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Since my conversion, or reawakening in the faith, or “re-
version” as it is sometimes termed for cradle Catholics, 
Advent has felt very Marian in nature. It could merely be 
that the Immaculate Conception is in the first half of the 
season, setting the tone. On the other hand, it could be that 
the Joyful Mysteries of the Holy Rosary seem to resonate 
more in Advent, or it could be something even more overtly 
spiritual. 
 
There could certainly be something to the idea of Mary’s 
journey to childbirth and the reality of her pregnancy that I 
associate with Advent, but as a man, I really have no 
firsthand frame of reference for that experience, only what 
my wife has shared with me. 
 
As a creative type and an artist, I feel I can relate to the 
sense of receiving an inspiration (inspire, in theological 
terms, means “to receive the Holy Spirit”), carrying the 
idea, forming it as days and weeks pass, and finally 
delivering the finished work as the fruit of long preparation. 
 
Even as the days pass, sometimes bearing the unfinished 
project in mind becomes more and more taxing than 
actually completing and bringing forth the finished song. 
I’d like to think most artists can relate to the struggle to find 
a balance between the internal need to continue developing 
the idea/song/image/vision, and overcoming the impatience 
of the process. 
 
When I have a great idea for a song that I really feel 
strongly about, in my mind I can experience glimpses of 
what I feel the finished song will be like, but have difficulty 
bringing into that vision the intermediate steps that will 
realize that glimpse. What steps need to be taken? What 
layers should be added? What kind of processing should be 
applied to optimize a given sound or instrument? 
 
When it comes to recording music, there are tens of 
thousands of ways to accomplish the same sound, and it 
leads me to a kind of paralysis. 
 
The same is true in the spiritual life; that sense of 
overwhelming possibility can stump us in a particular way, 
during these seasons of penitential preparation. When there 
are so many ways to ready ourselves for the coming of 
Christ, we can have difficulty knowing just where to begin. 
This is the more true as the depth and scope of the intended 
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project grows. 
 
If my interior life is too diffuse, scattered, and varied, 
clearing the space for the birth of the Lord in my heart 
becomes too daunting a task. Add in the imminent deadline 
that is steadily approaching amidst the many legitimate 
concerns and responsibilities of life -- be that in terms of 
profession, parenting, home ownership, social connection, 
or health and fitness, to name a few. 
 
It is here that my mind returns to my wife’s experience of 
pregnancy and her natural impulse of “nesting.”  The truth 
is that the idea or song can be so intimidating as an artist, 
but for the realization that the thing God wishes to birth in 
me is not my own. It is no more my responsibility to create 
the kind of Christian witness I want to live out, than it is my 
responsibility to make myself holy. I have spent my efforts 
in vain attempts to control the outcome, rather than my 
receptivity. 
 
It is Christ that is coming to life within me. I don’t have to 
create or prepare the outcome. I have but to prepare the 
space for Christ to come, just as my wife and I did when we 
expected each of our children. It is cleaning up, removing 
the clutter of the interior, practicing focus, so that the 
various aspects of my life begin to order themselves around 
the reality of what the Holy Spirit is bringing to fruit in my 
heart. 
 
May this Gaudete Sunday, a Sunday of rejoicing at the 
nearness of the Lord’s arrival, bring us the grace to prepare 
a worthy place in my life to live and love Jesus more fully. 
 

 
 
 
 

David Dunst 
Director of Music and Liturgy 
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Come as a Guest 
Leave as a Friend  

OFFICE INFORMATION 
 

Father Steven Hoffman: 651-452-4550 
Deacon Tim Hennessey: 651-905-4301 
Chris Seiple: 651-905-4307 
Lisa Amos: 651-905-4304 
  

Parish Office Hours: Mon –Fri, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.  
  

Phone: 651-452-4550  
  

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS 
Call the parish office for more information. 
  

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 
Email Lisa Amos at lamos@stpetersmendota.org, call 
her at 651-905-4304 or call the parish office. 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL AND 
TRI-PARISH CENTER 

St. John Neumann • St. Peter • St. Thomas Becket 
3355 Columbia Drive • Eagan, MN 55121 

651-406-4747 • www.fscsmn.org 

First Eucharist Program – Grade 2  
Classes for the First Eucharist program will begin on 
Wednesday, January 9. Your second grade child should 
have been registered in the Reconciliation program (Grade 
2) and will therefore be automatically enrolled in the First 
Eucharist program. Please call Kathy Raible at 
651-905-4311 if you have any questions or concerns.  

