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Welcome

The Historic Clwrch of Saint Peler welcomes all
of you who enter here to share the herilage of years
gone by, In 1840, Father Lucien Galtier became the
residlent priest of the new parish, Saint Peler's. This
first church was actually a room, used as a chapel, at
the home of Scott Campbell, a governmenl interpreter
at Fort Snelling. Father Gallier began work on a noew
chapel which was dedicaled on Oclober 2, 1842, as the
first church of Saint Peter. This small log building,
measuring only lwenty by forly feet, had only a few
small windows, but it did have a bell which was
blessed a few weeks later on October 29. This small
structure served as bolh church and dwelling. Father
Galtier's work at Saint Peter's was conlinued in 1844
by Father Augustine Ravoux, [In 1853, (ive years
before Minnesota became a stale, the Historic Church
of Saint Peter, as we see |t loday, was built on these
rocky cliffs overlooking the jolning of the hMissiaslppl
and Minnesota Rivers, Falher Ravoux and his parish-
ioners buflt this present siructure of slone from a

nearby quarry, and split shingles by hand 1o cover the
roul,

In the years following, many changes were made,
mainly 1o 1he interior of the church,. In 1877, Father
PPayelle added side galleries resembling opera seats in
the rear of the church with stairs leading to each side.
In 1887, Father Duane tock the two slory adjunct,
previously used as a dwelling, and formed it Inlo a
sacristy /sanctuary. A new steeple and belfry were
built as the originals had been destroyed In a storm,
In 1902, Father Martin Mahoney removed the cenlter
alsle and Installed two side alsles. He also elevated
the floor four feel at the entrance and built a choir loft.
In 1904, Monsignor Oster inslalled stain glass win-
dows. In 1909 Father Patrick O'Connor inslalled side

altars and stalues,

In 1973 the Maintenance and Development Com-
mittee realized that the church needed a complete res-
toralion. A new cominillee was appointed, known as
the Restoration Commitiee. Afier a year of exlensive
research by our archivist, plans were drawn up, and
work was begun on the exterior of the church in 1977,
On May 27, 1978, work was begun on the Inlerior of

the church.  As the enormity of this restoralion be-
came a reality, it was decicded 10 forego the steeple
restoration, but a dedicated preservationist, upon
hearing of 1his, singly contributed the sum necded for
this final stage of restoration.

On Seplember 24, 1978, 1o celebrale the comple-
tion of the resloralion, a dedicalion ceremony was
held. Archbishop John Roach prosided at the Dedica-
tion, assisied by Father Michacl Arms, Pastor of the
Historic Church of Saint Peter at the time. The Res-
loration Committce and a large group of members of
the congregation dressed in period costumes, and
took the voyage from Forl Snelling to Saint Peter's on
the Jonathan Padelferd. It was a memorable and
happy day for the entire porish.

In December 1978, Iwelve parishioners were ap-
pointed to the Guardianship Board. This Board now
Ia entrusted with the responaibility 1o oversca all
fncets of the bullding, grounds and luncllons for the
Historie Church, and 1o administer the Memorial and
I'reservation Fund.

WE INVITE YOU TO ASS515T US IM A S5PECIAL
KIND OF PERMANENCE, PLEASE JOIN US 1IN
MRESERVING THE MHISTORIC CHURCH OF
SAINT PETER BY GIVING ., ..

* Memorial offerings al the time of the death
of a friend or relative, or in memory of some de-
ceased friend or relative on the anniversary of a
significant event.

= A donalion at Christimas time.

* [tequests (Wills and Testaments) can be made 1o
Historic Saint Peter's Choareh, willy the diroction
that the bequest be used for the Memorial Fund.

MAMES OF ALL DONORS AND MEMORIALS
WILL DECOME I'ART OF TIHE PERMANENT
RECORD OF THE HISTORIC CHURCH OF
SAINT PETER.
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