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RECONCILIATION

(In Main Church)
Friday 8-8:45 a.m. 
Saturday 3:30-4:45 p.m.
Any time by appointment.

WEEKDAY MASSES

(All in Historic Church)
Monday-Friday at 9 a.m. 

PERPETUAL ADORATION 

(In Chapel of the Nativity)

SUNDAY MASSES

(All in Main Church)

Saturday at 5 p.m.
Sunday at 9 & 11 a.m.

Holy Days as announced.

During these final days of the Church year, our readings 
focus on the four last things: heaven, hell, death and 
judgement. We are reminded that “we know not the day nor 
the hour” and we can certainly see the truth of this in our 
everyday lives. The Church’s intention in presenting these 
readings for our consideration is not to frighten us, but to 
help us prepare for our journey home to the Father. 

I would like to address a topic that is somewhat taboo in 
our society: death. There, I said it! We all know that we are 
going to die one day. As scripture tells us, we don’t know 
when or how, but we know for certain that one day we will 
be called home. Sometimes we live so much in our earthly 
lives, that we forget that our earthly life is just a “dress 
rehearsal” for our eternal life with God. The Church urges 
us to focus our earthly life on Christ and on the life that is 
to come. The fact is that we are born into this world, and at 
some unknown date, we will pass through the door to the 
world to come. We believe that if we have lived with 
Christ, we will also die with Christ. 

I recently read a book by a wonderful British doctor who 
dedicated her life to palliative care. This brave physician 
dedicated her practice to helping her patients at the end of 
life. She makes a strong point throughout the book that our 
society needs to do a better job of accepting death, and in 
fact, naming it for what it is. So many times we say things 
like, “Bob passed away” or “Mary has gone to live with the 
angels.” In using such terms to describe physical death of 
the body, we fail to call death what it is: the end of life on 
this earth. Death is another stage in our being. As 
Christians, we believe that God has a place prepared for us, 
and He waits to meet us there at the end of this earthly 
pilgrimage. 

I recently had the opportunity to walk with a dear friend 
through the last days of his life. Jeff was a man who lived 
life to the fullest. He was a hard-driven worker, a dynamic 
social butterfly and the guy who would give you the shirt 
off his back if you needed it. Jeff lived life with a gusto that 
was inspiring, and at times, a little scary. After 
experiencing a series of health setbacks, he was given the 
grim diagnosis of cancer, with little hope for survival. The 
first round of chemotherapy proved to be too much for his 
body to handle. The cancer had taken hold, and Jeff’s days 
were numbered. He lived out his last days in a hospice 
center surrounded by loving friends, family and dedicated 
staff. I was blessed to pray at his bedside before he died.  
Jeff clung to his rosary beads, during those last days. He 

asked for the Last Rites and received the Eucharist every 
day, until he could no longer consume the Body of Christ. 

In the rite of Christian burial, the priest or deacon sprinkles 
holy water on the coffin or urn as the service begins. This 
beautiful gesture reminds us of the day of our baptism, 
when we died to sin and rose to new life in Christ. Each 
time I am privileged to preside over a baptism, I am 
reminded that this gesture will be repeated on the day that 
this brother or sister in Christ dies. I always begin the 
baptism rite outside the door of the church as a symbol of 
the new life in Christ that this child receives, as he or she 
walks through this door of baptism. The reality is that we 
are held in the loving arms of the Lord from the moment of 
our birth, until our last breath, when the Lord comes to take 
us home again. 

The day we are born into this world we begin a journey 
home to the Father. For some, this journey will be a length 
of days, and for some, it is only moments. The end goal of 
our earthly life is to return to the Father’s house. We might 
imagine a giant banquet table of heavenly hosts, with a 
special place card waiting just for us! As we conclude this 
Church year, let us focus on the life to come in heaven and 
endeavor to prepare ourselves well for our journey home. 