There will be no Faith Formation classes on Wednesday, 
December 26 and January 2. Classes will resume on 
January 9. 

FAITH FORMATION GRADES 1-8

ELEMENTARY FAITH FORMATION

Join us at one of our Christmas Concerts! 
We look forward to our students 
performing and hope you can join us for the 
concert and a reception to follow. All 
concerts will be held in our school gym. All 
concerts take place at 7 p.m. 
 
December 18: 1st, 2nd and 3rd grade 
Concerts  
December 20: Band and Choir Concert  

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL CHRISTMAS CONCERTS 

There will be no LWC on Sunday, December 23 and 30. 
We will resume this program on January 6. 

LITURGY OF THE  
WORD FOR CHILDREN

Grade 1 – 5 Religious Education Families 
Please remember to keep Wednesday, December 19, 
marked for our Large Group Family Event! All students in 
Grades 1 – 5, and at least one parent per family, will come 
together to celebrate Advent. We will be doing a very spe-
cial activity on the O Antiphons. Each family is encouraged 
to bring a good scissors, a glue gun or glue dots from home!  
Please let Kathy know if you cannot join us that evening. 
Contact her at kraible@stpetersmendota.org. 

GRADE 1-5 GROUP FAMILY EVENT

Last year Faithful Shepherd created the Future STARS 
Scholarship Fund, as a way for alumni parents and friends 
of the school to show their support for Catholic education. 
The fund provides financial aid to those families who want 
to send their children to Catholic schools, but need help to 
pay tuition.  
 

In our first year, over $30,000 was raised to provide 
scholarships to deserving students. Our hope is to continue 
growing this program, so that every child who desires a 
Catholic education receives one. “Our intention is to 
provide a full scholarship for one student each year,” 
explained one donor. “Faithful Shepherd did a lot for our 
kids, and we are pleased to give back!” 
 

Faithful Shepherd awarded almost $200,000 in financial aid 
last year. The need is there, and it continues to grow. If you 
would like more information on the Future STARS 
Scholarship Fund, please contact Mike Randall, Executive 
Director, at 651-262-2885 or at mrandall@fscsmn.org. 
Thank you. 

FUTURE STARS SCHOLARSHIP 



ADMINISTRATIVE NEWS • STEWARDSHIP • COMMUNITY NEWS 

ALPHA IS BACK 
Alpha is returning to St. Peter’s  on 
Monday evenings February 18 
through May 13, from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. in Heritage Center. Alpha 
consists of a meal, a talk and small 
group discussion. It is an open, 
informal and honest space to explore 
and discuss life’s big questions 
together and is designed to create and/or deepen a personal 
relationship with Jesus. It is a place for fellowship with 
others. One recent participant commented: “I wish and hope 
everyone will take advantage of this series. At all stages of 
your faith journey, you will learn something new and grow 
in your faith!” Another said: “Alpha was a joy – bringing 
me into communion with others seeking a closer connection 
with God.” Sign-ups will begin online on January 19, and 
also after all Masses the weekends of January 19/20 and 
January 26/27. Please join us! Space is limited to 45 
participants. If you have any questions, please contact 
Laurie Reding at 612-419-1709 or at lreding1@aol.com. 

To all of our new 2018 parishioners—please 
save the date for our annual “New 
Parishioner Dinner.” A lasagna dinner will 
be held on Saturday, January 26, in Heritage 
Center following the 5 p.m. Mass. More 
information to come.  

 

If you would like to volunteer at this event, please contact 
Anne O’Keefe at 651-905-4308 or email her at 
aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
NEW PARISHIONER DINNER 

FLOWERS IN MEMORY OR 
HONOR OF LOVED ONES 

We are now accepting donations for Christmas flowers in 
memory or honor of a loved one. If you would like to make 
a donation, pick-up an envelope on the information counter 
or in the parish office and return it in the Sunday collections 
or in the parish office by Wednesday, Dec 19. All names 
received by the deadline will be listed in our Christmas 
bulletin. 

Come, step back in time and imagine our Historic Church at 
Christmas, as it might have been in the late 1800s. One can 
only wonder what it was like to bundle up and ride in a 
horse and buggy to Christmas Eve Mass on a cold and 
snowy night. We hope you can join us for an old fashioned 
Christmas open house on Thursday, January 3, from 5 to 
7 p.m. We will have tour guides available, carolers dressed 
in period costumes and a variety of Christmas cookies and 
hot drinks. If you would like to volunteer or donate cookies, 
please contact Anne O’Keefe at 651-905-4308 or at 
aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org. 

