBRATE JESUS’ RESURRECTION 

www.fscsmn.org 
651-406-4747 

http://www.fscsmn.org
mailto:sschwartz@fscsmn.org
http://www.fscsmn.org
http://www.fscsmn.org/page/3361
mailto:tpaschall@fscsmn.org


 

Knights of Columbus  

Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday, April 4 at 10 am   

 

CCW Style Show 
Saturday, April 11, 8-2 pm 

 

Parents’ Night Out 
Saturday, April 11, 5-8 pm 

 

Divine Mercy Service 
Sunday, April 12 at 2 pm 

 

 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
Saturday, April 18 at 6 pm 

 

Workcamp Pancake Breakfast 
and Bake Sale 

Sunday, April 19, 10 am-1 pm 

 

Pizza Bingo 
Friday, April 24, 6-8 pm 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Thursday, April 30, 11 am-6 pm 

 

Holy Thursday Mass 
April 2 at 7 pm 

 

Good Friday Service 
April 3 at 7 pm 

 

Easter Vigil 
April 4 at 8 pm 

 

Easter Sunday Masses 
April 5 at 9 and 11 am 

Address Service Requested 

 
 
 
 
1405 Highway 13 
P.O. Box 50679 
Mendota, MN 55150-0679 
 

 
Phone:  651.452.4550 
www.stpetersmendota.org 
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Mission Statement 
 

The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in Minnesota,  
serves as a cornerstone of faith and heritage, 

where we welcome all to celebrate and live as the Body of Christ. 
We embrace our commitment to continue this founding legacy, 
care for future generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 

Currents published by Church of St. Peter   
Editor: Sara Rogers  

If you are receiving this and you no longer consider yourself a 
parishioner, please contact Darlene Olson in the parish office at 

651-905-4302 to remove your name from our database. 
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April Events 

Thank you to Streamworks and its president, parishioner  
Tony Zirnhelt, for their mailing services! 


