
Dear beloved in Christ, 
 
With all my heart I pray many blessings upon you and your loved ones this 
Christmas season and New Year.  One of the great joys for me this time of year is 
celebrating with you all the wonderful solemnities: the Immaculate Conception, the 
Nativity of our Lord, and Mary, the Mother of God.   
 
My thoughts at present turn to Mary and Joseph.  I find great comfort in knowing 
that their hearts are wide open to us, turned toward us with the greatest affection, 
yearning to serve us.  God’s saving love is so immense that it is given to us in many 
diverse ways, and one way is through the pure and holy love of the Saints.  It would 
be a failure in gratitude not to accept their love and companionship among the gifts 
of God. 
 
As our own earthly mothers prays for us, it is certain that Mary, our heavenly 
mother, is doing the same.  I love asking her to keep me close to Jesus each day, to 
help me walk in the Father’s will and to teach me better how live by the Holy Spirit.  
How calming the rosary can be for us when we are anxious or troubled, as we bury 
our cares in the tender embrace of our Mother’s intercession.  And isn’t it 
wonderful how Mary loves to bring us fresh light on how to see everything in 
relation to Jesus—always loving us into His arms.    
 
Humble Joseph.  The righteous man.  I am deeply moved by his quiet, steadfast 
fidelity to all that God asks of him.  Just thinking of Joseph’s obedience can 
encourage and inspire us to embrace God’s will with greater love and acceptance.  
At a time when there are so many temptations and things that can distract us from 
God, I like to call upon Joseph’s prayers—as God asked him to protect Jesus and 
Mary from many dangers. I ask him to help protect me and all of you from physical 
and spiritual harm.  
 
I am so deeply grateful for your continual love and prayers—God bless you!  Please 
be assured of my special  prayers and love for you.  In this New Year of saving grace, 

may each of us know in ever deeper ways, the special love and 
prayers of Mary and Joseph, 
 
In the tenderness of Our Lady, 
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Where did you grow up?  I grew up in the early 
70’s in the heart of NE Minneapolis, a stone’s throw 
from the Grain Belt Brewery. 
 
Are you married?  I am married to my beautiful 

bride, Susan for the past 6 
years; however, we met in 
Kindergarten, went to 
Catholic school together 
through our senior year in 
high school and 
reconnected about 8 years 
ago at a friend’s wedding.   
 

Children?  Grandchildren?  Susan has an amazing 
son, Michael.  He is 25 years old, headstrong like his 
Mom and a wonderful young man.  Susan and I have 
3 dogs, all rescues: Annie-4, Henry-3 & Chloe-2. 
 
What did you want to be when you were a kid?  I 
wanted to be a professional chef.  I lived that dream 
for 35 years prior to stepping into this role. 
 
What is your favorite bible passage?  How many is 
too many?  Some have stayed with me and others 
come in and out like old friends.  I have a current top 
3: 

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8 
Matthew 6: 34 
Philippians 23 

 
What is your favorite religious book, other than 
the bible?  I have a tremendous devotion to our 
good Mother, Mary.  My daily go to is “A Year with 
Mary – Daily Meditations on the Mother of God” by 
Paul Thigpen or “Abandonment to Divine 
Providence” by Jean Pierre de Caussade. 
 
What is your favorite non-religious book?  “For 
Whom the Bell Tolls” by Ernest Hemingway or the 
Harry Potter Series by JK Rowlings. 
 
What is your favorite food(s)?  As a chef, I like to 
cook across cultures.  My fall back is Mexican or 
South American – turning anything into a taco or 
burrito.  I am highly addicted to all things candy and 
anything my wife, Susan will cook! 

Where is your favorite place to eat?  Being a chef 
and in the hospitality business, it’s to get me to eat 
out; however, Ginger Hop in NE Minneapolis is a 
huge favorite of ours and a new favorite is Piada – 
Italian Street Food. 
 
If you could live anywhere, where would it be?  If 
I could convince Susan, I would live in the Pacific 
Northwest – Washington or Oregon.  We LOVE 
Minnesota too much to move now…perhaps in 
retirement. 
 
Do you have a favorite pastime?  As corny as it 
sounds, any time with my family and dogs.  My 
favorite day of the week is Sunday as we have 
Susan’s parents over for Sunday dinner and 
cribbage. 
 
Vikings or Packers?  If you haven’t been in my 
office yet, you can look at the pictures and guess that 
our family LOVES champions! 
 