2ND ANNUAL HISTORIC CHURCH 
CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE 

The parish office will be closed on the 
following days for the holidays: 
 

Christmas 
All day Monday, December 24 
All day Tuesday, December 25 
 

New Year’s 
Closed at noon on Monday, December 31 
All day Tuesday, January 1 

PARISH OFFICE 
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 

SAVE THE DATE! 
CANA DINNER 

Cana Dinner - A Celebration of Marriage 
St. Peter’s annual Cana Dinner in Celebration of Marriage 
will be held on Saturday, February 9, beginning with Mass 
at 5 p.m., Social Hour at 6 p.m. and dinner at 7 p.m. Father 
Steven will be the key note speaker. All parishioners are 
invited to attend. Ticket sales will begin January 26/27. 

Christmas Eve Masses will take place at 4 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
There will be only one Mass on Christmas Day, which will 
take place at 10 a.m. There will be no 9 or 11 a.m. Masses 
that day. 

ONE MASS ON 
CHRISTMAS DAY 



THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR: DECEMBER 17 

Monday, December 17 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 

Tuesday, December 18 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 10 am Women’s Bible Study, Heritage Center 
 10:30 am Mobile Meals, Off Campus 
 

Wednesday, December 19 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Ravoux Room 
 6 pm Faith Formation Grades 1-5, Large Group 
  Event, Classrooms 
 6 pm Faith Formation Grades 6-8, Classrooms 
 6:30 pm Perissos, Youth Room 
 7 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
 

Thursday, December 20 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study, Conference Rm 3 
 7 pm AA Meeting, Classroom 5 
 

Friday, December 21 
 8 am Reconciliation, Main Church 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary) 
 7 pm Visitation School Seasonal Concert, Main 
  Church 
 

Saturday, December 22 
 9 am & 10:30 am 
  AA Meeting, Classrooms 
 3:30 pm Reconciliation 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 

Sunday, December 23 
 8:30 am Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
 9 am Mass, Main Church 
 10:30 am Rosary for St. Peter’s, Chapel of the 
  Nativity 
 10:30 am Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
 11 am Mass, Main Church 

Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/
 Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18 
Monday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 
 17 [cf. 7]/Mt 1:1-17 
Tuesday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 
 [cf. 7]/Mt 1:18-25 
Wednesday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-
 6ab, 16-17 [cf. 8]/Lk 1:5-25 
Thursday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 
 7c and 10b]/Lk 1:26-38 
Friday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-
 3, 11-12, 20-21 [1a; 3a]/Lk 1:39-45 
Saturday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 
 8abcd [cf. 1a]/Lk 1:46-56 
Next Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 
 [4]/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45  
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
OF DECEMBER 16 

St. Peter’s is here to bring the good news of the Gospel to 
all, so that every person can have a personal, life 
changing, life giving relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Trustees: 
Helen Wilkie…………………………….….651-260-2420 
Mark Mischke 

MASS INTENTIONS 
The following are the intentions  

offered by the priest at Mass: 
Monday, December 17           † Algrid Kapacinskas 
Tuesday, December 18           † Poor Souls 
Wednesday, December 19      † Richard Gangl 
Thursday, December 20            Alan Mayers 
Friday, December 21              † Bill Goetz 
Saturday, December 22             Mass For The People 
Sunday, December 23, 9 am   † Dave Ingiald 
                                   11 am  † Br. Michael Callahan 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 



PASTORAL MINISTRY 

FOLLOWING JESUS 
John the Baptist told the crowd that Jesus 
would baptize them with the Holy Spirit 
and fire! Let us open our hearts to the 
many ways that God calls us to deeper 
conversion, through the powerful 
working of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  

If you are uncertain about what an hour in our 
chapel might mean for you, consider what some 
of our adorers have to say about their very 
special time with Jesus. Over the next several 
weeks, we will be sharing some of their 
comments with you. 
 