In Christ who is our Peace, 

Deacon Tim



YOUTH NEWS AND FAITH FORMATION

OFFICE INFORMATION

Father Steven Hoffman: 651-452-4550
Deacon Tim Hennessey: 651-905-4301
Chris Seiple: 651-905-4307
Lisa Amos: 651-905-4304

Parish Office Hours: Mon –Fri, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Phone: 651-452-4550 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS
Call the parish office for more information.

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS
Email Lisa Amos at lamos@stpetersmendota.org, call 
her at 651-905-4304 or call the parish office.

Check out St. Peter’s website at 
www.stpetersmendota.org, our Facebook page 
at facebook.com/stpetersmendota and Twitter 
@StPetersMendota.

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL AND 

TRI-PARISH CENTER

St. John Neumann • St. Peter • St. Thomas Becket

3355 Columbia Drive • Eagan, MN 55121

651-406-4747 • www.fscsmn.org

Religious Education
Attention Grade 1 Parents: Our next class, November 28, 
is the Grade 1 Safe Environment Lesson. Please make sure 
your child is present. If he/she cannot be here, please 
contact Kathy Raible to schedule a make-up lesson.

Christmas pageant registrations were sent to 
you in the November email. Please 
remember to register your children. All 
children, ages 4 and older, are invited to 
participate in the pageant OR to be in the 
pageant choir. Rehearsals are Dec. 1, 8 and 
15, at 9:30 a.m., in the Main Church for the 

pageant and choir participants. 

The pageant takes place on December 16, after the 9 a.m. 
Mass. If you did not receive a registration slip, please 
contact Kathy Raible at kraible@stpetersmendota.org. I 
hope to hear from you! 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT REGISTRATION

ELEMENTARY FAITH FORMATION

Stop by FSCS on Wednesday, December 5, from 
8:30 to 10:30 a.m., for our All School Open House 
and see how Faithful Shepherd is right for your 
child! You will have the opportunity to see our 
school in action during a typical school day, take a 
tour of the school and have questions answered by 
our staff, parents and students.  If you cannot make 

this date, please call Jen Claude at 651-262-2898 to arrange a 
private tour.  More information about our school can be found 
at www.fscsmn.org.

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
Baptism is the gift of new life, the eternal 
life of the risen Christ. This gift is a 
sacrament, an encounter with Christ himself. 
It is a precious gift given by God through the 
Church.

The next Baptism Preparation Class will be 
held on Sunday, December 9, at 1 p.m., in 
Conference Room 3. This class is required 
for all first time parents seeking baptism for their child(ren) 
or those who will be having their child(ren) baptized and it 
has been 5 or more years since attending a baptism 
preparation class. We would encourage parents who are 
expecting the birth of their child to attend the class prior to 
the baby’s birth.

To register for the class, please contact Karen Cronin at 
kcronin@stpetersmendota.org.

COMING SOON. . . BAPTISM CLASS

Join us for an evening of impactful and meaningful 
conversation. The Visitation School Speaker Series features 
an individual panel with expertise in a particular field and is 
followed by a question and answer session. Speaker Series 
events provide parents, alums, friends of Visitation and 
members of our community an opportunity to learn about a 
new topic, engage in interesting conversation and connect 
with each other. 

Raising Resilient Children, by Dr. Jules Nolen, will take 
place on Wednesday, November 28, at 7 p.m. at Visitation 
School, 2455Visitation Drive in Mendota Heights. 

For more information please visit our website at 
www.visitation.net/speakerseries. 

VISITATION SCHOOL

SPEAKER SERIES



ADMINISTRATIVE NEWS • STEWARDSHIP • COMMUNITY NEWS

YTD Actual Collections        $354,694
YTD Budgeted Collections                   $337,820
Difference                                             $  16,874

To donate electronically visit www.stpetersmendota.org
and click on Donate Online

or call Chris Seiple in the parish office at 651-905-4307.

THE GIVING TREE 

DEPT. 56 SALE

Join us on Sunday, December 2, for our Third Annual 
Dept. 56 Christmas Village Sale. This year the money 
raised will go towards the “windows of the future.” The 
Church is looking to replace 105 windows in the old 1957 
building. Each window costs $2500. With our Dept 56 sale, 
we are hoping to make enough money to buy at least one 
window! 