If you could tell each person at St. Peter’s one 
thing, what would that be?  The evidence that the 
Holy Spirit is alive and working in this community is 
so evident.  Be proud of this beautiful faith growing 
stronger every day! 
Additionally, I would like to add that I am truly 
blessed to be here, working for my faith with this 
wonderful community.  I never had imagined that 
God’s Providence would find me here after so many 
years in the restaurant business.  My greatest gift 
each day is the constant encounter with my staff and 
the parishioners that I meet and talk with every day.  
I am very proud to be part of the faithful work 
happening here and look forward to a fruitful life 
here at St. Peter! 
 

Get to know our Director of Parish Operations 
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Welcome to our new seminarian Robert Foertsch 

Welcoming New Parishioners 

My name is Robert Foertsch.  
I am a seminarian of the 
Diocese of Fargo currently 
studying at the St. Paul 
Seminary School of Divinity.  
As part of our academic 
program, each seminarian is 
assigned a ‘teaching parish’ 
that gives each student 
practical, hands on knowledge 
of parish life as part of their 
formation.  Once my four 
years in St. Paul is finished, I 

return to the Diocese of Fargo to serve as one of her 
priests. 
 
I completed my philosophy education at Sacred Heart 
Major Seminary in Detroit, Michigan.  Detroit was a 
wonderful experience for me as an introduction to 
seminary formation.  I enjoyed my time in the city and 
there was ample opportunity for pastoral ministry in 
the city.   
 
Afterwards I completed the spirituality year program 
offered at St. John Vianney seminary in Denver, 
Colorado.  One of the highlights of that year was 
participating in their ‘poverty immersion’ program 
where the seminarians were sent out in teams of two in 
the American west to help, in some way, the poor of 
the area.  I lived with the Missionaries of Charity 
(Mother Teresa of Calcutta’s order) at a homeless 
shelter in Phoenix, Arizona during the month of 
January. 
 

Now I am a theology student here at St. Paul 
Seminary.  This year I am taking a course in 
fundamental theology, scripture (the Pentateuch and 
historical books), Church history, along with a course 
on pastoral ministry and another course on leadership.  
As a seminary community we pray the Mass and parts 
of the Liturgy of the Hours together every day.  We 
also take time to pray a daily holy hour, along with 
time for spiritual direction, human formation, the 
Sacrament of Confession, etc. 
 
Before seminary I received a bachelor’s degree from 
North Dakota State University in Computer Science; 
after I graduated, I worked as a staff member at the 
university.  I’ve also spent some time working as an 
instructor for the Mathematics department for a lower 
level algebra course.  Before that I grew up as a farm 
kid in southeastern North Dakota and my parents still 
farm. I have four siblings and many nieces and 
nephews.  Family get-togethers are both fun and loud.  
As for fun facts about me, I’m an average golfer and a 
cut-throat pinochle player. 
 
I look forward to learning more about the parish 
community at St. Peter’s and with each semester 

during these next four years I’ll be involved with a 
piece of the parish life.  I’m North Dakota friendly, 
feel free to say hello! 

Most people have some discomfort walking into a room full of people that they do not know.  One of our “new 
parishioners” (she has been here for two years) came up with a wonderful idea to try and help anyone, whether 
they are new to the parish or have been attending for a long time, to feel comfortable on Donut Sundays.  She had 
suggested we designate one table with a sign that welcomed anyone who might be new to the parish to have a 
place to sit.  It is a wonderful reminder to all of us to reach out to our brothers and sisters that we may not know 
here at the parish.  So as you go to sit at your regular table at Donut Sunday, look around and see if you can invite 
someone new to it or check the welcome table and see if the host would need some help.  Let’s continue to make 
St. Peter’s a place that feels like home to all.  Thank you! 

Please note there will be only one Mass on Christmas day at 10am 
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Hospitality Sundays 

 

The pictures tell the story.  Construction of 2 atria for the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is well 

underway in the Ravoux Room.  Walls are up and ready for painting.  Electrical should be in soon.  We 

will start furnishing the space in December and January.  It is our hope to be able to have an open 

house for parishioners to see the space in February.  We will start our work in the atrium with the 3 and 

4 year old children in September 2019.  Thank you for your prayers for this work!   

What’s that construction about…? 

This area used to be the 1957 church and later turned into the Ravoux room when the current church was built in 
2003.  It has been a well used area and we are looking forward to having the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
utilize this space.  Feel free to stop by and take a look at the new rooms when the area is open. 

