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Currents ST. PE      ER’S † 

DECEMBER 2015 

Dear Friends, 
 
It’s hard to believe that we’ve been together now for a whole year, praise God! I 
remember our first Sunday Mass together. From the very beginning I sensed a 
special grace from the Lord upon us, I knew everything was going to be ok. I know 
I’ve said it before to so many of you, but I have to say it again, I feel so blessed to be 
here, to be with you. 
 
I’m also excited for our future as God, little by little, unveils His special plan for us, a 
plan that I know will take us deeper into the heart of Christ and His love for us. With 
Christ as our focus, we can confidently anticipate many fruits and blessings. 
 
I’m often asked what I like most about being a priest. This is always hard to answer, 
for there’s so much I love about the life to which God has called me. Without a 
doubt, the highlight of my week are the times we are together for Mass. It would be 
hard to express in words the grace of these moments together around the altar. I 
also find a special joy in celebrating baptisms and weddings. The times when my 
heart is often most deeply touched is in hearing confession, anointing the sick, and 
ministering to those who struggle and suffer. If I were to sum up the greatest 
blessing of my priesthood, perhaps it would be the fact that, given my role in the 
Body of Christ, I get a front row seat in witnessing the power of God and His mercy 
working in peoples lives, within their hearts. It is an experience that often humbles 
me, and at times overwhelms me. 
 
Let me take this opportunity to thank you again for welcoming me into your hearts 
and into your prayers. I am so grateful to be so supported by all of you. We were 
never meant to walk this journey of faith alone. This is why Jesus called people 
together to form his family, the Church. I look forward to many more years growing 
together in love for Christ and in love for each other. Be assured of my special love 
and prayers for all of you and your families. 
 May God bless you, 

 
 

 
 Fr. Steven 
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Darlene Olson’s Retirement from St. Peter’s 
By Mary Jubenville, Business Manager 

 

December 31 will mark the end of an era here at St. 

Peter’s. Darlene Olson who has been on staff for 

over 26 years will be retiring at the end of the year. 

It goes without saying that she will be sorely missed 

and her contributions to the parish have been 

priceless!  She has touched the lives of many 

parishioners and has been a true gift to us all. 

 

Darlene has maintained our database for years. I 

can’t even imagine how many births, weddings, 

deaths, and address changes she has recorded and 

kept track of over the past 26 years. She is a wealth 

of information and is the one we automatically go to 

with questions about dates, events and stories about 

parishioners. Many times the start of our questions 

to her are phrased something like this...Darlene do 

you remember who/what/when/why?  The amazing 

part is she remembers almost everything. She is our 

own living encyclopedia, Google search engine and 

Wikipedia wrapped up in one package! 

 

The weekly bulletin that keeps us so well informed 

is created by her every week. She knows everything  

 

that is going on in the parish. With deadlines 

constantly changing, she does a great job keeping 

track of due dates and has incredible patience 

reminding us when articles are due. Somehow she 

manages to get our mail dropped off every day. She 

is always looking ahead and keeps everything 

running smoothly.  

 

Of course that is just the business side of her. There 

is another side to Darlene, one in which she has 

developed long and lasting friendships with 

parishioners, staff and former staff members. She 

has developed a great many professional 

relationships as well. She has been a lot of fun to 

work with and we will miss her dangly earrings, pig 

and Packer office, and her sense of humor. 

 

Here are some quotes from the staff about Darlene: 

 

From the moment I started this job Darlin’ Darlene 

has been more than willing to show me the ropes, 

always patient with me – even if I was driving her 

nuts! There will be a big void in the office not having 

her here. Her knowledge of all things St. Peter’s will 

not be able to be replaced.  

 

I’ll be very lonely now that I’ll be the only Packer 

fan on staff.  

 

Who’s going to bring in the donuts this Friday? 

 

Too bad we can’t download her memory into some 

kind of storage and tap into it when we need it.  

  

She seems to know, and genuinely care about, every 

member of the parish, and many, many more from 

the past. 

  

She’s a Packer and Yankee fan! You live in 

Minnesota! 

We’ll definitely miss her. 
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This is what Darlene has to say about her years at St. 