The chapel is closed during the Masses. 
Between 9 p.m. and 5 a.m., there is access to the chapel only 
with a key card. If you need a sub for your hour, please refer 
to our substitute roster in advance to cover your hour. Contact 
Lisa Amos at lamos@stpetersmendota.org or at 651-905-4304 
to sign up for an hour of adoration. We still need adorers at the 
following hours: 

ADORATION CHAPEL  

Sunday 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
 
Friday 
Saturday: 

4 to 5 pm 
8 to 9 am, 3 to 4 pm 
6 to 7 pm 
1 to 2 am, 2 to 3 am 
Midnight to 1 am, 3 to 4 am, 10 to 11 am,  
1 to 2 pm, 3 to 4 pm 
1 to 2 am, Noon to 1 pm, 1 to 2 pm, 7 to 8 pm 
3 to 4 am, 10 to 11 am, 

CATECHISM CORNER 
There was recently a question about 
indulgences and whether that is something the 
Church still does. The short answer is yes, but 
the understanding of what an indulgence is and 
how they are obtained must be refined. 
 

Firstly, by way of definition, paragraph 1471 
expensively quotes Pope Saint Paul VI: “An 
indulgence is a remission before God of the 
temporal punishment due to sins whose guilt 
has already been forgiven…” That is to say, the 

punishment brought about by sin (suffering brought about by the 
nature of sin itself, not as some manifest retribution from God) 
remains with the person who has committed the sin, except for 
the loss of salvation, which may be restored through valid, 
sacramental Confession. 
 

The grace of an indulgence is said to come from the “Church's 
treasury,” all those graces available by virtue of the whole 
collection of the spiritual goods stored up in heaven. Those 
spiritual goods the Faithful have attained in life are made 
available to all, whether living or dead. (In fact, one can obtain an 
indulgence on their own behalf or for their beloved dead. (This 
capacity speaks in part to the meaning of the Communion of 
Saints.)(paragraph 1475-1476) 
 

It may be helpful to see indulgences as something the Church lays 
before the faithful who participate in the life of Christ through 
works of “decision, penance, and charity” (CCC 1478), rather 
than something the faithful can acquire from the Church. 
 

One might say that these graces are there to be taken by those 
who carry out works of prayer, penance or charity, and who 
intend to obtain such a gift. In essence, those who do things a 
saint would do and wish to receive that remission of punishment 
for sin are granted that grace known as an indulgence, either for 
themselves or for the deceased. 
 

Next week, we will address the conditions that must be met to 
gain this remission of “punishment”, and some common ways to 
obtain indulgences. 

GROUP TRIP TO AUSTIN, MN. 
Join Lisa Amos for our next trip to several 
sites in Austin. Tour the newly renovated 
St. Augustine’s Catholic Church, a stun-
ning Gothic revival church, built in 1896. 
Enjoy lunch at the Hormel Historic Home. 

Explore the mansion, filled with gorgeous Christmas deco-
rations. Last, but not least, play and learn at the one and 
only SPAM Museum. 
 

On Friday, December 28, we will depart in our coach bus 
from St. Peter’s at 9 a.m., following a specially scheduled 8 
a.m. Mass and return to St. Peter’s by 5 p.m. Reservations 
are limited; reserve your spot now by contacting Lisa Amos 
at 651-905-4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org. The cost 
is $45/person; this includes transportation, tours, lunch and 
all gratuities. The reservation deadline is December 19. I 
look forward to seeing you then! 

On Christmas morning, Listening House of St. Paul will be 
open for breakfast for those in need. Grandparents’ Ministry 
will be putting together 150 gift bags to be given to the 
guests.  
We are asking for the following items: white heavy socks, 
hygiene items such as travel-size soap, shampoo, 
toothpaste, etc., toothbrushes, tissues and hand-wipes, 
combs, scarves, caps, mittens, etc. (can be used, but they 
must be clean and neat), candy, fruit, 1 oz bags of chips/
snacks. Drop your donations in the bin in the Coat Room. 
We will be filling these bags on December 22, at 10 a.m. in 
Heritage Center. Call Joan Pilney at 651-454-1568 or Frank 
Pilney at 651-214-7621 with questions. 

GRANDPARENTS’ MINISTRY 
LISTENING PRESENCE 

A group of parishioners will be making a return 
trip to Migyera, Uganda in June to visit our 
sister parish, St. Anthony and do mission work 
at the schools where we have sponsored 
children, at some sponsored children’s homes 

and at the parish. We have 3 additional spaces available, if 
you would like to join us! Those who traveled last time will 
tell you it is the trip of a lifetime! If you would like to go, or 
have questions about the trip, please contact Laurie Reding 
at lreding1@aol.com or 612-419-1709. 