Old 
Ravoux 
Room 

New 
Atrium 

Who doesn’t look forward to Father Steven’s pulpit 
announcements when he says it is a “Tables of Joy” 
weekend?  The CCW and Men’s Club have faithfully 
hosted Donut Sunday for years every other week.  We 
have tried to expand it so we can have it every 
weekend.  We have a few more Sundays available 
through June that we would like to fill.  Anyone is 
welcome to host our Tables of Joy; a group of friends, 
family members, ministry groups or whatever you 
come up with!  If you are interested in helping out 
please contact Anne O’Keefe at  651-905-4308 or 
aokeefe@stpetersmendota.org  Our available 
Sunday’s are February 10 and 24, March 10 and 24, 
and June 23.  The time commitment is from 8:30 to 
1:00 and can be broken down into two shifts.  Thanks 
for helping continue this much appreciated ministry! 
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Daily life at our parish with a few of our youngsters 

Sheila Fitzgerald enjoying the wine tasting. 

Freda Grainger 

Keith Bentler and  
Ralph Dumond working on 
the sidewalk. 

Bob Ramstad and Ralph Wohlers chatting before Mass  

LeRoy Brown and family at his 105 
birthday party. 

Remember the days of old; consider the generations long past. Ask your father and he will tell you, your elders, 
and they will explain to you. Deuteronomy 32:7 

Is not wisdom found 
among the aged? 
Does not long life 
bring understanding? 
Job 12:12 



Historic Church Christmas Open House 

Welcome New Parishioner Cana Dinner 

A warm welcome to all of our 2018 new 
parishioners.  We would like to formally welcome 
you on Saturday, January 26, after the 5:00 pm Mass, 
for the new parishioner dinner.  Please save the date 
and we hope you can join us! 

Join us on Saturday, February 9 to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Marriage.  All married couples, widowed 
and single people are invited to attend.  The cost is $25 
per attendee which includes dinner, two drink tickets 
and our feature speaker is Father Steven.  Reservations 
and payment will be taken after Masses on January 
26/27 and February 2/3 in the gathering space. 

Come join us for our 2nd annual Historic Church Christmas open house on Thursday, January 3, from 5 to 7 p.m.  
We had a great turn out last year with a beautiful setting, tasty treats and everyone in the Christmas spirit.  We will 
have Christmas carols and tour guides available and you can stop into the Heritage Center afterwards for a cup of 
hot cider or cocoa and Christmas cookies.  A nice event for all ages! 

Results of our “All Things Christmas Sale” 

A special thank you to all 
who participated in the “All 
things Christmas” fundraiser 
for the Windows to the Future 
Campaign.  We raised over 
$2500!  So a new window 
will be donated in honor of all 
those, past and present, who 
volunteer at our parish.  A 
special thank you to the 
volunteers who helped to 
execute this fundraiser; Barb 

and Joe Yourczek, Pat Kemper and her granddaughter 
Janie Kemper, Claire Pintozzi, Mary Medini, Margaret 
Boland, MaryAnne Knoll.   
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Kid’s Corner 

Halloween Pizza Bingo 2018 



Children’s Christmas Pageant 
Saturday, December 16, after 9am Mass 

 

Christmas Eve Mass 
Monday, December 24, 4 pm and 8 pm 

 

Christmas Day Mass 
**Tuesday, December 25, 10 am ONLY** 

 

Historic Church Open House 
Thursday, January 3, 5pm-7pm 

Pancake Breakfast 
Sunday, January 20 after the 9am and 11am 

Masses 

 

New Parishioner Dinner 
Saturday, January 26, after the 5pm Mass,  

 
Cana Dinner 

Saturday, February 9, after the 5pm Mass 
 

Alpha Begins 
Monday, February 18  

Mardi Gras Pizza Bingo 
Friday, March 1, 6pm - 8pm 

 

Ash Wednesday Soup Supper 
Wednesday, March 6  

 

PLEASE NOTE - THERE WILL 

BE ONLY ONE MASS ON 
CHRISTMAS DAY - 10 AM 

 

Address Service Requested 

 
 
 
 
1405 Highway 13 
P.O. Box 50679 
Mendota, MN 55150-0679 
 

 
Phone:  651.452.4550 
www.stpetersmendota.org 
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Mission Statement 
 

St. Peter’s is here to bring the good news of the 
Gospel to all, so that every person can have a 

personal, life changing, life giving relationship with   
Jesus Christ. 

Currents published by Church of St. Peter   
Editor: Anne O’Keefe  

If you are receiving this and you no longer consider yourself a 
parishioner, please contact the parish office at 651-905-4302 to 

remove your name from our database. 
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Winter Events 

Thank you to Streamworks and its president, parishioner  
Tony Zirnhelt, for their mailing services! 