Peter’s:   

October 18, 1989:  My first day at St. Peter’s. I was to 

work on a Macintosh computer (12” x 12” mind you), no 

voice mail, network, email, Internet, or website. 

Messages were handwritten on “While You Were Out” 

pink slips. Fr. Kevin would dictate his article on a 

Dictaphone transcriber, all other articles were submitted 

handwritten and I typed them into the bulletin. Clip art 

used in the bulletin was cut out and numbered and the 

publishing company would pick the art up. Enter 2015: 

we are networked, there is voice mail, email, Internet, 

and we are on our third website! I very rarely type a 

bulletin announcement since I receive almost everything 

electronically! I feel an incredible amount of appreciation and gratitude to St. Peter’s for these years. I have made 

many great connections with people both on staff as well as with the wonderful parishioners of this parish. I am 

excited about this new path in front of me as I plan to catch up on some projects, spend more time with family and 

friends, and do some traveling. 

Obviously the job has changed quite a bit and Darlene has kept up with it all! There will be a chance for everyone 

to say their goodbyes on December 26 and 27 following all Masses. In the meantime, if you have the opportunity, 

feel free to stop in to see her one more time. I think I speak for all when I say:    

Happy Retirement Darlene. We will miss you!! 

Introduction to Elizabeth McCanna our  

Youth Coordinator 

Hello from your new youth coordinator! In case we haven’t had a chance to meet, 

my name is Elizabeth McCanna and I am thrilled to be at St. Peter’s as the youth 

coordinator. It has just been six months since I started and what a wonderful six 

months it has been. My time here began with our annual Workcamp trip, something 

I had not done with St. Peter’s since I volunteered as an adult on the 2010 trip to 

Darby, Pennsylvania.  Along with 11 youth and 3 other adults, I traveled to 

Michigan and spent a week serving others and getting to know everyone, especially 

on our daily trips to the Dairy Queen! 

Just weeks after starting here at St. Peter’s, my husband and I found out we would be expecting our first baby, due 

March 3, 2016. So far I have been blessed with an easy pregnancy and a healthy little girl developing just as she 

should. We are excited to add to our family which includes my husband Mike, Lily our rabbit, Novalee our dog 

and myself. When we’re not at St. Peter’s, you can find us out on a fun adventure. We love being outside, 

especially up on the North Shore and in the Boundary Waters. I am so grateful to God for calling me to this 

position, and I’m grateful for this parish community. I am excited to see what else He has in store! 
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GAGA Ball 

Four Square Tug-O-War 

Duggan’s Dash 

If you would like to join the Fall Festival Committee, please contact our Community Life Coordinator, Anne 

O’Keefe, at 651-905-4308 or aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org. 

The three wise men 

Brotherly Love 

Kid’s games, look at those prizes! 

 
What a day!  An 
uplifting Mass, 

delicious food, fun 
games, family and 
friends. Thank you 
all for making this 
day such a success!  

5
th
 Annual Fall Festival 

Photos by Ken Weisenburger and Pat Kemper 
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New Parishioner 
Dinner 

The three wise men 

Smells good! 

Newly Married Couple Ministry 
By Lisa Amos, Pastoral Associate  

On November 10, the first evening event for the St. 

Peter’s ministry for newly married couples, was held 

at The Olive Grove in Mendota Heights. Five 

couples, some married less than a month and some 

just over a year, gathered together and enjoyed an 

evening getting to know one another, telling wedding 

stories, and in the process, learning about olive oil 

and aged balsamic vinegars. 

 

The goal of this ministry is to connect couples who 

are just beginning their vocation in marriage so that 

they may support one another and encourage each 

other to grow in faith, and to help them realize that 

they are a vital part of our parish community. 

 

One couple, Michael and Ashley Johnson, married on 

October 2, 2015, at St. Peter’s, remarked when asked 

about whether this ministry addressed a need for 

couples like them, “[We] have some other young 

couples we enjoy spending time with, but they are 

either not Catholic or are family. The chance to meet 

and spend time with young Catholic couples who 

share our commitment to the Church, and St. Peter’s 

in particular, is very exciting.” 