If you, your family or friends have Dept 56 items that you 
would like to donate, please let us know! We will accept 
any donations of Dept. 56 items or any like new Christmas 
decorations. Items can be dropped off in the parish office, 
or in the family room on the weekends, until November 29. 
Please contact Anne O’Keefe at 651-905-4308 or at 
aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org, if you have questions or if 
you would like to volunteer.

If you have chosen to purchase a gift on one 
of the Giving Tree dolls, please note that the 
NEW, UNWRAPPED gifts must be here at 
St. Peter’s by Sunday, December 2, at 
noon. It is very important to return the gifts 
by the deadline, or we may not get them to 
the recipients in time for pickup. Thank you 
for your generosity. Questions about 

specific gift requests can be directed to Lisa Amos at 
lamos@stpetersmendota.org or at 651-905-4304.

Other helpers are also needed. The more the merrier! 
There are small tasks with limited time commitments for 
adults and young adults, and the rewards are huge. Please 
consider spreading some Christmas cheer by helping with 
this very important project! Call Carol at 651-356-2970 to 
volunteer to help or for more information. Thank you!

To all our new 2018 parishioners—please save the date for 
our annual “New Parishioner Dinner”. A lasagna dinner 
will be held on Saturday, January 26, in Heritage Center 
following the 5 p.m. Mass. More information to come. 

If you would like to volunteer at this event, please contact 
Anne O’Keefe at 651-905-4308 or email her at 
aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org.

SAVE THE DATE!

NEW PARISHIONER DINNER

ROSARY MAKERS

The next meeting of Rosary Makers is December 
4, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Take advantage of this 
chance to learn how to make corded rosaries. Join 
us in Classroom 10, on the first Tuesday of every 
month. In addition to making rosaries, we 
assemble kits for anyone who wishes to make 
rosaries at home. The completed rosaries are then 
donated to anyone who asks for them. Last year we 
supplied several hundred to local churches and adoration 
chapels. We need more people to make rosaries to keep up 
with requests. Won’t you consider joining us? For more 
information, please call Mary Ellen at 651-457-1764.

BREAKFAST WITH ST NICHOLAS

The Knights of Columbus will host a Breakfast 
with St. Nicholas in Heritage Center, Sunday, 
December 2, after both Masses. Come enjoy a 
wonderful breakfast of eggs, sausage and 
pancakes, while meeting this great saint.

The parish office will be closed on the 
following days for the holidays:
Thanksgiving

Thursday, November 22
Friday, November 23

Christmas
Monday, December 24
Tuesday, December 25

New Year’s
Monday, December 31, closes at 12 Noon
Tuesday, January 1

PARISH OFFICE

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

All men are invited to an exciting Catholic 
Watchmen Rally at St. Nicholas Church, 51 
Church Street, in Elko-New Market (South 
on 35E/35W), on Thursday, November 29, 
from 6:30 to 9 p.m., for a conversation with Archbishop 
Hebda and the Rediscover Hour host, Patrick Conley. There 
will be time for Adoration and Confession. Dinner will be 
provided. A $10 free will offering is suggested. Those 
interested in carpooling from our parish please call Jim 
Lodoen at 612-201-2910. For more information and 
registration go to www.TheCatholicWatchmen.com.

CATHOLIC WATCHMEN RALLY



THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR: NOVEMBER 19

Monday, November 26
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary)

Tuesday, November 27
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary)
10 am Women’s Bible Study, Heritage Center
6:30 pm Alpha, Heritage Center

Wednesday, November 28
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary)
9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Ravoux Room
6 pm Grades 1-8 Religious Education, 

Classrooms
6:30 pm Perissos, Youth Room
7 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room

Thursday, November 29
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary)
9:30 am Potluck Birthday Breakfast, Heritage 