UGANDA TRIP 
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for Courteous and 
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JULIE PEITZ  
Licensed Social Worker 
(612) 866-5809 
jpjessie@comcast.net

Companionship - Light Housekeeping 
Errands - Transportation 
Meal Prep - Animal Care

Affordable & Reliable In-Home Care 
Services for Seniors

  Light Industrial & Office Staffing 651-238-0879
   Brian Thoemke - Parishioner  | www.northlandstaff.com

Helping Pregnant Women Since 1976
1140 S. Robert St. | West St. Paul, MN

651-457-1195
www.guidingstarwakota.org

coordinated.com
800-852-9084

Minnesota & Western Wisconsin’s 
Leader for Document Imaging, 
Network Services and Unified 

Communications.

Printing – Copying 
Scanning

Document Management 
Telephony Supplies 

And More!

Cleaners 
Dry Cleaning & Laundry Service

984 S. SMITH, W.  
ST. PAUL, MN 55118 

457-2909 
Drive-thru window

 
 

www.Klecatskys.com 
651.451.1551

Where your funeral is built on  
faith & personalized with  

elements that reflect your life.

 
 

Making Your Ideas Shine™

Patents • Trademarks • Copyrights 
Litigation • Licensing 

Jim Nikolai - Parishioner 
(612) 339-7461 

www.nm-iplaw.com

Nikolai &  
 Mersereau, p.a.

Attorneys at Law

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

Steven J. Stremski, 
Agent
1560 Livingston Ave. STE 101 
West St. Paul, MN

(651) 457-6348 
(877) 221-0346
www.stevestremski.com

Max Steininger Inc.
Excavation, Demolition, 

Earth Retention
Serving Commercial, Municipal, & 

Industrial Customers Since 1968

(651) 454-6620

Acacia Park  
Cemetery

Dale J. Bachmeier
651-452-1555

A non-profit perpetual care cemetery 
serving all faiths since 1925.

1000 S. Concord St. • So. St. Paul, MN 55075

651-451-1313 
www.furymotors.com

Shop 
24/7

Ken Pace - Bob Pace
1247 So. Robert St. | West St. Paul, MN 
651-455-9048 • 651-457-3935
We specialize in professional bumper to 
bumper auto care & repairs on foreign & 

domestic cars & trucks.

Sinclair

651-452-1311
Join Us Saturday & Sunday  for 
Breakfast from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

1352 Sibley Memorial Hwy • Mendota

Compliments of

Mendota Heights

A SUPERVALU Company
Callie Krummel, RPH 

Deborah Kohlmann, RPH 
Phone: 651.451.1113 

2001 South Robert Street 
West St. Paul, MN 55118 

Store Hours: M-F 9am-9pm 
Sat & Sun 9am-6pm

www.cubpharmacies.com

Monday 
thru 

Saturday

Stylists, Barber & Deep Tissue  
Massage Therapist

935 S. Smith Ave. West St. Paul

Free Internet

651.457.9307

Twin City Refuse 

& Recycling

319 Water St W St Paul, MN 55107 

www.twincityrefuse.com

On call roll off boxes & dump site  

651-227-1549

It’s Only Natural 
To Buy From The Grower.

5500 Blaine Avenue 
Inver Grove Heights, MN

651.450.1501 
www.gertens.com

Music, Amusement and 
Vending Services
The Lethert Family- 

Parishioners
www.mendotavalley.com

STEPHEN ABBOTT 
INSURANCE

Insurance Advantage 
Agency LLC

HOME - AUTO - LIFE 
BUSINESS - MORE

612-708-4417
sabbott@advantageagent.com 
stephenabbottinsurance.com

Center For A 
Balanced Life, Inc
Massage Stress Away

Sister M. Janine, Holistic Therapist

$5.00 off First Visit with this ad!

 1545 Livingston Ave.
 Ste. 100 
 West St. Paul, MN

 651-455-0473
www.centerforabalancedlife.com

All types of tree work 

Call Dave 
ISA Certified Arborist

651-492-5216
Tree Trimming • Stump Grinding 

Tree Planting • Tree Removal 
Stump Clean Up/Grinding 
Shrub Pruning • Hauling 

Bolt Cable • Snow Plowing

SCOTT WITZEL 
 GENERAL CONTRACTOR

612-600-7711  
BuildUpConstructionServices.com 

Roofing, siding, gutters, windows  

 Hail/wind damage professional 
Insurance restoration master  
Free storm damage inspection

Contact Rob Witte • rwitte@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2501

Heritage 
Center

Is Available For
Meetings & Parties

Rental Discount For
St. Peter’s Parishioners

Call Chris Seiple

At The Parish Office

651-452-4550
For Information & 

Reservations