 

At The Olive Grove, couples began with a prayer of 

thanksgiving for the gift of marriage and for God’s 

blessing as they live out their vocation. Natalie 

Jaeger, Olive Grove staff person and self-titled olive 

oil geek and foodie, shared her knowledge of both the 

health benefits and the taste delights of authentic, 

quality oils and vinegars.  Couples then had an 

opportunity to taste the store’s offerings, ask 

questions, and most importantly, mingle with one 

another.  So much fun was had that the event ran late 

and no one seemed to notice. 

 

Everyone who attended agreed that the ministry 

should continue. In the future, lead couples will 

arrange for future events to a variety of destinations 

with opportunities for prayer, social interaction, and 

charitable works. 

 

“We had a great time. It was a nice mix of learning 

something new and having some new experiences 

balanced with plenty of time for social interaction. 

[We are] very excited and looking forward to more 

events in the future,” said Michael Johnson. 

Save the Date  
Cana Dinner 

Saturday, February 13, 2016  

Mass at 5:00, Social Hour at 6:00,  

Dinner at 7:00 
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Parishioner Spotlight: Lisa Hursin 
By Anne O’Keefe, Community Life Coordinator 

After meeting Lisa for the first time I realized she 

was someone the whole parish should meet, not 

just the few lucky ones that might get introduced 

by chance.  Here is her story on how she chose St. 

Peter’s as her parish, or rather how God chose St. 

Peter’s for her. 

 

Lisa graduated with a degree in dietetics and 

nutrition last spring from Madonna University in 

Michigan. As part of her career, Lisa is required to 

complete a one year internship at a hospital. 

Searching for an internship, Lisa could have 

chosen to stay in the comforts of Michigan with 

her family and friends. However, through prayer 

and deep discernment, Lisa felt the Lord leading 

her to a new location. Her older sister, who has 

been her biggest influence in her relationship with 

the Lord, spent a year in Canada as a missionary. 

When she returned Lisa noticed a big change in 

her and her love of the Lord. Because her sister 

was willing to put her trust in the Lord, Lisa was 

inspired to do the same. 

Putting her faith in God’s hands, Lisa applied to 

the VA Minneapolis Dietetic Internship program, 

while at the same time applying to other Michigan 

programs. As she was struggling to decide if she 

could actually move away from home, Lisa 

brought it to prayer and asked the Lord, “Father, I 

cast all my fears and anxieties onto you. With 

those aside, what is Your will for me?” Lisa felt 

the Lord shedding light onto the Minneapolis 

program. Putting her faith in His hands, Lisa 

explained that on the evening she found out what 

program she was going to be matched to, she 

prayed to the Lord, “Father, let Your will be done, 

not mine.” Lisa was matched to the VA in 

Minnesota and knew that God had called her here 

for a reason.  

After Lisa arrived in Minnesota, the reality of 

being away from home and trying something new 

was setting in. She felt lost and scared. Out of 

proximity to where she lived she decided to go to a 

daily Mass here at St. Peter’s. Father Steven’s  

homily that morning could not have been more suited 

for her.  

Father explained in his homily how one needs to lay 

down his or her sorrows and give gratitude when in the 

presence of the Eucharist. Lisa stayed after Mass that 

morning and prayed to God, sharing her sorrow with 

Him. As she stood up from payer, a woman approached 

with a big smile and welcomed Lisa to the parish; it 

was just what she needed. Lisa did not get her name, 

but she feels as if it was her guardian angel letting her 

know she was going to be ok.  

As they were chatting, Father walked up. Her first 

thought was that he was closing up the church and 

going to ask them to leave. Instead he approached her 

with a big smile, and a warm hello, and welcomed her 

to the parish. Her prayers were answered instantly. Lisa 

drove home with tears of joy because it was at that 

moment she knew God had a plan for her, and that this 

journey to Minneapolis had a deeper purpose. 

Lisa has been living in Minneapolis for three months 

now and is immersing herself in St. Peter’s. Every 

Tuesday she attends adoration and usually goes to the 

9:00 Mass on Sunday. She has made contact with 

Elizabeth McCanna, our youth coordinator, and will be 

speaking to a group of high school girls about body 

image and self esteem. She is starting a Young Adult 

Ministry where young adults 

can gather and reflect on the 

Gospel and the homily after 

Mass. She would love to see 

a young adult/youth Mass on 

Sunday evenings too! 