Center
10 am Grandparents’ Ministry Meeting, 

Conference Room 3
6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study, Ravoux Room
7 pm AA Meeting, Classroom 5

Friday, November 30
8 am Reconciliation, Main Church
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:30 Rosary)

Saturday, December 1
9 am & 10:30 am

AA Meeting, Classrooms
9:30 am Christmas Pageant Rehearsal, Main 

Church
10 am Saturday Scripture Study, Conference 

Room 1
3:30 pm Reconciliation
4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
5 pm Mass, Main Church
6 pm Dept. 56 Sale, Gathering Space
7 pm Partners in Praise Girls Holiday Choir 

Concert, Historic Church

Sunday, December 2 
8:30 am Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
9 am Mass, Main Church
9 am Liturgy of the Word for Children, 

Classroom 10
10 am Breakfast with St. Nicholas, Heritage 

Center
10 am Dept. 56 Sale, Gathering Space
10:30 am Rosary for St. Peter’s, Chapel of the 

Nativity
10:30 am Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
11 am Mass, Main Church
11 am Liturgy of the Word for Children, 

Classroom 10
12 pm Breakfast with St. Nicholas, Heritage 

Center
12 pm RCIA, Conference Room 1
12 pm Baptism, Main Church
12 pm Dept. 56 Sale, Gathering Space
6 pm First Sunday Praise and Worship, Historic 

Church

Sunday: Dn 7:13-14/Ps 93:1, 1-2, 5 [1a]/
Rv 1:5-8/Jn 18:33b-37

Monday: Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5
-6 [cf. 6]/Lk 21:1-4

Tuesday: Rv 14:14-19/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13 
[13b]/Lk 21:5-11

Wednesday: Rv 15:1-4/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 7-8, 9 [Rv 
15:3b]/Lk 21:12-19

Thursday: Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a/Ps 
100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 [Rv 19:9a]/Lk 
21:20-28

Friday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10 or 
Jn 6:63]/Mt 4:18-22

Saturday: Rv 22:1-7/Ps 95:1-2, 3-5, 6-7ab [1 
Cor 16:22b; cf Rv 22:20c]/Lk 21:34-
36

Next Sunday: Jer 33:14-16/Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14 
[1b]/1 Thes 3:12--4:2/Lk 21:25-28, 
34-36 

© Liturgical Publications Inc.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
OF NOVEMBER 25

St. Peter’s is here to bring the good news of the Gospel to 
all, so that every person can have a personal, life 
changing, life giving relationship with Jesus Christ.

Trustees:

Jim Oricchio………………………………..651-452-3587

Helen Wilkie…………………………….….651-260-2420

MASS INTENTIONS

The following are the intentions 
offered by the priest at Mass:

Monday, November 26          † Jeffrey Weiss
Tuesday, November 27             Bernice Zink
Wednesday, November 28  Betty Mayers
Thursday, November 29           Mark & Sarah 

Williamson
Friday, November 30   † Ruthe Perron
Saturday, December 1            † Marilyn Hays
Sunday, December 2 , 9 am   † Marcus Connolly

11 am  Mass For The People

OUR MISSION STATEMENT



PASTORAL MINISTRY

FOLLOWING JESUS

This weekend, we celebrate the end of 
the Church year. We celebrate Jesus as 
our King, Redeemer and Lord. As sons 
and daughters of the Lord, we are 
children of the King! Just as Jesus was 
anointing Priest, Prophet and King, we, 

too, are called to live out our Christian lives by the call of our 
baptism. 

If you are uncertain about what an hour in our 
chapel might mean for you, consider what some 
of our adorers have to say about their very 
special time with Jesus. Over the next several 
weeks, we will be sharing some of their 
comments with you.