Lisa’s experience at morning 

Mass is a wonderful reminder 

to greet everyone, especially 

those that are new to our 

parish. Let us all spread the 

love of the Lord! 



Faithful Shepherd Catholic School 
Upcoming Events 

St
. P

et
er

’s 
Ki

ds
’ C

or
ne

r 

7 

Enrollment Now Open For Fall 2016! 
Our parish school is now accepting applications 

for the 2016-2017 school year. Visit their website at 

www.fscsmn.org or contact the Enrollment Coordinator, 

Leah Bungener, at 651-262-2898 e-mail 

lbungener@fscsmn.org for more information. 

 

Christmas Concerts at Faithful 

Shepherd 

We invite parishioners to come celebrate the Christmas 

season by attending any of our Christmas concerts at 

Faithful Shepherd.  

Tuesday, December 15 at 6:15—Kindergarten 

Tuesday, December 15 at 7:00—1st and 2nd grade 

Thursday, December 17 at 6:30—Choir and Band 

Concert 

Tuesday, December 22 at 6:15—3rd and 4th grade 

Tuesday, December 22 at 7:15—5th grade 

All concerts are held in the Faithful Shepherd School 

Gymnasium. Contact the school at 651-406-4747 for 

more information. 

 

Gala for Giving  
The Stars Are Out Tonight 

Saturday, January 30, 2016 

Please join us for this fabulous and fun event that 

benefits Faithful Shepherd Catholic School. There are 

several ways you can take part in and support the Gala 

For Giving. Tickets can be purchased online on our 

website starting on December 1, 2015. Please consider 

donating an item for our silent auction or bid on items at 

our online action January 21 through January 28 at 

https://www.biddingforgood.com. For more information 

about the Gala for Giving event, visit the event website 

at https://fscsmn.ejoinme.org/gala2016, or contact Beth 

Duffy at mandbduffy@msn.com 

 

Open house at FSCS 

 

Friday, February 4 from 6-7pm–Families interested in 

learning more about FSCS are invited to attend our open 

house. For more information contact Leah Bungener at 

651-262-2898 or by e-mail at lbungener@fscsmn.org. 

www.fscsmn.org 
651-406-4747 



Children’s Christmas Pageant 
Sunday, December 20 at 10:00 

 

New Parishioner Dinner 
Saturday, January 9 at 6:00 

 

Pizza Bingo 
Friday, January 22 at 6:00 

 

Grade 2 Focus Mass 
Sunday, January 24 

 

Workcamp Pancake Breakfast 
Sunday, January 24 

 

Catholic School Week 
January 31 - February 6 

 

Ash Wednesday 
February 10 

 

Cana Dinner 
Saturday, February 13 

 

Workcamp Pasta Dinner 
Friday, February 19 

 

Christmas Eve Masses 
December 24 at 4:00 and 8:00 

 

Christmas Day Masses 
December 25 at 9:00 and 11:00 

 

Solemnity of Mary,  
Mother of God Mass 

December 31 at 4:00 

January 1 at 10:00 

Address Service Requested 

 
 
 
 
1405 Highway 13 
P.O. Box 50679 
Mendota, MN 55150-0679 
 

 
Phone:  651.452.4550 
www.stpetersmendota.org 

 
Non-profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Twin Cities MN 
Permit No. 5000 

Mission Statement 

 

The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in Minnesota,  
serves as a cornerstone of faith and heritage, 

where we welcome all to celebrate and live as the Body of Christ. 
We embrace our commitment to continue this founding legacy, 
care for future generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 

Currents published by Church of St. Peter   

Editor: Anne O’Keefe  

If you are receiving this and you no longer consider yourself a 

parishioner, please contact Darlene Olson in the parish office at 651-905-

4302 to remove your name from our database. 
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Upcoming Events 

1405 Highway 13

Thank you to Streamworks and its president, parishioner  

Tony Zirnhelt, for their mailing services! 