The chapel is closed during the Masses. Between 9 p.m. and 5 
a.m., there is access to the chapel only with a key card. If you 
need a sub for your hour, please refer to our substitute roster in 
advance to cover your hour. Contact Lisa Amos at 
lamos@stpetersmendota.org or at 651-905-4304 to sign up for 
an hour of adoration. We still need adorers at the following 
hours:

ADORATION CHAPEL 

Sunday
Monday
Wednesday:
Thursday:

Friday:
Saturday:

4 to 5 pm
3 to 4 pm
1 to 2 am, 2 to 3 am
Midnight to 1 am, 3 to 4 am, 10 to 11 am, 
1 to 2 pm, 3 to 4 pm
1 to 2 am, Noon to 1 pm, 1 to 2 pm, 7 to 8 pm
3 to 4 am, 10 to 11 am,
9 to 10 am on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the 
month

Pope Francis expressed that 
grandparents are the wisdom and 
strength of our church. Elderly men and 
women can pass on the memories of our 
ancestors, the memories of the church. 
The spirit of a lifetime can be seen in the 
wrinkles on their faces: signs of work, 
wisdom, experience, hope and blessings 
of a life that has been.

All grandparents and elders in our parish are invited to 
attend a get together on Thursday, November 29, at 10 
a.m., in Conference Room 3. Julie Borgerding, a staff 
member from The Listening House in St. Paul, a day shelter 
for the homeless and needy, will present an insight into her 
mission and how the elderly and grandchildren can bring 
simple love and joy into their lives, especially at Christmas.

CATECHISM CORNER

To close our focus on discipleship in 
Christ, who is celebrated as King this 
week, let us consider what is arguably the 
greatest gift and call of those who 
apprentice themselves to Christ's way: 
spiritual communion with him.

Paragraphs 787 and 788 speak beautifully 
about the Church (and explicitly disciples 
of the Lord) as itself being Communion 

with Jesus.

Jesus, from the earliest parts of his ministry, gave his 
disciples access and connection to him in his life, suffering 
and knowledge of the Kingdom. “He gave them a share in 
his mission, joy and sufferings. (CCC 787)” Here also, the 
Church teaches that the Sacramental Communion is a 
“mysterious and real communion between his body and 
ours.”

Following his Ascension, the disciples were not left alone, 
but were given the promised Holy Spirit to remain with 
them (us) until the end of time. This communion is not 
lesser, though, because Jesus was no longer visible to them, 
but rather “more intense.” The CCC refers here to Lumen 
Gentium (the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church) 7, that 
“by communicating his Spirit, Christ mystically constitutes 
as his body” his followers from every place and time. Thus 
we are all the more closely identified with and in Christ 
Jesus by communion with the Spirit and faithful reception 
of Holy Communion.

INCENSE FOR FEAST

OF CHRIST THE KING

Incense will be used for the Feast of Christ the King, today,  
Sunday, November 25, at the 9 a.m. Mass.

GRANDPARENTS’ MINISTRY

ARCHBISHOP’S 

DISCERNMENT RETREAT

The Director of Vocations offers this annual retreat with 
talks by Archbishop Bernard Hebda. In addition to the talks 
given by the Archbishop, there will be times of prayer, an 
opportunity for the Rite of Reconciliation, times of recreation 
and plenty of great food. The Archbishop’s Discernment 
Retreat is for men, who are seniors in high school to age 50 
and are discerning priesthood. This retreat is a wonderful 
opportunity to gain clarity in your discernment process and 
to meet other men, who desire to follow Christ and to know 
his will for their lives. Register online by Dec. 14 at 
www.10000vocations.org.



Call Steve Commers

for Courteous and 

Professional Service 
SteveCommers@edinarealty.com

             651-554-3131         
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JULIE PEITZ  
Licensed Social Worker 

(612) 866-5809 

jpjessie@comcast.net

Companionship - Light Housekeeping 
Errands - Transportation 
Meal Prep - Animal Care

Aff#dable & Reliable In-H1e C3e 
S5vices f# Seni#s

 Light Industrial & Office Staffing 651-238-0879

   Brian Thoemke - Parishioner  | www.northlandstaff.com

Helping Pregnant Women Since 1976

1140 S. Robert St. | West St. Paul, MN

651-457-1195
www.guidingstarwakota.org

coordinated.com

800-852-9084

Minnesota & Western Wisconsin’s 

Leader for Document Imaging, 
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Cleaners 
Dry Cleaning & Laundry Service

984 S. SMITH, W.  

ST. PAUL, MN 55118 

457-2909 
Drive-thru window

 

 

www.Klecatskys.com 

651.451.1551
Where your funeral is built on  

faith & personalized with  

 

 

Making Your Ideas Shine™

Patents • Trademarks • Copyrights 

Litigation • Licensing 

Jim Nikolai - Parishioner 

(612) 339-7461 

www.nm-iplaw.com

Nikolai & 
 Mersereau, P.A.. .

Attorneys at Law

Like a good neighbor,  

State Farm is there.®

24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

Steven J. Stremski, 
Agent
1560 Livingston Ave. STE 101 

West St. Paul, MN

(651) 457-6348 

(877) 221-0346
www.stevestremski.com

vice®

Max Steininger Inc.
Excavation, Demolition, 

Earth Retention

Serving Commercial, Municipal, & 

Industrial Customers Since 1968

(651) 454-6620

A P  
C

D J. B
--

A non-profit perpetual care cemetery 
serving all faiths since 1925.

1000 S. Concord St. • So. St. Paul, MN 55075

651-451-1313 
www.furymotors.com

Shop 
24/7

Ken Pace - Bob Pace

1247 So. Robert St. | West St. Paul, MN 

651-455-9048 • 651-457-3935

We specialize in professional bumper to 

bumper auto care & repairs on foreign & 

domestic cars & trucks.

Sinclair

651-452-1311
Join Us Saturday & Sunday  for 

Breakfast from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

1352 Sibley Memorial Hwy • Mendota

Compliments of

Mendota Heights

A SUPERVALU Company

Callie Krummel, RPH 

Deborah Kohlmann, RPH 

Phone: 651.451.1113 

2001 South Robert Street 

West St. Paul, MN 55118 

Store Hours: M-F 9am-9pm 

Sat & Sun 9am-6pm

www.cubpharmacies.com

Monday 

thru 

Saturday

Stylists, Barber & Deep Tissue  

Massage Therapist
935 S. Smith Ave. West St. Paul

Free Internet

day

ay
651.457.9307

Twin City Refuse 

& Recycling

319 Water St W St Paul, MN 55107 

www.twincityrefuse.com

On call roll off boxes & dump site  

651-227-1549

It’s Only Natural 
To Buy From The Grower.

5500 Blaine Avenue 
Inver Grove Heights, MN

651.450.1501 
www.gertens.com

Music, Amusement and 

Vending Services
The Lethert Family- 

Parishioners

www.mendotavalley.com

STEPHEN ABBOTT 

INSURANCE
Insurance Advantage 

Agency LLC

HOME - AUTO - LIFE 

BUSINESS - MORE

612-708-4417

sabbott@advantageagent.com 
stephenabbottinsurance.com

Center For A 
Balanced Life, Inc
Massage Stress Away

Sister M. Janine, Holistic Therapist

$5.00 off First Visit with this ad!

1545 Livingston Ave.

 Ste. 100 

 West St. Paul, MN

651-455-0473
www.centerforabalancedlife.com

All types of tree work 

Call Dave 
ISA Certified Arborist

651-492-5216

Tree Trimming • Stump Grinding 

Tree Planting • Tree Removal 

Stump Clean Up/Grinding 

Shrub Pruning • Hauling 

Bolt Cable • Snow Plowing

SCOTT WITZEL 
 GENERAL CONTRACTOR

612-600-7711  
BuildUpConstructionServices.com 

Roofing, siding, gutters, windows  

 Hail/wind damage professional 
Insurance restoration master  

Free storm damage inspection

SCOTT WITZEL

Contact Rob Witte • rwitte@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2501

Heritage 
Center

Is Available For

Meetings & Parties

Rental Discount For
St. Peter’s Parishioners

Call Chris Seiple

At The Parish Of"ce

651-452-4550

For Information & 

Reservations


